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Introduction: An Encounter at the Well

Very good. We're going to study just a little bit today in the Gospel of John, chapter four. In

your Bibles, John chapter four.
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It's a story that many of us know—a simple story about a woman who meets the Lord Jesus
Christ.
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All right, John chapter four. The context is the Lord Jesus is going through the city of
Samaria, the country of Samaria. And He's—He's thirsty, it's noon, and He's sitting on a well,
and He doesn't have any water, because the well is deep. He can't get to the water unless
you have a bucket, and He didn't have a bucket.
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It was noon—excuse me, it was noon—and it was hot, and He was thirsty, and a woman came
to the well.
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The Request for a Drink

So here's verse seven now, it says:



[John 4:7 NKJV]

A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give Me a drink."
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And so, for sake of time, I'm going to tell you the application of this for each of us.
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The story is basically this: Jesus comes to you and to me and says, "I want a drink from you."
XANHCEREEAR BRI FHSERAECRBIRFIZ L “REIRGTOKIE,

And you sit back and you say, "Why? Why would God want anything from me?"
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And the answer is because God is thirsty.
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And He loves you and me, and He wants our love in return.
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So Jesus can satisfy the heart, does that make sense?
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You can satisfy God's heart.
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That makes sense.
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Imagine a God so wonderful, so big, that He could even be impressed with, and thankful for,

and enjoy our response.
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Jesus said to her, "Give Me a drink." I don't think she fully understood that. But Jesus says to

you, "Would you please give Me a drink?"
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And so, where are we? Verse nine.
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The Gift of Living Water

[John 4:9 NKJV]
9 Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, "How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a

drink from me, a Samaritan woman?" For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.
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It's almost like her saying, "You want a drink from me? I've got a different religion than you,
I'm of a different religion." And many people turn to walk away from Jesus when He asks

them for a drink because they say, "I've got a different religion, you know."

XEEA BRBMIXA RN URRIREKIE? BRIRIRARECN R, BT AAERNEE, 7 IR2 AR IR E
AT IZ KRN, MRS RE, M1 “IRAIE? RANFEAREE, ”

That doesn't matter. Jesus still wants a drink from you.
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[John 4:10 NK]JV]
10 Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who
says to you, "Give Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and He would have

given you living water."
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Jesus said to her, "Give Me a drink." She says, "No, I'm of a different religion, I don't have..."
He said to her, "If you knew who I was, you'd ask Me, and I would give you a drink of living

water."
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Jesus says, "The water that I can give you is different than the water that you'll get in the
world."
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And so, verse number twelve, she says:

[John 4:12 NKJV]

Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it
himself, as well as his sons and his livestock?"
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Jesus can give you living water because He is greater than Jacob. No one else can give you
living water.
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So she thinks about it for a while, and in verse fifteen she says:

[John 4:15 NKJV]

15 The woman said to Him, "Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come
here to draw."
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She didn't understand, but she had enough sense to say, "If you can give me living water,
that's better than ordinary water, I want it."
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If you were to go to meet somebody and he owed you a hundred dollars, and so you said to
him, "I'd like you to pay me, please." And so he says to you, "Well, would you like a hundred
dollars, or would you rather if I gave you five hundred dollars?" What would you say?
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I'd say, "All right, I'll take five hundred dollars." Okay, she's pretty smart.
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Confronting the Reality of Sin

Alright, so what does the Lord answer her and say? In verse sixteen, Jesus said:

[John 4:16 NKJV]

16 Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come here."
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[John 4:17-18 NKJV]
17 The woman answered and said, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You have
well said, 'T have no husband,' ' for you have had five husbands, and the one

whom you now have is not your husband; in that you spoke truly."
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Okay, if you want Jesus to satisfy your heart, if you want the living water that He can give,

what is the prerequisite?
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You've got to be willing to say, "I'm a sinner."
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In the Bible, Jesus consistently puts His finger on the sin of the people.
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And if your heart is full of sin, and you haven't repented of that sin, Jesus can't satisfy that

heart.
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The wonderful thing is that Jesus can give you a new heart, and can take away the sin out of
the old heart, so that you can have a heart that will satisfy Him and He will satisfy you.
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Worship in Spirit and Truth

Alright, so verse twenty-three. Jesus says to this woman:

[John 4:23 NK]JV]
23 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the

Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.

Fob=, ERBR A CRHMERREE, SEtE T, IREIEBCERE, EAERMEBEPEIFE, FARKT
POXFENHGFM, ”

Many people say, "I've got my own religion."
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And very often, their own religion relates to some physical place.
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She said, "Our fathers worship on this mountain, and your people say you should worship on

that mountain."
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Jesus says it isn't this mountain or that mountain. Where you've got to worship is right down

in your heart.
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You can carry sin into a building. You can carry sin into an activity. But you can't have sin in
your heart and Jesus in your heart. If Jesus is going to come into your heart, you've got to say

to the sin, "No! I want to get rid of that sin."
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A Testimony of Truth

Now, the amazing thing about this story is that Jesus knew this woman's heart.
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She had had five husbands.
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Now she was living with a man who wasn't her husband.
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How did Jesus know that? Answer: because He counted. That's how.
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He knew all about that woman.
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Do you know Jesus knows all about your heart? He knows all about the good things, and He

knows all about the bad things.
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Okay, so you say, "No, no," and you wash your face and everything, and you put on your best

clothes, and you say, "I'm pretty good." He says, "I know what's going on on the inside."
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This is what God wants. Look at the verses again. We'll pick it up in verses twenty-three and

twenty-four:

[John 4:23-24 NK]JV]
23 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. ?* God is

Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."
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Do you want the water that will satisfy?
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You've got to get it in spirit. You don't get it by what you say. You don't get it by where you
go. You don't get it by what you do. You get it by believing Him, receiving Him right in your

own heart—it's a spiritual thing.
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But the wonderful thing is that the worship of God and the water He gives, He gives on the
basis of truth.
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There are many religions out there, but they're not all based on truth.
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And there are many people in the world today who will tell you, "It doesn't really matter

whether it's true or not, just as long as you believe it."
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And that's absolute nonsense, and you know it, and we know it.
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But many people go through life refusing to acknowledge the truth.
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And so the story ends—some of you remember the end of the story—she goes back to her
city, she says, "You've got to come and hear this Man. He knows the truth. He knows
everything that I ever did. He's the truth. You must come to Him; He's the truth."
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We learned this morning that there is going to be a Judgment Day, and we get rewards when

we get to heaven.
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Okay, when you get rewards, is it going to be based on truth, or is it going to be based on

some lies that you've told?
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Everything about God is truth.
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The devil is a liar. He's been a liar from the beginning. You either choose the devil's lies, or

you choose Jesus' truth.
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She went home to her friends and neighbors and she said, "You've got to come to hear this

Man. He is true. He told me all about my life. He knows all about me. He's the God of truth."
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What does the God of truth want to give you? Living water, worship—living water that's

absolutely marvelous. Jesus can satisfy the heart.
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Would you believe that? Why? Because He's the truth. That's why. He knows all the truth. He
knows all about you, and He knows all about God, and He knows all about the devil, and He

knows all about sin and forgiveness. Jesus can satisfy the heart, go to Him for living water.
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The Response of Faith

Verse twenty-nine. She said to the people in her town:



[John 4:29 NK]JV]
29 "Come, see a Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the
Christ?"
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Verse thirty:

[John 4:30 NK]JV]
30 Then they went out of the city and came to Him.
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Verse thirty-nine:

[John 4:39 NK]JV]
And many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of the

woman who testified, "He told me all that I ever did."
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Verse forty-one:

[John 4:41 NK]JV]
And many more believed because of His own word.
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He spoke to them. He told them the truth just as He told the woman. And they believed

because of what the woman said, and they believed because of what He said to them.
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Jesus can satisfy the heart.
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Did that woman's former life satisfy her? I just keep on thinking: that dear woman who went

through five divorces...
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What a brokenhearted woman she must have been.
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But Jesus satisfied her heart.
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She was so excited about the living water that Jesus gave her that she invited all her friends

to come too.
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Conclusion

Lord, it's just a simple story, but we want to thank You that it's a true story. It's a true story
that's all about the truth.
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I'm very thankful that we can be so bold as to tell the story, because it's all true.
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And Lord, the fact is that You have satisfied the heart of so many of us.
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And so, it's logical and easy for us to say: you come to Jesus, He'll give you living water, He'll

satisfy your heart too.
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We thank You for the good news of the Bible.
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We thank You for the good news of the forgiveness of sin and heaven eternally.
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And we thank You that it's all true. We give thanks.
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Lord, may—may You just cause each of us to reach out and receive Jesus as our Savior.
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And we give thanks now, in Jesus' name. Amen.
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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