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So, Lord, we just pray today that You would help us. We thank You
for every person who has come. We come before You in our weakness
and our lack of knowledge. We pray that You would come and help
us, teach us, and give us the wisdom to understand Your Word. We
ask these things and offer our thanks in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Amen.
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The King and the Boss

The story we are looking at today is really the story of this man,
Pharaoh, who was king. Because he was king, he figured he was
boss. But it doesn’t matter who the man is; God is still the Boss over
all men.
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For many people, it is very hard to believe this because they have
had so many achievements in life; they think they are invincible. It is
often easier for a man or woman to believe in God if they have failed



in life. For those who are very successful, it is hard to believe
because they feel they don’t need anything. Pharaoh essentially said,
"I don’t need You, I don’t know You, and I don’t care about You. If I
were to get to know You, it might cost me too much."
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The First Plague: Blood

In Exodus 7:14, the Lord tells Moses that Pharaoh’s heart is hard and
he refuses to let the people go. He tells Moses to meet Pharaoh in
the morning by the river's bank.
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[Exodus 7:14-25 NK]JV]

14 So the LORD said to Moses: "Pharaoh's heart is hard; he
refuses to let the people go. !> Go to Pharaoh in the morning,
when he goes out to the water, and you shall stand by the river's
bank to meet him; and the rod which was turned to a serpent you
shall take in your hand. '® And you shall say to him,

"The LORD God of the Hebrews has sent me to you, saying,
"Let My people go, that they may serve Me in the wilderness";
but indeed, until now you would not hear! !” Thus says the LORD:
"By this you shall know that I am the LORD. Behold, I will strike
the waters which are in the river with the rod that is in my hand,
and they shall be turned to blood. ' And the fish that are in the
river shall die, the river shall stink, and the Egyptians will loathe
to drink the water of the river."

19 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, "Say to Aaron, "Take your rod
and stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt, over their
streams, over their rivers, over their ponds, and over all their
pools of water, that they may become blood. And there shall be



blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both in buckets of wood
and pitchers of stone."' 2 And Moses and Aaron did so, just as the
LORD commanded. So he lifted up the rod and struck the waters
that were in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of
his servants. And all the waters that were in the river were
turned to blood. ?! The fish that were in the river died, the river
stank, and the Egyptians could not drink the water of the river.
So there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt. 2> Then the
magicians of Egypt did so with their enchantments; and
Pharaoh's heart grew hard, and he did not heed them, as the
LORD had said. 22 And Pharaoh turned and went into his house.
Neither was his heart moved by this. ?* So all the Egyptians dug
all around the river for water to drink, because they could not
drink the water of the river. 2° And seven days passed after the
LORD had struck the river.

This was the message Moses was to deliver to Pharaoh by the river.
In that era, and even today, the river is the center of life in Egypt. It
is the center of agriculture, the source of irrigation, and the center of
transportation. Essentially, the river is the center of their existence.
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Moses was instructed to meet Pharaoh at the river. I am not certain,
but I suspect Pharaoh went down to the river every morning,
perhaps to wash or to swim. Regardless, he knew the value of the
river, and God had to teach him that He is the Sovereign Lord.
Pharaoh was very slow to believe. When God starts speaking to you,
what should you do? Some people say, "This is good; whatever You
want, Lord, I will do." Others say, "No, I will do it myself. I don’t need
God." That is exactly what Pharaoh did.
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In most people's lives, things often go from bad to worse. When
things go from bad to worse, what should you do? You should turn to
God and ask for His help. But Pharaoh said, "I don’t care."
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Memories and Miracles

What else happened in the morning by the river in the story of
Moses? There are two things to mention. First, Moses himself was
put into the river one morning as a baby. It wasn't Pharaoh who came
down then, but Pharaoh's daughter. In a miraculous way, she adopted
Moses as her son, and he grew up in the palace.
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I wonder if Moses, standing by the river eighty years later waiting
for Pharaoh, thought about that. He might have been amazed,
thinking, "When I was three months old, I was in this river, and today
God has brought me back to the same place." Pharaoh’s daughter
had shown mercy, but this Pharaoh remained hard-hearted and
rejected God. It is amazing how God constantly returns to our lives to
see what we are doing.
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Years later, there was another miracle worker, Christ, who turned
water into wine. He turned water into the joy of wine. The Lord Jesus
Christ does not want to turn the water of your life into blood and
misery; He wants to turn your life into wine and joy.
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In Exodus 7:22, we see that the magicians of Egypt also turned water
into blood. It is interesting that the devil has great power, but he
typically uses it to turn good things into bad things. He can even
make bad things worse. If you ask the devil to turn a bad thing into a
good thing, he cannot do it. Only God can do that.
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Pharaoh did not care about God, and he did not seem to care about
his own people. If you are a king and a plague strikes, you should be
issuing instructions on how to help your subjects. But Pharaoh just
went home. The Egyptians had to dig wells in their backyards to find
water. It was a time of great suffering. Seven days passed with no
clean water to drink or to wash with. Often, God's warnings last for a
relatively short time. People often misjudge this, thinking that
because the punishment is brief, they can endure it and continue in
sin. But Pharaoh was wrong; after the warning comes the judgment.
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The Second Plague: Frogs

Pharaoh refused to learn his lesson, so in Exodus 8:1, the Lord tells
Moses to go to Pharaoh again.
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[Exodus 8:1-15 NK]JV]
1 And the LORD spoke to Moses, "Go to Pharaoh and say to him,
"Thus says the LORD:

"Let My people go, that they may serve Me. 2 But if you
refuse to let them go, behold, I will smite all your territory with
frogs. 3 So the river shall bring forth frogs abundantly, which
shall go up and come into your house, into your bedroom, on your
bed, into the houses of your servants, on your people, into your
ovens, and into your kneading bowls. * And the frogs shall come

up on you, on your people, and on all your servants.

> Then the LORD spoke to Moses, "Say to Aaron, "Stretch out
your hand with your rod over the streams, over the rivers, and
over the ponds, and cause frogs to come up on the land of
Egypt."' ® So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of
Egypt, and the frogs came up and covered the land of Egypt. 7
And the magicians did so with their enchantments, and brought
up frogs on the land of Egypt. 8 Then Pharaoh called for Moses
and Aaron, and said, "Entreat the LORD that He may take away
the frogs from me and from my people; and I will let the people
go, that they may sacrifice to the LORD." ® And Moses said to
Pharaoh, "Accept the honor of saying when I shall intercede for
you, for your servants, and for your people, to destroy the frogs
from you and your houses, that they may remain in the river
only." 1% So he said, "Tomorrow." And he said, "Let it be according
to your word, that you may know that there is no one like the
LORD our God. !'! And the frogs shall depart from you, from your
houses, from your servants, and from your people. They shall
remain in the river only." 2 Then Moses and Aaron went out from
Pharaoh. And Moses cried out to the LORD concerning the frogs
which He had brought against Pharaoh. '3 So the LORD did
according to the word of Moses. And the frogs died out of the
houses, out of the courtyards, and out of the fields. '* They
gathered them together in heaps, and the land stank. '> But when
Pharaoh saw that there was relief, he hardened his heart and did
not heed them, as the LORD had said.

That doesn’t sound terribly good, does it? Imagine walking into the
kitchen to make bread, and there are a dozen frogs in your kneading



bowl. I went to Florida once, and one reason I didn't want to stay
was the frogs. At a motel, there were six or eight frogs right by the
screen door. I thought, "What am I doing here? I want to go back to
Vancouver." If I found frogs in my teakettle, I'd give the keys back
and drive away!
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Negotiating with God

On this occasion, Pharaoh didn't just go home; he called for Moses
and Aaron. He asked them to entreat the Lord to take the frogs away,
promising to let the people go. Now, would you believe Pharaoh? The
answer is no. This is something you should learn in life: don’t
believe a liar. If a man says, "I am a liar," and you say, "I don't
believe you," you are learning.
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I remember going to buy a used car that supposedly only had 15,000
miles on it. The price was great. But when I looked at the brake
pedal, the rubber was worn thin. I asked the man, "If this car only
has 15,000 miles, why is the rubber on the brake pedal gone?" He
asked if I was calling him a liar. I said, "I think you are. Goodbye."
Don’t trust Pharaoh.
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Moses asked Pharaoh when he wanted the frogs removed, and
Pharaoh said, "Tomorrow." Why wait? The plague of blood lasted
seven days; perhaps he thought he could endure the frogs for a while
too. But Moses agreed, saying it would be done so that Pharaoh
would know there is no one like the Lord our God.
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When the disaster happened, Pharaoh went home, but Moses went to
prayer. He had promised Pharaoh that God would solve the problem,
and even though God had already said He would do it, Moses still
prayed. Devout people understand this: sometimes we pray because
we don't know what will happen, and other times we pray because
we know what God has promised and we ask Him to fulfill it. God
honored Moses' word, and the frogs died—piled into stinking heaps
across the land. But when Pharaoh saw relief, he hardened his heart
again.
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The Third and Fourth Plagues: Lice and
Flies

In Exodus 8:16, the Lord tells Moses to strike the dust of the land so
it becomes lice.
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[Exodus 8:16-19 NK]JV]
16 So the LORD said to Moses, "Say to Aaron, "Stretch out your
rod, and strike the dust of the land, so that it may become lice



throughout all the land of Egypt."' 7 And they did so. For Aaron
stretched out his hand with his rod and struck the dust of the
earth, and it became lice on man and beast. All the dust of the
land became lice throughout all the land of Egypt. ' Now the
magicians so worked with their enchantments to bring forth lice,
but they could not. So there were lice on man and beast. '° Then
the magicians said to Pharaoh, "This is the finger of God." But
Pharaoh's heart grew hard, and he did not heed them, just as the
LORD had said.

Even when the magicians admitted, "This is the finger of God,"
Pharaoh would not listen. If God starts doing something and a person
refuses to listen, God will do something else. Sooner or later, He will
make it clear that He is speaking. In this story, would you rather be
Pharaoh or Moses? I would rather stand with Moses.
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Next came the swarms.
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[Exodus 8:20-32 NK]JV]

20 And the LORD said to Moses, "Rise early in the morning and
stand before Pharaoh as he comes out to the water. Then say to
him, "Thus says the LORD:

"Let My people go, that they may serve Me. 2! Or else, if you
will not let My people go, behold, I will send swarms of flies on
you and your servants, on your people and into your houses. The
houses of the Egyptians shall be full of swarms of flies, and also
the ground on which they stand. ?2 And in that day I will set apart
the land of Goshen, in which My people dwell, that no swarms of
flies shall be there, in order that you may know that I am the
LORD in the midst of the land. 23 I will make a difference between

My people and your people. Tomorrow this sign shall be."



24 And the LORD did so. Thick swarms of flies came into the
house of Pharaoh, into his servants' houses, and into all the land
of Egypt. The land was corrupted because of the swarms of flies.
25 Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, "Go,
sacrifice to your God in the land." % And Moses said, "It is not
right to do so, for we would be sacrificing the abomination of the
Egyptians to the LORD our God. If we sacrifice the abomination
of the Egyptians before their eyes, then will they not stone us? 2’
We will go three days' journey into the wilderness and sacrifice to
the LORD our God as He will command us." 28 So Pharaoh said, "I
will let you go, that you may sacrifice to the LORD your God in
the wilderness; only you shall not go very far away. Intercede for
me." ?2° Then Moses said, "Indeed I am going out from you, and I
will entreat the LORD, that the swarms of flies may depart
tomorrow from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people.
But let Pharaoh not deal deceitfully anymore in not letting the
people go to sacrifice to the LORD." 30 So Moses went out from
Pharaoh and entreated the LORD. 3! And the LORD did according
to the word of Moses; He removed the swarms of flies from
Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people. Not one
remained. 32 But Pharaoh hardened his heart at this time also;
neither would he let the people go.

Notice that the word "flies" is often in italics in some Bibles because
the original Hebrew just says "swarms." We don’t know exactly what
they were—maybe ants, maybe mosquitoes, maybe flies. Whatever
they were, no one wanted them. But the Lord made a distinction; He
set apart the land of Goshen. No swarms would be there.
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Have you noticed that the Lord often makes a difference between His
people and others? When I was young, I prayed, "Lord, I want You to
treat me like Your own people; I don’t want You to treat me like the
others." In this plague, God was showing that the Egyptians were the
ones in the wrong. Pharaoh tried to negotiate, telling them to
sacrifice "in the land." But Moses refused to compromise. God is a



God who does not compromise. In real estate, people say, "This is my
final offer," but then they compromise. With God, when He makes a
“final offer," it is truly final. Do not try negotiating with Him.
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Pharaoh asked for prayer again, and Moses entreaty the Lord. The
swarms were removed—not one remained. But Pharaoh lied again
and hardened his heart.
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Foxhole Christians

We sometimes talk about "foxhole Christians." In a war, when bullets
are flying over your head, you dig a deep hole—a foxhole—and you
stay down. While the bombs are exploding, you might say, "I think I
want to be a Christian. Lord, if You get me out of here alive, I'll
believe in You!" Then the bullets stop, your own troops arrive, and
you jump out and say, "Yippee! I'm free! I don’t care about God
anymore." Their prayers weren't from the heart and didn't change
their lives. Pharaoh was like that. Even swarms of flies couldn't make
him truly believe.
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The Fifth and Sixth Plagues: Livestock
and Boils

In Exodus 9:1-4, God strikes at Pharaoh’s "pocketbook."
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[Exodus 9:1-7 NKJV]
1 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go in to Pharaoh and tell him,
"Thus says the LORD God of the Hebrews:

"Let My people go, that they may serve Me. ? For if you
refuse to let them go, and still hold them, 3 behold, the hand of
the LORD will be on your cattle in the field, on the horses, on the
donkeys, on the camels, on the oxen, and on the sheep--a very
severe pestilence. * And the LORD will make a difference
between the livestock of Israel and the livestock of Egypt. So
nothing shall die of all that belongs to the children of Israel."

> Then the LORD appointed a set time, saying, "Tomorrow the
LORD will do this thing in the land." ¢ So the LORD did this thing
on the next day, and all the livestock of Egypt died; but of the
livestock of the children of Israel, not one died. ” Then Pharaoh
sent, and indeed, not even one of the livestock of the Israelites
was dead. But the heart of Pharaoh became hard, and he did not
let the people go.

The previous plagues were inconvenient, but now God was taking
away their wealth. Think of the value of every horse, donkey, camel,
ox, and sheep. This was the wealth of the land. God again made a
distinction—not one animal belonging to Israel died. This was an
obvious sign, yet Pharaoh remained hard.
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I once had a friend who said he didn't believe in the Lord because
"things haven't gotten bad enough yet." Don't you think God can



make your life worse to get your attention? A few months later,
things did get worse, and he believed. Don't be so foolish as to wait
for that.
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Then came the boils.
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[Exodus 9:8-12 NKJV]

8 So the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "Take for yourselves
handfuls of ashes from a furnace, and let Moses scatter it toward
the heavens in the sight of Pharaoh. ° And it will become fine dust
in all the land of Egypt, and it will cause boils that break out in
sores on man and beast throughout all the land of Egypt." '° Then
they took ashes from the furnace and stood before Pharaoh, and
Moses scattered them toward heaven. And they caused boils that
break out in sores on man and beast. '! And the magicians could
not stand before Moses because of the boils, for the boils were on
the magicians and on all the Egyptians. 2 But the LORD
hardened the heart of Pharaoh; and he did not heed them, just as
the LORD had spoken to Moses.

It is one thing for your livestock to be sick; it is another for you to be
sick. The magicians couldn't even show up for the meeting because
they were too ill. Yet, the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart.
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Vessels of Wrath and Mercy

What was happening between God and Pharaoh? Romans 9 gives us
insight.
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[Romans 9:17-18 NKJV]
17 For the Scripture says to the Pharaoh,

"For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I may show
My power in you, and that My name may be declared in all the
earth."

18 Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He wills
He hardens.

God chooses to make examples of people. Some people recognize
they are unworthy and turn to God for mercy. God lifts them up so
everyone can see His goodness and follow Him. They are "vessels of
mercy." Look at the Apostle Peter; he did many foolish things, but
God's mercy raised him up.
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Then there are others. Pharaoh chose to reject God over and over.
Finally, God said, "Alright, I will use you as an example of what
happens to a fool who resists Me. I am going to harden your heart so
you won't do what is reasonable. I will lift you up high so that when I
knock you down, the whole world will see how foolish you were."
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There are two kinds of people. One says, "Lord, I need Your help,
have mercy on me." The other says, "I don’t need the Lord; I'll do my
own thing." God looks for examples of both. One becomes a vessel of
honor and mercy; the other becomes a vessel of wrath. Which one
would you rather be? I say to the Lord, "Even though I am unworthy,
use me as an example of Your great mercy so that others will see and
believe."
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Whose fault was it? It was Pharaoh’s fault. He hardened his own
heart many times before God finally hardened it for him. Don’t blame
God and say He is unfair. God didn't choose Pharaoh to be a bad
man; He chose a man who was already bad to be a pattern of what
happens to those who oppose Him.
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Conclusion

This story of the plagues teaches us one simple thing: God is
Sovereign. Do not oppose Him. It is foolish to fight against God. You
cannot sin and win. It never works.
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Lord, we thank You for this story. It makes complex things very
simple. Even a man as powerful as Pharaoh could not sin and win.
Help us with two things: let us hear this and apply it to our own lives,
and help us teach those we love so they do not end up like Pharaoh.
We ask for Your blessing in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
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