The Joy of the Father: The Three Lost Things

Preacher: Harold S.

Date: April 11, 2026

Church Name: 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel

References: Luke 15, Luke 14:34-35; Matthew 5:13; Matthew 2:13; 2 Chronicles 16:9;
Romans 12:15; Luke 14:18; 1 John 4:8

Thank you for the privilege of gathering this evening or on the other time, whatever it is. We
thank you for getting together, and we thank you that you have promised to teach us. And
that's why we've come tonight, Lord; we've come to learn the truth of God. And unless the
Holy Spirit of God teaches us, we'll just be wasting our time, Lord. And so we pray that you

will teach us this evening.
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But Lord, we pray for others as well. We think of Andrea Lynn, and she's been very sick with
cancer and complications for a very long time. We pray that you will be gracious to her and
help her. And we pray that you will encourage her. May there be a time of restoration, we

pray.
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And we think, Lord, of the others with needs. We think of our brethren who are in China,
some there on a permanent basis, like those who are with us tonight. Some of them, Lord,
just visiting. We pray that you'll bless them all. And we think of those with needs of visa
applications and those who have other problems. Lord, we pray that you will meet each

person with their needs and bless them in that problem, resolve their problems for them.
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And so we give thanks now for your promise to be with us tonight. We pray that you will give
right words and right understanding. And we ask all this now in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Amen.
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The Salt of the Earth

Well again, welcome to those who are just joining us. And we're going to be studying tonight
in the book of Luke, chapter 15. I think we did not finish 14 yet. We didn't. I thought we did.
We still have 34 or 35. Okay. All right. Let's go back to 14, 34, and 35 then.
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[Luke 14:34-35 NKJV]
34 "Salt is good; but if the salt has lost its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? 3° It is
neither fit for the land nor for the dunghill, but men throw it out. He who has ears

to hear, let him hear!"

ORIV, ShAJRAFRY, WRERK TR, AR ElEIE? sifEmE, sifEdksE, MAEE, REE
G N1 S 0= AT /¢ A W A L 8

So salt, as far as we're concerned, has no other value. So the basic teaching of the Bible is
that we are the salt of the earth.
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[Matthew 5:13 NK]JV]
"You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be
seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot

by men.
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Salt in this context is used to make things taste good. Does the earth today taste good to
God? And certainly there's much going on in the world today that would distress the Lord. It
certainly distresses us. What makes the world taste good to God? And the answer is, it's the

Christians who are in it.
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And so, a lot of other problems out there, but God looks down, he sees the Christian, he
rejoices over him, as we'll see in Luke 15. And he says, "Praise the Lord." So what is your

value, what is your job in the world today? Your job is to taste good for God.
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Well, that's amazing to think that God could be happy just by looking at me, but it's true. But
that's only part of the situation. The other part is that God looks at me, God looks at you, and
as a consequence, he is happy also with the things that are around us. So my job is not only
to taste good to God, but to make sure that the environment that I am in is made more

pleasant to God because I am in it than it would be if I weren't.
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So don't be a tasteless Christian. Make sure that when God sees you, he rejoices in you, and
he says, "You taste good to me." All right, so the question is, what can I do then, in order to
make sure that God is happy, that he does taste me and taste good?
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The Three Lost Things

Chapter 15 is about the three lost things. And the objective in the story is that the lost be
found. There's two reasons why people are lost. One is that they don't know where they are,
and they're very upset. And the other is they're lost because they're hiding. Don't be the kind
of person who's lost because you're hiding.
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[Luke 15:1 NKJV]

1 Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear Him.
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It's very interesting. It's very often the bad people, who know they're bad, who want to hear

about the Lord Jesus.
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[Luke 15:2 NK]JV]
2 And the Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, "This Man receives sinners

and eats with them."
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But the Pharisees and the scribes, the people who said, "We're not bad like they are," those
people were saying this man receives sinners and eats with them. So the sinners came to
hear him; the Pharisees knew that. They watched from the outside, they were probably
listening, but they were very critical. They said, "Jesus couldn't be a good man, look at the

people he associates with."
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[Luke 15:3 NKJV]
3 So He spoke this parable to them, saying:
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The question is, who are the "them" of verse 3? And the answer is, probably both groups. He
was speaking to the sinners, the tax collectors, but he was also speaking to the Pharisees
and scribes. Lessons for both in the verses that follow.
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The Lost Sheep

[Luke 15:4-6 NKJV]

4 "What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not
leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he
finds it? ° And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. ® And
when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them,

"Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!
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It's thrilling that the Lord Jesus loves us, the one who is lost. It's very easy for us to say, "God
wouldn't be interested in me. I'm just a little guy. I've got nothing to claim on him. He's not
interested in me." But the teaching of scripture is that the heart of God goes out to the one

who is lost.
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And so there are two kinds of lost people. There are those who are lost and don't care,
maybe don't know. And then there are those who are lost and do know and are in distress by
it. In particular, therefore, if you're lost, if you've got needs, if you're crying and praying, the

Lord Jesus loves you. He's looking out for you. He's seeking you.
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So there are 100 in this story. One of them is lost and knows it. And the other 99 are out in
the wilderness. They're not happy in the fold with the shepherd; they're still in the
wilderness. There's a sense in which they're lost and they don't know it. But the Lord says he
will seek after those who are lost and do know it and want to be found. And this story tells
that story wonderfully.
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Now what does the Lord do to those that he finds who have been lost? He puts the lamb on
his shoulders, rejoicing. When a man or a woman becomes a Christian, who's happy? Like a
little sheep, the lamb is happy. But far more happy is the shepherd. What makes Jesus
happy? Among other things, the fact that you came to him and you said, "Lord Jesus, I need a
Savior, please, would you save me?" And he rejoices and he puts you on his shoulder and he

carries you home.
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So what happened when I became a Christian? Well, I think heaven was rejoicing at that
occasion. And I think God called together many of the people in heaven that knew me or
knew about me and said, "Rejoice, Harold has become a Christian." I think heaven had a
party when I became a Christian. And I think heaven had a party when you became a

Christian.
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Frankly, I think there's lots of parties going on in heaven. Many people are becoming
Christians, and I think there's lots of parties for Christians to attend in heaven. Heaven is a

happy place because lost sheep get found, and all heaven rejoices. What kind of rejoicing?
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[Luke 15:7 NKJV]
71 say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who

repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.
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Have you ever met a just person who needs no repentance? Well, from God's perspective, the
answer is no. But from the perspective of the individual, there are many people who, in many
ways, think, "I'm a good person, I don't need to repent. I don't need Jesus, I don't need God,"

and therefore they go their own way. And some of them are nice people, and they help



others, and they pay their taxes. It's just that they're ignoring God. And they're lost; they just
don't know it.
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So, the question is, who are these "just people who need no repentance"? Well, they're like
the Pharisees. They look at what's going on, they see Jesus with the sinners, and they mock
him, and they mock them, and they say, "We're better than that. We're the just people, we
don't need repentance." And so Jesus is saying here to the Pharisees, "You don't think you
need repentance, but I'm going to tell you, I'm happier over those who are lost and are found

than I am for you who pretend you're not lost."
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How foolish for us to pretend that we're not lost, that we don't need the Savior. All of us are

sinners, we all know it; we just pretend that we don't really care about that.
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The Lost Coin

Well, that's story number one. So what is story number two?
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[Luke 15:8-10 NKJV]

8 "Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a
lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? ° And when she has
found it, she calls her friends and neighbors together, saying, "Rejoice with me, for
I have found the piece which I lost!" 19 Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the

presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."
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So this is another kind of lostness. This is a lostness of an inanimate coin. It's almost a
picture of someone or something that's lost, who doesn't even know it. To whom is it
important that this coin is lost? Well, not so much important to the coin, but certainly

important to the one who owns the coin.
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And so this is a picture of the fact that the Lord Jesus reaches out to all people, even those
who don't know they're lost. He reaches out to them and he hunts, he sweeps, he seeks

diligently to find all who are lost. So this coin that is lost is like a sinner who repents.
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And again, the logic of the passage is that God loves you, God loves me, and God loves the
sinners that we love, and he longs to see them saved. He will seek them, he will search for
them, and you and I will pray that he will find them. The great need in all of us is to repent,

to acknowledge we're sinners, to repent before the Lord.
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Now many of the sinners, the publicans, tax collectors, those who were listening to it, they
said, "That's me, I'm a sinner, I want to be a found coin." But the Pharisees and the scribes,
they didn't say that. They didn't want to be found, and they weren't found. How tragic.
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The Prodigal Son

And so these are the introductory stories, but the third story is about two sons, and that is

the most important, the clearest story.
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[Luke 15:11-12 NKJV]
1 Then He said: "A certain man had two sons. '? And the younger of them said to
his father, "Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.' So he divided to

them his livelihood.
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And as the story unfolds, we're going to find that one son is like these sinners that we read
about in verse one. And the other son is like the Pharisees and scribes that we read about in

verse two. And it's thrilling to me because the love of God is for both groups.
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This seems like a pretty bad son to me. He basically says to his father, "Father, when you die,
I'm going to get half of your wealth. And the problem is that you don't die very soon. I don't
want to have to wait till you're an old man and I want to spend my inheritance now." He's
basically saying to his father that I wish you were dead. "If you were dead, I'd have the
money. And so I would rather have the money than you." He doesn't say it, but he almost

says, "Dad, why don't you go out and die?"
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Well, that would be a terrible thing to say to a father. But you know, many people—I guess
it's true—all the people who reject God are saying the same thing to God. They're basically
saying to God, "God, everything I've got is because you gave it to me. But frankly, I don't

want you to be involved in my life anymore."
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[Luke 15:13 NK]JV]
13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a

far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living.
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I just marvel; most people in the world today are happy with the gifts God has given them.

They are complaining that he didn't give them more, and they never bother to give him



thanks, or to give him the time of day. They just ignore him. And when things go wrong, they
complain and say, "God, you should have given me more."
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In this story, how do you think the father felt about all this? Do you think he felt, "Boy, this
guy, he's the salt of the earth. Because he's around, everything's better"? No, this boy wasn't
behaving like the salt of the earth at all.
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[Luke 15:14 NKJV]
14 But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he
began to be in want.
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I think it's probably true of every life. When we're younger, we basically have everything, and
as we get older, we find that we've got big needs, big problems in life. I'm amazed how many
people in youth get married. And then how many get divorced? Marriage doesn't solve every
problem. More money doesn't solve every problem. More talent, more glory, doesn't solve
every problem.
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I think it's true; most people end up in life with big heartaches. And the question is, what do

you do when the big heartaches of life descend? Well, verse 15 and 16 explains how severe
these heartaches became.
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[Luke 15:15-16 NKJV]

15 Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into
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his fields to feed swine. '® And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the

pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything.
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Is this a bad thing or a good thing? Well, it was certainly an unpleasant thing for this young

man. But it was a good thing in the sense that he came to his senses.
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[Luke 15:17 NKJV]
17 "But when he came to himself, he said, "How many of my father's hired servants

have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!
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Very often bad times are good in the sense that they help us to think clearly. And this man
says, "I was way better off when I was a son. Even the servants in my father's house were

way better off than I am now."
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Now I think there are many people in the world who end up thinking these thoughts.
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[Luke 15:18-19 NKJV]
18 T will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you, !° and I am no longer worthy to be called your son.

Make me like one of your hired servants.

F/\ A RERR, BIESCHIREE, Mtk “AOR! TER TR, XBETER WNSLUE,
AECARNIRE LT, EEE e T ”

11



Is that easy to do? Do you find it really easy to go to somebody and say, "I've got a problem.
The problem is me. I was wrong, and I wronged you. I apologize to you"? And you know that
doesn't happen very often, because it hasn't happened to you very often. Very rarely does

someone come to you with a deep, sincere apology.
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And therefore, don't be surprised if not many people go to God with a deep, sincere apology
either. Now, Amir has just joined us. Welcome, Amir. Luke chapter 15. We're reading in verse
number 18. Verse 18 is the key. He said, "I will arise and go to my father." How does a person
become a Christian? How does a person get their sins forgiven? These questions are asked

all the time, and there's many answers in scripture, but they all say the same thing.
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What happened to this boy's pride? Well, he lost it all. What did he decide to do? He said,
"I'm going to tell my father I was wrong, but I want to be in his house." And that's how
everyone becomes a Christian today. We go to the father, we say, "Lord, I was wrong, you

were right, I want to be in your house, please."
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And that's what I said when I became a Christian, and I believe if you become a Christian,
you said something like that too. So I said, "Lord, I'm just a little boy, I'm a sinner, I know
that. I don't want to go my way, I want to go your way. I want to go to your heaven, I don't
want you to punish me for my sins. Take away my sins, keep me from sin, I want to be in your
house." That's what I said to God the night I got saved.
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I want you to note that there were two phases to this. Verse 18: "I will arise and go to my
father." Verse 20: "And he arose and came to his father." There are a lot of people in life who

say, "I should do that, I plan to do that, I will do that," it's just they never get around to it.
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Is there anything in your life that you know you should do, but you just haven't done it?
That's a very real personal and powerful question. If you know you should do it, you should
do it. Do it.
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You'll remember the story when the angel came to Joseph in the middle of the night.
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[Matthew 2:13 NKJV]

Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream, saying, "Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay
there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him."
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So what did Joseph do? Well, if it had been me, I would have said, "Lord, it's the middle of
the night, I'll get up in the morning, I'll have a good breakfast, and I'll go to Egypt." Or would
you say as Joseph did, "I'm going to get up right now; I know it's the middle of the night, and
frankly, I'm dog tired. I'm going to get up right now." And then they went to Egypt. He woke
up Mary, he woke up the child, and they went.
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So what do you do when that happens to you? Something like that happened to me last
night. I went to bed, I was sound asleep. And then the phone rang. I looked at my watch, it
said it's midnight. I was tired. So I said, "Well, what should I do? Should I just ignore the
call? Or should I speak to him and say, 'Listen, it's midnight, call me tomorrow'?" But I
thought, you know, I really should speak to this man. So I answered the call. We had a long
conversation. I believe it was a valuable conversation. In part, it was about the Lord Jesus
Christ.
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QIR RAEAEIR S b, IREELM? WEMGEER] 7R LIRS, TR ERIERA T, HIGmW 7, 4%+
e TRR, TAH: "TRIZAEE, WRETIMUIBIRET? 7 ERERIERAIOZAIXNRE, TR
THIEG, BATRTRA, R —RIREOMEREDE, H 2T BRI,

So I guess I'm encouraged by this story. This young man said, "I am going to do it," and he
did it.
SRIAER 235, FOVX MR GUEES R, 1 E ST

[Luke 15:20 NKJV]
20 "And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his

father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.

BT TRk, HMICRITE R, MHEISIE, MACREN, #ah Tiizh, MAEEMSE, 1%
3 5 S,

"A far way off," the father saw him. Have you ever noticed that you tend to see what you're
looking for? You can train your eye to see things you're looking for. You can also train your
eye to not see things you're not looking for. You'll note that when you're driving your car.
You'll note that when you lost something in the house and you're trying to find it.

“MHERZ” |, SCRIE W T, RAERATERRIREE 2B IRIEESEAVRIE? 7RA] UIZIREEEB IR
RBER, Wa] DUIZIRIS BISIRAEER, SR EeER RN, RRAINXZ2ER,

That's true of God. In this sense, that God prioritizes what he's looking for. And he is looking.

I think it's true from the book of Chronicles, this verse.

MR, R ERRRBAE AL, ES . FAEAUEEANX AR T — M.

[2 Chronicles 16:9 NKJV]
For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show

Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him.

HRFIERIAR H B S i, BB RAERS B AL OF ISE i N,

When God is looking at people, who does he seek? He sees in the crowd the man, the

woman, whose heart is perfect toward him. You want to be noticed by God? Set your heart to
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go toward him. This man did. One day, probably years after he saw his son last, he saw his

son at the gate.

LB AR, HETRKUE? HEAREH S EIRLEALLAR T 2RI N PRAEE S TEMAERID? RO
o WURIX N AN—FE, WMIFEZERNZ G, A RICRHERINTHAER T RLF.

So the father saw him. Number two, he had compassion. Number three, he ran. Okay, that's
very good. We often think God's not in a hurry. He's in a hurry. He loves us. And he will run

to help you. When he got there, he fell on his neck and kissed him.

SCREBEWTE; B, s TR0, B=, Ml gk, XRY. EAMEDOVMAESR, HLHRE, #
B, MRBLRFEBIIR, LRI, #EE ) LR SUTEE RV,

God loves us. He wants to have a very close relationship with us. He didn't say, "Look, he's
running back, let him wait a while, rest a bit, and then I'll feed him." He fell on his neck and

kissed him. Amen. That's a very encouraging verse.

AT, MAEMBATESAFF RERR R, MREW: “F, MHERk T, ibfbiE—=)L, KRE A
Rz, ” MEEIEMRSEEY, B, X2 TR ZEURIZ .

[Luke 15:21 NK]JV]
21 And the son said to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight,

and am no longer worthy to be called your son.'

Eob, LT R B TR, SURE TR SR, FRRHRILT, "

Is that what he planned to say? Oh yes, but it's only half of what he planned to say. What he
planned to say, verse 19, ended with this: "Make me like one of your hired servants." But his
father cut him off. He never did get to that part of the line. It was not his father's intent to

make him like a hired servant. It was his father's intent to restore him as a son.

RIS ? 2Ry, (HERMTRIR A, ES TR, MEATER: RSN REL
M, 7 AHACSRITH T, IR N¥A), SORIERNZZEME R L, m2EREt) LFrIHAL

So I think when you get discouraged, I often think of this story. And I say, "Lord, you know, I
did something foolish. I made lots of mistakes. But I look at this story and I say, 'Jesus still

loves me, hallelujah!""

SIRBOOERN, WEIBRXNEHE, R "W, BETRZEBEOFE, L TR2H, HREELER
W, B CEERERIRER, WA T 7
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The father cut the son off; he didn't let him go on to talk about being a hired servant.

SCRATT 7L RIS, IiEMhARSAR 2 e T,

[Luke 15:22-24 NKJV]

22 "But the father said to his servants, "Bring out the best robe and put it on him,
and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. >3 And bring the fatted calf here
and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; ?* for this my son was dead and is alive

again; he was lost and is found.' And they began to be merry.

BB AT ACRAMI MG IR AR IR RS AR R E MRSk b S
ZEAEM_E; SEARAEA k= T, BATTATDARZIE PR OB LF2AEmE s, KimXAGH. ~ ]
RURIRE R

Have you noticed that when you return to God, you always get far more than you were
contemplating? And God says, "You come back to me and I will give you what you want, but
I'll give you far more." That's the story of the Christian life. When I came to the Lord Jesus, I
expected that he was going to help me a little bit. He helped me a whole lot more than I ever

thought I was going to be helped. And so I say, "Praise the Lord."

RAERATERD], SREEM SN, SRRESEBERIER? ik “REZPEXE, RIAIREE
1, BERIREZ, " KRB ENENSE, SPRTIISERmEATH, RAEEMTR RS, SR
WHNZERAER, TR BT, 7

Verse 24 ends with, "And they began to be merry." When did they stop being merry? When
did the father stop rejoicing in the fact that the son came back? No, it hasn't happened yet.
When did the son stop being happy that he came back? Hasn't happened yet. What about the
servants? Were they happy that the son came back? The answer is yep, they're still happy.

B TTORER: ISR ER, T T AR IR T ? AR T 2B R R L BRI E AR
T? WA, L am IR RERT % 7?7 WiH, (BAME? R URATERE,

So sometimes I think about some people who became Christians when they came to 16th
Avenue Gospel Chapel. And when I think about it, I get happy all over again. It's true; I was
happy when it happened 60 years ago and my friend Doug became a Christian. Well, that
was 60 years ago; I'm still happy. And he's still happy. And when we get to heaven, we're
going to continue to be happy.
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AN BAZBRLEAE S 16 EF AN EEERI A, BB GER, AN ERTRRIATAGER (Doug)
A FEFENBAIR 4, AN ERISRBARIAREG D, MBERAGES, FRNETRE, BMS%EE2%
N

The Older Brother

[Luke 15:25 NK]JV]
25 "Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the house,

he heard music and dancing.

Ho I RN, RJLFIEERE, fhEsk, BRI, WrERBERR S &,

So this story begins with two people. In verse 1, we have the tax collectors and the sinners.
And in verse 2, we have the Pharisees and the scribes. And this younger son that we've been
reading about, he is like the sinners and the tax collectors. He realized he was a sinner and
he came back to God. But this next older son, verse 25, he's like the Pharisees and the

scribes.

ORI SAREIM N E—TAEBEMIEN, BT HENZEANS L, NLFREBEREA, REIRE
H 2 R NIFRIZTE AT, M5 R L P GERZE AR L,

[Luke 15:26 NK]JV]

26 So he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant.

F NN, MM MK, R AT,

Is that what you would have done? No, I don't think so. I would have gone to my father and I
would have said, "Hey Dad, what's going on? Sounds like we got a party going here. What's
happening?" This older brother didn't really have a very good relationship with his father,

because he had to ask what was going on from a servant.

TREZIZFEMIG? BARA =, BERBECKMA: “88, RAEMNAT? WERAEDMRZ? 7 KJLTIRMCE
KENELFE, R MERNNEZE T 4,

There are many people in the world who've gotten religion. They might even say they're

Christians. But they don't have a close relationship with God the Father or God the Son.
5 ERZ NAREUEM, EE AR, BEM]5 Ml F i A R B xX R,
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[Luke 15:27 NKJV]
27 And he said to him, "Your brother has come, and because he has received him

safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.'

FoAET, AP IRILERT . IRCERIONEM 2o Ek, e T,

He basically said, "Come on in, we're having a party. And the calf is killed and it's going to be

a scrumptious meal. Come on in."

IMAEAR BRI Pk, BATEDNIRY, 748, ABURE, HRIERIE,

[Luke 15:28 NK]JV]
28 "But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and

pleaded with him.

Fo)\H, RILFAES, MEEER; MACRH R,

That's like the Pharisees. We read about them all through the Gospels. All the good things
that are happening, and the Pharisees are always critical. At least they can pretend to find
fault. And an amazing thing about this older brother: he didn't love his father, and he didn't
love his brother.

BTEMZEN, RS BHBATE B ZEMBEAS SSEHEIS], sF B, T RILFA A
W= AR, AZEH K,

Our responsibility in life is to rejoice at the good things that God does. And when God does
things that makes him happy, you and I say, "I'm going to be happy with those things." And
when God does things that makes our brothers and sisters happy, we say, "I'm going to be
happy with those things." Don't be the critic. You be the one who rejoices with those who

rejoice. You be the one who weeps with those who weep.

BATAERTUERZ R AT ER L FME R, LA 7 — ik B S esiH, BB R S k%
A=, REMEONIE, NEHUAE, ES5ERARIK, SERIIAFRS,

[Romans 12:15 NKJV]

Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.
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SERNAZFR, SRIAZERS,

What is the message of the Bible? Well, basically, it's the father pleading with men and
women, boys and girls like you and me, pleading with us and saying, "Come on in, I want you

to come to my party."”
ELEHANEERMTA? BA LR RIS B LED, BIRBIZARA, AT “BERIE, FAELE
TRRSIRAIRE, ~

In the last chapter we studied, chapter 14, the people made excuses so they didn't have to go

to the party.

£ E—ER1ZE, MBEEORRSES,

[Luke 14:18 NK]JV]
But they all with one accord began to make excuses. The first said to him, "I have

bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me excused.'

A= ARF R, Sk—Di: “BER T —8utl, BIEER, EIRERE 7. 7

In this case, the brother complains and says, "I don't want to party with a brother. My
brother did something bad. I won't forgive him. I don't even want to go to his party." The
father loved the older son. The father loved the younger son. The older son didn't love

anybody but himself. So shame on him.

FEIXPFBID, BFEHEAG:  RABRB S GERS, M rAE, B, REEEERMRAIR
X 7 RERARILY, HEANLY, BERILFRT ADERAE, Mt izEE E .

All right, well, our time is gone again. And so we're going to stop in the middle of the story.
We always stop in the middle of the story. Keep coming back. Again tonight, we saw much

about the love of our father. Praise the Lord, God is love.

IFTRIZ] T, BATEAEREE R TR, BAVEREERFE PR, HRSEREK, SHBNHRER TRRE
%, BERRE, MEE.

[1 John 4:8 NKJV]

He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.

RAZL, FAANIRM, BOVHRLE 2,
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Closing Prayer

So let's pray. Lord, we want to thank you that you are a loving God. You're even a forgiving
God. And you listen to the heart of those who are grieved and say, "I'm sorry, I did it wrong. I
want to come back to you." Help us, Lord, to be humble and to be repentant. And continue,
we pray, to invite us back to your party. And so we thank you for these stories, and we pray
that we might learn from them and live by them. And we ask these things now in Jesus' name

and give thanks. Amen.

BADRAE S, EMW, BATEER MR Z N, EERMAANNH EEVOIREZ AR, ]
i WANE, FEEET, FREMBIEXE, 7 FW, SREFBHIATHEML, FHTRERSEIEIRATEA
AR, AL, FrRBATREM A AT, BATRARRA 4T SRR, BT,

So again, thank you for tonight. Look forward to seeing you next week. And if you're able, on

Zoom, maybe tomorrow, in person or Zoom, good to see you. God bless us all.

PRS0, JIRE T WEIORMT, WERATDARYIE, BAR{EZoom b, s ILEiEZoom, R4 WEIIRAL,
TR TRAT T

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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