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This particular chorus that we sing is almost our theme song. Beautiful words, simple
presentation of the gospel; we love it too, that's why we keep singing it. Then all will be free,
my heart will reach you and be waiting in the dark—your significance. The soul's freedom

and equality, to pursue, to fight... my body is here, and here with the air around us.
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Very good, so many of you are aware that the end of this week—you know the beginning of
next week—is going to be Mother's Day. So I thought today we would study a little bit about

some mothers in the Bible.
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Actually, this is in the children's section of the hymnbook. And the story is that the mothers
brought the infants to the Lord Jesus. You'll remember, and the disciples said, "No, no, no,
He's too busy for children." But the Lord rebuked the disciples and said, "You let the children
come to Me."
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[Matthew 19:14 NKJV]
But Jesus said, "Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of

such is the kingdom of heaven."

That's what heaven is all about—the kingdom of heaven! It's just made up of people just like

children. So we'll sing this and then we'll have a few mother's stories from the Bible.
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"When mothers of Salem their children brought to Jesus, the sun is shining on the throne and
back. They stay, then you can! But Jesus is not fairly clear and swiftly smiled and kindly said,
'Suffer your children to come home to Me. For I will receive them, fold them in My bosom;
I'll be a savior to the sons of men and women. For if they in their hearts be now with Me in
glory, suffer little children to come unto Me.' How kind was our Savior to build this children's

world? But there are many thousands who have never heard His name."
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Amen, thank you. Well, that's a new piece to many. But that truth is good; it is the fact that
the Lord loves little children. And the mothers have the responsibility of teaching little
children.
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Jochebed: A Mother's Care

I tried to get a little instruction from the Bible as to what mothers did and what they should
do. I'm not sure how much time we're going to have, but four or five stories probably—four
or five mothers from the Bible and what they did as a responsibility for their children. So,
Exodus chapter two and verse eight, we read of one mother. This was Moses' mother. Her
name was Jochebed. And she—you remember—ended up being... let's read chapter two and
verse eight.
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[Exodus 2:8 NK]JV]
And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Go." So the maiden went and called the

child's mother.



Moses' sister brought the mother of Moses to Pharaoh's daughter, so that the mother of
Moses could care for her son. What did Jochebed do? I try to make it really simple: she
cared for her son in spite of the law. It doesn't matter what the law says, mothers, care for
your children.
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And we honor that woman. She saw the good hand of God upon her son in so many ways; she
basically said, "He's a good boy. I am going to disobey. I'm going to make sure he lives. I'm

not going to kill him."
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Bathsheba: A Mother's Instruction

Okay, we're moving really swiftly this morning, so to the book of Proverbs, chapter thirty-
one. There was a man whose name was Solomon; he was also known as King Lemuel. And we

read about him and his mother in chapter thirty-one of Proverbs, verses one and two.
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[Proverbs 31:1-2 NKJV]
I The words of King Lemuel, the utterance which his mother taught him: > What,
my son? And what, son of my womb? And what, son of my vows?

She taught her son. She taught him about women. He didn't listen; he married all kinds of
women. He didn't listen to his mother, but his mother taught him the very thing that he
turned from. And he, in later life, realized that it wasn't her fault. She taught him what he

needed to know. He said "no," but she taught him what was right.
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So what is the truth here? And that is: teach him what's right, even if he doesn't obey. My
teaching was right.
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Deborah: A Mother in Israel

All right! We're going to move to Judges! The book of Judges, chapter five. We don't know
this story quite as well. There was a woman in Israel in the days of the Judges by the name of

Deborah. It's Judges chapter five, verse seven we're going to read.
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[Judges 5:7 NKJV]
Village life ceased, it ceased in Israel,
Until I, Deborah, arose,

Arose a mother in Israel.

This woman, Deborah, was a strong woman. And when there was a battle, Barak was called
upon to lead the children of Israel, and he said, "I won't go unless Deborah goes with me.
She'll help me." That's a wonderful role of women, isn't it? They're behind their husbands to
help them, and they're behind a lot of their children to help them. Praise the Lord for that
kind of a mother.
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Interestingly, verse one of chapter five says:

[Judges 5:1 NKJV]

Then Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam sang on that day, saying:

So Deborah didn't just help the children of Israel fight the battle; she taught them to sing.
We always sing in this meeting; we often sing in other meetings. Is it good for Christians to

sing? And the answer is yes. Christians sing!
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Why do they sing? Paul says it this way:

[Colossians 3:16 NKJV]

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord.

Because they're happy! Why are they happy? Because God gave them a song. And wherever

you go all around the world, you will find Christians will sing.
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So we had an aunt in our family, Norma and I. And she got to be old, and that was very
disappointing for her, as I'm finding out for the rest of us. I used to take her to my house on
Sunday afternoons. She was pretty old and feeble, and she really didn't know very much
what to do. I usually had to do some Bible studies Sunday afternoon, so I would leave her in
the rest of the house while I was in my study. And what do you think she did? She walked

around the house and she sang.
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And I was amazed; she didn't work, she didn't sit down and read, she just walked around.
And what do you think she sang? She sang songs about Jesus. She had forebears who came
from Scotland, and there were a lot of Scottish songs that she probably knew, but she never

sang them. She sang the hymns about Jesus.
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And T used to listen, and I would say, "Lord, when I get to be an old man, would You let me

just sing about Jesus?" What a wonderful thing. She could have gone around the house



complaining, but I don't remember hearing her complain; she just sang. Deborah, this fine
woman that we read about in the book of Judges—Deborah taught the people of God to sing.

Mothers, it's your job: teach your children to sing.
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Our mother taught us to sing. Especially Norma. It beats our own Norma; she was more bold
than I. And the story is told that they went downtown to the department store and they all
got in the elevator. And Norma started to sing. Norma, do you remember how old you were
at this point in this story? She was very young, probably two or three. All the people in the
elevator, and Norma started to sing. You know what she sang? She sang, "Jesus loves me,

this I know."
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When do you start singing? When you're very, very young. When do you stop singing about
Jesus? Never! Certainly not when you're very old; you just keep on singing about Jesus.

Deborah was a great mother.
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Mary: A Mother's Best Sermon

So what have we got? We've got Jochebed; she cared for and planned for her children. And
then Bathsheba; she taught her children, even though they didn't always obey. And Deborah
taught her children to sing. One more mother—who was that? That is Mary. Over to the book
of John, chapter two.
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[John 2:5 NKJV]

His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He says to you, do it."



We know that women are not to be the preachers, but I want you to tell me if you can think
of a better sermon than that one. Seven words: "Whatever He says to you, do it." That's the
best short sermon you're ever going to hear. Now the consequence of that was that the

people she was speaking to did it.
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He said, "Fill the water pots with water," and they poured it out and it became wine. That's
what's been happening ever since, isn't it? Somebody came to you with the water of the word
of God, and if you opened up your mouth and your throat and you had a really good drink,

you said, "That's the best wine I've ever had."
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It's interesting that these were women. They had profound impact on their family, and
through their family and others, they went to so many. Mothers often have profound impact.

That was God's plan. Don't stop, mothers. Don't stop the profound impact on your families.
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I've told you before that towards the end of her life, within the last few weeks, our mother
said, "I'm not ready to die." We said to her, "Mother, why aren't you ready to die?" She said,
"Because my work's not done yet." Now, I didn't really think about it at the time, but now I
realize what she was saying was, "Harold, you still need me."
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"There are a lot of things that you need from me. I'd like to give them to you all now—I
haven't given them yet—but I'm afraid if I go, nobody'll give them to you. Who's going to
teach you then?" So, teach them. Take care of them. And be like Bathsheba, and teach them
even if they don't listen, so that they'll remember when they realize things are going wrong.
Be like Deborah, teach them to sing. And be like Mary, teach them to do whatever Jesus
tells them to do.
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Let's pray. We want to thank You for mothers. We all had mothers and we are proud of them,
and we thank You for them. Lord, we pray that all the women—and those of us who are men
too—will continue to be like mothers and teach. Lord, we don't just want to teach; we pray
for these children.
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Would it please You, Lord, to take our children and make them mighty for God? Lord, You did
that in Scripture. Lord, our world needs good children. Our world needs godly children. Our
world needs children who will rise, as did Moses and others, to lead the people of God in the
direction that they need to go. We thank You for these examples that we've looked at, and we
pray that each of us will be like them and bring glory to God through our children. We give
thanks in Jesus' name and praise. Amen.
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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