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The Necessity of Departure

Well, very good! So nice to see each one here this afternoon. We’re going to go back to
Exodus chapter 12. And so, this chapter 12, we’re looking at the departure of the children of
Israel from the land of Egypt, and we’re looking at the same time at the establishment of the
feasts of Passover and of Unleavened Bread. The fact that the children of Israel went free
after having been slaves in Egypt for hundreds of years—that was an absolutely amazing
event. Nothing like it has ever happened before, nor since in history. And the fact that it was
accomplished in such an amazing way is also an amazing fact. So, there is a lot of emphasis
on it here in Exodus, and a lot of emphasis on the parallel facts of the death of the Lord Jesus

Christ and the salvation of Christians. That’s a big deal in the New Testament!
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Remember the story now is simple: they were slaves, and the Lord sent ten plagues upon the
Egyptians. We finished off in chapter 12, verse 33 last week, with the last language that says,
"We shall all be dead." There comes a point in all of our lives when we say we either follow
the Lord and obey Him, or we will be dead. After the ninth plague, the Egyptians as a
populace basically said, "We must let these people go. Their God will kill us all if we don’t."
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[Exodus 12:33-34 NK]JV]

33 And the Egyptians urged the people, that they might send them out of the land
in haste. For they said, "We shall all be dead." 3* So the people took their dough
before it was leavened, having their kneading bowls bound up in their clothes on

their shoulders.
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In a very technical sense, they couldn’t put yeast or leaven into their bread because they
were moving. So, several significant things happened about that night, and one of them was

that they took unleavened bread with them.
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Plundering the Egyptians

Another significant thing was verse 35:

[Exodus 12:35-36 NKJV]

35 Now the children of Israel had done according to the word of Moses, and they
had asked from the Egyptians articles of silver, articles of gold, and clothing. 3¢
And the LORD had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they
granted them what they requested. Thus they plundered the Egyptians.
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Before the tenth plague, at the end of the ninth plague, these people went to their bosses,
the Egyptians, and they said, "We would like you to give us something, please." And they
gave them gold, silver, and clothing. What did they need the clothing for? Because they were
going to be in the wilderness for forty years, and you have to wear something, so they got
some good clothing. Why did they ask for gold and silver? Well, they were very valuable, and
you could actually carry a little bit with you as you travel. And why did the Egyptians give it



to them? Well, for two reasons. I think, number one, if they didn't favor them, they’d all be
dead themselves.

B IR, WHE VKGR, X NSRBI R M BRI 2R, 7 ffilstsa 1
i1, WAFIRE, MMZEIXERETHANE? FOMITEZED B Binz U4, BEFR44, Al
1= T — ARk S S, A AER PR TIE? ROVENERS, RITIRITEEER. 2R
BaftdIve? BIONEMADIRRE: B—, RIS, BITESERGEAN T .

And I think the other thing that they might have done is said, "You know, we're wondering
about back wages." Some of the older ones would say, "I've been working for you for forty
years, and you haven’t paid me five cents yet, so I want you to give me some gold—a lot of
gold." They might have said, "Actually, my father worked for you, and you never paid him
anything either. And my grandfather worked for you, and you never paid him anything
either." And so, they kept on giving them gold and silver and clothes and all they needed.
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Does God remember your need for back pay? Sometimes you work for somebody and he
doesn't pay you very much. Other times you work for somebody and he pays you far more
than your worth. Why did he give you more than you were worth on one occasion? Probably
to pay for the time you didn't get what you were worth. The Lord remembers; that’s the
wonderful thing. What does Matthew 6:33 say?

[Matthew 6:33 NKJV]
But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall
be added to you.
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So, the Lord is gracious, and the Lord is good. Verse 37 says:



[Exodus 12:37-38 NK]JV]
37 Then the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six
hundred thousand men on foot, besides children. 3¢ A mixed multitude went up

with them also, and flocks and herds--a great deal of livestock.
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Frankly, that’s a lot of people. I'm not sure of the precise total number, but it was somewhere
between one million and two million. That's a lot of people to go on a hike! If there were
flocks and herds, why would you say "a great deal of livestock"? You think there might have
been some donkeys amongst them? It is possible. So, if I were to go to my boss and say,
"Boss, I'd like you to give me some back wages," and he gave me ten pounds of gold, what
would I do with ten pounds of gold? That would probably weigh a fair amount, wouldn't it? I
couldn't just carry that around in my back pocket. So, I might even have had a donkey. I
could put some of the gold and silver, the extra clothes, and a few other things on the

donkey.
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The Mixed Multitude

So, they went out, and there was a large number. Verse 38 says it was a "mixed multitude."
What do we understand about a mixed multitude? Who would have been in that group? A
whole lot of Israelites, of course. But do you think any of the Egyptians went with them? I
think so. Why do you think they would have gone? I think a lot of Egyptians would have gone
simply because they said, "We believe in this God. He is the Israelite God, but God has
blessed them and honored them. It's obvious that God is God, and we’re going to follow the

God who is there rather than pretend with a god of pretense."
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And there were others who went along, I think, not because they really believed in that God,
but because they felt, "If this carries on for any length of time, the blessings are all with the
Israelites, not with the Egyptians. I'd better change sides. Not because I believe in God, but
because if I don’t change sides, I'll be in trouble." I think there are those three kinds of

groups that go with the Lord to church today.
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Some are people who've grown up in the church. They learned about it when they were
children, and as they grew up, they learned more and more and said, "Yes! I believe in the
God of my fathers." And I think there are others who say, "Well, I certainly didn't grow up in
this. I'm not part of the church going back a generation or two, but I know it's true, and I'm

going to trust the Lord as my Savior and become a first-generation Christian."
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Then there are others in our generation who join the church and spend time with the people
of God. You would almost think they were Christians. They're there, but not for the goodness
of God or the blessing of the people; they're there for themselves. They say, "This is a good
place to be. We’re better off with the Christians than we would be out in the world." So, this
is a "mixed multitude" in two senses: not necessarily all Israelites, but some Egyptians with
them; and then those who truly did believe in God versus others who just basically "went
along for the ride." I focus on this because later on we’re going to read about this mixed
multitude. Sometimes they did some bad things because there were some amongst them who

weren't true believers.
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Divine Timing and Deliverance

Verse 39 says:



[Exodus 12:39 NK]JV]
And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they had brought out of
Egypt; for it was not leavened, because they were driven out of Egypt and could

not wait, nor had they prepared provisions for themselves.
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This is a picture of the Christian who trusts the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior and starts to
move. Just like they started to move without making adequate provision for the future, they
simply couldn’t cook leavened bread. When a person first becomes a Christian, it’s often like
that. He doesn't fall into sin right when he first gets saved. Some of my friends got saved at a
Bible camp. Not only did they become Christians, but because they spent several days there,
they weren't able to commit the sins they would normally do, because there were no
facilities for sin at the Bible camp! Very often, when you first become a Christian, it’s easier

to stay away from sin than it is later when you get tempted again.
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[Exodus 12:40-42 NKJV]

40 Now the sojourn of the children of Israel who lived in Egypt was four hundred
and thirty years. 4! And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty
years--on that very same day--it came to pass that all the armies of the LORD went
out from the land of Egypt. 42 It is a night of solemn observance to the LORD for
bringing them out of the land of Egypt. This is that night of the LORD, a solemn

observance for all the children of Israel throughout their generations.
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Does God care about how long they’d been in Egypt? Yes, and there were certain prophecies
indicating how long they would be there. How long were they there? Four hundred and thirty
years—not four hundred and thirty years, three months, and thirteen days. It says four

hundred and thirty years precisely. Not one day more, not one day less.
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I've got a friend who is doing a work for God, and his prayer is this: "Lord, I want to serve
You in this work for exactly as long as You want. Not one day too much, not one day too little.
I want to do it exactly on Your schedule." I tell you that because I'm in a prayer group with
him, and he prays that prayer often. Remember, God has got a very accurate calendar. He’s
got your name on it in many places, and what’s going to happen is going to happen at the
right time, at the right moment, in the right way. So very often in the Bible, you’ll find that
phrase "on that very day" or "the selfsame day," just to prove that God is in charge of all the
details. On that very day, you will be delivered from your problems. At that very day, God will

move on your behalf. And you say, "Thank You, Lord. I'm glad that You’'re in charge."
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A Memorial for Generations

How solemn a day was it? This was about fifteen hundred years before Christ—about thirty-
five hundred years ago. Was it important to these people, the Israelites who were delivered?
Yes. And for the Jews in Israel today, and for the Jews all over the world, they still remember
the Feast of Passover and the Unleavened Bread. Over thirty-five hundred years later, and

they still remember it.
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Canada became a nation way back in the year 1867. We remember that on Canada Day.
When is Canada Day? July 1st! Congratulations! What year was it? 1867. Who was the Prime

Minister? Sir John A. Macdonald. When the children of Israel came out, who was in charge?



Moses. You remember Moses, but you don't remember John Macdonald? What’s the matter
with you! If you were to go to Jewish homes today, they could tell you the story of the
Passover in great detail. All of them, all over the world, can tell you the story! God intended

them to remember this story.
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Now, the parallel to this story for us is the Breaking of Bread. We get together and we
remember the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ died, and because of that, we could believe on
Him and He separated us from our sin. He saved us out of sin—not out of Egypt, but out of
sin! We say, "Hallelujah!" You might ask someone like Norma, "What did you do on the first
Sunday of July in 19677?" No matter what Sunday I refer to, she’d give the same answer: "On
Sunday, we remember the Lord and thank Him for all He’s done." That’s what the Jews did.
They remembered these days and thanked the Lord for what He’d done.
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Ordinances of the Passover

You remember that on the night of the Passover, they ate the lamb quickly, with their shoes
on, with their staff in their hand, and they ate it for the glory of God.

[Exodus 12:43-46 NKJV]

43 And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "This is the ordinance of the Passover:
No foreigner shall eat it. #* But every man's servant who is bought for money, when
you have circumcised him, then he may eat it. > A sojourner and a hired servant
shall not eat it. *® In one house it shall be eaten; you shall not carry any of the flesh

outside the house, nor shall you break one of its bones.



PUt+="r: ERFIGEXSEEDE, YEACTE: @@y RgBIZIXeE: SMEAERARIIZIX R, PO+ B8 AR
KRR, 32 7HEIALSEAI DIRZ, PU+F7: S EANE T AEAAIZ, PU+7R00: MSE—RZWZ; A
- RANZETRINSLE, FRNE LR,

So, it isn't just who shall eat it, but it's also how shall it be eaten and when shall it be eaten.
Verse 47: "All the congregation of Israel shall keep it." Now, one of the things we are going
to be learning as we go through these stories is this: the children of Israel all were

commanded to do the same thing at the same time.
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Who ate the Passover? All the children of Israel. What about those who hadn't slept much the
night before? They ate the Passover too. You didn't have an excuse; you ate the Passover.
What happens if you didn't bother putting the blood on the doorposts? The eldest son would
be killed. What happened if you didn't bother keeping the Passover and all the children of
Israel left in the morning, and you’d been out walking and came home to find them all gone?

It’s so simple, but it’s true—all the congregation did it together.
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We live in a land which basically says, "I can pretty much do what I want, when I want, and
everything's going to be fine. I can't do it today, I'll maybe try next month. I'm okay; you go
your way, I'll go my way." I want to remind you—and you're going to see it often as we go
through these studies—all the congregation went together in obedience to the Lord. You
didn't say, "That’s okay for you, but I can't be there today."
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[Exodus 12:48-51 NKJV]

48 And when a stranger dwells with you and wants to keep the Passover to the
LORD, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near and keep it;
and he shall be as a native of the land. For no uncircumcised person shall eat it. 4°

One law shall be for the native-born and for the stranger who dwells among you."



50 Thus all the children of Israel did; as the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron, so
they did. °! And it came to pass, on that very same day, that the LORD brought the

children of Israel out of the land of Egypt according to their armies.
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One Law for All

We live in a world which basically says you can go from country to country and keep your
own laws when you get there. But that was not true in Israel. When you came to the nation
of Israel, you had to follow the laws of the nation of Israel. Many people say, "Oh, I'm a new
Christian, I can come and go, I can do what I want." No, you can't. We are to walk together
in the truth of God.
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It should be that if somebody walks into 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel and asks a question,
every person they ask would give the same answer. We all study so that we know the truth of
God the same way, so that we can answer questions the same way. When [ was a younger
boy, if I didn't know the answer to a question, I would go to my dad and say, "Dad, what do I
think about that?" And he would tell me what I think about that! And I would say, "You're
right, that's what I think, because I think what you think." Do you know that makes life often

easy?
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They were marching. "Where are you going?" "I'm going straight ahead." "Why are you doing
that?" The answer is simple: "Because Moses is leading us and God is leading Moses, and I'm
just marching along behind." One law for the native born and for the stranger—we're all

going in the same direction, all going together, and all singing the same song as we go. Thus,

10



all the children of Israel did as the Lord commanded. They went together; they were
together. What a wonderful situation that is!
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How many went out that day? Six hundred thousand men, plus children and women. They all
went out the same day. There must have been a bit of traffic congestion on the road!
Absolutely amazing. I think they sang on the way out; I think it would be beautiful to listen

to. In unison, in harmony.
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There are two English words that every student of English should learn. One is the word
"symphony." It's where all the instruments and choirs get together for a performance. The
suffix "-phony" means "sound" (like phonetics), and the prefix "syn-" means "together." So, a
"symphony" is beautiful music where everybody is together. The opposite is "cacophony"—
noise where everyone says something different and you can't hear anything clearly. Israel
was a symphony. They all came out on the same day the Lord led them. It was a day of

fulfillment, but also a day of one hundred percent obedience.
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Consecration and First Fruits

According to their armies—have any of you ever been in an army? Most of us say no. I am
glad I have never been in an army, but I've been learning a little bit about them recently.
What I've learned is that when you're in the army, you do what you're told when you're told.

You eat at the right time, you eat what's put before you, and it’s "Yes, sir!"
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Joe Reese was a good soldier. When he was in the army, you had to make your bed very fast
when you got up. You didn't say, "I'm going to sleep in for an extra twenty seconds." When
the bugle blew, you were up! Joe’s sergeant used to penalize them if their beds were not
made perfectly—completely clear, no wrinkles! Joe used to make his bed at nighttime and
then sleep on the floor. When the sergeant came in the morning and looked at his bed, he’d
say, "That man has got it right! Look at his bed! What's wrong with the rest of you?"
Meanwhile, Joe had sat on the floor all night. That's what happens in an army! They traveled

in an organized, collective way.
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When you become a Christian, you don't become a Christian to do your own thing. You
become a Christian to follow the Lord together with your brothers and sisters. Can you see it
in your mind's eye? Six hundred thousand men, plus women and children, marching together
in an orderly fashion as an army. If they had drones in those days, a drone would fly over and
say, "What on earth is this? They're moving together like an army. This is absolutely

amazing."

SR EEGE, RAZEN TIE CRIFMBOVEE . TR EEETERN 15 50 b ik —E iR F. IRAE
RSN EEIE? SN ABA, MEAL)LE, BEN—HHRARTH, MR ERETA
P, TAM RS RERW: “RBRE4? WIHEEN 857178, Bxtad, ”

[Exodus 13:1-3 NKJV]

I Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2> "Consecrate to Me all the firstborn,
whatever opens the womb among the children of Israel, both of man and beast; it
is Mine." 3 And Moses said to the people: "Remember this day in which you went
out of Egypt, out of the house of bondage; for by strength of hand the LORD

brought you out of this place. No leavened bread shall be eaten.

FH=F= 1 BNERmEEEY: " DI AR, e AR, WERE, Eohlhx
A3 7 = PN A URIIEID S MR R ERAXH,  ROVHBFIAE FRRERITRARMTTM
XHIT WK, AR A, 7
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Don't take advantage of the freedom in order to sin; take advantage of the freedom to not
sin. Verse 8 says: "And you shall tell your son in that day, saying, 'This is done because of

what the LORD did for me when I came up from Egypt.""

AEMAEBELTE, MEMPEHE A7 L% #/\mid: “RH, RESFRIILFR:  XER
HRAIGEAE IR IR R I N R ATRY S~ 7

[Exodus 13:9-10 NKJV]

9 It shall be as a sign to you on your hand and as a memorial between your eyes,
that the LORD's law may be in your mouth; for with a strong hand the LORD has
brought you out of Egypt. '° You shall therefore keep this ordinance in its season

from year to year.

N RXREAERT EFICS, EREEIRS, EERMAERIAERFEAEIR S, ROHRRIGEE FHRRERT TR IR
MIRRFHR, 790 Fr DAREREEZ S HISFIX .

What do you need a sign on your hand and a memorial between your eyes for? To remind you
of what happened. When I was a child, I had a friend who had to go to the store, and he
couldn't remember what his mother told him to buy, so he wrote it on his hand! If you put a
sign on your hand, you'll see it, right? Some of you put a sign on your finger—a ring—to
remind yourself and everyone else that you're not "free," you're married! You've got a

wonderful wife or husband, and it reminds you and everyone else.

N 2ZET ERES, EREIFERNE? 2o TIRMER AT H, PO A MRS, tid A~ E
Wikttt 2, MRS AT L RIRET LMELS, REREEN, XIE? (RIPaEATE LS
IS —mIE—PUREE A A E N N2 "HlET , IRESET ! IRE—DRMIZEFECR, Xid
S ZITEREE VRFIE .

Why put a sign on your forehead? So that when someone sees you, they say, "What's that
sign on your head?" and then you tell them! If you’re on a team, you wear red shirts or blue
shirts so you don't pass the ball to the wrong person. Has the Lord saved you? Has the Lord
delivered you? Is there a sign? Do others see it? "Something is strange about you—what is

it?" That’s the way it was to be with the children of Israel.

N 2ZHEL EAFES? 20 T AE WARR A “IREsk EARRRE? ™ SRS IREAT DA IR Q2R AR
FEBRRAE, IREFLUICEEL, AR SHUBRMEH N, TR IRIG? TR T IRIG? Hid =057 B ARE
BHkiL?  “fRE EASAR R —R A 20?7 XE LS N H BIRET
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The Lord’s law should be in your mouth. When people listen to you, they should say there's
something different about that. In a general sense, this is the law of first fruits, and it's
especially true of families. The firstborn belongs to the Lord. If the firstborn is right, you say
to the rest, "Be like him." If the firstborn is wrong, the second one says, "I'm just doing what

Billy did." The first fruits is a wonderful principle.

FHIEEN SR, SAMTIRYE, AN SWEE AR, MR R, IXRIRRTRIZG, Xt
REESONGN, SKAERE T, MRKFATHE, M HMZTH: “2Hth—r, ~ MRKFES
T, BUREW: “RARRERAMMIEM. T WIRRIRTE DA DRI,

The Story of the First Check

Does the law of first fruits work? My friend Steve lives in central British Columbia. He was
studying at UBC and didn't come from a wealthy family, so he got a job for the summer as a
surveyor on the mountain tops. He calculated how much he needed for the next year at

university and how much he would earn, and they were just about equal.

PR FRIENATIR@EN? AV ILFREAER TGP, HNMEUBC LY, KEFFAEH, ArlAMbiX
7B, LTSN E R, MR TN R TR S AR O, WA NGRS,

When he got his first paycheck, he thought, "The Bible says the first fruits are for the Lord."
He felt he should send that first paycheck to his friend John in Ecuador. But he thought, "If I
do that, I won't have enough money to get through the year." This was on his mind day after
day. Finally, he wrote to his father: "Dad, this is my first paycheck. Don't put it in my bank
account. Send it to John in Ecuador. I don't know how I'm going to get through next year."

LGN E oK, MAER]: “EREARRFEAS T, T SIS ok EF L MER T
ZIRMINR LIS, B “WERBIABLM, X —ERERAE T, 7 XA MK RS T4 LR,
Ria, MEEHCE: B8, XERVE KR, JIFERNRITIRE, TEFHRENZ/RLH, K
AHERHEZELD, EXAEE, ”

Anyway, he kept climbing the mountains. One day, he started an avalanche! He came down
with all the snow, but he ended up on top, alive. His skis weren't even broken. But he had a
problem: his glasses were gone. How can you be a surveyor on top of a mountain if you can't
see anything? He looked around but couldn't find them. He started climbing back up the
mountain over the avalanche path. About halfway up, he reached over, picked up his glasses,

put them on, and kept going!

ANEERE, MRSHEINE T, F—K, sk 7THM! MEERE BRI, BtiRaFESH L, &
G, MAESIRE SN, EfE DR MRS T, NRIRENERE, EAELTEENER
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At the end of the summer, his boss said, "Steve, you've been a good worker. We'd like you to
come back next summer. To encourage you, we want to give you a bonus." He handed him a
check. How much was the check for? The exact same amount that he had sent to John in
Ecuador at the beginning of the summer. That's God! He honors people who honor Him.

Absolutely marvelous.

BREERIN, MAERGL:  “HER, RTSAHE. BORIREERER, N TEIR, BATEBIR—
ERE, T ENEAM KR, XFEENSIEZ/D? TANMMAZNFAEMNZ/RAMIIE “Ee—
B o IXpUE M W BRI N, AR AT,

Redeeming the Donkey

[Exodus 13:13 NKJV]
But every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb; and if you will not
redeem it, then you shall break its neck. And all the firstborn of man among your

sons you shall redeem.

T NSRS, IREFEEEAUNE; AR, EITITE RIS, LIRILyrkAER), BRI,

I call that the "twenty-five cent verse." When I was a child, a preacher gave us this as a
memory verse and said if we memorized it, he’d give us twenty-five cents the next week. He
came back, but he never asked me to say it. I was disappointed! The next day, I was shopping
with my father and we ran into that preacher. My father told him I was disappointed I didn't
get to say the verse. He asked, "Harold, can you say it?" I quoted it, and he reached into his

pocket and gave me my twenty-five cents!

REN WERARES o BN, A MEEALRITIRSES, SR Tk, FRRARIIM
BT MWERERT, MR, RIVA! K, RAOQKETARN, EFRET I,
R ERMRUEIRLAET (O AP, (RREIS? B THOK, (MR R %)
4TI

He told us children, "You’'re all like little donkeys. You're sinners, and if you don't trust the
Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, you'll die. But if you want a little donkey to live, you go get a
lamb and offer it to the Lord. That way, you don't have to kill the donkey." I'm just like a little
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donkey. Instead of my life being taken, Jesus, the Lamb, died for me. I say, "Thank You, Lord,
for dying for me so that I, the foolish donkey, could live."

e IREATXEZ T “IRATARMG NP IRITTRZARA, IRAME SR EESEE RE, RIS HIR
fRALE/NI TGS, PREUSER— TR T X0, IREEARIRIRSLY 1o 7 BB AR B
A, (HERER, ARG, NERWIE, FiE: “FW VR IIRMLE, LEFIX LB/ NFRERE
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[Exodus 13:14-16 NK]JV]

14 So it shall be, when your son asks you in time to come, saying, "What is this?'
that you shall say to him, "By strength of hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage. > And it came to pass, when Pharaoh was stubborn
about letting us go, that the LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both
the firstborn of man and the firstborn of beast. Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD
all males that open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.' 6 It shall
be as a sign on your hand and as frontlets between your eyes, for by strength of
hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt."

TP HIE, REJLFRRE: X ARR? T REil: CHRIE R RRE R IR SO R 5
GiiR, +HT: BRRELPAREANE, BRMEgtR Lt G AR, TIeRNRMR, R T
It, FA UK ARG HAI SRR, (RBSAER LR, 737 REAERT EFL
T, FEMREEEESE, ROVERFIE T RRER TR ERAIMIR S ok,

These stories weren't just stories; they were some of the most amazing events in history. Has
the Lord saved you? Has He delivered you from the bondage of sin and the devil to be part of
His eternal family? Then keep that truth as a sign on your hand and between your eyes, so
that others see it too.

XEEEAMUOOREE, ENTRIE ERATD IS, TR T RIS? A2 SR TR R A DU R R
K, IERBONHKIESER — 2?7 102, s RIXEEE N T ERIE S ERZSE, IEAIAhEE
UL

Don't Go Back to Egypt
[Exodus 13:17-18 NK]JV]

17 Then it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God did not lead
them by way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said,
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"Lest perhaps the people change their minds when they see war, and return to
Egypt." '8 So God led the people around by way of the wilderness of the Red Sea.
And the children of Israel went up in orderly ranks out of the land of Egypt.

T REREAERNN R, AR HAIERS B, AN IAIREE RO R MA A EE L
FILE M, mERk R, 7 )/ i E dsuEmi T, B IR, e ANHIRNM, #hE
fede BR,

When you first trusted the Lord, did He lead you exactly the way you expected? Has the Lord
answered every prayer exactly as you wanted? The answer is no. Why? In order to keep you
from being discouraged and turning back when you see war. The Lord leads each of us
different ways, but all for the same reason: to teach us, train us, and prevent us from being
discouraged. What's the great truth of all this? Don't go back to Egypt!

SURMNE LN, AR 7T A VRPN —FENG? TR SZIRATERI N 7 T — e BREG TR,
NE2? T B IEVREB RSN AL TR EERISLE, TN AR RAE, (HERFZ
Ay BEFEAT, NRRAT, PIEBAT R, X—UIERIEBZ A2 §id “AEEREER! 7

You've been delivered from the sins of the past and you now have life in Jesus Christ—don’t
go back. Egypt is a picture of the world. The activities and people of the world will enslave a
Christian. The Apostle says we are in the world, but we are not to be of the world. We have

to work with them and live with them, but don't behave like them.

RESMNIE BRIV FEEHHOROBHR, BN 7HELE B A — A EESk, REGR MR AgET . 5
ERTREIA A S QUAEE G, (EAEIRAT] A"t E, B 7t JIsE AR IT/E AR, E
ANEGANTIFE TR,

The children of Israel went up in orderly ranks. You can hardly imagine six hundred
thousand people going in such an orderly fashion, but they did. That's a beautiful picture.
Why is that detail there? So that we should be like them as we travel for the Lord.

ESNERIREE, HAAR EXR, RRMERRZ S0 NREESINI A S, (EMATRSLME T, X2
—DEWAE T, N AZERXFEIAT? AR RN ERH TR R REBARTT—F,

The clock says our time has gone again, but this story is not over. Did you know the Bible
story is never over? I had a Bible once where the editor put "The End" after Revelation 22. I
was a bit offended by that, so I wrote in between those words: "There is no end." The things

of God are not over yet. Hallelujah!
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[Revelation 22:21 NK]JV]
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

JE EHRER R W R S AR RIE, FIAT,

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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