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Very good and one we probably sang a long time ago, but haven't for some time: "My sheep
hear my voice. I know them and they follow me." This chorus rather is right from the verses

in John chapter ten, verses twenty-seven and twenty-eight.
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[John 10:27-28 NKJV]

27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 8 And I give
them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out
of My hand.

So it's the Savior talking. He says, "My sheep"—that's us—"hear My voice. And I know them,
and they follow Me, and I give unto them eternal life. They shall never perish, neither shall
any man pluck them out of My hand."

XEBAHRCEAE TS, M IRV — R A — “WrRAYA &, BRDEMA], M THERMAIE,
TGAEMATKE, ATKIZAEKE, WREEMAA] DI FET X, 7

Among other things, this piece is interesting from an E.S.L. point of view. So the question is:
how do you pronounce the first word in the second last line? And some would say that word
is "neither," and others say, "No, that word is neether." There is a book—neither or neether,
neither or neether. So if you said it this way, you can say it either or eether, neither or
neether. You get to do it either way; all is well. You remember it and we'll just say it a couple

of times.
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My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. And I give unto them eternal
life, they shall never perish. Neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. One more
time. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. And I give my... eternal

life... Thank you very much, Norma. Thank you.
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The Definition of Life

I want to turn with you please, to the book of John, chapter one. I will read just two or three

of the introductory verses.
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[John 1:1 NKJV]
I In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God.

In the beginning was the Word. And we're told later on that that is Jesus Christ; that's one of
the names of Jesus Christ. And the Word was with God, and the Word was God. Jesus was
God.
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[John 1:2-4 NK]JV]
2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and
without Him nothing was made that was made. # In Him was life, and the life was

the light of men.

He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him was
nothing made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. Very strange

line: "In Him was life." What's meant by that?
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I went to my concordance—brought one up with me today—I went to my concordance and
looked up the word "life." John, in his epistle, uses the word "life" forty-four times. I counted

—that's maybe accurate, maybe not—forty-four times.
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Now you and I know a lot about life. We're thankful that we have it. When it's about to run
away, we're usually pretty distressed. We know a lot about things regarding life, but it's not

obvious to all people that in Jesus is life. So the question is: what does that mean?

IREARNS “AEan” THMRZ . BAMRERRREINA L. HAamRBIRMERRN, BATE SRR RS 4]
THRZ KT A, [EHZITANARENE: FIREAE “Aam” o FIRER: XFREF 28

7

IR .

I thought a little more about it, and so I said: "Life" is what we live. So "live," if you like, is a
verb, and "life" is the noun. "Live" is what we do with the life we get. So I looked again at the
book of John. Harold, how many times does it talk about "live"? Forty-four times about "life,"

but seven times only about "live." I found that strange.
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Life vs. Existence

So what do we know about the life that Jesus is and gives? Let's look at a couple of verses
now. Chapter twenty, John twenty. And we're going to read the last verses. John twenty, verse
thirty.
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[John 20:30-31 NK]JV]
30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are



not written in this book; 3! but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is

the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.

Well, that's a strange verse, isn't it? "I wrote these things to you so that you could have life."
You say, "Well, if I didn't have life, I couldn't read! What's going on here? What do you mean
'T have been written that I might have life'?" And the answer is that the life that Jesus gives is

different from ordinary life.
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Or to put it another way: what Jesus gives is life. What you have without Jesus is not life. So,
almost that there's a difference between life and existence. I exist. Does that mean I have

life? Not according to John.

BCE AN HRERIG T4 R AT o IRAHRER, RIBAERES R, BT, XILPERE 4
a5 AT ZRBAEDKGIN, BfAE, XESEWERALEM? LWRAMUE, HARK

Back to John chapter ten. John chapter ten and verse number ten, I believe.
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[John 10:10 NK]JV]
The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come

that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

"The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I am come that they
might have life." Without Me, they don't have life. Without Me, they may have existence, but
if they did have the life that I give, they will have it more abundantly.
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So I sit back and you say, "Harold, I'm not sure that I always understood this." Life is a
package that Jesus gives. And if you don't get the package, you don't have life; all you have
is existence. And some people say, "If you have the Lord Jesus, things will be better in your
life." And that's really a misconception, isn't it? If you don't have the Lord Jesus, you don't

have life. That's a dramatic statement.
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The Nature of Eternal Life

So you trust the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, and He gives you life. And without it, you
don't have life. What kind of life is it that He gives? What other word would you use to
describe it? What adjective would you put together with the life Jesus gives? It's eternal
life.
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I didn't count up the number of times, but probably ten or fifteen times in the book of John,
you will read the words "eternal life." So you say to the man on the street, "Are you alive?"
He says, "Yes, I'm alive." You say, "Well, that's very good. Do you have eternal life?" The man
on the street is probably going to say, "What?" But the life that Jesus gives is eternal life.
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Alright, so what I thought we would do today is this: I thought we would get you to spend a
moment and come up with one verse from the Bible—from the book of John—that talks about
life, the life that Jesus gives. You tell us: what does John say about eternal life? Can you think
of one verse in the book of John? You know it talks about life; there are forty-four of them

there apparently.
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John 3:16. That's a good verse. What's it say? Let's read that together.
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[John 3:16 NKJV]
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever

believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, and whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life." How do you get everlasting life? You believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ. If you believe on Him, He will give you life. If you don't believe

Him, you won't have life; you'll have existence.
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What is the opposite of life? Perish. The word "perish" there is a difficult word to translate
into English because it means many things. The Greek word implies perish, it implies death,
it implies loss, it implies suffering. So the life that Jesus gives is more than existence. And
the opposite of the life that He gives—if you don't get that life—what you get is perishing,
which is worse than existence. The life He gives is far better than existence, and the loss is

far worse than existence.

AamRERT2? & K" o XEA K7 —afRERiER s, VBt S TIRZEEE, mEE
FIRER TR, SR, HRAR . Pt DAHBERIG 3 A sl 7 (e, T 2 am AN 32 i —AH SRR

SRR EM—ARS IR KT, XU A ZRENS 2. G TR mzir T1AE, ikt
TERNBZIA T,

Knowing the True God

Alright, verse thirty-six in this chapter as well.
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[John 3:36 NKJV]
He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the

Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.

"He who believes in the Son has everlasting life." When? When do you get everlasting life?
You get it when you die, wouldn't you? The answer is: that's not what this verse says. When

would you get everlasting life? When you believe in the Son.
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Do I have everlasting life? I'll learn more about it when I die and go to heaven, but I've got it.
"He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; he who does not believe the Son shall not
see life." So here's the package now: if you believe in the Son, you have got the package of
life that He gives. And if you don't believe, you don't have life; what you have is the wrath of

God on you.
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If you're really old like Norma and me, you can remember that there was an advertising
slogan for Coca-Cola. You know what Coca-Cola is? Okay. What was the advertising slogan
that went with it many years ago? It says: "Things go better with Coke." I remember it; now

you remember? Okay, "Things go better with Coke."
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Some people say that's true of Jesus: "Things go better with Jesus." If you have the Lord
Jesus Christ, things will be better. But that misses the whole point, doesn't it? It isn't that
"things go better with Jesus." With Jesus, you have life.

ALENGHRERRIXAE:  “F THRER, FHERLE, 7 IR RIS, FEETEEE, ERELT
Hid, TNEM? BERAET “A THMRFEFRERE" |, TEA THRER, A IE 7 Eam

Alright, so that's not the only verse. Give me another verse from John with the word "life" in
it. Which one? Seventeen? Seventeen-three. Alright, John 17:3.
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[John 17:3 NKJV]
And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom You have sent.



"And this is eternal life." What's eternal life all about? "That they may know You"—that would
be God—"and Jesus Christ whom You have sent." What is eternal life? It's knowing God and
knowing Jesus Christ. That's life. That's the purpose of life.
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Why were you born? Well, from a human point of view, there are many answers to that
question. From God's point of view, there's only one answer to that question. Why were you
born? In order that you could know God and Jesus Christ. That's life.
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The Course of Life

Are you passing the "course" of life? I don't know if you dream like I dream. I went to school
for a long time. When I have a nightmare, it's often that I dream I've got an exam coming.
There are several things usually about the exam. Number one is: I can't remember what
room the exam is going to take place in, so I go searching all over. And then I realize that I
have skipped all the classes that I was supposed to be in to learn about that course. And so I
say to myself, "Well, when I get there, I'm just going to write anything on the page; maybe he
won't even read the paper."
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I feel so bad because, really, if you're going to take the course, you should go to some of the
classes and you should read the textbook. This is like life. And so you say: "If I'm going to get
life, it's going to be all about Jesus and about God. I think I'd better..." And so you start
reading the Bible and you say, "The more I learn now, the more I'm going to have of the life
that I'm going to have forever."

FRFRAERE, BOVER, WURREBIXITIR, RMIZE LR, REZRER, XM AE. ibRE
B CWERIEGEL S, AERRTERNSCT M, RERRFER -7 TEIITGRHRES, IR
B CBIEASERZ, BUBREN AR E R R KR A, ©



If life is Jesus and God, and the knowledge of Jesus and God, is eternal life going to be
boring? The answer is no. He's the infinite God, and all eternity is going to be continuing to
get to know Him better.
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So John chapter three says: "Nicodemus, you must be born again." What's that mean? That
means you've got to get that life somehow. If you don't believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, you
won't get that life. But if you get that life, how much is going to be new? Answer: everything.
You will be born again.
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[John 3:3 NKJV]
3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."

Alright, well my cell phone and alarm clock went off; they say that it's twelve o'clock. Alright,
so John twenty, verse thirty-one. Get this one more time then. John 20:31.
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[John 20:31 NKJV]
31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of

God, and that believing you may have life in His name.

Going back to John 1: His name is the Word of God. In Him, we have life. Is it important to
read the Bible? He's the Word of God! When we read the Bible, you get to know Him; that's
life eternal.
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Lord, we don't understand all these things; they're too complex for us. But John has gone out
of his way to explain this new life, this wonderful life. And if we're going to get to know God

because of this life, then we're not surprised that we don't understand it all right now.
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But Lord, we're simple people, and we say: whatever it is, we want it, Lord. May we get and
enjoy this eternal life, this abundant life, this wonderful life. May we get it, and may we

simply believe and take it. Lord, we want life; we don't want existence.
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So we thank You that You provide life to those who believe, and You explain it and will
forward it throughout all eternity. Lord, may each of us say: "Yes, Jesus, I want You. I believe

You." We pray and give thanks in Jesus' name. Amen. Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
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