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Jesus Loves the Little Ones Like Me

Ready to get started again? Praise the Lord! "Christ in His mercy and wonderful love, came
down to this world tonight. Oh come, oh come to me, my heart will receive, and live with
Him ever on high. Savior above, in wonderful love, came down to this world tonight. He lives

within my heart, and lives with me ever on high." That's in the Bible.
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Because it's in the Bible, we believe it. But can you understand why the Savior above would

leave heaven to come down here?
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Sometimes when we were younger, we used to travel. Sometimes we would drive to
California and back. And that was in the days before I-5. So instead of driving down the main
highway, we would drive through all the small towns between here and California. And as we
drove through, sometimes we would look around and say, "I would kind of like to live here.
This is a nice place to live." And then sometimes we would drive through somewhere else
and we would say, "I wouldn't want to live here." Can you understand why Jesus would want

to come down here?
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This really isn't the most pleasant place to live. You and I have problems. How much more
would He have problems living here? But He came anyway. And that just overwhelms us. We

say, "How is it that You could love me?"
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So we're going to sing another one now, and it's a little chorus. It simply says, "Jesus loves
the little ones like me." And it's true, we're just like little babies in His presence; we're like
infants. But He has chosen to love us, and we are absolutely amazed. So the very simple
theme is: "Jesus loves the little ones like me. Little ones like me sat upon His knee. Jesus
loves the little ones like me." It's very simple, you'll learn it really quickly. We're going to sing
it.
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"Tesus loves the little ones like me. Jesus loves the little ones like me. Little ones like me sat
upon His knee. Jesus loves the little ones like me." One more time: "Jesus loves the little ones
like me, me, me. Jesus loves the little ones like me, me, me. Little ones like me sat upon His

knee. Jesus loves the little ones like me, me, me." All right.
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The second verse just flips it over, and it says, "Jesus loves the little ones like you." Frankly, I
find it easier to believe the second verse than the first verse. But it's wonderful: He loves me,
and He loves you. "Little ones like you, He loves them through and through. Jesus loves the

little ones like me and you."

BRI 7, el CEREREZGIRIZAERINVI . T ORI, RIS, MES B
EH—BER G, HXENRTY: wEE, HWER “BIRZERIVDA, fdRthZE ], ks
IRBIZAER VPN 7

Okay, so this time through the whole thing, verses one and two. "Jesus loves the little ones
like me. Jesus loves the little ones like me, me, me. Little ones like me sat upon His knee.
Jesus loves the little ones like me, me, me. Jesus loves the little ones like you, you, you. Jesus
loves the little ones like you, you, you. Little ones like you, He loves you through and
through. Jesus loves the little ones like you, you, you. Jesus loves the little ones like me. Jesus
loves the little ones like me. Little ones like me sat upon His knee. Jesus loves the little ones

like me, me, me, me, me." Very good! Praise the Lord, thank you.
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Now, I've learned, and you may have learned it too, that if you sing a piece often enough, you
will sing it in the middle of the night. So sing it over and over and over, until you sing it in
the middle of the night. If you have trouble going to sleep at night, you can just sing that
piece. And even if you don't go to sleep, you'll end up with a smile on your face. Imagine:
Jesus loves the little ones like me!
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I pulled this off the piano because I thought maybe we would sing it, and I don't even know if
it's in the book. I don't see it here. Okay, I thought there was a beautiful hymn, and I wanted

to read the words because I haven't memorized them, but it's not in that book.
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Running the Christian Race

Hebrews chapter twelve. Hebrews chapter twelve. You're not surprised if I tell you that
Hebrews chapter twelve comes immediately after Hebrews chapter eleven. And Hebrews
eleven tells the story of these wonderful men and women of God who believed God, and God
blessed them. They are heroes! Hebrews chapter twelve—let's read the first couple of

verses. The writer to the Hebrews says:
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[Hebrews 12:1 NKJV]
! Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run

with endurance the race that is set before us,
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So it's basically saying we should be like Moses, Abraham, David, and the others we read
about in this great list of the outstanding men and women of God. Verse one says, "Let us

run with endurance the race that is set before us."
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When I was a child, I used to run races. And the shorter the race, the better I liked it.
Sometimes we would run a race where we had to go halfway across the field. I liked that
race better than the one where you had to go all the way across the field! Then they told me
about a marathon. A marathon is—is it twenty-eight kilometers or twenty-eight miles? I said,

"I'm not interested." I never have run that race; it is too hard.
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But what about the Christian race? Sometimes the Christian race is really easy. But usually,
sooner or later, the Christian race gets to be hard, and there are difficult days along the way.
So why do we keep running the Christian race if some days it gets hard? And the answer is

because we're looking to Jesus. That's verse two.
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Looking Unto Jesus

They tell me about farming. I've never been a farmer, but I learned a little bit about it. In the
springtime, in late April and early May, if you're going to be a good corn farmer, you have got
to go out and plow the field. And sometimes when you look at some field that's been plowed,
you can see the row of corn, or whatever it is; you can see the plowing in the row, and the

rows are very, very straight. The plow has brought a very straight line.
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And frankly, if you look at a field like that as you're driving by, as I often do, you marvel!
Those fields look beautiful, having every line absolutely perfect, one after another. So when a
man first gets into his tractor and learns how to drive, they say to him, "Now, you've got to

make sure you plow a straight furrow."
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And so they tell them the trick. They say, "What you do is, you look straight ahead and you
pick out something a long way away, and you drive right for that point. You never cheat;
you're just always going for that point way out there." If you did that consistently, you'd have

a straight line.
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But if you took your eyes off and you looked at something over there, and then something
over there, what would your line look like? It would be crooked. Now, that's the way it is in
the Christian life. We carry on, our eyes are on Jesus. A problem arises here, a problem

arises there, but we've got our eyes on Jesus; we keep on going and following Him.
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Look again at verse two:
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[Hebrews 12:2 NKJV]

2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was
set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.
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So this verse says several things about Jesus. Number one, He was the author of our faith.
And what does that mean? That means that He planned what He was going to do, and then
He started to do it. And that was in order to save us.
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But He wasn't just the planner, the beginner, the author of our faith; He was the finisher of
our faith. Why did He finish the faith? He did finish the faith; He had to go all the way to the
cross to finish the faith. Why didn't He go home before the cross? Why didn't He go home
before He went to the cross? So, I want you to answer that question for me: why didn't He go

home before He went to the cross? That is an ESL question!

HRACOZIRIE ., fla#. BAS0REEHE, MERBAME0R “Bai#E” (EaF “28E” ) . #h
T2 BRI AEOWE? AFfsL At TIXE L. M —E R+ AR X E L. N 2+ 72
AERZENE? At A E A FRRZATAREIR? BAAZIRMIEEIX AN EGER 7R, A
[EI50E? XAEPESL (RIESE IES) R

It is right there: "for the joy that was set before Him, He endured the cross." That's the only
reason He went to the cross. He went to the cross because the reward for going to the cross
was so wonderful. For the joy of what was going to happen when He went to the cross, He
went to the cross.
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What was that joy? That He could be with you. We could all go to heaven to be with Him.

Love is a wonderful thing, and Jesus loves me, and Jesus loves you enough.
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Do you think Jesus is looking forward to the Rapture? The Bible says that those of us who
love Jesus are all going to go up towards heaven, and we're going to meet Jesus in the air,
and we're all going to go up together. Do you think that is going to be an exciting day? Raise

your hand if you'd like that to be tomorrow. Norman says, "No, today!"
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Do you think Jesus would like that to be today or tomorrow? Absolutely amazing. Jesus
endured the cross because of the joy that He was going to get when you put your faith in

Him and go to heaven to be with Him.
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Why did the shepherd go after the lost sheep? Answer: because when he got his lost sheep,
he put it on his shoulders, he was rejoicing, and he said to his friends when he got home,

"Come with me, we're going to have a great big party! I found my sheep."
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And when the father sees the son come back, he rejoices, he throws his arms around him, he
takes him home, and he says, "Let's have a great big party! My son was lost and is found; he

was dead, and he's alive." Jesus loves me.
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The Story of Mephibosheth

Can you understand why Jesus loved Elijah, or Elisha, or Abraham, or David? Can you
understand that? You say, "Oh yeah, I can understand that; they were great men, they were

wonderful men."
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But can you understand why Jesus loves you? "Oh," you say, "if I were like David, if I were

like Elijah, T know He would love me then. But I'm just—I'm just a little one." Do you

remember the story of Mephibosheth in the Bible?
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He was the king's grandson. And the king, Saul, was set aside, and David took the throne.
And the new king usually kills everybody associated with the old king, doesn't he? When a
new political ruler comes in, what does he do? He brings in all his own men and gets rid of

all the other guys.
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So, there was this fellow, Mephibosheth. He was a little boy. And when the new king came in,
the family ran away from the new king. In this particular story, Mephibosheth's nurse took
him all the way to a little place called Lodebar. And it's about as far away as you can get. And

the name of the place means "no pasture."
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Frankly, you're going to have a hard time enjoying supper if there's no pasture out there. It
was one of those places you drive through and you say, "I don't want to live here." And in the
process of running away, the nurse dropped Mephibosheth. He landed on his legs, broke

both his legs, and he never was able to walk properly again.
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And King David said, "I want to find somebody that I can love. Are there any little ones out
there that I could love?" When David found out about Mephibosheth, he said,
"Mephibosheth, I want you to leave that town. I want you to move all the way into

Jerusalem."

MARTER: “FHEIFK-DIRATLER, /T AZRI N, SIS A AN AR PAZRI? 7 2R
TRHEKARR AT ER,, . RARN%, RERBEITFIN/IME, R —EIRBER SR, 7

And he said, "Mephibosheth, I want you to live not just in Jerusalem; I want you to live in my
palace." And he didn't just say to him, "Mephibosheth, I will provide you food every day." But
he said, "Mephibosheth, I want you to eat at my table." Not once, Mephibosheth: "I want you
to eat at my table every day."
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What do you think Mephibosheth might have said? He might have said, "Does David really

love little people like me?" And I believe God put that in the Bible for us to cause us to

remember: Jesus loves the little ones like you; He loves the little ones like me.



RINARAEBIR R 22 falgeRil:  “ROEEMZEHAERA LSBT NAPIG? 7 BAEEX
WMCRERE, B MIEBTICE: BREREZARIRIZAER VNN, #Z2 BIIXFERNIN N,

And so, you and I say, "I can't understand that." But I sure like the story. You know, you don't
have to understand everything to enjoy everything. And I think it's possible that when you
get to heaven, you'll be there a long time, and you still won't understand why Jesus would
ever love you, or why He would ever love me. But the fact is, Jesus loves the little ones like

you and me.
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The little chorus goes like this: "All the way to Calvary, He went for me. He died to set me
free." Hallelujah! Let's pray and say thank you.
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Lord, we are thankful that You love us! It is hard for us to understand how You could love the
big guys, but how You could love the little people like us, we don't understand. Lord, the
verse in Hebrews says because You loved us, You endured the cross. We would say, "Thank

You, Lord, for loving us that much."
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And then each of us would say, "Lord, we want to prove our love to You. We want to endure
as well. We don't just want to run a short race; Lord, help us to endure. May we run the

marathon for Jesus."
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And Lord, we believe You told the story of Mephibosheth to prove that as You love

Mephibosheth, so You love us. We give You thanks! So thank You for Your kindness today and

Your blessings, and we give thanks in Jesus' name. Amen. Amen.
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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