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Very good! So again, welcome to all who are here, and welcome to those on Zoom. So, Amy, I
noticed that you are Amy number one or two—two, because there's another Amy on Zoom.
Oh yes, also my Chinese name, Ying, that's right, yes. And I played mostly by Ying, but it's

good to see it.
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Alright, so our story is simple. The children of Israel were slaves in Egypt, and they didn't
like it. They prayed that God would deliver them, and God sent them Moses, and God sent
them miracles, and they were able to flee from Egypt.
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And so they found themselves, after fleeing from Pharaoh and going through the Red Sea,
they found themselves on the other side of the Red Sea in a wilderness. And they had to
learn a little bit about the God who had saved them.
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And that's logical. If they were saved, they must ask the question, why? And what was the

purpose of this? Why would God have picked us up from Egypt and put us in the wilderness?
What does He want?
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So I became a Christian when I was a little boy. And as I began to grow up, I started asking

myself the question, what is it You want me to do?
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And in my case, the answer was pretty obvious. I was told, and I believe my job was to tell
other people about Jesus. So I kept on saying, I guess it doesn't really matter what I do in

terms of my job or my profession. All that matters is I've got to tell people about Jesus.
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So when I was in high school, people used to say to me, "What are you going to do when you
graduate? What's your job going to be? What do you want to be?" I said, "I don't know." And
then I went to university and they said to me, "What are you going to do?" I said, "I don't
know." And then I finally got a job, and people said to me, "So what are you going to do?" I
said, "I don't know." I really don't know, even today. But I should have been. It doesn't matter.
All that mattered was that I tell people about Jesus.
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So the children of Israel come out of Egypt. They're in the wilderness, and what are they
going to do? Where are they going to go? They don't know. They're going to go over there,
ultimately to the land of Canaan. And they know that, but what they're going to do when they
get there, they don't know.
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But God says to them, "This is what you've got to do: you've got to be My people, you've got
to serve Me. The central point of your life has got to be God." So here they are, three months
after having left Egypt. And the Lord says, "I am going to speak to all you people, and I'm
going to tell you what it is you must do."
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The Presentation at Sinai

They prepared for three days to have the Lord speak to them. And so we read last week

verse sixteen:

[Exodus 19:16 NKJV]
16 Then it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there were

thunderings and lightnings, and a thick cloud on the mountain; and the sound of

the trumpet was very loud, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled.
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God was going to speak to them; this was just the introduction, the preamble. Verse

eighteen:

[Exodus 19:18 NKJV]
18 Now Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because the LORD descended upon

it in fire. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain

quaked greatly.
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Verse nineteen:

[Exodus 19:19 NK]JV]
19 And when the blast of the trumpet sounded long and became louder and louder,

Moses spoke, and God answered him by voice.
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So verse twenty now:



[Exodus 19:20 NK]JV]
20 Then the LORD came down upon Mount Sinai, on the top of the mountain. And

the LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up.
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Okay, you got the picture. All the children of Israel are down in the valley. On the mountain,

God has come down. There's thunder and lightning and thick cloud and trumpet and smoke.
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What would the logical thing have been? Run down to the bottom of the mountain and then
run away. Do you remember the Mount St. Helens story? All kinds of rumblings,
earthquakes, and problems, and the news was, "Get off the mountain, everybody off the
mountain." And then that Sunday in May, the mountain blew up.
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And so they watched Moses go up to the mountain, and they probably thought, "He's crazy.
That mountain's going to blow up." So when he got up the mountain, verse twenty-one and

twenty-two:

[Exodus 19:21-22 NKJV]

21 And the LORD said to Moses, "Go down and warn the people, lest they break
through to gaze at the LORD, and many of them perish. 22 Also let the priests who
come near the LORD consecrate themselves, lest the LORD break out against

them."
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So the Lord is saying, "Make sure you don't come near, make sure they don't come near."

Verse twenty-three, twenty-four, and twenty-five:



[Exodus 19:23-25 NK]JV]

23 But Moses said to the LORD, "The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai; for
You warned us, saying, "Set bounds around the mountain and consecrate it."' 24
Then the LORD said to him, "Away! Get down and then come up, you and Aaron
with you. But do not let the priests and the people break through to come up to the
LORD, lest He break out against them." 2> So Moses went down to the people and

spoke to them.
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How many times had the Lord warned them, "Don't come near the mountain"? I'm not sure,

over and over and over again.
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The First Commandments

All of this is preliminary to chapter twenty, which begins, "And God spoke all these words." Is
it important that we prepare to have God speak to us? Sometimes people say, "Okay,

everything is fine, I'll just go and talk to God."
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If you were to go to speak to somebody important in Vancouver or British Columbia, would
you prepare ahead of time? If you were going to see the Mayor of Vancouver, would you just
walk into his office, put your feet up on his desk and say, "Hello! I'm glad I'm here"?

GURIRE R ER A e BCE MR EE AW IS, RSTERTHEREIL? AIRIRER IR AHER T, RIEES
HIEEEHMA A=, EERBEEMI AR B, RiEE:  “IREF! RESIREIXE” 157

So God said, "I'm God. And I'm going to speak to you. I want you to listen. I want you to
respect what I'm about to say. It is very important." So, here He is on this mountain—
thunder, lightning, darkness, smoke, fire, earthquakes. And then a voice comes out of

heaven. And what does He say? Verse two.
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[Exodus 20:2 NKJV]
2 "T am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the

house of bondage.
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Only in all that time, they'd never seen Him. They'd certainly seen a lot of the miracles that
He did, but they had never seen Him or heard Him. And so He introduces Himself and He
says, "Do you know who I am? I'm the God who brought you out of Egypt." And then He uses

this amazing phrase: He says, "I brought you out of the house of bondage."
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They were slaves. He brought them out of the house of slavery. If you were a slave, would
you be happy to meet somebody who gave you freedom? And they were happy. Yes. They
weren't just in Egypt; they were in bondage. It's interesting what the Lord Jesus says about

all of us who were sinners. He said, "When you were sinners, you were a slave to your sin."
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You know, some people are slaves, and they don't really understand it because they don't
really know what freedom is. These people knew about the bondage of their slavery. But they

were slaves just the same. Verse three, He says:

[Exodus 20:3 NKJV]
3 "You shall have no other gods before Me.
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That's the first rule that God has for them. He's got ten commandments, and this is the first:
"You shall have no other gods before Me." That's very logical and very important, the first

commandment.
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When we talked about divorce this morning, when you get married, what do you say? You
say, if I'm a man, you say, "I'm going to have no other wife but you." The wife says, "I will

have no other husband but you."
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God had delivered these people, and the picture that He uses to describe it is that He... I
can't think of the word, but He arranged to have them be His wife. And so it is most logical
for Him to say, "You shall have no other gods before Me." Why? Well, number one, because
there is no other God. But number two, because their imagination would allow them to
create other gods, so that they could serve them and do what they want rather than serve

Him. And so His logic is, "Do not have any other gods before Me."
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Then He goes on in verse four, and He gives commandment number two:

[Exodus 20:4-6 NK]JV]

4 "You shall not make for yourself a carved image--any likeness of anything that is
in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth; °> you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God,
am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third
and fourth generations of those who hate Me, ¢ but showing mercy to thousands, to

those who love Me and keep My commandments.
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Yeah, it is true, isn't it, that many people in the world today bow down to images? They say,
"This is my god." Sometimes they make a small god, put it on a shelf in their house.
Sometimes they say, "My god lives in that great big building over there." Sometimes they will
find a picture or make a picture of what they think is God, and they will respect the picture.
So God says, "No, that's not what you should do."
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Who is this God? What God is the God who made you and me and them? He made us. What is
the alternative? The alternative is another god. What kind of a god is it? Well, that's the god
that I would make.
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So are you prepared to serve the God who made you? Or would you rather serve a god that
you made? If God made you, who's the boss? God. If you made an idol, who's the boss? You.
And if you didn't like him, what would you do? You'd throw him in the garbage and get a new

idol! It's very convenient.
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God says, "That's absolute nonsense. I am the God who made you; you must obey Me. Don't

you ever follow a god you make yourself, or a god that your society makes for you."
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And all down through history, the political rulers have been saying, "We are the political
rulers; you must obey our god, you must go our way." They're basically saying, "I'm god. You
will all follow me. You can have an idol, you can have this, but we're the god, we're god, you
must do what we say."
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So, number one: no other god. Number two: no images of God.
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Yeah, I guess I should just mention that when you come into 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel,
which picture of God do you like the best? There are no pictures of God in this chapel. There
are no pictures of Jesus in this chapel. Well, that's hopefully the case, but you know, many
new books about Jesus have pictures of Jesus in the book. Don't follow them; don't do that.

Don't even pretend there are pictures of Jesus.
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So we sometimes have a Christmas program for children at Christmas, and we sometimes
have a manger with some straw in it. And then we like to put something in the straw to be
the picture of Jesus. So, what do you put in the manger? Well, you could get a little baby doll
and put that in the manger. People might say, "Well, that's Jesus." So, when we do that, we
usually end up taking a towel, and we wrap the towel around itself, and we put it there. And

so it isn't—it isn't Jesus, it's just a towel. He didn't look like a towel!
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So in the chapel we don't have pictures of Jesus; we have verses of Scripture on the wall to
remind us of Jesus. But we don't have pictures of Jesus because this says, "No graven image,
no pictures of Jesus."
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Laws for Society and Home

All right, so now verse number seven:

[Exodus 20:7 NK]JV]
7 "You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not
hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.
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Have you ever heard somebody use the word "Jesus" when they're angry? And they say
something, and then they introduce the word "Jesus". What a terrible thing! Was it Jesus'
fault that this person had a flat tire? No!
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So we have a strange society. In our society, people take the name of God and they take the
name of Jesus, and they put it in a bad context, and they blame God and Jesus for their
problem. That's a good thing that we don't do that; we don't want to take God's name and

bring it down.
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If every time I had a problem I blamed you, would you be happy? You would say, "Harold, it's
not my fault. You fell down the stairs; you did it yourself. You shouldn't have left that thing on
the top of the stairs to trip over." But people blame Jesus and God for all kinds of bad things
that happen to them.
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Now Christianity is not the only type of religion, or it's not the only kind of religion in the
world; there are a lot of other religions. When people get angry, when people are hurt, do
you hear them say something bad about the god they serve? They don't talk about the god of
this religion, or the god of that religion, or the god of the other religion when things go
wrong. They will often say good things about that god when you talk to them, but they will
never say bad things about that god when things go wrong.

HEBZOF AR EME—ARE, R BICARE HARRRE, SR N RS2 iR e, R 1
AT AIRAIIRIENG? S EANOON, ITAERBIRX DR ARSI, SRR
ATIZIRIN, AT @ B 2 UL TR 4ETE, BRSNS U TR RIS,

Why would it be that they say bad things about Jesus and God when things go wrong? Only
reason: because Jesus and God are the only God. And if things go wrong, only God could
have solved the problem. And so, the fact that people name Him when things go wrong—

name Him in all kinds of terrible contexts—the only reason they run down that God is
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because He is God. So one of the proofs that the God of the Bible, God Jesus, is God is that

people do use His name in vain.
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All right, the next commandment is:

[Exodus 20:8 NK]JV]
8 "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.
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That's a very interesting rule. God in His mercy gave us seven days in a week, and the last
day is a day for Himself. Can you imagine working in a society where you didn't get one day

off a week? What a kind of God, that He would want to give us a rest!
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And actually, the wording elsewhere in Scripture is that God gave the Sabbath so that our
animals could have a rest. If you had a horse or a donkey or a cow, they would say, "I want to
rest, too." And because you didn't work that day, they wouldn't work either. God is a good
God. He loves us and He expects good things from us, but He also expects us to rest in Him

—to have a rest as well as hard work.
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And so He goes on in the next verses to explain what He is doing here on this Sabbath day,
the day of rest. He says:

[Exodus 20:9-10 NKJV]
9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, '° but the seventh day is the

Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor
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your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor

your stranger who is within your gates.
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So this is a very encouraging day: you get to take a day off, you get a day to rest. And again,
as we've said, your servants and your cattle, even they would all rest. And finally He says,

"nor your stranger who is within your gates."
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Now the issue is Canada. What rules should there be in Canada for the strangers who live in
Canada? Canada is a multinational country. Who should be obeying the laws in Canada?
Everybody. And it's a very important principle in the Bible; the Bible says you let the people
in, but when they come in, they must obey the laws of God. Everybody must obey the laws of
God. Now that was the plan of God.
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Ah, but in the days of Nehemiah, there were some businessmen who felt that the Sabbath
day was a good day to do business. So I think there were merchants—I think there were
merchants from Tyre, I'm not sure precisely the city, but they came into Jerusalem every
Sabbath day and they set up shop to do business. And Nehemiah said, "Not in this country!
You're not going to do that." And so he locked the doors of the city of Jerusalem so that they
couldn't come in, and he told them, "If you keep coming around, it's going to get worse."
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So God's plan for His people was always that they keep His commandment. And those who
lived amongst them, they must keep the commandment as well. And our society gets into
real trouble because we end up... I think in England they have separate laws for the
Muslims; they have Sharia law for the Muslims and another law for the rest of the people,

and they've got a divided country because of it.
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Now from our simple perspective as Christians, we keep the laws of God. And at the chapel
here, we say we're going to keep the laws of God. Somebody else comes in and says, "I've
got my own religion, I'll come here and I'll meet with you, but I'll do my own religion, too."
What do we say? We say, "No, you're a stranger. You can come in, but you must not disobey
the laws of God."
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Now another reason for all this—sorry, verse eleven:

[Exodus 20:11 NK]JV]
1 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is
in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day

and hallowed it.
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So why did they keep and honor the Sabbath day? They did that in order to recognize that
they were serving the God who made the very worlds in the six days preceding the Sabbath
day. The Sabbath was a rest for God, and they should remember the blessings of that rest,
and rest as well, remembering what He did! So, remember what God has done. Take every

advantage to remember the things that God has done for you.
FRDAEAT I 2 By H B EZ B H? M IXAREOE N 7RI\, M1 HEZER R LR H Z AT/ R EANE 1
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And in partial obedience to that particular command, and a lot of others, we remember every
Sunday morning—we take the bread and the wine, and we remember what Jesus has done

for us. And we take time to think about all His goodness to us.
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So, what day of the week is the Sabbath day? Answer: Saturday. What is the first day of the
week? Answer: Sunday. So why do we celebrate the greatness of our God on Sunday rather
than Saturday? And in simplicity, two reasons. I guess number one is because the Lord Jesus

rose from the dead, not on Saturday, but on Sunday, to begin something new and wonderful.
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And the other reason is that in the New Testament, the Christians celebrated the goodness of
God through the breaking of bread; they celebrated that on Sunday, not on Saturday.
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o

Alright, so how are these people going to live? Some of them are going to be carpenters,
some of them are going to be plumbers, some are going to be farmers, some of them are
going to be judges. How are they going to live? All of them are going to follow the Lord; all of
them are going to obey the commandments. And it doesn't matter whether they're a plumber
or a carpenter or a judge. Whatever they are, whoever they are, they must all follow the

Lord. He comes first.
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All right, so verse twelve now. Here's the next commandment:

[Exodus 20:12 NK]JV]
12 "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land

which the LORD your God is giving you.
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Is that important? Yes, sir. All that is implied, we don't know. To honor your father and

mother is often a very important, a very lengthy responsibility. But in the simplest terms, it is
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this: your father and mother say no, and you say, "Thank you, I won't." Your father and

mother say yes, and you say, "Right now."
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Now, that's not only a way to have peace in the home—and frankly, if that's not there, there
will be no peace in the home—but what is the promise? You'll live for a long time. How would
you go about getting long life? Well, you'd eat the right food for breakfast, wouldn't you? And
you'd eat an apple a day, keep the doctor away. And you'd go to the doctor and the dentist

every year.
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That's not what the Bible says. The Bible says: you want long life, you honor your father and
your mother. And you do that one way when you're a little child: you obey them. When you
get older, you've learned to obey, and then you must learn to respect and show honor. And

you do that when you're old, and especially when they are old.

EIXFFARELN, 2480 RERE, REBIRIIREE, SRR/ IMZ T, ARDA—H75 T U E]
X WAEATT, SR KKRIG, IRFS T, SRJE R X S EM IR G, R R SR
fif, JEHIZHMATFEER,

Now, it's interesting, in the Apostles, the Lord makes reference to this, and he says:

[Ephesians 6:2 NK]JV]
"Honor your father and mother," which is the first commandment with promise:

This promise is not insignificant: "I live a long life, then you honor your father and mother."
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But that's not the end of all the commandments. Next one is:
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[Exodus 20:13 NK]JV]

13 "You shall not murder.

We talked a little bit about that this morning. What a terrible thing to take the life of
another! Would that be possible? The answer is yes. The first two boys who were living on

this earth were brothers, and Cain murdered Abel.

[Genesis 4:8 NK]JV]
Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the

field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him.
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Could that happen? I met a man many years ago. I said to him, "You're not from Canada; how
did you get to Canada?" He said, "Well, I used to live in Australia." I said, "Why did you come
to Canada?" He said, "Well, if I didn't, I would have murdered my mother." I thought, "Wow,
I've met lots of people, but I've never met anybody like that."
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But when he came to Canada, he learned he was a sinner, and he trusted the Lord Jesus
Christ as his Savior, and he was honest enough to tell the truth. "You shall not murder." Verse

fourteen:

[Exodus 20:14 NKJV]

14 "You shall not commit adultery.
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Is murder a bad thing? Yes, of course. Is adultery a good thing? No. Many people will tell you
that murder is a bad thing and adultery is a good thing. But that's not what God says, and
that's not what they will find in their life.
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Murder was such a bad thing that in the commandments of God, a murderer was to be put to
death for his sin. And a person who commits adultery was to be put to death for his sin. And
our society has changed the laws, and our society has glorified evil, and our society has done
all kinds of bad things. But it's still a sin. God will not hold him guiltless!

[Exodus 20:15 NK]JV]

15 "You shall not steal.
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Ever heard of anybody who steals something? All kinds of people do that. I think in

California, you don't even get... it isn't even a sin to steal anything less than a thousand

dollars. Okay, God says it is a sin. Don't steal.
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God keeps a record, doesn't He? God knows all the details. Make sure that you pay. Our
grandfather used to use the phrase, "Make sure you always pay one hundred cents on a
dollar." Make sure you always pay what you have to pay. The next one is:

[Exodus 20:16 NKJV]

16 "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
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So, do people talk? Many people tell lies. The devil was the first liar. All who follow him
continue to tell lies. And one leading politician in the world was quoted as saying this: He
says, "You'll never get anything approved in government if you don't lie." He wasn't at the

bottom of the government; he was the top man in the government.
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The book of Proverbs says:

[Proverbs 29:12 NK]JV]

If a ruler pays attention to lies, All his servants become wicked.
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I often ask myself the question: why is one society strong and another society weak? Better,
why is one economy strong and another economy weak? And you'll find invariably in the
strong economy, people don't lie. They say, "I will pay you so much for that. We'll have a
contract, I'll do this, you do that," and they don't lie, and that economy is strong. But where
you get people who do lie, everything grinds to a halt because nobody trusts anybody enough
to do anything.
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Why did the Industrial Revolution break out in England rather than in Zimbabwe, in Africa?
Because the gospel was preached in England, and people turned from their sin, and they
started to work. And when they started to work, they told the truth. And when they told the
truth, the economy started to grow because people trusted one another and would work
together.
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You can't have happiness in a country, you can't have happiness in a company, you can't have
happiness in the home if you tell lies. So my friend said to me a long time ago, "I have a

problem with my sister; she always tells me lies." That is tragic.

GRERIRGETE, PREEREMARGEERE, REAFEARGE R, EXEBAZEEE, FrDURALL
AT, WEVPAOS IR “AIRATRGRIBR] 1 R, SR . 7 XARAES,

Now here's my question: if a country is weak because it tells lies, if a company is weak
because it tells lies, if a family is weak because it tells lies, what would happen if you were to
tell a lie to yourself? It's going to be the same disaster, isn't it? Ever met anybody who lies to
themselves? Sure, all kinds of people lie to themselves. And they'll lie to you if you ask them

about it.
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Norma will tell you the story about the woman she was talking to. And Norma said, "Where
are you going to be after you die?" And the woman said, "I'm going to come back to life as a
tree." What do you think the future of that woman is? Don't lie to yourself! But if you lie to

others, you'll start lying to yourself, too. Don't tell lies. All right, verse number seventeen:

[Exodus 20:17 NK]JV]
17 "You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's
wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor

anything that is your neighbor's."
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Now, do you ever see a car, do you ever see something you say, "Whoa, I like that!"? And then
some people say, "I'm going to get that." And they covet whatever it is they really want.
Firstly, the problem is you might want the house your neighbor lives in. Secondly, you might

like your neighbor's wife, or her husband.
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You might want your neighbor's servants. "I'd like an easier life, please. I would like
somebody to be my servant. I would like his ox." If you're a farmer, you might say, "I would
like his tractor; he's got a really nice tractor. I would like his donkey." Do people want a
donkey? Yes, so they could go for a ride and not have to walk. Have you ever heard anybody

say, "I'd like his car"?
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And the Bible says no, that's not the way you live. You don't say, "I would be happy if I got

those things I want." Remember the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, He said:

[Luke 12:15 NK]JV]
And He said to them, "Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life does

not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses."
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Possessions don't make you happy. And the rich are not usually happier than the poor. So,
the main problem—one of the main problems of American society is that we have been sold

the impression that if you have more things, if you have better things, you'll be happy.
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And so one of my friends had a bit of a problem with this. And he got a new car, a brand new
car, and he was very happy with it. And he locked it in the garage, and he left the cat in the
garage. And the cat got on the car, and then started to slide off. So the cat dug his claws into

the paint and scraped it all the way down until he hit the ground.
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And my friend came back and saw the scratches on the paint job on his brand new car, and
he said, "Thou shalt not covet." He said, "I think the Lord let the cat do that just because I
would be too proud of my car." Very often, the problem arises very early with your things.
And you get something that you think is really good, and sometimes problems come to it.

And then, maybe that's a good thing for reminding you: we are not to covet.
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And there is a sense in which these ten commandments are almost circular: "Thou shalt not
covet! And thou shalt have no other gods before Me." It's possible to covet something so

much that it would become your god instead of Jesus.
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So if you were standing there that day, and you saw the thunder and lightning and darkness
and cloud and everything on this mountain, and the shaking and the trumpet and the
earthquake, and then you heard this voice, what would you think? Do you think you might
say these words that we heard from that voice from that mountain—these words are
important?
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God says, "Yes! I went to the trouble of telling you this. It was very important. Don't forget
these words!"

L RBRY BAESTE S IRIRITIX L, RIFFEE, AERIDXEE! 7
The People’s Response and True Worship

All right, verse eighteen:

[Exodus 20:18 NKJV]

18 Now all the people witnessed the thunderings, the lightning flashes, the sound of
the trumpet, and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they
trembled and stood afar off.
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They were afraid by the whole thing. They ran away—or rather, they didn't run to the
mountain, they ran away from the mountain. And then they came up with this argument,
verse nineteen. Then they said to Moses:

[Exodus 20:19 NKJV]
19 Then they said to Moses, "You speak with us, and we will hear; but let not God

speak with us, lest we die."
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Alright. Is it important to realize how important it is? The ten commandments are important.
Don't let the devil or anybody else tell you they're not important. God says they are
important.
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So Moses answers, and this is the logic he's got, verse twenty:

[Exodus 20:20 NK]JV]
20 And Moses said to the people, "Do not fear; for God has come to test you, and

that His fear may be before you, so that you may not sin."

Why these commandments? Why this most dramatic emphasis of the commandments?
What's the purpose of it all? That you don't sin.
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And so in the book of Psalms—I can't remember now, but it says:

[Psalm 119:11 NKJV]

Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You.
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So what's the process? Number one: you hear the words, like we just did. You transfer them
from your ear to your mind, and you think about them. And from your mind, you transfer
them to your heart, so that you believe them. And so from your heart, you transfer it to your

actions, so that you don't do the things you should not do.
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Alright. So, verse twenty-one:

[Exodus 20:21 NK]JV]
21 So the people stood afar off, but Moses drew near the thick darkness where God

was.

And so the people watched Moses going up that mountain, and they probably thought, "Wow,

Moses, that's a scary place to go."
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Verse twenty-two and twenty-three:

[Exodus 20:22-23 NKJV]
22 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: "You
have seen that I have talked with you from heaven. 23 You shall not make anything

to be with Me--gods of silver or gods of gold you shall not make for yourselves.
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Now one of the main ways, one of the main reasons how people get into sin is that they stop

focusing on God, and they make another god, and they focus on him. Don't allow idolatry in

your house, in your life in any way. Don't allow idolatry. That's verse twenty-three.
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And then verse twenty-four:

[Exodus 20:24 NK]JV]

24 An altar of earth you shall make for Me, and you shall sacrifice on it your burnt
offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen. In every place where
I record My name I will come to you, and I will bless you.

And so He's saying to them, "Listen. It's true, I've told you all these bad things, but if you
sacrifice to Me, if you send Me a burnt offering, I will bless you."
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Alright, verse twenty-five:

[Exodus 20:25 NK]JV]
25 And if you make Me an altar of stone, you shall not build it of hewn stone; for if

you use your tool on it, you have profaned it.

GFRy, B I REANBABEALE, ARG, FOVIRE BRI TR, sHtiaisty 1

What does He mean by that? Basically, He says if you take a natural stone, and then you say,
"But I can improve on that," so you take your hammer and chisel and you modify the stone.
You basically say, "God, what You provided—the stone—is not good enough. I'm going to
make it even better." And so you put your imprint on the stone, and then you use that to
please God, and God says, "No!"
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Now, the logic that I use to understand that is simply this. If I were to see a beautiful
painting by Leonardo da Vinci—you know who Leonardo da Vinci is? He was one of the most
wonderful painters that ever lived. He came out of Italy. And I were to look at that painting,
and I said, "Oh, Leonardo, that's really good, but you know, down here you made a little
mistake. So, I just dipped my paintbrush in the paint... now, Leonardo, do you like that?" And
everybody says, "You just ruined a painting! That painting was worth millions of dollars, you

put that paint on it, now it's worthless."
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Can you imagine going up to Jesus, listening to His sermon, and saying to Him, "That was

good, Jesus, but really you should have said this"? You say, no. Aren't you thankful that when
God wrote the Bible, He didn't ask for your opinion before He put pen to paper?
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And God says, "When you come, you come to Me. You bring your offering, you don't do
anything to make the offering more acceptable, you just bring Me all the wonderful truth of

Jesus."
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And lastly He says regarding His altar, verse twenty-six:

[Exodus 20:26 NKJV]
26 Nor shall you go up by steps to My altar, that your nakedness may not be

exposed on it.'
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So, after all these ten commandments, the next thing is: how do you worship God? And so
you worship God in His way; you don't try to improve on anything. You make a simple

offering—a simple altar, verse twenty-four, of earth.
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You don't say, "This is the way I choose to worship You, God." You take the natural things He
has provided, and you let them worship Him. Make sure that you do so in moral purity; don't
let your nakedness be exposed on His altar.
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Now note the logic flow: here you've got the ten commandments, and then you've got after
the ten commandments. What comes after the ten commandments? Answer: worship. God
has given these marvelous commandments to us, and He says, "The first thing I want you to
do after those commandments, I want you to make sure you worship Me. I am worthy of your
honor and of your servitude, so I want you to worship Me first; then everything else will

come."
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So I think that's a marvelous thing. People hear the ten commandments. They often just say,
"Oh, that's interesting." But God says, "No. You've heard the ten commandments and you
acknowledge that they're good. You acknowledge that's the way to have a proper society,
that's the way to have a proper life. I am going to worship the God who made those

commandments."
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Most people acknowledge that there is great wisdom there, but you know, many
governments have gone in our day and taken those ten commandments off the wall of their
courts, off the wall of their cabinet meeting rooms, their official offices. They say, "We don't
need those commandments anymore. What is important," they say, "is the commandments

we make."
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B MMBMIRINE S E ARAATE T A EE5E BT MR, M5 "B EREX R 7,
FR AT E CRlE AR 7

26



And so instead of the ten commandments on the wall, they make reference to the revised
statutes of Canada. They go on and on and on and on. Notice? Read them all. Nobody really

cares. There are lots. We have rejected God's laws.
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So, back to Matthew chapter five. What happened to the ten commandments? Chapter five of

Matthew, verse seventeen:

[Matthew 5:17 NKJV]
"Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to
destroy but to fulfill.

Jesus said, "Do not think that I am come to destroy the law." He did not do that. "I came not
to destroy the law nor the prophets; I did not come to destroy, but to fulfill." Don't dismiss
the ten commandments; God will hold us responsible.
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All right, let's pray.

Lord, we want to thank You for the ten commandments. They are important, and we are
impressed that You made them so important for us. You didn't just write them, You didn't just
tell Moses about them. You told the whole people with a big, loud voice—You told all the
people these commandments.
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Lord, we pray that You'll impress these commandments on our own hearts. And where we
find that we have sinned, may we be repentant before You, not defensive. But may we say,
"Lord, You're right, I am wrong. I want You to forgive me."
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So we give thanks now for Your kindness in giving us these and teaching us today. Yes, each
one of us, Lord, may we say, "Lord Jesus, I'm a sinner. Thank you for saving me. Thank you

for dying for me. Please be my Savior." We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen.
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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