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The Plan for the Word

So, again, welcome to sharing. And to Jean and Linda—I never know whether Linda’s here or
there. She was here; now she’s there. This is the other Linda. Where is this? This is Joseph’s
wife, Josie. Josie’s wife is there. That’s right, she went home. Okay, alright. Hard to keep

track of everybody.

FITDARHROUGI R o WAL AMIE A IIE—F S B A E A B AEIX LI R AEARIL, NIA FEIXIL, BIAES
ALY o X5 —AhIE, XALRUE? IXRBLABHET, . GFRETHENRIL N1, WER T 47,
RAEBERR 1 N

What has been my plan regarding these meetings at 11:30? I keep on asking myself the
question, "I've got to tell the people what the Bible is all about." And so from God’s
perspective, this is what I think the Bible is all about.
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God'’s Logic: Life, Resurrection, and Repentance

It’s all about the fact that there is a God. And He said to His Son, there is a resurrection.
And because there’s a God, and because there’s a resurrection, there must be repentance,
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

[Matthew 4:17 NK]JV]
From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, "Repent, for the kingdom of

heaven is at hand."
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Well, that makes a fair amount of sense. I call it God’s logic. And if you read the Bible
starting at Genesis 1:1 and ending up at Revelation 22:21—as Donald Trump and others are
doing; I don’t know, Donald Trump is going to be reading several verses, I don’t know if he’s
going to stay for the rest of the week.

[Genesis 1:1 NK]JV]

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

[Revelation 22:21 NK]JV]

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
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When I first started working primarily with Chinese people just coming over from China, I
said, "Harold, you’'ve got to start here." And I was amazed. Most people, when I started
talking to them, said, "I already know there’s a God." It’s harder to prove the resurrection;
that takes more time. And it’s true, if you go out into the world, a lot of people will tell you
there’s a God, and some people will say there’s a resurrection. A lot of people stop and they
don’t get going on repentance. There is a God, there is a resurrection, therefore there must

be a repentance.
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Man’s Logic: Excuses and Unbelief

So my question is: what is man’s logic? That’s God’s logic; what is man’s logic? And
interesting, man’s logic goes like this. Man’s logic says there is no repentance. Someone
says, "I don’t intend to repent." What goes on in their head? They’d have to say why. And
they have to come up with an excuse for not repenting. What would be a good excuse for not
repenting? Well, this would be a good excuse: "There is no resurrection." If there’s no
resurrection, you wouldn’t have to. See you later, man! And if you think about that long

enough, you could even say, "There is no God."
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So if you wanted to explain God, you would start here and you go this way. And if you wanted
to explain the world, you’d go this way. And tragically, Mr. So-and-so—he’s a friend of mine—
you said, "Harold, I don’t intend to repent." And after a while he said, "I don’t believe there’s
a resurrection.” And then he got to the point where he said, "I don’t believe there’s a God."

Oh, how tragic. Is that the logic of the world? Yeah, that’s basically the logic of the world.
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Is there evidence that there’s a God? Oh sure, it’'s everywhere, especially in the last few
years. I've been amazed in the last few years; the astronomers looking at the universe, the
microbiologists looking at the very basics of life—both extremes in the last few years have
proven that there’s got to be a God. Is there evidence for the resurrection of Jesus Christ?
And many, many researchers and students have concluded that there is more evidence for
the resurrection of Jesus Christ than any other event in ancient history. So is the problem
that there is no God? Or that there is no resurrection? What’s the problem? No repentance.
Oh boy, alright, so that’s the background.
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The Great Supper and the Heart of Non-Repentance

Take your Bibles and turn to the book of Luke, chapter fourteen. And you’ll remember this
story. We're going to go through a lot of things fast, but you’ll remember the story of Luke

14. Verse sixteen says:

[Luke 14:16-18 NKJV]

16 Then He said to him, "A certain man gave a great supper and invited many, !”



and sent his servant at supper time to say to those who were invited, "Come, for all
things are now ready.' '® But they all with one accord began to make excuses. The
first said to him, "I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask

you to have me excused.'
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So how do you feel when you make a great big lovely supper, you go out of your way, and you
invite lots of people, and nobody comes? What are you going to think? You say, "Well, maybe
last time I invited them, the food didn’t taste very good." Maybe you say, "They don’t like me
anymore." You think of all kinds of reasons why they just didn’t bother coming to your dinner.
This is a picture of the non-repentance of people. And God invites them to the great supper,
and they lie awake at night trying to think of what excuse they could have. How foolish. How

selfish. How insulting.
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Treat your boss like that, what’s he going to do? Fire you! You treat the chef like that, what’s
he going to do? In the army, don’t treat the chef wrong. What does the chef do? The next
night he gives you beans. And the next night after that, he gives you hash. And the next night
after that, he gives you a leftover bean hash. Don’t insult the chef! So it all starts out; they
said, "Jesus, we don’t want you. God, we don’t want you." We’'re at the repentance end of
things, and they say, "We don’t want to repent. I would rather do what I want to do rather
than do what the God who made me wants me to do. I believe myself, I believe the devil, I

don’t believe you, God."

GUERIIBEERRFIREEMN, = EAM? OREiE ! IRAFENERE, MEAM? FZFNE, ThHlEE
FEFIT, BB AMM? 55 K B G IRIZE . B N —BA IRzt E0E, # N BB IRz 1t
. REEUEIR! ATLUX—VIRIFaaZ, M. “HRER, FATRHEZER, #h, BATRHEEHR, ~ £
BOXFREE b, M0 RO RN, BT RIS, WA EMOIRALNE RO AR R HE, 3K
MEREC, BMERR, BAHER, w7



Lost Sheep and Lost Sons

What’s the next story? Well, it’s the story about the lost things of chapter fifteen. Can you

remember the first story? A man had a hundred sheep, and one of them was lost.

[Luke 15:3-7 NKJV]

3 So He spoke this parable to them, saying: * "What man of you, having a hundred
sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and
go after the one which is lost until he finds it? > And when he has found it, he lays
it on his shoulders, rejoicing. ® And when he comes home, he calls together his
friends and neighbors, saying to them, "Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep
which was lost!"' 7 I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no

repentance.
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What about the sheep that was found? Everything is wonderful. How many sheep were lost
in that story? One hundred, yeah. What happened to the ninety-nine in the wilderness? They
were all lost. I'm just not sure that they knew they were all lost. There’s a difference
between being lost alone and lost with other people. If you're lost alone, that’s pretty scary.
But if you’'re lost with a hundred other people, it’s maybe not that bad. You say, "Well, maybe
I'm not as lost... I'm okay, I'm the same as Wally." And so this is a story of ninety-nine sheep
all together in the wilderness. Very little food, very little water. They're all together. They
look at each other and say, "I'm better than he is." And then the one over here says, "I'm
lost," and the one over here says, "I'm prepared to repent." The Lord reaches out to him, and
the sheep didn’t run away. He picked him up and put him on his shoulders, and the sheep
didn’t kick. That sheep knew a little bit about repentance.
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You remember the story about the lost son. He was a selfish son; he said, "Dad, give me my
money, give me your money. I want half of your money, Dad." And he took it, and he went into
a far country and squandered the money. He got so lost—he was lost! And he said, "I’'m going

to repent; I'm going back to my father."

[Luke 15:11-32 NKJV]

1 Then He said: "A certain man had two sons. '? And the younger of them said to
his father, "Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.' So he divided to
them his livelihood. '* And not many days after, the younger son gathered all
together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with
prodigal living. '* But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that

land, and he began to be in want.
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How many lost sons were in that story? Well, there were two lost sons; the other son was just
as lost as the first. The second lost son said, "I'm prepared to wait a little more to get all my
dad’s money." He wouldn’t even go to his brother’s reunion. He wouldn’t listen to his father’s
pleading. He said, "I want some food so that I can entertain my friends. I don’t want your
friends, God. I don’t want your friends, Dad; I don’t want my brother’s friends; I want my
friends." The reality was, he was just as unrepentant as his brother was before his brother

became repentant.
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The Rich Man and Lazarus

One other story, we get to Luke sixteen. What’s that story all about? It’s the Rich Man and

Lazarus. And the rich man dies, and he goes to hell, and he is greatly tormented.

[Luke 16:19-31 NKJV]

19 "There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and
fared sumptuously every day. ?° But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full
of sores, who was laid at his gate, ?! desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell
from the rich man's table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 So it
was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The
rich man also died and was buried. 23 And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up

his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.
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What was his problem? Well, he didn’t pay any attention to the poor man who was at his
gate. He didn’t love him. All he cared about was himself. He didn’t know the first thing about
repentance. Then he has a long talk with Abraham. And then he says, in verse twenty-seven,

"T’'ve got a bright idea." He says:

[Luke 16:27-28 NKJV]
27 "Then he said, "I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my
father's house, 2 for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also

come to this place of torment.'
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He’s saying, "The only reason my brothers and I didn’t do what was right is we didn’t have
enough evidence." In verse thirty, he said to Abraham, "If one went to my brothers from the



dead, they will repent." Abraham said, "No, that’s not the problem." They wouldn’t repent
then either.
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Conclusion: The Heart’s Choice

So what’s the problem? Is the problem that we don’t know enough about God? Is God at fault
because He didn’t make the Bible ten pages longer? Is the problem that people aren’t sure
Jesus rose from the dead? No, that’s not the problem. The rich man wouldn’t repent, and his
brothers wouldn’t repent. It wouldn’t matter how much more evidence you gave them; they
still wouldn’t repent. What happens if you don’t repent? You start believing the lie. You start
believing the lie about God.
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Can you imagine on judgment day, standing before God and saying, "Your problem, God, is
you didn’t give me enough evidence"? And He says, "What? Did you ever consider
springtime? Do you ever consider DNA? Do you ever look up in the sky?" Of course the
evidence is there. It’s all over. What is the problem? They won’t say it, but the fact is their
reason simply goes like this; within their own heart, they say, "I love my sin and I will not go

God’s way."
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And that’s the logic of the man who sits on skid row. And it’s the logic all the way up to the
man who’s at the top of the wealth ladder, or the politics ladder, or the other ladders. The
man at the bottom, the man at the top—they’re all saying the same thing if they haven’t
turned to Jesus. They say, "I love my sin, I love my way, I don’t care about the God who loved
me and the Savior who died to save me." This is God’s logic: if you follow this, you will end
up thinking like God. This is the devil’s logic, which he will pass on to you. If you reject God’s

logic, you must accept his logic.
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What happens if you reject the devil’s logic? You begin to think, "My God!" You begin to think
like God. And so the apostle says that we are to be renewed by the renewing of our mind. We
study the Bible, we read the Bible, we live the Bible, and we begin to think like God. So what
do most people think like? Most people tend to think like most people, don’t they? It’s
amazing to me how styles change. It’s amazing to me how history changes. It’s amazing to
me when you read the Old Testament that all the people of God followed this way, and then
another king came and all followed that way. And you say, "What’s wrong with people? They
keep on going back and forth." The easiest thing is to follow a man’s logic based on no
repentance. God says, "Don’t do it." You may follow God’s logic: there is a God; Jesus did rise
from the dead; He will judge us; we must repent. And no matter what everybody else says.
Alright, well, just some simple thoughts for today on God’s way versus the devil’s way. I'd

rather go God’s way.
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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