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Laws of Personal Conduct and Moral Boundaries

All right, so it's Exodus chapter twenty-two. We've studied the Ten Commandments, and now
following that are a number of related commandments, basically to make sure that we

understand the truth of the set of the ten and that we understand the implications.
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So last week we finished off looking at verse eighteen, chapter twenty-two verse eighteen.
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It says:

[Exodus 22:18 NK]JV]

"You shall not permit a sorceress to live.
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A sorceress would be someone, a woman who pretends to know the future. And in the

kingdom of the Old Testament, if there was such a woman, she had to be put to death.
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But you'll remember that there was a woman like that who followed Paul and Silas in
Philippi, and Paul and Silas rebuked that woman and told her she was wrong, and actually

rebuked the power of the devil in her so that she could no longer practice her evil.
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But it's interesting, they did not kill her. So this law was for the nation. Paul and Silas were
not the government, so they didn't kill her. But they certainly did disempower her because

they had the authority and exercised the authority to rebuke the devil in her.
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How bad is it to allow a woman like that to carry on her work? The answer: better put her to

death, that's how bad it is. We live in an age where we tolerate all manner of evil.
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Now verse nineteen is a terrible verse as well. It says:

[Exodus 22:19 NK]JV]

"Whoever lies with an animal shall surely be put to death.
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We live in an age where all manner of moral evil, as I call it, is tolerated. God says, "No, it's
wrong, and that should not be." If there's someone like that, that person should be put to
death.
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So again, a reminder: there are two levels. One is the governmental level, and the other is
the interpersonal level. On a governmental level, we cannot tell the government what to do.
We can vote, but we can't tell the government what to do. They must decide whether they're
going to obey the Bible or not.
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But on an individual level, we must remember that even if the government doesn't put that

person to death, that person is worthy of death. We often say, "My sin isn't that bad. His sin



isn't that bad, her sin isn't that bad." But God often says, "Yes, it is bad enough that you
should be put to death.”
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[Exodus 22:20 NK]JV]
"He who sacrifices to any god, except to the LORD only, he shall be utterly
destroyed.
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Which is the more serious sin? To let the devil in to be a sorceress, to lie with a beast, or to

sacrifice to another god? The punishments are all the same.
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We don't live in that age in Canada. We don't have much idol worship. But certainly in China
and other parts of the world they do. How bad would it be to sacrifice to a household idol? I
don't understand this business, but how bad would it be to have an idol in your house and to

sacrifice to it, as many in China apparently do? That would be very bad.
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I keep telling you the story about what happened to me when I was a little boy. This didn't
happen to me, but it could have. My mother says to me, "Harold, why didn't you do that?" I
say, "Because Mrs. Jones told me that I don't have to." My mother would have said to me,
"Harold, Mrs. Jones is not your mother. You don't do what she says. You must do what I said.
I am your mother."
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And people say to me, "I don't have to do that, I don't want to do that, I'm okay." And I say,
"Did God tell you that? Did God not say you're supposed to do it, and you say you don't have
to do it?" Most people say there is a God, but they don't treat Him as God. If He is God,



you've got to do what He says. He is God! Don't worship, don't sacrifice to, don't pay

attention to any other god.
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[Exodus 22:21 NKJV]
"You shall neither mistreat a stranger nor oppress him, for you were strangers in

the land of Egypt.
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Be kind to strangers. What's the problem in our society? We often welcome strangers, but we
don't hold them accountable. When a stranger came into the land of Israel, they were treated
in a friendly and kind way, but they were responsible to obey the laws of the land.
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But in our countries, usually the stranger is welcomed, but he is exempted from obeying
many of the laws of the land. How foolish is that? But it's very common to disrespect

strangers.
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And verse twenty-two. It is very common to disrespect those who don't have power:

[Exodus 22:22-24 NKJV]

22 "You shall not afflict any widow or fatherless child. 23 If you afflict them in any
way, and they cry at all to Me, I will surely hear their cry; ?* and My wrath will
become hot, and I will kill you with the sword; your wives shall be widows, and

your children fatherless.
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They are defenseless, and many people, for that reason, take advantage of them. You must
not do that. The Lord says, "If you afflict them in any way, and they cry at all to Me, 1 will

surely hear their cry."
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This morning we were impressed by the fact that the Lord looks down on the Christian, sees
his need, and treats him better than He would treat a bird or even a lily. And here we read
that the Lord not only treats His children with respect, He treats the widow and the

fatherless with respect as well.
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In verse twenty-four, He says, "My wrath will become hot, and I will kill you with the sword.
Your wives shall be widows and your children fatherless." So we say, "All right, it's really bad
to be a sorceress; the Lord would kill you. It's really bad to be involved immorally with a
beast; the Lord will kill you. It's bad to sacrifice to idols and other gods; the Lord will kill

you.

FES VU, M ERACRRERAE, HUIRIKT, ERMINZEFEOVER, %O Te AN
JLo 7 FTBABATTE, ATAARZARFRERERAE, EER TR, SERBERMHBOAN, FHSR TR mHEG
FIAIFIRES R IBOAR), ERFESR TR,

But it's also equally bad to afflict widows or the fatherless, because verse twenty-four says,
"My wrath will become hot and I will kill you with the sword, and your wives will be widows,
and your children will be fatherless." How important is the law of God? How important are

the ways of God? The answer is: it's a question of life and death.
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[Exodus 22:25 NK]JV]
"If you lend money to any of My people who are poor among you, you shall not be

like a moneylender to him; you shall not charge him interest.
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The thought goes on in verse twenty-six:

[Exodus 22:26-27 NKJV]

26 If you ever take your neighbor's garment as a pledge, you shall return it to him
before the sun goes down. ?7 For that is his only covering, it is his garment for his
skin. What will he sleep in? And it will be that when he cries to Me, I will hear, for I

am gracious.
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So basically, don't take advantage of another man's weakness. Be gracious to him, be kind to
him.
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Verse twenty-eight says:

[Exodus 22:28 NKJV]

"You shall not revile God, nor curse a ruler of your people.
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Have you ever talked about a person in government and said, "He's a bad person," and then
wished something evil on him? Some of the critics in our world today even go public and say,
"You know, the world would be a better place if you were dead." Don't say bad things. Don't
say bad things to people. It's not proper to say to your government, your governor, "We are

better off without you."
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We are to treat those in authority over us with respect. You don't always have to agree with
them, but you don't curse them, and you do treat them with respect and honor, because God

allowed them to become governors over you. So God's standards are very high, aren't they?
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Wouldn't it be a nice thing if we lived in a country where people respected the government?
If you opened the newspaper or read the news on your phone, and the only thing there was
the good things the government has done. And if the reason for that was because the only

thing the government did was good things, you'd say, "This is wonderful!"
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But it's been pointed out repeatedly that good news doesn't sell. And so often we get nothing
but bad news, and the fact is that God doesn't like that. God says, "Through good news, if
you are government—and if you are not government—you be careful what you say about the
government." Don't make fun of them, don't revile them, don't curse them.
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Verse twenty-nine:

[Exodus 22:29 NKJV]
"You shall not delay to offer the first of your ripe produce and your juices. The

firstborn of your sons you shall give to Me.
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Many people say, "I follow the Lord, and I plan, I am going to do this, I am going to do that."
But the Christian doesn't just say, "I'm going to do it." The Christian does it. Don't delay—
that's the thing. Don't delay. If it's right, do it when? Now!
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And in particular, "The firstborn of your sons you shall give to Me." In a family, which one is
given to God? The very first. What does that mean? I'm not sure how it means, I guess if it's

God's, I'm going to have to train that first son to be like God, to serve God.
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Why would you do that with the firstborn rather than the second or third? The answer, of
course, is God always deserves the first. But the answer is also that the second son, and the
third, they will tend to follow the first. So if the first is trained to follow God, it's going to be
easier for the others to follow God; it's going to be easier for you to train the others to follow
God.
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So verse thirty:

[Exodus 22:30 NK]JV]
Likewise you shall do with your oxen and your sheep. It shall be with its mother

seven days; on the eighth day you shall give it to Me.
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So if you had a couple of sheep, and they had a firstborn sheep, what would you do with it?
You let it live for seven days, and then you would take it, and you would offer it to God. Why
would you do that? Because the first of everything that God gives you is from God, and
therefore He deserves the first of everything—and frankly, all the rest of everything too. And
so, all through Scripture, all through life, we have the principle: the Lord is the one who gets
the firstfruits.
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From a New Testament concept, who is in first place in your life? You say, "Well, it's God,
Jesus." And then someone says to you, "Can you prove that? What is there about your
behavior that proves Jesus gets the first place?" If your behavior doesn't prove it, then your

words mean nothing.
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And then verse thirty-one broadens the theme and says:



[Exodus 22:31 NK]JV]
"And you shall be holy men to Me: you shall not eat meat torn by beasts in the
field; you shall throw it to the dogs.
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So the Christian doesn't even eat things that should not be eaten. He doesn't do things that
shouldn't be done; he doesn't eat things that shouldn't be eaten. My father and I like to fish. I

suppose really the truth is I like to fish and my father was willing to come with me to fish.
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Sometimes we would go fishing, we'd be out for three or four hours, and we'd catch a little
trout about this long. And the question is: who gets to eat it? My father was pretty gracious,
so I usually got to eat that little trout.
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One day when we were fishing, I looked over on the water and there was a salmon that I
could see. It was a great big salmon, probably about this long. And the problem was, it
wasn't swimming. It was lying on the surface of the water, belly up, upside down. I said,
"Dad, that's a real salmon!" I said, "We could go over, we could get that. That's easier than

fishing for it, and just pick it out of the water." What should we have done with that salmon?
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WEell, for some reason, the salmon was dead. Probably one of two reasons: number one, it
could be he was killed by some other fish or something else, or number two, it could be he
was diseased. So what do you do? Well, we just rowed right on by; we left him. We said, "If
it's been beaten by another animal, we couldn't eat it according to this verse. And if he's
diseased, we don't want to eat him because his disease might become our disease."
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Who knows how serious that disease could have been? We could have been a sick person, we
could have been a sick family, we could have gotten very sick from eating bad meat. So all
kinds of regulations now in the Bible as to how you're to live, what you're to eat, what you're

to do, what you're to follow, and what you're to turn away from.
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Laws of Justice, Equity, and the Sabbath

Now chapter twenty-three:

[Exodus 23:1 NKJV]
"You shall not circulate a false report. Do not put your hand with the wicked to be

an unrighteous witness.

BoP=FEH TR RAIRBURIES, AASBABRTEN A WL, 7

If you hear something and it's a lie, don't repeat it. It says, "Do not put your hand with the
wicked to be an unrighteous witness." You remember when they put the Lord Jesus on trial,
they brought many false witnesses against Him. Should they have brought false witnesses
against Jesus? No, because it says, "Do not put your hand with the wicked to be an
unrighteous witness." The people who told lies about Him, on Judgment Day they were
wrong.
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Verse two:

[Exodus 23:2 NKJV]
You shall not follow a crowd to do evil; nor shall you testify in a dispute so as to

turn aside after many to pervert justice.
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Is it common for pressure to come on people and they say, "We'll all go and do this," and do
you go and do it? Many times in my life, when I was growing up especially, but much later as
well, people said, "Let's do this." I said, "We can't do it, it's wrong." They said, "We will do it,
everything's fine." I had to say, "Sorry, I will not go with you to do that bad thing."
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What's going on in our day is that people are paid by governments, by individuals, by bad
people; they're paid to do bad things. It doesn't matter what you're paid. Don't go with them.
If they're going to do the bad thing, you don't go.
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What could very well happen is that you might lose some friends in the process. But in the
process, if you honor God, the blessing of God will be upon you. And so, going through my
mind right now are several stories in my own life when I had to say to people, "No, I will not
go with you." And I praise the Lord that He gave me the ability and the willingness to say

that. There was blessing in my life because of it.
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So here's the theme—not just lying, but in your life, verse two: "You shall not follow a crowd
to do evil, nor shall you testify in a dispute so as to turn aside after many to pervert justice."
Don't do that. Tell the truth, say the truth, and don't allow anything to keep you from telling
the truth and obeying the truth.
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Now interestingly, telling the truth goes both ways. You don't tell a lie in order to affect a

rich man; you don't even tell a lie in order to protect a poor man.
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So verse three:
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[Exodus 23:3 NK]JV]

You shall not show partiality to a poor man in his dispute.
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It doesn't matter whether the man is rich or poor. The fact is, did he do what was right or

not? You must tell the truth.
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All right, verse four: what do you do if you meet your enemy's ox or his donkey going astray?
What do you do?

[Exodus 23:4 NK]JV]
"If you meet your enemy's ox or his donkey going astray, you shall surely bring it

back to him again.
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You might say, "That's my enemy's ox. He's not working in the field; he's going off into the
woods." And you could say, "Well, it serves my enemy right. Look at that, God heard me, God

watched me. God says he's wrong, I'm right, and so off goes the ox into the woods." What do

you do? "You shall surely bring him back to him again."
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You go get the ox, take it back to your enemy and say, "Here you are. I'm going to give you
your ox back. You don't deserve it, but I'm giving it back to you because that's right."
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Verse five:
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[Exodus 23:5 NKJV]
If you see the donkey of one who hates you lying under its burden, and you would

refrain from helping it, you shall surely help him with it.
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Okay, here's the donkey, and it's lying at the side of the road under a burden it can't get up;
the burden is too heavy. You could say, "That serves that donkey's boss right. He didn't treat
anybody right, including his donkey." So you leave the donkey at the side of the road and you

walk on. But even if you wanted to do that, you must help him. How would you help him?

ALY RFEENRENITS, ERARINT T, AW ER, RIS “T5%, XY RIEANIERA
b, ENRRYEE SIS, EERE, 7 REZAEETT, RMETRIIX AN, IRk, EaHE?

You unload the load, let the donkey stand up, put a little bit of load back on him, take the rest
of the load on your own back, and go back to the man who hates you and give it all to him.
God's laws are not only right, they're gracious, they're good. And doing what God says is
right—you know it's right.
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Verse six:

[Exodus 23:6-7 NKJV]

6 "You shall not pervert the judgment of your poor in his dispute. 7 Keep yourself
far from a false matter; do not kill the innocent and righteous. For I will not justify
the wicked.
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Don't ever tell lies; always do what is right and tell the truth. Keep yourself far from a false
matter. Do not get on the wrong side of any situation. Keep yourself free from any false

matter.
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And another side of this is verse eight:

[Exodus 23:8 NKJV]
And you shall take no bribe, for a bribe blinds the discerning and perverts the

words of the righteous.
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It's interesting, I look back in my life, and I don't ever remember anybody offering me a
bribe. I don't know what they would have done had they, or what I would have done had they

done it. But this says: don't ever take a bribe. A bribe perverts justice. Don't get involved.
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And verse nine:

[Exodus 23:9 NKJV]
"Also you shall not oppress a stranger, for you know the heart of a stranger,

because you were strangers in the land of Egypt.
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So it is important—all these verses in summary—it is important to respect government and to
do what government says. It is important for governments to exercise God's justice and do
things God's way. But it's important for us as individuals, regardless of what our government
does, to always be on the side of truth and equity. And very often there is a cost associated
with doing what is right. And God says: you go ahead and do it.

BEXILES, SEBUN, IWABUFmLIFREZ, R, BURFDARE N SCRIEEL, 14/i77 3 TH
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Now, we're swinging now to the laws regarding the Sabbath. Verse ten says:

[Exodus 23:10-11 NKJV]

10 "Sjx years you shall sow your land and gather in its produce, !! but the seventh
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year you shall let it rest and lie fallow, that the poor of your people may eat; and
what they leave, the beasts of the field may eat. In like manner you shall do with

your vineyard and your olive grove.

NHE, BAPREXRTRZEMNEE, B+, Tl ONEURERR M, ot/ FURSE LA thER
B, ik, EIRRAPIIFFNEIZH; MTIFER N, B T DA, PRt e AR el th 2 B
@O 7

God instituted a principle in life when He created the world. How long did creation take? Six
days. What happened on the seventh day? God rested. And so He rested, and that was a good
principle that was started. Then He brought in the law of the Sabbath for people. And so,
why does God say to you and me, "You can work six days, but the seventh day you rest"? The
reason He does that is because God cares for us, and He gives us a day off.
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When I was a boy, my father used to work as a banker. He had to work five and a half days a
week, but he usually got Saturday afternoon off and Sunday off, and I liked that very much
because I used to get to spend Saturday afternoon with my dad. And then we spent Sunday
with my dad. It would have been a totally different life if my dad had worked seven days a
week. And so when I was told I didn't have to go to school on Saturday or Sunday, I was

really excited. I thought, "That's a good deal." Aren't you glad God cares for you?
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But what does this verse say? Verse eleven: "The seventh year you shall let your land rest, lie
fallow, that the poor of your people may eat." I apologize, I was talking about days earlier,
but this is about seven years. The principle is the same: six on, one off. If it's good for you,
it's also good for your land. But the seventh year you shall let your land rest, lie fallow, that
the poor of your people may eat, and what they leave, the beasts of the field may eat. God
does that for three reasons: it's good for you, it's good for the poor, and it's good for the

beasts. God cares for us all.
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And now verse twelve, the logic that I was trying to explain earlier:

[Exodus 23:12 NK]JV]
Six days you shall do your work, and on the seventh day you shall rest, that your ox
and your donkey may rest, and the son of your female servant and the stranger

may be refreshed.

BT IERIMIA B EN . NEREETL, BLEHEZE, 4 FRDEE, HEREZRIL
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God says everybody deserves, everything deserves time off! So God basically put together

the logic of a happy life, and the logic of a happy life is: six on, one off; six on, one off.

MIERERE, SDANSHYIHRERE ] fHPE 72 mAmRZE, g “NKMEL, —RZR; TN
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Verse thirteen says:

[Exodus 23:13 NKJV]
"And in all that I have said to you, be circumspect and make no mention of the

name of other gods, nor let it be heard from your mouth.

FH=0 B URITRRIE, RITZIES, Blshag4, FRAAHE, Aa] RO, 7

There's lots out there that is evil. You don't have to learn good and evil. What was wrong
with eating in the Garden? What was wrong with eating of the Tree of the Knowledge of
Good and Evil? You would learn the logic of evil. We don't need the logic of evil. There's a lot
of evil religions out there. Do you understand them all? I certainly hope not. God says, "I
don't want you to have the knowledge of evil." And so there are false religions out there, and
many of them have got gods associated with them, and frankly, I don't know very much about

them. "Make no mention of the name of other gods."

SNEAIRZ A, BAIPFERPRSIE, W EEEEERE “HlEEm" JRFET2T?
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So sometimes you'll be in a conversation with someone and that person has a difficulty and
says, "I'm not supposed to mention the name of that particular bad thing." Don't go around
talking about things that are evil. Many people say you should be teaching that which is evil,
and there are awful things, filthy things, wicked things that are being taught in schools to
children. Don't do that. Don't mention evil religions, don't study evil religion. You study the

Bible. Learn what is true.
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We've told you this story before about our father who was a banker. One of the problems
bankers have is that people try to give them counterfeit money. And our father had to teach
the bankers how to make sure that they didn't accept counterfeit money. And so he simply
said to them, "You memorize what true money is. You memorize the good, and you'll be able
to identify any kind of evil, any kind of false, counterfeit money, because you know what the
real should look like." And that is especially true regarding the Bible. Don't study false
religion. Study what is true. Study your Bible. Don't worry about the other.
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Yeah, there was a schedule in the life of the believer in the Old Testament. The schedule was:
once every seven days was the Sabbath day; you rest that day. The schedule was: once every

seven years, you behave differently. If you are a farmer, you let the land lie fallow that year.

IHAERIVEEHE —EEE AR, FER—RIELEH, IRIREKRE. SLFEBEARINZHE, R
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The Three Annual Feasts and God's Promised Angel

The third key thing about their schedule was verse fourteen:
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[Exodus 23:14 NK]JV]

"Three times you shall keep a feast to Me in the year:

HEFRSE =fFRFICRES T “—F =R, IREFIRTT, ~

So here's my question: do you have a schedule in your life that's related to the truth of God?
Secondly, do you live up to that schedule? Most people have a private schedule. Christians
don't have a private schedule. You should say, "I want to know what God's schedule for me is,

and I am going to follow that schedule." Get a good, rigorous Christian schedule.

RARNER T2 RIAE B ERE G S HIEBHS? IR, RARARIEE R RZBAHHE — i
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Children had to go to school five days a week. One of the most important things school
children learn is: get out of bed early in the morning to make sure you're at school on time.
Schedules are very important; don't interrupt God's schedule in your life. I've heard of
Christians who are much more rigorous in their schedule than I am. I'm amazed. They have
better stories about their lives than I have. Following God's schedule, a rigorous schedule, is
important. So if you were living in Israel and following the Lord, you would worship Him
every Sabbath day. And you would rest your land and your activities on the seventh year. And

three times in the year you would stop to make sure that you keep His feasts.
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It's going to be verse fifteen:

[Exodus 23:15 NK]JV]
You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread (you shall eat unleavened bread
seven days, as I commanded you, at the time appointed in the month of Abib, for in

it you came out of Egypt; none shall appear before Me empty);

FHR: IRESFRREETY, TRERTMINORE, fENEEHA NFTERIH S, EITEER LR, WA e
WEx, ROAREAEXH TR, 7
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Verse sixteen:

[Exodus 23:16 NKJV]
and the Feast of Harvest, the firstfruits of your labors which you have sown in the
field; and the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the year, when you have gathered

in the fruit of your labors from the field.

And verse seventeen:

[Exodus 23:17 NK]JV]

"Three times in the year all your males shall appear before the Lord GOD.
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Is that important? Well, the Lord Jesus Christ, you'll remember when He was twelve years
old, He was in the city of Jerusalem. How did He get to Jerusalem when He was twelve years
old? Well, actually, He lived in Bethlehem. And I'm not sure how many days it would take to
get from Bethlehem to Jerusalem. But His family went to Jerusalem three times a year, as we
have here. It probably took them several days to get there, several days to be there, and

several days to go home.
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When I was a boy, I said, "I'd like that: three vacations a year!" And frankly, that's what it
was for them. They had three wonderful times. They traveled together as families, as groups,
and they had lots of friendship, fellowship, and they didn't have to go to work every day or
even go to school every day. What is God's schedule for you? Check your Bible, read it, and

make sure you follow His schedule. They did in the Old Testament; Jesus' family did.

ANEFRE B TBRATRER T, —FA =B 7 KRR AT S BRI, B = IRELFAIIR
B, RAMBREMT, ZERENOEGHE, mHLF LRSS RS, WA IREN 2T 2K H
R? PEEEL, MR, WRTREITHIAIN IR, EIHZRRRATRIXAA, HRERAY SR,

19



So I told you this story, but I tell you again. I told you most of these stories, but anyway, I
apologize. My schedule was: I came to 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel every Sunday when I was
a teenager. And in my first year of university, we had a very important exam on Monday. I

didn't know that course very well.

Ui, FRATRESFE HEXEHCE, RERN, BFHHAZE 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel, ER¥FHE—F, K
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But I thought, "This is very interesting." This particular Sunday, I was singing in the choir,
and the choir went over to Victoria to sing at some churches in Victoria that day. So I said,
"You know, if I just do this, I could tell the people that were in the choir, I could say I can't
go. And I could tell the people at the chapel that the choir was singing in Victoria." So the
choir thought I was at sixteenth, and the sixteenth people thought I was in Victoria. So I
stayed at home and I studied for my exam. I said, "This is pretty good. I get to study for the
exam, and everybody thinks that I'm doing the right thing."
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So how did that story end? I failed. Okay, served me right. Okay, live up to God's schedule.
ZEIRANAT? JEA NG, TEIZ! LA, RS A I A 22

All right, three feasts. So, three holidays every year. I just got to tell you one other story.
There was a man by the name of Jeroboam. He said, "I don't want people to follow God; I
want them to follow me." So he divided the children of Israel, and he took ten tribes, went off

to Samaria, and he led the people there.
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He said, "But the people like these feasts. If I let them go back to Jerusalem, as the feast
says, as these verses say they should—if I let them go back to Jerusalem, they'll probably end
up going back to Rehoboam, David's grandson, and they'll leave me. But if I keep them here,
we can all have our separate kingdom."

fibAl:  “EEUEEEEXETH, SRIEMTIEESE RS T (AR |, IR ATREEHTAOR
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And so, the precise verse says that Jeroboam said, "If I let them go back, they'll follow
Rehoboam. I'm going to set up a feast here in Samaria, and they can all come to my feast."
He said, "I'm going to invite them on a particular date." And the Lord says, "a date that he
made up out of his own heart." He says, "I've got my own schedule, my own party, my own
feast. We'll do it my way, but we've got to do—we've got to have some religion." Don't be like
Jeroboam. You follow His schedule. Don't make up your own schedule.

2310%#, Jeroboam #H/OANREEZEEM Rehoboam, TEAMfEE Samaria #3727 —PHl, 240,
%%@“%Q%E%E?” fhis:  “FA HDREER, BA1H B AR EIEnT, HEA LR
BHEREROF, 7 TG Jeroboam HRFE, FRATEIMM IR, RrIEAELHBE SIS,

Verse eighteen:

[Exodus 23:18 NK]JV]
"You shall not offer the blood of My sacrifice with leavened bread; nor shall the fat
of My sacrifice remain until morning.

FA/\WE: AR MAT AR D — R L AR RSB R R,

Is that really important? Whether you offer blood and leavened bread at the same time,
would that be important? That the fat of the sacrifice shouldn't remain until the morning, is
that important? God says, "Yes, it's important." Don't be the kind of person who says, "I've
gone through the Bible, I found the things that are important, and I'm going to do that, and I
found the things that aren't important, and I don't worry about them. I just worry about the
important parts."
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Verse nineteen:

[Exodus 23:19 NKJV]
The first of the firstfruits of your land you shall bring into the house of the LORD

your God. You shall not boil a young goat in its mother's milk.

BT M E R PRI ESAAE R R, AR LSS R P LR, 7
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So you go out into the field, and you begin the harvest, and you get a bucket full of whatever
it is. You bring it in, and what do you do with it? The first of your harvest, what do you do?
You take it to the Lord. You give it to the Lord, and then you go back and you get the next
part. What do you do with the second bucket? You take it home and eat it, that's what you do.
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Who gets the firstfruit? I remember reading the story—the details I can't recall, but David
was with the Lord for a long time, praying, praying, praying. He went days without eating. I
think it's when his son was dying. And then he found out his son died. So what did he do? He
went home and he cleaned himself up. Then he went to the temple and worshiped the Lord,

and then he went home and had something to eat.
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I'm not sure whether I would have done it in that order. I think I probably would have gone
home, had a good meal, never mind, and then had a good sleep. And then I'd get up in the
morning and clean myself up, and then I'd go down and say to God, "Thank you very much."

All the difference in the world! Yeah, unbelievable.
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All right, what does verse nineteen say? It ends with this line: "You shall not boil a young
goat in its mother's milk." What? We've been reading all these important things. Is this
important? You say, "I guess it's important, but it seems strange in this context." And it's
true. If you're going to eat goat, you can fry it and have a goat steak. You can roast it in the
fire and have a goat roast. Or you could boil it in some water and have—I don't know what

you call it, but you could have it. But you can't boil it in its mother's milk.
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Now frankly, I have never truly understood that. All I know is that if I had a goat, I wouldn't
boil it in its mother's milk. That's not really an option because I don't know much about

goat's milk, and in particular, I've never had goat meat in the context of goat milk.
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If you were to go to Israel today, and you would say, "I would like to know the most important
things about the religious language, the religion of the Bible." All over the land of Israel
today, you will find a distinction is made between milk products and meat products. You can't
buy milk in a meat restaurant, and you can't buy meat in a milk restaurant. And you say,
"What?" And they say, "Because you can't boil a young goat in its mother's milk, that's why
we do that."
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And frankly, it doesn't say you can't eat milk in a meat restaurant or meat in a milk
restaurant—it doesn't say that. So why do you have different religions in the world? That was
the question: why are there so many different religions? And the answer is because some
people look at the Bible and they say, "We don't really understand this, but we think it means

this. Therefore, we're going to emphasize that and we'll forget everything else."
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Don't be foolish. When the Bible says something clearly, follow it. And when there's
something that's not so clear, don't pretend that you know what it means and make a great
big mountain out of it when it simply says, "Don't do that." It doesn't say you can't put goat's
milk and goat's meat in the same refrigerator. It doesn't say that. Don't make a religion out
of something that is simple but not necessarily clear in the Bible, and don't pretend that you
can say what it means and everybody else would be wrong if they didn't do what you said.
That's nonsense.
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So if you really go to Israel today, and you simply ask the question, "What is the most
important verse in the Bible?" many people would say Exodus twenty-three verse nineteen is

one of the most important verses in the Bible. And frankly, it's not.
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Okay, so we've read about lots of laws, some of which you immediately say, "That's
wonderful," others of which you say, "Oh, oh, I better be careful, I could easily do that," and
some of which you say, "If I were to do that, it'd be pretty hard." What would happen if you
did all that?
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Verse twenty:

[Exodus 23:20 NK]JV]
"Behold, I send an Angel before you to keep you in the way and to bring you into

the place which I have prepared.
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Verse twenty-one:

[Exodus 23:21-22 NKJV]

21 Beware of Him and obey His voice; do not provoke Him, for He will not pardon
your transgressions; for My name is in Him. 22 But if you indeed obey His voice and
do all that I speak, then I will be an enemy to your enemies and an adversary to

your adversaries.
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Is that a good promise? I like that promise. You follow the Lord. What's He going to do? He's
going to defend you against your enemies and your adversaries. Well, I just say, Hallelujah!
That's a good blessing. I would like that as I go through life.
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"For My Angel will go before you." That's what I want.

[Exodus 23:23 NKJV]
For My Angel will go before you and bring you in to the Amorites and the Hittites
and the Perizzites and the Canaanites and the Hivites and the Jebusites; and I will

cut them off.
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Here are their six enemies. And the Lord says, "You follow Me, you obey Me, I'll lead you into
their land, and I will cut them off as enemies against you."
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Let's read verses twenty-four and twenty-five:

[Exodus 23:24-25 NKJV]

24 You shall not bow down to their gods, nor serve them, nor do according to their
works; but you shall utterly overthrow them and completely break down their
sacred pillars. 2° "So you shall serve the LORD your God, and He will bless your

bread and your water. And I will take sickness away from the midst of you.
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Is that a good deal? Would you like God to bless your bread and bless your water and take

sickness away from you? You know, when they followed the Lord, the children of Israel were

a healthy people.
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Verse twenty-six:
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[Exodus 23:26 NKJV]
No one shall suffer miscarriage or be barren in your land; I will fulfill the number

of your days.
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It's amazing. As you read the Bible, it is full of requests for obedience and promises for
obedience. So this morning we were on the verses that said, "Seek the Lord, call upon Him."

Don't just sit there. Believe it, obey it, live it, enjoy it!

XAER Y, HIEREE, LIERE AW 7 ERIRE, RS T RIRARTRI R, SRR
BRGSO “HFRE, MR o AERBAENRE, BEME. BN RELE, FEERTEAEE
N

The Bible is full of simplicity. What is it? He wants to be your Father. You let Him be your
Father. He'll help you, He'll encourage you, and He will bless your life. You say, "Well, that's
awfully simple. That's what I want." As a little boy, I said, "That's what I want." And you know
what? That's what I got. I got the blessings of God. You do the same, and you'll get the same.
God's promises are true. These were written thirty-five hundred years ago. They're just as

true today as they were then.
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That's today's story. When we started these Sunday afternoon meetings—the man who
encouraged me to take these meetings said to me, "This is the one thing you've got to do.
You must not go overtime because people have got things they've got to do. Don't keep them

overtime." So it's two-thirty, and my job is to make sure that I let you go. Let's pray.
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Lord, we want to thank You. You're a good God. And You've given us many instructions
because it's possible, Lord, for us to go the wrong way and end up with terrible
consequences. But we want to thank You that if we go Your way, You will bless us with

wonderful blessings.
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Lord, may we be a simple people. May we say, "I choose to believe God, I choose to obey
Him." And I'm looking forward to a life and an eternity of marvelous blessings. We thank You
that You are God, and we are thankful for all that You are as God. We praise You, and we give

thanks in Jesus' name. Amen.
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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