The Evidence of Faith and the Kingdom of God

Preacher: Harold Summers

Date: April 25, 2025

Church Name: 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel

References: Luke 16-17, Luke 16:27-31; Luke 17:1-10; Luke 17:11-19; Luke 17:20-21

So again, welcome to those just joining us: Gene and Cindy and Lucy and Sharon. Welcome,
welcome, welcome. All right, so let's turn in the Bible to the book of Luke, chapter sixteen.
You'll remember that chapter sixteen ends with the story we considered last night about the
rich man and Lazarus, both of whom died, and one went to heaven and the other went to
hell.
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And if that were all that we knew of the story, we would say it is very important, but a
tragedy to die and not go to heaven. You'll remember that the rich man was in torment in
hell. Everywhere we go in the Bible, we find that that theme is repeated: hell is a most
unpleasant place. It is almost impossible for us to conceive how bad it is. And so we're not
surprised that the rich man looked at Abraham and basically said, "Abraham, you help me; I
don't like it here." And you remember that Abraham had to say to him, "I'm awfully sorry,

there's nothing that I can do for you. I can't go to where you are, and you can't come to me."
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The Sufficiency of the Word

So what does this rich man do in hell? In verse twenty-seven, we pick up the rest of the story.
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[Luke 16:27-28 NKJV]

27 "Then he said, 'l beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my



father's house, 2 for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also

come to this place of torment.""

He didn't say, "Lord, let them come down to me; I need some friends here." He said, "This is
a terrible place, and I wouldn't want anybody to come here to befriend me or anything else.
Send someone to my brothers so that my brothers don't come here." His idea was that
Lazarus could rise from the dead, go back to his brothers, and he would be a powerful
witness to them so that they might believe and receive the forgiveness that the Lord would

offer them while they're still alive.
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[Luke 16:29 NK]JV]
29 Abraham said to him, 'They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.'

Many people feel that the problem in life is that God did not give us enough evidence to
cause us to obey Him, to hear Him, and to follow Him. We think we would have done better if
we'd had more evidence. That is an excuse that many people make. And the Lord says, "No.
Lazarus can't go to them, but they have the law and the prophets; let them hear them."
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If you would like more evidence as to the truth of God, as to the proof of God, or as to the
realities of God, what would you do? This verse says you would read your Bible. The more
you read the Bible, the more you'll believe God. So we don't need to read science—
sometimes it's interesting—and we don't need to read archaeology, politics, or prophecy.

What we need to read is the Bible. That will give us the evidence for God that we need.
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Now, this man in verse thirty didn't believe that.
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[Luke 16:30 NK]JV]
30 And he said, 'No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they

will repent.’

What was the matter with this man? Even though he was in hell, in torment, he still had the
boldness to say, "No, father Abraham." You and I don't know more than Abraham. We can't
tell God how He should persuade us or other people. Why did this man end up in hell? In
part, because he had the pride to say, "No, father Abraham, I know better than you." Have
you learned the lesson? Don't say no to God. You may ask Him questions, you may say
"why," or you may say "how," but don't turn to God and say, "No, God, I know better; I think
this is what You should do." Remember, when God wrote the Bible in the first place, He

didn't ask you for a comment before He wrote it. He is God; we must be humble before Him.
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[Luke 16:31 NK]JV]
31 But he said to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they

be persuaded though one rise from the dead.'

You remember that when the Lord Jesus was on the cross, some people mocked Him and
said, "If You're the Son of God, come down from the cross and we will believe You." Now, if
He had come down from the cross, would they have believed Him? The answer is no. This
verse says they have Moses and the prophets; if they reject them, they will not be persuaded
even though someone rise from the dead. How do we know that? In part, because Jesus did
rise from the dead, and they didn't believe Him. Jesus did rise from the dead, and they killed
His disciples.
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Forgiveness and Faith

All right now, chapter seventeen.
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[Luke 17:1-2 NKJV]

I Then He said to the disciples, "It is impossible that no offenses should come, but
woe to him through whom they do come! ? It would be better for him if a millstone
were hung around his neck, and he were thrown into the sea, than that he should

offend one of these little ones."

It's not always easy for people to believe God, but it is easy for people to be offended by
others and, consequently, have a greater tendency to stay away from God. So we have two
prayer requests when we're living before others. Request number one is that we could so
behave ourselves and so speak that they would be persuaded to believe. But the opposite is
also true: we could be so offensive that they don't believe, that they turn away from God. We
want them to see us and turn to God. We pray, "Lord, don't let us offend them so that they
turn away from God." So the Christian makes it a matter of prayer and says, "Lord, watch
over me. Make sure that I don't offend anybody." That would be terrible. This is spoken both

to the Christian and to the non-Christian: we don't want to offend.
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[Luke 17:3 NKJV]
3 Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he

repents, forgive him.



You don't offend someone just because you rebuke them. But you do offend them if, when

you rebuke them and they say, "I'm sorry," you don't forgive them.
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[Luke 17:4 NKJV]
4 And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a day returns

to you, saying, 'l repent,' you shall forgive him."

Have you noticed that many times when someone offends you, they don't repent?
Repentance is a very serious thing. In many respects, people are not prepared to repent. My
sister and I were driving down the road today, and we drove through an intersection. My
sister said, "This is the intersection I went through with my husband many years ago. Our

car was totaled; they drove right into the side of our car."
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When they stopped the car and got out, the man who had driven into the side of the car said
to them, "Why did you hit me?" My brother-in-law said, "You're not telling the truth. I didn't
hit you; you hit me." The man got very angry and said, "No, you hit me! I am going to take
you to court over this. You should never have hit me." It just so happened that the car behind
my sister's was driven by an off-duty policeman. He went up to the man, took out his badge,
and said, "Sir, you are the one who is wrong. You hit him; he did not hit you." And that man

got angry, and instead of saying, "I repent,” he said, "I will see you in court! You hit me!"
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This story is about an offense, a rebuke, and a repentance. The big problem in life is that
many people refuse to repent. They don't say, "I'm sorry." Many people refuse to apologize.
When they do apologize, I often have to say to myself, "That's not an apology."
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So how do we prevent offenses? When something is wrong, we may rebuke. If there is

repentance, we say, "I forgive you." Sometimes that's very hard; sometimes that's very
expensive. But the problem is that very rarely, when someone is rebuked, do they repent. If
you or I do something wrong and we are rebuked, what should we do? We must say, "I
repent," and the other must say, "I forgive you." That's what the Lord Jesus said when we
repented before Him. That's what we must say when others repent before us. When we do
that, we will not be offending other people. There will be an offense if we refuse to forgive.
There will be an offense if we do not repent. But there will be no offense if we repent and
forgive. The implications of the gospel in our lives are very real. When we are rebuked, we

must repent. And when others repent, we must forgive.
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Now the question is: how often must we forgive? Verse four says even if a man sins against
you seven times in a day and returns seven times saying he repents, you must forgive him.
Would that be easy? No. You'd want to say to him, "Listen, I've already forgiven you five
times. Why did you do it the sixth time?" And he would say something very ineffective, but he
would say, "I'm sorry, I repent." Then you and I must respond by saying, "I forgive you," and
we must from our hearts forgive them. Have you ever said to the Lord, "I repent for doing
that; I shouldn't have done that," and then done it again? Sometimes we're ashamed, but we
have to say, "Yes, I did it more than once." The Lord has forgiven us. We have the privilege of
being like Him by forgiving others. That's our responsibility.
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Increase Our Faith

Is that easy? The answer is no. So the response of the disciples is in verse five.
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[Luke 17:5 NKJV]

5 And the apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith."

They were basically saying, "We don't have enough faith to forgive the same person seven
times in a day for the same thing." Often the question is: what do we have to do to increase

our faith? And the answer, among other things, is we read the Word of God more and more.
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[Luke 17:6 NKJV]

6 So the Lord said, "If you have faith as a mustard seed, you can say to this
mulberry tree, 'Be pulled up by the roots and be planted in the sea,' and it would
obey you."

Is that a good answer to the question, "Lord, how can I have more faith?" The answer is yes!
God is able to do wonderful things—amazing things that we would find very strange and
peculiar. God is able to do it. You want to have more faith? Recognize the difficulty of this
particular verse, but the fact that the Lord says it is possible. Then He goes on to give
another example of how you can have more faith. He tells this story about a master and a

servant.
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[Luke 17:7-8 NKJV]
7 "And which of you, having a servant plowing or tending sheep, will say to him

when he has come in from the field, 'Come at once and sit down to eat'? 8 But will



he not rather say to him, 'Prepare something for my supper, and gird yourself and

serve me till I have eaten and drunk, and afterward you will eat and drink'?"

In those days when the Lord and the disciples lived, this was a very common procedure. The
servant was a servant all day long. He worked hard out in the field, came in, and worked
hard for his master at home before he had the joy of resting and having a good supper. The

attitude of the servant was one of continual service toward the master.
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[Luke 17:9 NKJV]
9 Does he thank that servant because he did the things that were commanded him?
I think not.

In those days, the master didn't always say "thank you" when the servant did his job. It is a
good thing for a master to say thank you, but very often—and we've all been servants—we've
done things for our master and he didn't thank us. It was not common for the master to

thank the servant every time he turned around.
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All right, how are you going to have an increased faith?
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[Luke 17:10 NK]JV]
10'So likewise you, when you have done all those things which you are commanded,

say, '"We are unprofitable servants. We have done what was our duty to do.

Some people today are very demanding of God. They say, "I did something for God, and He
never said thank you." Others say, "I prayed, and He did not answer my prayer immediately."
I'm not sure how you were raised, but when I was a little boy, I found that I often asked my
mother or father for something and I didn't get it immediately. Sometimes they asked me to

do something, and after I did it, they didn't say thank you immediately. Did that mean my



mother and father didn't love me? No, of course they loved me. But they had to train me to
get to the point where I would do what was right regardless of the feedback I would get from

the one I was serving.
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Don't demand of God a feedback that a servant often doesn't get from others. If you want to
have more faith, recognize that God is great—He could take a mulberry bush and cast it into
the sea. So you say, "I am determined to continue to believe Him regardless of how difficult
the situation." You increase your faith by serving the Lord in obedience regardless of the
feedback you get. Frankly, if you serve the Lord that way, two things will happen: number
one, your faith will grow; and number two, eventually, you will get good feedback—maybe

not in the short run, but eventually.
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The Ten Lepers

All right, now to verse eleven. The Lord Jesus is heading toward Jerusalem for the last time,

where He is going to be tried and crucified.
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[Luke 17:11-12 NKJV]
1 Now it happened as He went to Jerusalem that He passed through the midst of
Samaria and Galilee. !? Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten

men who were lepers, who stood afar off.

The Lord Jesus had been in the country for three years. People knew Him, and these ten
lepers knew who He was. They hadn't been close to Him because they were lepers, but they

had heard from others.



FHRERAEAR T 17T E =4 1o AMTERINA, X+ MRt RTE R, KOy EW, M1 REsEin
fils, (EARATHT A I A,

[Luke 17:13 NKJV]

13 And they lifted up their voices and said, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!"

That's a marvelous thing to say. Those of us who first trusted the Lord, we said, "Lord, we've
got a disease; we're sinners." Just like these people, we're lepers; our sin is just like leprosy.
We say, "Lord, would You please have mercy on me?" And as we continue through life, we

continually say, "Lord Jesus, please have mercy on me."
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[Luke 17:14 NKJV]
14 So when He saw them, He said to them, "Go, show yourselves to the priests."

And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed.

They asked for mercy, and instead of healing them right on the spot as they probably would
have liked, He simply said to them, "Go, show yourself to the priests." There were probably
two reasons why He said that. The first reason is that the Law of Moses demanded that if a
cleansing for leprosy took place, the priest had to examine the leper and pronounce him

clean. It wasn't a doctor who pronounced the healing; it was the priest.
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So the Lord Jesus said to them, "I can't just heal you; I've got to send you to the priests. They
will tell you whether you're healed or not." But implied in that instruction is that by the time
you get there, you will be cleansed. They had to start taking action as if they had been
cleansed, even when they were not yet cleansed. Do you believe in God? Sometimes you are
called upon to take action that says "I believe in God," even though what you are praying

for has not been received yet. If you were to do that, your faith would be stronger, wouldn't

10



it? Here is another answer to the question: "Lord, would You increase our faith?" Do as these

ten lepers did.
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Verse fourteen has a lovely ending: "And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed."
You can imagine all ten of them walking down the road, talking to one another, commenting
on the fact that they met the Lord Jesus. One of them, looking at the face of another that was
disfigured by leprosy, says, "You know what? You're healed!" They look at themselves and

their neighbors, and all ten of them rejoice. Their leprosy was gone.
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So what are you going to do at that point? The first thing you'd do is run to the priest to
prove that you were healed, because that's what Jesus told you to do. Then you would go
back to Jesus and say "thank you." Then you would go home to your family and friends and

praise the Lord for all the wonderful things He has done for you!
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[Luke 17:15-16 NKJV]
15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud
voice glorified God, % and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And

he was a Samaritan.

Has God ever done wonderful things for you? Have you returned and said thank you? Do you
find yourself saying "thank you" very much? It's true that the older you get—especially if you
get old like me—the more you look back and see all the wonderful things the Lord has done.
Frankly, it's easier for me to say "thank you" today than it was twenty or forty years ago. So

it's a good thing; make sure that you often go back to Jesus and say thank you. That's one of
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the reasons why we remember the Lord and take the bread and wine every Sunday morning
—because we want Him to know we are thankful.
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In verse thirteen, they "lifted up their voices" to ask for healing. Jesus was a long way away
because they had to keep their distance as lepers. They had to shout to be heard. Then, how
did the one thank Him? In verse fifteen, he returned and "with a loud voice glorified God."

When you're praising God, don't mumble. Let the people hear you; let God hear you.
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I suppose I have a naturally loud voice, but when I was in high school, one of my teachers
took me aside and said, "Harold, you are going to have to speak loud." She gave many
reasons, but the most important one I realize now is that if you're going to tell people about
the Lord Jesus, make sure they can hear you! Many years ago, when I was in my late teens,
they asked me to preach a sermon at 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel. One of the older men in
the congregation came up and thanked me. He said I did a good job. I thought that was nice,
but before I could ask why, he gave me the answer: "I appreciated what you said because I
heard every word you said." I could have said something wonderful, but he wouldn't have
appreciated it if I hadn't said it clearly. When you're talking to Jesus, or teaching others,

make sure you say it simply and loudly.
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Do you think he was sincere? Verse sixteen says he "fell down on his face at His feet." That's
significant. He was a leper; he wasn't used to being close to anybody. But he came close to
the Lord Jesus because he'd been healed, and he fell down on his face. It means he

acknowledged Jesus Christ was Lord, and that he, the servant, didn't deserve any of the
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good things his Lord had given him. He realized there is a difference between being thankful
in the heart and showing that thankfulness. Many people noticed what he did that day.
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[Luke 17:17-18 NK]JV]
17°So Jesus answered and said, "Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the
nine? ' Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except this

foreigner?"

If you had been one of those other nine, what would you have done? Hopefully, you'd say,
"Listen, I've been healed! I shouldn't have just gone home; I should have gone to Jesus." I
think you would have packed your bags and gone to hunt Him down, regardless of where He
was, to say, "Thank You! You changed my life." Make sure you tell Jesus that you appreciate
the fact that He changed your life.

RIRBIFIMNMADANZ =, IRRELM? WEIRRU: g, TEE T TAIZERERR, FIZEWE
iR, 7 BAEIRZUEGATRES M, TTICMAEMS, #EW: AR IReCE TR, T AR IR
BR, VREHMAEE TIRAOA A,

[Luke 17:19 NKJV]

19'And He said to him, "Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well."

How did he get healed? He believed God. All ten listened to what He said: "Go, show
yourself to the priest." All of them went in that direction, and as they went, they were
healed. What a tragedy that only one came back to say thank you. Let each of us say, "Lord, I

want to thank You for everything You have done for me."

f 2 B2 A? MAEEs, T DNET T ERIE: “BARERE, T TN AT, ERIRHE
U 7o AREHET HAE D ANBSRIEN, EEAME DAY “FW, RENIRETR S B — 1R

Re ”
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The Kingdom of God

Now, another change of subject.

&, IS — D,

[Luke 17:20-21 NKJV]

20 Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would
come, He answered them and said, "The kingdom of God does not come with
observation; 2! nor will they say, 'See here!' or 'See there!' For indeed, the kingdom

of God is within you."

Remember, this kingdom is different from all other kingdoms. A kingdom is usually defined
by military or political power. But the Kingdom of God is not when everybody gets up and
marches. The Kingdom of God is not defined by living in Canada or any other specific place.

We don't get together in that way; the Kingdom of God is within us.

ifE, XPEES M EATERIERARAR, [EEE RS eEIE 8 X, EMRE AR R RT
T MEYEEAE RN ERSULAIRIE T X BATAZ DUIRR T ARAE — ;MY ERIERTID
EO

So what do we have at 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel on a Sunday morning? We have a small
picture of the Kingdom of God, but that's not the total Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of God
is far greater than that. It consists of all the Christians in the world—that's a lot of people! If
you put them all together in a room, you'd say, "Wow, that's a big kingdom." But the fact is,
the Kingdom of God includes all the Christians that have ever lived from the time of
Pentecost until now, and those who will join later. The Kingdom of God is very great; it's just

that we never see it in its totality—we just see a minor fraction.

Mz, FHBRES HNRENEEAS AT 20E? BATERIRZMEN— N R, (HINEHER 2

e MHEZERGZ, B TR ErERERE—RERZ AN MRIHEMITETRE M ERE, IR
R, HEDNARE, T HFESGE, MIEEES TNAATESIEEERE, DURIRIMAR
No MIEIEAERHZER, REBMMREEEREH, BMNAER 7R N—ER 77,

We've got a little picture of the Kingdom of God on the Zoom screen tonight. Frankly, it looks
pretty good, and I'm very happy to be part of it. But it's far bigger than us and far more
wonderful than us. When our Lord comes, it will be apparent that it's a real kingdom. In the

meantime, it's not so profound in appearance.
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SifEZoomBwt b, FAMBBER| 7 HER— K%, HAWN, XEERIAEFEL, HEREKEESOVEFR
— R, HEZEIEBNER, EHENTETY, HEFERN, XPNEENEERSBIHLR, mMlfE, BrISME
BRI AL EAR,

I've likened it before to a man collecting flowers to put in a vase. He lives in a rather barren
country with not many good gardens around. So he goes for a long walk in the wilderness.
He sees a flower here and a flower there. He sees a branch with some beautiful buds on it.
He sees a little bit here and a little bit there. He may have to walk through the forest all day
to pick a dozen or more flowers. Then he comes home, puts them in a vase with some water,
and the flower arrangement is absolutely beautiful. But you'd never know that out in the

forest; all you'd ever see is a flower here and a flower there.

AR HAE— D A CRAEHE, M —DTRma s, FEERZMeRE, TR2MmEr T, mExiL
R, EIJLER 4 MBS MREETRRACIME, MEXEK A, FIREE R fir]fe
HEMTBEE B8R, AR 1T, REEIZI5, e FKIEmE, AL Ah B B3N
To EAERMEIRBIEAT], RESIRHZE BRI

That is what the Kingdom of God is like. You and I look at a little bit of it, like looking at our
screen tonight, and we say, "That's very, very nice." But when we get to heaven, we're going
to see all the Church of God put together. There will be millions with their beauty, all at the
marriage supper of the Lamb. It's true: there's never been anything more beautiful in the
history of the world than the Church presented to Jesus as His bride. It will be the most

beautiful thing ever witnessed.

AR HERRE T, RERREBER T — AU, BSMEERRE, B “XAREET. 7 HERN2T
KE, BATREZIMITAENASRE . EREIIEE L, ARG ITHRISEWEE. B, EH5E0
b, BRA LSBT SRR ERER E SE MRS 1 ARRER A S DR MBI R 2R R R

All right. Well, our time has gone again. It has been good to be with you tonight. Thank you
for everyone who has come. Thank you for all who are here and all who are from over there.

May the Lord bless us all. Let's pray.

T, NEXET, SHREMARE —EEL, HilE R BEEX RN, WiiEzrm. &
EHREBATRRK, BAIRAES

Lord, we're thankful that You saw fit to save the lepers. And Lord, we had no more claim on
You than those lepers did. But each of them said, "Lord, please have mercy on me," and just
like that, we have said, "Lord, would You please have mercy on me?" We thank You for all
that You have done for us. And so we just pray right now, each of us, and we say: Lord Jesus,

thank You for all that You have done for me. And now we give thanks in Jesus' name, praying
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Your blessing upon us tonight and those of us who get together tomorrow. Lord, bless there
as well, we pray. Let me give thanks now and seek Your blessing in Jesus' name. Amen.

W], BATRBR, FOWIRVERIBE R KRB NSRS B, W, TS IRFF A EEAREEA KRR
NEBEZHIBH], (BRTE—DAERY: T, SRR, stEARE, JATRE R "W, KRR
e ™ FATARA BT —OI0R LR, ABAERRA T — D BB RATR: FHRER, IR ERAT
(i —Y), IREBATIZRERERA A4 MR LR, AToRIRBUEIRATS M, BOUEIARRAE AR, FWT, T4
WA ROROUEAR ISR & FRINAERR_ LRSI TR R 4 S RORABAE, FIAT,

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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