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The Faith of Joseph

So we've got the children of Israel. And they're in the process of coming out of the land. And
the detail that the Lord gives us on this is rather extensive. And I believe for two reasons:
number one, because it is something that had never happened before, nor since in the
history of the world. But the other reason is that it's a picture for us of what God does for us

when we are delivered—not from Egypt, but delivered from the power of Satan and of sin.
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So chapter thirteen and verse nineteen reads:

[Exodus 13:19 NKJV] - And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for he had
placed the children of Israel under solemn oath, saying, "God will surely visit you,

and you shall carry up my bones from here with you."
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Did Joseph really believe in God? The answer is yes. He'd certainly seen many miracles in his
life. And so he said to the children of Israel, he said when God delivers you from Egypt, you

bring my bones with you.
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Now again for those joining us, and it's good to see you on Zoom, we are in the book of
Exodus chapter thirteen, and we've read verse nineteen. What would the logical thing have
been for Joseph and his bones? Well, I think the logical thing would be if he was the prime
minister of Egypt. He brought its greatest wealth that he had ever seen. He was the most

powerful man in the country. What would you have expected to happen to him and his bones?
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Well, they built a great big monument in the cemetery with Joseph in the center, wouldn't
they? And they'd say here lie the bones of this great man who helped Egypt. They might even
have built a pyramid for them. He was a better man than any of those they built a pyramid
for. But how could you do that if there were no bones? Joseph said, "Don't bury me here.
Don't build a pyramid for me! I'm outta here!" When the children of Israel go out, my bones

are going with them.
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So wonderful things that the Lord does through his people in simple ways! Joseph basically
saying, "Don't leave my bones here, I don't belong here, I belong up in Canaan, take my
bones up with you." So again, the wonderful confidence that he had in God! Not only that the
Lord was going to do his great work for the people of God, but that he wanted to be
numbered amongst them, not numbered with the Egyptians!
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Led by the Pillar of Cloud and Fire

So verse twenty:

[Exodus 13:20-22 NKJV] - 2° So they took their journey from Succoth and camped
in Etham at the edge of the wilderness. ! And the LORD went before them by day
in a pillar of cloud to lead the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light,



so as to go by day and night. 22 He did not take away the pillar of cloud by day or
the pillar of fire by night from before the people.
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Well, that's a picture, isn't it? Of what the Lord does for us when we trust him as Savior. He
lives in the day, and he leads us in the night. I think in part, or maybe in total, the pillar of
cloud by day had an additional advantage for them: it gave them some shade from the
intense sunshine. And then at night it gave them light and protection against the fantastic
darkness. The grace of our God.
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So verse twenty-two says He did not take away the pillar of cloud by day or the pillar of fire
by night from before the people. And my thought is that that probably carried on for forty
years. When does the Lord stop leading his people today? He doesn't. By the grace of God,
He led you yesterday; by the grace of God, He will lead you tomorrow. You keep praying, you

keep resting, you keep following.
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If the children of Israel had wandered from the Lord, where would they have been in relation
to the cloud and the fire? And the answer is they'd be way away from it. All right! So praise
the Lord for his goodness.
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Trapped at the Red Sea

All right, chapter fourteen. Now the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, "Speak to the children of
Israel that they turn and camp before Pi Hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, opposite
Baal Zephon, you shall camp before it by the sea."



[Exodus 14:1-31 NK]JV] - ! Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: ?> "Speak to the
children of Israel, that they turn and camp before Pi Hahiroth, between Migdol and
the sea, opposite Baal Zephon; you shall camp before it by the sea. 3 For Pharaoh
will say of the children of Israel, "They are bewildered by the land; the wilderness
has closed them in.' # Then I will harden Pharaoh's heart, so that he will pursue
them; and I will gain honor over Pharaoh and over all his army, that the Egyptians
may know that I am the LORD." And they did so.
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They were going to the land of Canaan. They were going to head north, and the Lord said,
"No, I don't want you to go north. I want you to go east." We read last week, I think, if they
had gone north, they might have had battle with the Philistines and they might have been
discouraged. The problem with going east is you can't get there from the east. If you head
east, you're going to get the ocean, you hit the Red Sea and you can't... how are you going to
move from there? They were an army, not a navy. You don't head to the sea if you're in an

army.
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Verse three says:

3 For Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, "They are bewildered by the land;

the wilderness has closed them in."

So if they head east, Pharaoh will say, "That's a dumb move. They can't do anything. They're
trapped. They've trapped themselves. I'm gonna go get them."
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Verse four:



4 Then I will harden Pharaoh's heart, so that he will pursue them; and I will gain
honor over Pharaoh and over all his army, that the Egyptians may know that [ am
the LORD.

Why did the Lord say to them, "Head east"? The answer is that He might be able to do
another miracle so that the Egyptians would know that God really is God.
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So the Lord had told Moses what He was going to do, and then in verse five it was told the
king of Egypt that the people had fled, and the heart of Pharaoh and his servants was turned
against the people. And they said, "Why have we done this, that we have let Israel go from
serving us?" So he said, "I'm going to chase them."
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Now, just again to bring the parallel: when you trust the Lord Jesus as Savior, the devil is
going to say, "How did I lose this one?" And he may very well send his army after you. So
verse Six says:

6 So he made ready his chariot and took his people with him. 7 Also, he took six
hundred choice chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt with captains over every one
of them.
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How did the children of Israel travel? They walked. How did the enemy follow them? In
chariots. It's very interesting. The enemy usually likes ease; he likes to go the easy way. And
the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and he pursued the children of Israel.
And the children of Israel went out with boldness. Okay, they went out confidently, in spite of
the problems.
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Stand Still and See the Salvation of the Lord

Verse nine:

9 So the Egyptians pursued them, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, his
horsemen and his army, and overtook them camping by the sea beside Pi Hahiroth,
before Baal Zephon. '© And when Pharaoh drew near, the children of Israel lifted
their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians marched after them. So they were very
afraid, and the children of Israel cried out to the LORD.

Is it wrong to be afraid? You get pretty afraid. It isn't wrong; sometimes you look around and
you are very afraid. What do you do when you get afraid? You cry out to the Lord. You say,

"Lord, I'm in a mess, I need you to help me, I can't get out of this."
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But unfortunately they didn't leave it there. Then they said to Moses, "Because there were no
graves in Egypt, have you taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why have you so dealt
with us, to bring us up out of Egypt?" So it's interesting, they had a problem. First thing they
did was pray to the Lord, and then they turned around and blamed Moses. Don't do that. If
the Lord is responsible, the Lord's responsible. Some people say, "Oh Lord, I acknowledge
you, it's just Waldo that I have trouble with." And so, if I were Moses, I think I'd feel rather
bad at this point. They're praying to the Lord, but they're blaming Moses all at the same

time.
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And this is their argument in verse twelve:

12 Ts this not the word that we told you in Egypt, saying, "Let us alone that we may
serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians
than that we should die in the wilderness."

Did they believe the Lord when they prayed? Basically they're saying, "We pray to the Lord,
but he won't answer us, we're going to die in the wilderness." When the situation gets rough,

keep on believing in the Lord. Keep on trusting the Lord.
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Verse thirteen:

13 And Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the
salvation of the LORD, which He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians
whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever. '* The LORD will fight for

you, and you shall hold your peace."

Would that be a good verse to memorize? "Stand still and see the salvation of the Lord." That
ever happened elsewhere in the Bible? Yeah, it happened in the time when I think it was the
Philistines were attacking in Samuel's day. When the confederacy was attacking in
Jehoshaphat's day. In the days of Hezekiah when Sennacherib was attacking—all of them
stood still and saw the salvation of the Lord.
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So again, verse thirteen goes on and says He will accomplish this for you today, for the
Egyptians whom you see today, you shall see no more forever. The Lord will fight for you, and
you shall hold your peace. None of these that I mentioned to you had to fight. The children of

Israel came out; they had their kneading boards on their shoulders somehow. They carried a
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few clothes, I guess. Maybe a few other things, including the silver and gold and jewels that
they got from the Egyptians, but frankly, they didn't have very many swords. They didn't
have any chariots, I believe. They didn't have any horses. I don't think they had donkeys—
they may have had some. But what they were looking forward to ultimately was to stand

back and see the salvation of the Lord.
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So verse fifteen, the Lord responded to Moses, saying:

15 And the LORD said to Moses, "Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of Israel
to go forward. '® But lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea and
divide it. And the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the

sea."

And you say, "What?" Okay. Big problem in Vancouver. And the Americans have decided
they're going to come, and they're coming up from Blaine in Washington. So what do we do?
We go down to Spanish Banks, and then we walk to Nanaimo. You can't walk to Nanaimo!
"I'm gonna walk to Nanaimo. The Americans are coming over, boom boom boom coming..."
and we decide we're going to walk through the water. This story is amazing. "Moses, this is
what I'm gonna do. You lead them to Spanish Banks, and we'll all walk to Nanaimo." Moses
said, "What?"
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Not only that Moses, but:

17 And I indeed will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them.

So I will gain honor over Pharaoh and over all his army, his chariots, and his



horsemen. '® Then the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have

gained honor for Myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.

Why does the Lord sometimes do it His way rather than your way? Does He do it in order
that He may gain honor for Himself? That would be a good reason for letting God do it His
way, wouldn't it? If He gets honor for Himself if He does it His way, but He'll get honor for
you if He does it your way. And we all say, "Yes Lord, that's what I would like, I want you to

get honor for yourself, even from me."
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So what happens next? Verse nineteen:

19°And the Angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel, moved and went
behind them; and the pillar of cloud went from before them and stood behind
them. 2% So it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel.
Thus it was a cloud and darkness to the one, and it gave light by night to the other,

so that the one did not come near the other all that night.

Amazing! Oh God sometimes intervenes in a delightful way. The story that I'm about to tell
you, I think, came out of Bolivia. And there was a missionary, a man of God who was in a
train station in the middle of the night. He was all alone. And he prayed. He said, "Lord,
somebody might know I'm here, they could come in and rob me." Several years later, he met
a new convert to the gospel, and they chatted a little. And the new convert said to the man,
"Were you ever in a train station in such and such a place, at such and such a time?" And the
missionary said, "Yeah, I was." He said, "You know, I was there and I thought someone was
there; I decided that I would go into that station and that I would rob that man—that was
you. But," he said, "when I got close, I looked again. There were three men in the room, not
just one." He said, "I couldn't handle three men," so he said, "that's why I didn't... why I
didn't kill you that night."
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And the question is: who are the other men? And the answer is they were the angels the
Lord sent to protect them so that they wouldn't get... he wouldn't get robbed that night. It's
wonderful what the Lord does to protect His people. So when you get to heaven, one of the
things I think you're gonna be able to do is go up, find out who the angels were who were
protecting you in your life. And what are you going to say to him when you see him? You're
probably going to say, "Excuse me, but could you tell me some of the times you protected me
when I didn't even know it?" That would be a good thing. What if you met the angel and he
said to you, "I could also tell you some of those bad things that you didn't think anybody else

saw, but I saw it"?
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So what about the pillar of cloud and the pillar of fire? And the answer is the Lord used them
to protect them that night. Verse twenty-one:

21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea
to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea into dry land, and
the waters were divided. ?? So the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea
on the dry ground, and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on
their left.

How deep was the water normally? In the middle of the Red Sea, pretty deep. Because the
wall on one side was a big wall, and the wall on the other side was a big wall. Now one of the
amazing things is that repeatedly we see the word that the sea was turned into dry land. If

you were to go for a walk between Spanish Banks and Nanaimo, how would you find the
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land? Well, I think frankly, I would find it sandy. I would find part of it muddy. I would
probably find part of it rocky. But even if the wind blew all night, it wouldn't be dry. So it
was a miraculous wind; it actually dried up the land.
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Verse twenty-two says:

22 So the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea on the dry ground.

Would you have gone? "I didn't bring any gumboots. My feet are gonna get wet, I'll get
caught in the mud, it might even be quicksand and... I don't know that I want to walk
through the Red Sea like that." Even if you could see the soil conditions for the first two
hundred yards, what's it gonna be like when you get to the middle? And the wonderful
miracle is they actually walk. They believe God enough to walk.
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Verse twenty-three:

23 And the Egyptians pursued and went after them into the midst of the sea, all

Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen.

Okay, so I think if I'd been one of the Israelites, I would have been maybe afraid to go into
the sea. But Pharaoh was prepared to follow them into the sea. Why did he go? I think
because the sea was dry ground. What's the verse say? "All Pharaoh's horses, his chariots
and his horsemen went in." Would you have taken your chariot in? How do chariots operate
best? On a very level road. Do chariots really work well when they're going like this through
the muck? And it's almost as if God had prepared a highway for them. And Pharaoh... I just
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can't believe Pharaoh decided to go! He must have said, "This is an incredible miracle, and I

can get through this place with my chariots."
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Verse twenty-four:

24 Now it came to pass, in the morning watch, that the LORD looked down upon the
army of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and cloud, and He troubled the
army of the Egyptians. ?°> And He took off their chariot wheels, so that they drove
them with difficulty; and the Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the face of Israel, for
the LORD fights for them against the Egyptians."

So the pillar of fire and cloud apparently followed the children of Israel. And Pharaoh came
in in spite of the miracle of the water drying up and also the miracle of the fire and cloud.
Verse twenty-five: "He took off their chariot wheels so that they drove them with difficulty."
Well, I consider that to be an understatement as well. I don't see how you could go through
the bottom of the Red Sea and not have your chariot wheels fall off. What happens if you hit

a pothole? Break the axle of the chariot wheel, wouldn't you?

BT R, BT REARE, HRMIEMNK AR AR RN EENE, SR EREEL T, X
EMIIA AR, MELDUTAE, DABORKAGL:  “TAIMCAES N HERTREFEE ! KOy ERFI At 15 i e e
ANTo 7 KRt TIRIRBETE A RIGHE ., REAKDF T HIAHIE, PASCK ZAFRIHIE, (EEIE2
KT BoARTU: MM ERRE, MEOUTE, 7 B, ROEEERXMUENEHRE T, ’EL
HIREABE T LLIA I IR AL . IR B 207 iR, NZ2IE?

"Let's flee from the face of Israel, for the Lord fights for them against the Egyptians." That's
their conclusion: the Lord was fighting for the Israelites against the Egyptians. So it's almost

as if the Egyptians are deciding to turn back. And Pharaoh maybe decided to get off his

chariot and walk back, or get on somebody else's horse—a chariot horse—and ride back.
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Then verse twenty-six:

26 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the
waters may come back upon the Egyptians, on their chariots, and on their

horsemen."

So again, as it happened so often in the earlier ten plagues, the Lord did not only the miracle
of delivering the people or sending the miracle, but He did the follow-up miracle: He relieved
the miracle, He removed the problem, or He changed the situation. Moses stretched out his
rod and it became dry land. Then Moses stretches out his hand again and it's back to normal.

And I'm not sure of the significance of it all, but you'll remember that's how it all started.
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The Lord said, "Put your stick down," it became a snake. Pick it up again and it became a
stick. Put your hand in your bosom, it comes out leprous. Put it back in again, it comes out
normal. So it's interesting: the Lord often gets glory from His performing the miracle and

then withdrawing the miracle.
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Verse twenty-seven:

27 And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and when the morning
appeared, the sea returned to its full depth, while the Egyptians were fleeing into
it. So the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. ?® Then the waters
returned and covered the chariots, the horsemen, and all the army of Pharaoh that

came into the sea after them. Not so much as one of them remained.
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I suppose one of the characteristics of the miracles of God is that they are thorough—
thorough, thorough, complete. Okay. How many of Pharaoh's army survived? None. How
many other miracles can you remember like that? But you can remember the miracles
referred to often in the Gospels. They brought to the Lord Jesus Christ the sick, and He
healed them. How many times did you read about the miracle of healing that the Lord did
and He said, "You take this medicine and you'll be healed in six months"? No, they were
healed immediately. God's miracles. Only God does miracles, and only God does miracles like

God does miracles.
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Verse twenty-nine:

29 But the children of Israel had walked on dry land in the midst of the sea, and the
waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 3° So the LORD
saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the

Egyptians dead on the seashore.

So not only were they drowned, but their bodies—and who knows, parts of the chariot—they
all drifted into the water on the far side of the Red Sea the next morning. And I think a lot of
the children of Israel turned around, walked back to the seashore, took a look and saw the
chariots, saw maybe some dead horses, saw all kinds of dead soldiers. And they praised the
Lord.
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What's the conclusion of it all? Verse thirty-one:
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31 Thus Israel saw the great work which the LORD had done in Egypt; so the
people feared the LORD, and believed the LORD and His servant Moses.

So what's the sequence? We see it, we fear the Lord, we believe the Lord, and we believe His
servants. Was that a big deal? Yes! All kinds of miracles God had done for them: the miracle
of the Passover lamb and the deliverance that followed, and the completion of this story.

What a wonderful story.
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The Song of Moses and Miriam

So what do you do after a big thing like that? Well, what did David do after big events like
that? He often sat down and wrote a psalm, didn't he? And many people do the same thing.

They ponder what God has done for them in their lives; they sit down and write about it.

[Exodus 15:1-21 NKJV] - ! Then Moses and the children of Israel sang this song to
the LORD, and spoke, saying:
"T will sing to the LORD,
For He has triumphed gloriously!
The horse and its rider He has thrown into the sea!
2 The LORD is my strength and song,
And He has become my salvation;
He is my God, and I will praise Him;
My father's God, and I will exalt Him.
3 The LORD is a man of war;
The LORD is His name.
4 Pharaoh's chariots and his army He has cast into the sea;
His chosen captains also are drowned in the Red Sea.
> The depths have covered them;
They sank to the bottom like a stone.
6 "Your right hand, O LORD, has become glorious in power;
Your right hand, O LORD, has dashed the enemy in pieces.
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7 And in the greatness of Your excellence
You have overthrown those who rose against You;
You sent forth Your wrath;
It consumed them like stubble.
8 And with the blast of Your nostrils
The waters were gathered together;
The floods stood upright like a heap;
The depths congealed in the heart of the sea.

9 The enemy said, "I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil;

My desire shall be satisfied on them.
I will draw my sword,
My hand shall destroy them.'
10 You blew with Your wind,
The sea covered them;
They sank like lead in the mighty waters.
11 "Who is like You, O LORD, among the gods?
Who is like You, glorious in holiness,
Fearful in praises, doing wonders?
12 You stretched out Your right hand;
The earth swallowed them.
13 You in Your mercy have led forth
The people whom You have redeemed;
You have guided them in Your strength
To Your holy habitation.
14 "The people will hear and be afraid;
Sorrow will take hold of the inhabitants of Philistia.
15 Then the chiefs of Edom will be dismayed;
! The mighty men of Moab, Trembling will take hold of them;
All the inhabitants of Canaan will melt away.
16 Fear and dread will fall on them;
By the greatness of Your arm
They will be as still as a stone,
Till Your people pass over, O LORD,
Till the people pass over Whom You have purchased.
17 You will bring them in and plant them
In the mountain of Your inheritance,
In the place, O LORD, which You have made
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For Your own dwelling,

The sanctuary, O LORD, which Your hands have established.
18 "The LORD shall reign forever and ever."
19 For the horses of Pharaoh went with his chariots and his horsemen into the sea,
and the LORD brought back the waters of the sea upon them. But the children of
Israel went on dry land in the midst of the sea. ?° Then Miriam the prophetess, the
sister of Aaron, took the timbrel in her hand; and all the women went out after her
with timbrels and with dances. ! And Miriam answered them:
"Sing to the LORD,

For He has triumphed gloriously!

The horse and its rider He has thrown into the sea!"

How many verses in the song? Seventeen. You ever memorize the song? How many times
have you memorized the song when seventeen verses ended? Most of the hymns that I know,
I can sing the first verse, maybe flawlessly; second verse I get two or three mistakes; third or
fourth verse, I am in deep trouble. I'm continually amazed at the length of songs in the Bible,
especially Moses' songs. I think Moses either had a very good memory or he had very good
discipline because he learned the whole song. I think a lot of us need to learn more discipline

when it comes to memorizing the truth of God.
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So the psalm begins with the lovely line in the middle of verse one: "I will sing unto the Lord,
for he has triumphed gloriously, the horse and rider he has thrown into the sea." Okay, so
somebody has taken that line and put it to music. How many of you know could sing that?

Verse one is pretty much exactly the same words as the song that we sing.
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And then the second verse: "The Lord is my strength and my song. He has become my
salvation. He is my God and I will praise him, my father's God and I will exalt him." And so

the song that Norman and I know has almost the same words as you've got in verse one, and

then the chorus picks up some of the words of verse two. And that's the end of our little

17



song. Moses said, "Hang on, I got another fifteen verses to come." We usually say, "Oh, that's
okay, I like the first verse, I don't worry about all the others."
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But verse one is a good verse, isn't it? "I will sing unto the Lord, for he has triumphed
gloriously." The horse and the rider who were chasing me and would have killed me if they
caught me, he has thrown into the sea. Verse two: "The Lord is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation." Well actually, many people like that line. And so you will
find it scattered throughout the Old Testament repeatedly, that same thing: "The Lord is my

strength and my song. He has become my salvation."
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And the margin in my Bible says you'll probably find the same words in:

[Psalm 18:1 NKJV] - I will love You, O LORD, my strength.

[Isaiah 12:2 NK]JV] - Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; "For
YAH, the LORD, is my strength and song; He also has become my salvation.""
[Habakkuk 3:18 NKJV] - Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my

salvation.

Is it a marvelous logic? The Lord is my strength—that's number one. Then He is my song—
that's number two. And then He becomes my salvation—that's number three. Now some
people say, "Okay, I'm happy to... if He's my salvation, then I'll admit He's my strength, and
then I'll start singing." But the man of faith says it's obvious: "My only strength is Lord, and

I'm going to sing about it. And then afterwards I'll see how He is my salvation."
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There's a hymn that we used to sing a lot—don't sing too much now—but it goes something
like this: "Standing on the Promises." So when I was a little boy, that was my favorite hymn.
And I'm not sure why, in part because it sounded good when we sang it, and in part because

I basically said I would like to stand on the promises. So we used to sing it a lot.
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And then as I grew up and into life, I realized that it was true because the salvation implied
in it I could experience over and over and over again. I sang about it enthusiastically before
the promises were fulfilled. But now, as the promises are fulfilled, I guess I sing it a little

more enthusiastically.
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Verse two: "He is my God and I will praise Him; He is my father's God and I will exalt Him." I
marvel how many times, especially in the Pentateuch, but you get it elsewhere, how many
times we read about the fact that God is my father's God. Israel rejoiced in the fact that
they were serving the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Many of the kings of Judah served
the God as their father David had done. Praise the Lord for your spiritual fathers.
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There's a woman that I read about periodically. I never met her. But her father... no, probably
her grandfather or great-grandfather was very kind to our father. And if I ever get to meet
that woman, what am I going to say to her? I'm going to thank her for the kindness of her

great-grandfather to my father, because he took a spiritual interest in our father.
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They got to the other side of the Red Sea, and they praised the God who had brought them
there. And they praise their father's God—that is Abraham's God, Isaac's God, Jacob's God—
four hundred years earlier. But they praised the Lord for all the goodness that God had been
to their fathers in order to bring them through the blessings that were there.
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So what other truth have we got in this song now? Verse three: "The Lord is a man of war;
The Lord is His name." He's the boss. Verse four: "Pharaoh's chariots and his army He has
cast into the sea; His chosen captains also... His chosen captains also are drowned in the Red

Sea." He's praising the Lord for what He has done.
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The captains were drowned. "The depths covered them, they sank to the bottom like a
stone." "Your right hand, O Lord, has become glorious in power! Your right hand, O Lord, has
dashed the enemy in pieces!" Verse seven: "And in the greatness of your excellence, you
have overthrown those who rose against you. You have sent forth your wrath which
consumed them like stubble." And so it is not just an analysis of what has been done, not a

simple conclusion, but going into the details now of how the Lord has done it. He consumed

them as stubble.
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How did He do it? Verse eight: "With the blast of your nostrils, the waters were gathered
together." And how did the land dry out? How did the waters pile up on each side? It was the
blast of your nostrils. God was behind that wind. "The floods stood upright like a heap, and
the depths congealed in the heart of the sea." How do the waters stand up on each side? The
phrase is: "The depths were congealed in the heart of the sea."
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All right, verse nine: "The enemy said, 'I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil.
My desires shall be satisfied on them. I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them.""
What a foolish thing. Basically seven lines here—all about the determination of the enemy to

stand against God.
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Number one: I will pursue. Number two: I will overtake. Number three: I will divide my spoil.
Number four: my desires shall be satisfied on them. Number five: I will draw my sword.
Number six: my hand shall destroy them. I said seven, but I take it it's only six, isn't it?
Nevertheless, it's the statement of a man's pride. Very often God makes a statement against
a particular individual or action and says, "No!" And the response is: "I will! T will, T will, I

will!"
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The response of the Lord is simple. Verse ten: "You blew with your wind. The sea covered
them, they sank like lead in the mighty waters." So verse eleven: "Who is like you, O Lord,
among the gods. Who is like you, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders." So
the contemporary poet has picked up verse eleven as well. And so you'll hear sometimes a
little chorus, and it just takes these words from verse eleven, changes them slightly, and you

can sing it—it's a good little chorus.
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Verse twelve: "You stretched out your right hand; The earth swallowed them." All right, verse
thirteen now, the response to all this: "You in your mercy have led forth the people whom you
have redeemed." Okay, and so when you get to the end of your life, you want to be able to
quote that line and say, "It's true, Lord. You stretched out your right hand... sorry... you in
your mercy led forth me, your people whom you have redeemed. You have guided me in your
strength to your holy habitation."
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What is the objective of all this? "You have guided them in your strength to your holy
habitation." Brought them out of Egypt in order to bring them to His tabernacle. That's what

the book of Exodus is all about. The logic: He brought them from their miserable house of
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slavery, and He brought them to His house of freedom, the tabernacle which is going to be
built.
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Verse fourteen: "The people will hear about this and be afraid. Sorrow will take hold of the
inhabitants of Philistia." That ever happened? Yep! And you think of at least one experience
when it did happen, one story when it did happen. And the answer is sure you can. The
children of Israel went into the land of Israel in the days of Joshua. And the spies went in,
and they went to the house of Rahab the harlot. And she said, "We've heard about what

happened. We know who you are and we have been trembling."
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Who's going to hear about this? Well actually, this is the kind of thing that makes the front
page of the newspaper or the leading line in the evening news. Everybody is going to hear
about it. Verse fourteen: the inhabitants of Philistia. Number fifteen: then the chiefs of Edom
will be dismayed. The mighty men of Moab, trembling will take hold of them. All the

inhabitants of Canaan, like Rahab the harlot, will melt away.
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Fear and dread will fall on them. By the greatness of your arm, they will be as still as stone
till your people pass over, O Lord, till your people pass over whom you have purchased. And
there were many in the day they come who basically said, "We're not going to fight them.

We'll let them pass. And we won't fight them because the Lord is with them."
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What is the Lord going to do for his people? Just as He brought them through the Red Sea,
verse seventeen: "You will bring them in and plant them in the mountain of your inheritance,
in the place, O Lord, which you have made for your own dwelling—the sanctuary, O Lord,
which your hands have established." So what's the last line of the song? "The Lord shall
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reign forever and ever." Is that a good ending? I like that one. I think Handel's Messiah ends
up something like that, doesn't it? "And He shall reign forever and ever." That's a good song,

Moses.
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And it's good. The thrilling thing is the evil nations will hear it in fear. And the people of God
will be encouraged to realize that they are going to the habitation of God. They aren't just
being delivered from Egypt; there's something ahead. Wonderful thing about the gospel is
that it's not just that you get to be freed from sin; it isn't just that God delivers you from the

past. The thing is marvelous: He has got a marvelous future for us.
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What is that future? Verse seventeen: "You will bring them in and plant them in the mountain
of your inheritance." In the short run, that was the land just beside Mount Sinai; in the long
run, it's Jerusalem. He brought them to His sanctuary. Verse thirteen: "You in your mercy
have led us forth, and you have guided us in your strength to your holy habitation." So when
you get to the last half of the book of Exodus, you're going to read all about the building of
that wonderful tabernacle. And so Moses is saying to them, "It's true. You had a remarkable

yesterday." What was that leading to? Answer: a glorious tomorrow.
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How are you going to get a glorious tomorrow? Well, in part, you get to build a tabernacle.
How are you and I going to get a glorious tomorrow? Well, in part, we're going to build the
church. That's what we're going to do. We don't just sit here and go for a ride like Pharaoh
did in his chariot. But we get to go to His holy habitation, and we get to build part of that

holy habitation ourselves. Hallelujah!
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Verse nineteen—the conclusion now, not part of the song, but nevertheless a conclusion to

the statements:

19 For the horses of Pharaoh went with his chariots and his horsemen into the sea,
and the LORD brought back the waters of the sea upon them. But the children of

Israel went on dry land in the midst of the sea.
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Then Miriam the prophetess, sister of Aaron, took the timbrel in her hand; and all the women
went out after her with timbrels and with dances. And Miriam answered them: "Sing to the
Lord, for he had triumphed gloriously. The horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea."
So Miriam's song was a little shorter than Moses' song. But in a wonderful way, Miriam's
song was also transcribed in recent years. And Norman and I could sing this next line: "Sing
to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously. The horse and his rider he has thrown into the

sea." That's also put to music, so three pieces that we can sing out of this song. A good song.
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The Waters of Marah

Is that a good story? So what does verse twenty-two say?

[Exodus 15:22-24 NK]JV] - 22 So Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea; then they
went out into the Wilderness of Shur. And they went three days in the wilderness
and found no water. 2> Now when they came to Marah, they could not drink the
waters of Marah, for they were bitter. Therefore the name of it was called Marah.

24 And the people complained against Moses, saying, "What shall we drink?"
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Was it Moses' fault? No. What's the matter with people? Had God brought them out of Egypt
with a marvelous hand, with a mighty hand? Have you noticed that God is not a very good
planner? He knows how to get things started; He just doesn't know how to get them finished.
Oh my God! He never should have chosen Moses in the first place. Imagine bringing them

through the Red Sea and letting them die of thirst a few days later.
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Have you ever got to the point in your life where you say, "Lord, I want to thank you for
helping me yesterday, but frankly, today is hopeless"? Do you think if He helped you
yesterday, He's gonna bounce you on your head today? What is the verse in Romans eight?

And I'm going to have trouble finding it, though you know the verse. It says:

[Romans 8:32 NKJV] - He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for

us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?
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If He led them through the Red Sea, is He going to let them die of thirst now? He gave up
His Son on a cross; if Jesus died for you, do you think He's gonna leave you scrambling
because you ran out of money or you didn't have fifteen cents? Because He delivered Him up
for us all, what is He prepared to give us? He'll give us all things—all things, I presume, that
we require, all things that we need, all things that we truly desire. He will give it to us. Be

patient.
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So anyway, instead of being patient with the Lord, they complain to Moses. Is this the first
time they complain? You know they complained before they went through the Red Sea, and
they complained after they went through the Red Sea. So you'll remember the little line that
says, "I'm going to give you ten commandments." How many times did they complain against
the Lord? Ten times.

[Numbers 14:22 NK]JV] - because all these men who have seen My glory and the
signs which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have put Me to the test now

these ten times, and have not heeded My voice,
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There were ten plagues, ten commandments, and ten times they murmured against the Lord.
And we'll get to that verse—it's a long way from here—but we'll get to the verse and it simply
says, "Because you complained ten times, I won't let you into the promised land." Rejoice in
all the Lord has done for you. And what else do you do? Quit complaining, that's what you do.

How many of them died of thirst? The Lord has got it under control; you just relax.
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Lord, we thank you for your stories. If you did it for them at the Red Sea and in the
wilderness, you can do it for us. Lord, help us to believe you, help us to be faithful, help us to
stop complaining, and help us to love you and sing about you! So we pray and give thanks in

Jesus' name. Amen! Amen!
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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