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Water from the Rock

Thank you to all who are here, and thank you to all on Zoom. Sorry, Exodus chapter

seventeen. My brain is not in gear.
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The children of Israel were brought out in a wonderful way out of the land of Egypt. The
Lord did wonderful things for them, and they were thankful. And they started out on their
journey, which would have been very exciting, from Egypt back to Canaan. And the Lord

provided for them and supplied all their needs in a wonderful way.
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But they got thirsty again. And as we pointed out last time, they tended not to have a very
good sense of history. They thought, "Because we're hungry today, God probably forgot us."
And it wasn't just a momentary thirst; their water supplies went down and down and down.
And they turned against Moses, and they complained very loudly. And Moses had to say to
the Lord, "They're almost ready to stone me."
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Have you ever noticed that the Lord often keeps us waiting? I think one of the reasons He
does that is that when He supplies our need, we will acknowledge that the need is supplied

by Him rather than by circumstances, whatever they may be.
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So verse six, then we'll pick that up to get us a context:

[Exodus 17:6 NK]JV]
Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the
rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink." And Moses did so in

the sight of the elders of Israel.
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If you wanted water, would you go to a rock to get water? Water out of a rock is a very
strange phenomenon. He basically was saying that Moses and the people needed water—I
probably need some more water myself—and so he did hit the rock. He smote the rock and
water came out. And so you say to yourself, "That is very peculiar. There must be something

very significant associated with that."

GERIRABEDK, REER—HE AR RBUKIL? WEABIRHEACKE —MER T OIIR, MR BRI,
QUIREEPY A TR EOK—IRE DMt e UK— T2 thdid] 78 A, MdidTE o, Atttk 7. Fr
AR H U, IXRR T, RHABRHIFFERIE L.

How much water came out? Well, enough to quench the thirst of a couple of million people
and their cattle. That's a lot of water coming out of the rock.
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It's interesting, if you go to Israel today, you will find examples of water coming out of the
rock. I'm not sure how many, but one of the very famous locations in Israel today is a place
called Caesarea Philippi. And at Caesarea Philippi, there is a great big wall of rock. And
there's a hole in the wall at the bottom, near the ground, and the water gushes out of this
hole. It's actually one of the main headwaters of the River Jordan. It's amazing. When you

look at it, you say, "I wouldn't have expected water coming out of that rock."
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And especially on the right side when you are looking at the source of water, you'll find some
crevices or some holes in the rock that have been cut. People in their earlier days made idols
and they put them in the rock here because they marveled that the water could come out of
the rock. It was a place of idolatry. And I think the children of Israel probably put priority on

this because of this story.
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If you were to go to the Gihon Springs today—it's in a different part of Israel, farther to the
south and to the east—you'd find a totally different mountain. And at the bottom of this
mountain, there is an outflowing river. It's smaller, but it's called the Gihon Springs, and it's
an amazing sight! Just a great big rock, and all of a sudden, out of the mountain comes the

water.
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So people in Israel today, as well as going back to the days of Moses, found this absolutely

amazing. Now, go back to the book of First Corinthians chapter ten.
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First Corinthians chapter ten, and it talks about these people who came out of Egypt. So I'm

going to read the first few verses. You'll pick up the story when we get to verse four.
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Paul says:

[1 Corinthians 10:1-4 NKJV]
I Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were
under the cloud, all passed through the sea, ? all were baptized into Moses in the

cloud and in the sea, 3 all ate the same spiritual food, * and all drank the same



spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that
Rock was Christ.
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So, what is the rock that was smitten to send forth the water? It was a picture of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Do you think that Moses understood that? Probably not. But in a wonderful way,
what happened was that he hit the rock, water came out, and then the Lord Jesus Christ was
on the cross, and He was smitten, and the refreshing water of salvation flowed from Him.
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Now, the middle line though says, "They drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them."
And I'm not sure precisely what that means. It may mean that the rock actually moved as
they moved on in their wanderings in the wilderness for forty years; the rock might have
moved. If the rock didn't move, maybe it's just the water that moved and followed them. But

the fact is that for a long time, they drank of the water of that rock.
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All of which answers to us: what is it that satisfies the Christian's thirst? Answer: the Lord
Jesus Christ Himself. And it isn't just that He supplies water to satisfy us; He is the water

that satisfies us.
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Alright, so it's interesting that in the Bible, there are illustrations for spiritual truth that

come from the physical world. The truth is, just as that water satisfied the nation of Israel, so
the Lord Jesus Christ satisfies the Christian today, thirty-five hundred years later!
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War with Amalek

So he—that is, Moses—he called the name of that place, verse seven, Massah and Meribah.

Let me go back to it... I'm back in Exodus, okay, thank you.

[Exodus 17:7 NKJV]

7 So he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the
contention of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying,
"Is the LORD among us or not?"
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All right. So Moses says, "This was very important, I'd better name this place." So he called it
Massah. What's the word Massah mean? It means tempted, temptation. And he called it
Meribah. What's Meribah mean? That particular word... I'm sorry, the first word is

contention. Massah is testing; Meribah is contention.
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The place was named after the failure of the people. That's very strange. Most times we
name places after victory. This place was named after the failure of the people. Why would it
be called after the failure? To remind people not to do it again. Don't go back there; don't do

it again. Don't complain against the Lord.
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Are there some things today that are hard? Yes. Why? Because of your sin, and because of

the sin of other people around you, and because God is training you. Don't complain to the

Lord because you've got a difficult day.
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So the question is, what were they doing? They tempted the Lord, saying, "Is the Lord among
us or not?" The Lord is always with you. You can ask Him "Why?", you can pray for help and
strength, but don't say, "Lord, I don't think You love me anymore." Don't say, "I think this
proves that there is no God." That's what they did. The Lord answered them, but they should

never have asked the question in the first place.
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Now, verse eight says:

[Exodus 17:8 NK]JV]

8 Now Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim.
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They had a bad day; they were thirsty. They cried to the Lord, they complained against the
Lord, and He gave them water. And the next thing that happens is that there's war. That's an
interesting story of this battle. Let's read it.
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First line says:

[Exodus 17:9-10 NKJV]

9 And Moses said to Joshua, "Choose us some men and go out, fight with Amalek.
Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in my hand." '° So
Joshua did as Moses said to him, and fought with Amalek. And Moses, Aaron, and

Hur went up to the top of the hill.
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And then verse eleven:

[Exodus 17:11 NK]JV]
1" And so it was, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed; and when he

let down his hand, Amalek prevailed.
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So Moses—I don't know how he figured that out—he was standing on top of the hill. He could
watch the whole battle going on. And when he held his hand up, Joshua said, "Charge!" and
in the way they went. When he let his hands down, the enemy said, "Charge!" and in the way
they went.
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Verse twelve:

[Exodus 17:12 NK]JV]
12 But Moses' hands became heavy; so they took a stone and put it under him, and
he sat on it. And Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side, and the

other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun.
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Does that make sense? Have you ever tried to hold your hands out like this? And how long
can you do it? Well, after a while, it begins to get sore, and your hands sort of go down. And
Moses' hands got sore. But he said, "If I do this [putting hands down], Amalek is going to
win! If I do this [putting hands up], Israel is going to win!" So they said, "Well, how are we
going to solve this problem?" So Aaron stood on one side and held him up, and Hur was on
the other side and held him up. And they were like that for the rest of the day. And even
then, when the day was over, do you think that Moses' arms were sore? I think they were

sore.
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Now, I guess we should read the rest of the story before we make some comments. Just to
remind you that this battle started in the morning—tomorrow morning it started—and his

hands were steady until the going down of the sun. That's a long time to hold your hands up.
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So, verse thirteen:

[Exodus 17:13 NKJV]
13 So Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.
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Verse fourteen:

[Exodus 17:14 NK]JV]

14 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write this for a memorial in the book and
recount it in the hearing of Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the remembrance of
Amalek from under heaven."

FHPY:
FERANAEXT BTG TRREG IS IS WK N ERIRK,; IRERIXIEEED EELE, AN PT
Mo J |

So, first thing: Moses held up his hands, and do you think maybe that's a picture of prayer?
Do you find prayer to be a valuable thing? And sometimes prayer comes in a most significant
way.
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So May has been reading the book about Frank Haggerty in Bolivia. Have you come to the
part yet where it tells about the story of Frank Haggerty on a horse going across the river?
Anyway, Frank Haggerty, who lived here and died in Vancouver at 16th Avenue Gospel
Chapel, was a missionary to Bolivia. He had to travel from one side of the river to the other

side of the river to tell people over here about Jesus.
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So he got on a horse, and the horse started going across the river. But the horse wasn't that
strong and the river was fast. And so, instead of going straight across like this, he started
drifting down like this. And over here was a waterfall. And so he didn't quite know what to
do, and he started praying. He said, "Lord, if this horse doesn't go faster, I'm going to go
down rather than over there." And by the grace of God, he did get over to the other side
rather than go down.
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Well, a few weeks later, he received a letter in the mail. And the mail was from Scotland. And
the letter said, "We were at a prayer meeting last night, and there was a very strange thing
that happened." He said every single person who prayed in the prayer meeting prayed for
Frank Haggerty, to keep him safe.
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So Frank Haggerty went back in his mind and realized that the time that he was in the river
was the exact time when the saints in Scotland were praying. The very time they were
praying, the Lord gave strength to that horse, and he got to the safe side. So, why do I tell

that story? Because the Lord still answers prayers the same way.
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There was a girl who used to come to Sunday school at 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel. She
didn't really love the Lord very much. She decided she was going to go off to Europe. When
she got there, she met some people and they said, "You know, there's an interesting place up
in the Swiss mountains. And if you go there, it's sort of a commune kind of a place, and

they'll teach you some stuff."
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So she got up there, and she went along. They had a little session, and when they were in the
session, a man got up and started to preach. And he preached the same stuff that you would
hear at 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel, way up in the mountains of Switzerland! And somebody
said to her, "How did you ever get here?" And her answer was simple. She said, "My
mother's prayers."
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Moses, why are you holding your hands up? Because we're praying against Amalek. Now,
Amalek was an interesting man. We meet him here, but we read about him elsewhere in the
Bible. And we won't take time to go to all the verses, but let me just tell you that Amalek
was... he wasn't really the best man in the world in his strategies—I shouldn't say that—in

his character. He was of the first people to attack Israel.
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But he didn't just attack head-on; he attacked at the end. When you get lots of people going
from one place to another, the stronger ones are at the front, and at the back are the weak,
and the elderly, and the sickly, and the frail. So, where did he attack? At the end.
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The other thing about him is that he was related to the family of Esau. Esau was the man
who heard all about the promises of God, and he heard about lunch. And he said, "You know,

I've been working really hard, and I'm hungry."
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And so, the book of Hebrews says about him:

[Hebrews 12:16 NKJV]
lest there be any fornicator or profane person like Esau, who for one morsel of
food sold his birthright.
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He said, "I don't care about the promises of God for tomorrow. All I care about is lunch; I
want some stew." And God remembered that. And he never did get that birthright back; he
had sold it.
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And he had a grandson; Amalek was his name. And Amalek was a coward and he was lazy.
And he said, "I'll attack the stranger, I'll attack the weak, I'll attack the laggard." And so,

right here in the days of Moses, verse sixteen says:

[Exodus 17:16 NKJV]
for he said, "Because the LORD has sworn: the LORD will have war with Amalek

from generation to generation."
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So, don't be like Amalek.
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Jethro's Advice and Delegated Authority

All right, chapter eighteen now.
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[Exodus 18:1-5 NKJV]

1'And Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses' father-in-law, heard of all that God had
done for Moses and for Israel His people--that the LORD had brought Israel out of
Egypt. 2 Then Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, took Zipporah, Moses' wife, after he had
sent her back, 3 with her two sons, of whom the name of one was Gershom (for he
said, "I have been a stranger in a foreign land") * and the name of the other was
Eliezer (for he said, "The God of my father was my help, and delivered me from the
sword of Pharaoh"); ®> and Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, came with his sons and his

wife to Moses in the wilderness, where he was encamped at the mountain of God.
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So, the story is simple. That is that Moses and Zipporah and the two boys had traveled
together going down to Egypt. And while Moses was planning and speaking of going into
Egypt, he sent Zipporah and the boys back to where they lived in the land of Midian. So, for
the time of the ten plagues and the deliverance of Israel out of Egypt, Zipporah and the boys

were living with her father back in Midian.
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All right, so Jethro came to Moses in the wilderness where he was encamped. And for the
sake of time, we're going to skip over some of these verses. I will tell you the story, and then
we'll carry on. But the fact is that they have a happy reunion; everything is wonderful. And
Jethro watched Moses—Moses was the leader of the people, and the people when they had a

problem came to him.
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Let's pick it up in verse thirteen:

12



[Exodus 18:13-14 NK]JV]

13 And so it was, on the next day, that Moses sat to judge the people; and the
people stood before Moses from morning until evening. ' So when Moses' father-
in-law saw all that he did for the people, he said, "What is this thing that you are
doing for the people? Why do you alone sit, and all the people stand before you

from morning until evening?"
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Moses had some long days. When he was fighting Amalek, his arms were held up all day
long, from morning till evening. And then when it came to judging the people, Moses was
judging them all day, from morning to evening.
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So, Moses... verse seventeen, so Moses' father-in-law said to him:

[Exodus 18:17-18 NKJV]
17 So Moses' father-in-law said to him, "The thing that you do is not good. ! Both
you and these people who are with you will surely wear yourselves out. For this

thing is too much for you; you are not able to perform it by yourself.
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And that is either good news or bad. It's probable that the man of God, the woman of God,
works hard and long. Which of the Lord's prophets were lazy? Which of the Lord's disciples
were lazy? Was the Apostle Paul lazy? And when you read about these men, you marvel, and

you say, "How did they have the strength to keep going?"

XA AEMERIFHE, WAl DUZBINHE. #isE, RIS LETEARREIRES . MR KEA. R
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And so, Moses' father-in-law comes along with the counsel: "It's too much for you, Moses.
You delegate; you get other people to do the work for you." So, there are two competing

principles here.
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Principle number one is: keep training others to follow you. Paul to Timothy says: "That
which thou hast learned of me, pass on to others who shall be able to teach others also." One
generation, next generation, next generation. "Timothy, you pass the information on." And

the other argument is: you keep doing it yourself.
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So, very often, the men of God go into advanced age, carrying on doing what they have
always done. So we've got a dual responsibility, each of us: we keep on doing for God—no
easy retirement for the workers of God! But at the same time, to train others as well.
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So, I've always had trouble with this passage. I'm just not satisfied that the counsel that
Jethro gave his son-in-law Moses was the wisest counsel, and in part for this reason: Moses
ended up with seventy men who were in this generation beneath him, and they sometimes
did good things, but often they did bad things.
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So, what is the structure of the church? Some people say the church should be like a
corporation: the board of directors, and the president, and the vice presidents, and the
managers, and all the way down to ordinary guys like you and me. But the Lord says, "No."
We should be more like the body of Christ.
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How is the body structured? There is a head, and everything else in the body reports to the
head. So, it's all very simple. My body says, "I'm itchy." So, I've got an itch over here. And
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what happens? Well, my itchy section sends a message up to my head, and it says, "Harold is
itchy." So, it sends a message down to my hand. The message says, "Go ahead and scratch."
And my body doesn't have fifty layers of responsibility; everything reports to the head.
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So, in the church, every one of us reports to Jesus. Is that good news or bad? That's pretty
good news because you don't have to report to me, and I don't have to report to you. I report

to Jesus, and if you report to Jesus and I report to Jesus, we're going to get along just fine.
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So, I'm just not sure that this plan that Jethro came up with was the best plan in the world. It
lasted for a long time, but the last we heard of it, they voted to kill Jesus.
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So anyway, verse twenty-four now, it says:

[Exodus 18:24-26 NK]JV]

24 So Moses heeded the voice of his father-in-law and did all that he had said. 2°
And Moses chose able men out of all Israel, and made them heads over the people:
rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens. 2¢ So
they judged the people at all times; the hard cases they brought to Moses, but they
judged every small case themselves.

Teieae], BBy E:
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So, they brought in this system, which degenerated to the level of, instead of people going to
Moses, they went to people below, and instead of going to God, they went to other people.
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And many church organizations today, you have members of the congregation, and they
report to the pastoral staff, and the pastoral staff report to the pastor, and the pastors report
to the regional directors, and the regional directors report to the church headquarters,

wherever it may be. And that's not the way it is in Scripture.
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So, how did the church in Corinth work? All the Christians reported to Jesus. And there were
elders in the church, and when there were problems, the elders had to go down to correct
the problems. The Apostle Paul gave advice, but he wasn't the boss. Who is the boss in the

church? Jesus.
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So, 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel, who's the boss? Who's the laoban? Jesus. Where do we all
report? To Jesus. What's the role of the elders? To correct things if they're wrong, or to
organize things. But the elders aren't the bosses. Jesus is the boss. So, you get up in the
morning, and you get down on your knees, and you say, "Lord, would You lead me today,

please?"
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Preparing for Mount Sinai

All right, well, that's chapter eighteen, all about Jethro coming to Moses. Chapter nineteen,

verse one:

[Exodus 19:1-2 NK]JV]
! In the third month after the children of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt,
on the same day, they came to the Wilderness of Sinai. ? For they had departed
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from Rephidim, had come to the Wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the

wilderness. So Israel camped there before the mountain.
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And then verse three:

[Exodus 19:3 NK]JV]
3 And Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain,

saying, "Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel:
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So, where they have come now is to Mount Sinai. And they were going to stay there,
probably for at least nine months. And God was going to be on the mountain, and the
children of Israel would be encamped in the wilderness, on the flat below the mountain. And
Moses was going to go up and down, and up and down, and up and down between God on

the mountain and the people in the valley. Up and down he went.
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Verse four:

[Exodus 19:4 NKJV]
4 "You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings

and brought you to Myself.

U
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What a strange phrase: "I bore you on eagles' wings." Have you ever watched an eagle?
Have you ever thought you'd like to go for a ride on eagles' wings? For a long time, I've been
asking myself what I'm going to do when I get to the Millennium. All the animals are going to
be pets in those days. So, I think when I get there, I'm going to go for a giraffe ride. I like
those long necks! And I think if I were to climb up on the back of the giraffe and hang on to
his neck—with my feet on his back and hang on to his neck—I think I could have an
interesting ride. I would look down, I'd see all you people, and I'd wave at you down there,
"Hello!"
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Would you like to go for an eagle ride? It would be marvelous! But do you know how eagles
train their chicks to fly? They have a nest way up on the top of the trees. And when the eagle
decides that it's time for the chicks to fly, they go to the edge of the nest, and they push the
chick over. The chick goes, "Help! Help!" and keeps falling toward the ground. And then
mummy comes down. She sweeps down below the chick, and she catches the chick on her

wings, and then carries them back up to the nest.
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And I think when they get back in the nest, mummy says to the chick, "Was that fun?" And I
think the chick probably says, "Yeah, it was fun! Scary, but it was fun!" How did Israel get
out of Egypt and into the land of the wilderness in Sinai? He pushed them out of the nest,
and then He caught them. And He carried them for those three months until they arrived.
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And I ask you a question: how did you get here? You look back, and you see what God did for
you, and you say, "The only reason I got here is that He caught me, and on eagles' wings, He
carried me." He said, "Harold, don't you worry, I'm going to carry you on." And then He says

to you, "Harold, was it fun?" And I say, "Yeah, it was fun, but kind of scary. But it was fun!"
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Would you remember: Jesus loves you just as much as the eagle loves those chicks. But

you've got to learn to fly. Beautiful picture.
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Verse four again:

[Exodus 19:4 NK]JV]
4 "You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings

and brought you to Myself.

HRERNT:
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That's God's plan: He wants to bring us to Himself. Verse five:

[Exodus 19:5-6 NKJV]

> Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you
shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. ¢ And
you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words

which you shall speak to the children of Israel.”
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Why did He do it for them? To make them His own special treasure. I like to think about
walking into God's treasure house. It's something like a museum, but it's a whole lot better.
It's something like God's trophy room. God has got lots of trophies, and He's pretty
outstanding. So if you were to walk into God's trophy room, what would you say? You'd
probably say, "God, could you please show me some of your trophies?" And what would He
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say? He would say, "Sure, I'll show you some trophies." And so He goes over, and He picks up
Israel, and He shows that to you. And it's going to be absolutely beautiful to behold.
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And you'll say, "How did they ever get to be a trophy like that?" And He will say, "Well, verse
five: they obeyed My voice and kept My covenant, and therefore, I made them a special
treasure to Me above all people." And then you say to Him, "Well, that's wonderful, God. Do
you have any other trophies?" And He will say, "Well, do you remember that class that used
to meet on Tuesday afternoons?" And He goes to His trophy case, and He takes one of you,
and He says, "I want you to see this trophy. This is a beautiful trophy." And you would say,
"How did that trophy ever get to be so beautiful?" And He will say, "Well, they obeyed My

voice, they kept My covenant, and they became to Me a special treasure above all people."
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Do you believe that the Apostle Paul is going to be in God's trophy house? Is he the only one
going to be there? Do you want to be in His trophy house? When God wants to brag in
eternity, five thousand years from now, would you like Him to go to His trophy house and pull

you out and just say, "This is what happened to them"?
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We mentioned it this morning: what do we know about heaven? Answer: nothing could be
better. And each of us, if we keep His commandments, if we believe Him and follow Him, we
will get to be His trophy forever. We don't just get to be His people, His trophy, but verse six

says:
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[Exodus 19:6 NK]JV]
6 And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the

words which you shall speak to the children of Israel."
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What is God's plan? That we be a kingdom of priests. Now, if you went to Israel in the Old
Testament, you would find that there were three gradations of people. There were the
ordinary people, the eleven tribes. And then over that, there was the tribe of Levi—one tribe
serving God for the eleven tribes. And then over that, one family: the family of Aaron, the
priests. And that's where things ended up.
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But what was God's original plan? That the children of Israel all were part of the kingdom of
priests. How many priests would be in the kingdom if it was a kingdom of priests? All of
them would be priests! Now, that's exactly what the New Testament is all about. God's plan

is to make us a kingdom of priests.
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So, you go into some churches and you say, "Excuse me, who's the priest here?" And they
would show you maybe one or two men. If you come to 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel and say,
"T would like to meet a priest, please," what would you say? If you knew the Lord Jesus Christ
as Savior, you would say, "Well, I'm a priest. What would you like to know?" Our

responsibility is to be a kingdom of priests.
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Years ago, I used to say to myself: "16th Avenue Gospel Chapel, does anybody here preach a
good sermon?" And I quickly went around the congregation, and I counted at least twenty
men who could preach a really good sermon at 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel! I didn't count
the women because I hadn't heard them preach a sermon. Many of them could preach a
better sermon than the men—it's just that they never did, but they could. The women priests
aren't there to preach sermons; the women priests are there to live out the responsibility of

women priests, and the men bear the responsibility of men priests. But we're all priests.

ZAEHT, WHOHMA: “EBIOREREETRE, AHANEIMS —FHEN? ” REIRTRBE T, 4
REMEDA Ao Al DEIX B Y — R ARFRAIE ! AR, FABEE AT
PHE. AEBNMRZEARTERREVFH L2 LR ZRG RN T — B ARG A IZAEE, (B TS IXRES . K
MRFIAEEAENE BINE, MRZER DA EREIERFIRAT,, 56 NARE S WERIIRSE,
BAEHAL E2EREEA],

So, if you trust the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, what is your objective? To bear your
responsibility in the body, and to bear your responsibility in the priesthood. Jethro said to
Moses, "Moses, you should get seventy men who can sort of be between you and the people.”
But here, I think the Lord is saying, "I don't want seventy people between Moses and the
people. I want all God's people to be under Moses and Me." Well, I just say, "Lord, that's our
objective for 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel. We want all the people to be a kingdom of priests
and a holy nation here at 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel!"

FITEA,  Gn2RORME 52 EHRERELE N IRARCE,  IREVZAE i HARE 47 wi@ BERE R S A R EIIRETER 77,
FES AN AL ERBRA ST, Ml R P, IRROZPkEE DA, B TR EEZ
[l 7 ARMEIRE, RETEERE: “BAREERAHEETRFEIRC DA, RAEREREHIF
RAEREVE T, BEAEH, 7 AT PO E3: “ W, X2 A TN B 16 R TERE & 2 E L R
e BATTIVIHIBNXEFTAERIA, HBREEIXEBOVRAIEE, EEHER! 7

So, verse six ends: "These are the words which you shall speak to the children of Israel." Do
you think it is possible that when the children of Israel got three months out of Egypt, some
of them might have said, "Excuse me, but why are we here? We used to be slaves in Egypt,

and we knew what our job was then"?
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What is your job now? Moses comes down from the mountain and says, "I'll tell you what
your job is. We are to be a kingdom of priests! We are going to work together. We are all, by

the grace of God, going to become priests!"
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Verse seven and eight:

[Exodus 19:7-8 NKJV]

7 So Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before them all
these words which the LORD commanded him. 8 Then all the people answered
together and said, "All that the LORD has spoken we will do." So Moses brought
back the words of the people to the LORD.
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Well, that's a rather reasonable response, isn't it, from the people? If God has spoken, what
do you do? You say, "Yes, Sir!" And they certainly said, "Well, Moses, if that's what God wants
us to do, all that He has asked us to do, we will do." And so that should be our response. We
say, "Lord, I don't understand everything, but if You want me to do it, I will do it. If You want
me to be part of the kingdom of priests, frankly, that's a pretty good job; I would like to do
that."
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So, Moses brought back the words of the people to the Lord. And the Lord said to Moses,
"Behold, I come to you in the thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with you,

and believe you forever."

[Exodus 19:9 NK]JV]

9 And the LORD said to Moses, "Behold, I come to you in the thick cloud, that the
people may hear when I speak with you, and believe you forever." So Moses told
the words of the people to the LORD.
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So, He basically says, "Moses, all is well, but this is what's going to happen. Moses, I am
going to speak to you in the thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with you,
and believe you forever." Now, in the past, the Lord spoke to Moses, and Moses spoke to the
people. And the Lord proved to the people that He had spoken to Moses by fulfilling the
promises that Moses told them the Lord had spoken.
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So the Lord says to Moses, "Moses, this is what I'm going to do tomorrow." Moses said to the
people, "This is what the Lord said He's going to do tomorrow, so you'd better get ready."
And the Lord does that tomorrow. And that happened several times, and it was pretty
obvious that it was God who was speaking to Moses. But here, He said, "I'm going to come
and speak to the people directly, and when they hear Me, they'll realize that it really is Me
who is speaking, and they will fear you, Moses."
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So, the Lord said to Moses:

[Exodus 19:10-13 NK]JV]

10 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go to the people and consecrate them today and
tomorrow, and let them wash their clothes. '! And let them be ready for the third
day. For on the third day the LORD will come down upon Mount Sinai in the sight
of all the people. '? You shall set bounds for the people all around, saying, "Take
heed to yourselves that you do not go up to the mountain or touch its base.
Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be put to death. ' Not a hand shall
touch him, but he shall surely be stoned or shot with an arrow; whether man or
beast, he shall not live." When the trumpet sounds long, they shall come near the

mountain."
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God basically says, "I'm coming to your house tomorrow. I'm going to come and I'm going to
visit you." What are you going to do to get ready? The first thing you do: you wash your
clothes. Is that significant? Yeah, it isn't just washing your clothes; it's basically washing
yourselves, isn't it? If granny is coming to visit the children, mommy says, "Granny is
coming. You've got to be presentable for your grandmother." And so she says, "You've got to
clean your room, and you've got to clean your clothes, and you've got to behave. You can't
say bad words; you can't do bad things. Granny is going to be here; you must do what is
right."

MRRREEAR BRI "IIRIRERREKER, WESRERVIR, 7 IREEAMERTE? B—FF2otT
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What would happen in Vancouver if Donald Trump were to come to Vancouver? If he were to
come along 16th Avenue, what do you think would happen? I think the City of Vancouver
would send out some gardeners and they'd cut the grass on the boulevard. And they'd
probably go down the street and knock on every door and say, "Listen, Donald Trump is
coming along tomorrow afternoon at five o'clock, and you'd better behave." I don't know if
we would, but we certainly should make a big deal if someone like that were coming. King
Charles came. And Moses said to them, "God is coming."

GUIRREANGE-RFEHE (Donald Trump) ZERIGEHE, XERIRAEM2? MRMIEFTESRICRIEE, KIAN
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God is coming; it's a big deal! Don't take God, don't take Jesus as commonplace. He is God;

He is to be revered.
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Moses went down from the mountain to the people and he sanctified the people, and they

washed their clothes:

[Exodus 19:14-15 NKJV]
14'So Moses went down from the mountain to the people and sanctified the people,
and they washed their clothes. > And he said to the people, "Be ready for the third

day; do not come near your wives."
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It would be kind of exciting, wouldn't it? Three days from now, God is coming! And he said to
the people, "Be ready for the third day. Do not come near your wives." This was to be a time
for God.
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And then verse sixteen:

[Exodus 19:16-19 NKJV]

16 Then it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there were
thunderings and lightnings, and a thick cloud on the mountain; and the sound of
the trumpet was very loud, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled.
17 And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood
at the foot of the mountain. '® Now Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because
the LORD descended upon it in fire. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a
furnace, and the whole mountain quaked greatly. '° And when the blast of the
trumpet sounded long and became louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God

answered him by voice.
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It's interesting that many of the great men—we call them great men, many of the leaders of
the people down through the ages—have in one way or another tried to copy this event in
order to bring honor to themselves. When the general wins the victory and the people go into
a parade to acknowledge him, they often do these kinds of things. So they will often get a
trumpet, and they will blow it very loud. And the trumpet usually goes: "Doo, doo, doo,
doo..." That is what people in the past did, and today they still do.
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But when God comes, it isn't just a trumpet, but it's thundering, and then lightning, and then
a thick cloud on the mountain. You try to do that! And I remember telling you this story, but I
remember one day sitting at the window of my house. I could see out over English Bay, and
there was a fireworks night, and fire flashed all over the sky, and frankly, it was very

interesting.
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And then a few days later, I was at Norma's house. And Norma had a house out in South
Surrey, and from there, you could look over the City of Vancouver in the distance, and you
could see where the lights had been the few nights before, and over Burrard Inlet. And that
wasn't a fireworks night at all, but it was a stormy night; it was a lightning night. And I
looked out the window, and there was a flash of lightning here, and a flash of lightning there,
back and forth. And I said to myself, "Lord, You make a far more spectacular scene than

those flimsy fireworks!"

JIRG, FETHRE (South Surrey) Normafyz, MUEHE, (RA] DUZILIREEE MR EH e, E2EA]
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I was flying over the Rocky Mountains one day at about thirty-seven thousand feet, and I was
at the window seat. I could look out and down into the valley in the Rocky Mountains—I'm
not sure precisely, somewhere near Banff, I guess. And there was a thunderstorm down

there. We were way above the thunderstorm, so instead of looking up at it, I was looking
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down at it, and it was fascinating. Flashes of lightning going all down, just one after another

after another, absolutely amazing! Only God can do that.
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So, this is what happens this day: in the morning, there were thunderings and lightnings,
and a thick cloud on the mountain, and the sound of the trumpet was very loud, so that all
the people who were in the camp down below trembled. And Moses brought the people out
of the camp to meet God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. Now, if that isn't

demonstration of power enough, verse eighteen says:

[Exodus 19:18 NK]JV]
18 Now Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because the LORD descended upon
it in fire. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain

quaked greatly.
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How long is an earthquake? Sometimes they go on for a few seconds. I think this earthquake
probably went on for a few minutes. The whole mountain quaked greatly. Verse nineteen:

[Exodus 19:19 NK]JV]
19 And when the blast of the trumpet sounded long and became louder and louder,

Moses spoke, and God answered him by voice.
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And what happens next? Answer: come back next week, because our time is gone. It's
amazing. God has got lots of interesting stories. I suppose one of the great problems in the
world is that we don't all believe that God is God. One of the delightful hymns that has been
written recently has an introductory line that goes something like this: "You're a great, big,
wonderful God." He's big, and He deserves much honor from us, much obedience to Him,

and much humility from us. He's a great, big, wonderful God.
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Lord, You wanted to speak to these people on this occasion, and we thank You that You did.
Lord, there is a sense in which they listened, and there is a sense in which they didn't. And
so, Lord, it's true of us as well: there's a sense in which we listen, and there's a sense in
which we don't. Lord, would You help us, please, to be humble before You and obedient
before You, that the blessings that You want for us, that we might be effective priests for

Your glory, would come.
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Lord, thanks for today! Thanks for all who have been with us. We pray, Lord, the blessing of
God upon each one. All of us, Lord, need to follow You more closely. Some, Lord, need to say,
"T want this man to rule over me," and they need to surrender their lives to Jesus Christ. So
help them, Lord, to turn from their sin and say, "Yes, Jesus, I want Your forgiveness, I want
Your salvation." And so may they believe You for salvation, and may each of us continue to

believe You for Your blessing on our lives. We ask this all now in Jesus' name. Amen! Amen!
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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