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I'm sailing up behind the world and down to this world tonight. That all for me, my heart is
racing, and here we'll be forever unkind. A saintlike behavior, a saintlike behavior, a

saintlike behavior. My poor little baby, sweetheart is, sweetheart is, sweetheart.
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Very good! We're going to learn a different one now. We've probably sung it before, and it is
seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness:

[Matthew 6:33 NKJV]
But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall
be added to you.

Who would know in the Bible where that verse is found?
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Where is it from? Matthew 6:33. We stopped at Matthew 6:31, so that's why we didn't sing
it this morning or didn't get to it this morning. But it's a marvelous verse. Memorize it, keep

it in mind. It's what we were talking about this morning. Here we go.
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We're just going to sing the first verse, that's all we're going to sing. We'll sing it a couple of

times, and then we'll get into our study.
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Singing:



[Matthew 6:33 NK]JV]
But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall
be added to you.

That's the promise of God. Jesus said if you do that, you'll get all these things—seek first
His kingdom.
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All right, again, welcome to all. Just another special item this morning. We had in our first
meeting, we had the discussion on the crow that we met outside. Some of you may have
noticed when we came in this morning that there is something outside of the back corner

near where the garbage cans are.
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It's the material from a homeless person. [ was very concerned about it and I spoke to Roy
about it earlier. It's just not supposed to be there and I was afraid there might be somebody

living there.
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I just went outside a few minutes ago to check to see what was going on, and I noticed a lady
at the back. And she asked me who I was and I told her. And she said, "That's my stuff."

JLn bk B2 E, BERLE TH2H, HERREEA Mt frBdRiE, JWEF rit,
B BERIRAUARDE, 7

So she's a homeless lady. And she is relatively reasonable apart from that. So we had a long
talk. And I talked to her about the Lord Jesus Christ. I invited her to join us for this meeting

and she declined, but anyway I want us to pray for her.
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She said, "I used to be religious, but I'm not interested anymore." And so we had a long chat,

and I said, "You've got to be interested. God is the God who made you, and:"



[Hebrews 9:27 NKJV]

And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment,

Pray for her!
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So special welcome to this meeting to Frank, who just walked in, and Michael, and John. And
we're happy that they're here this morning. They were all here on Sunday morning with us,

and we're happy that they're back today.

EFEAVOR AN =5, 222y, JATAERR E TS IORENX BIER, Ko 2R EAbIH
FIFAE S, FAUREMATS KRBT,

Let's pray. Lord, we want to thank You for the wonderful message of the Bible. You've said
that if we seek You first and Your kingdom, all the things that we need will be added to us.
And so Lord, we come now, and we're asking You to give us wisdom and response to the
wonderful message of the Bible. So speak to each heart that's here, we pray. And we give

thanks in Jesus' name. Amen. Amen.
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All right, from your Bible, Isaiah chapter fifty-five. Isaiah chapter fifty-five, and we're going
to consider this morning verse number six. Isaiah fifty-five and six. And again, if you want to

memorize some verses in the Bible, you can memorize this verse.
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It says:

[Isaiah 55:6-7 NK]JV]

6 Seek the LORD while He may be found, Call upon Him while He is near. 7 Let the
wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to
the LORD, And He will have mercy on him; And to our God, For He will abundantly

pardon.
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So this is the counsel of Isaiah to the people of his day, and to all who follow. And so what we
have here is six—I'm going to say we've got six kinds of people here, six arguments, if you
like, as to why we should seek the Lord. And some of you have some memory of other

stories in the Bible. I'm going to give you one story for each of these six clauses.
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Now I'm saying this because today you're here because you are seeking the Lord. You
could think of other things to do, but you said, "I'm going to come along this morning and see
if I can learn more. I want to seek the Lord." I asked the lady outside to come in. She said,

"I'm not interested in that anymore." What a tragedy. Six quick stories.
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1. Seek the Lord While He May Be Found

Number one: the story of the Syrophoenician woman. There's the story! I didn't look up
the location. It's in the story of the Gospels, but the Lord Jesus one day left Israel and He
went way north up to the area, probably of Tyre and Sidon. And when He got there, He

spoke to one woman, then they turned around and went back.
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Now if you had been that woman, what would you have done? You would have said, "I have
heard about Jesus. And Jesus is right here. He's usually down in Jerusalem, but He's up here
now. I am going to speak to Him." Okay, whatsoever says, "Seek the Lord while He may be
found." He's going up to Jerusalem, and He's going back again. What do you do if you're up

here? You say, "I had better get ahold of Him now."
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If she waited till next week, what would have happened? He's a hundred and fifty miles away.
You can't get ahold of Him by internet, by phone, or by any other means. That's a wonderful
counsel of God. You know what she did? She said to Him, "My daughter—You have got to

help my daughter out." So that's story number one.
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2. Call Upon Him While He Is Near

Story number two: "Call upon Him while He is near." You remember a few weeks before,
maybe a few days before He died, He was going through the city of Jericho. Blind
Bartimaeus was there. Somebody told him Jesus was walking by. He said, "Jesus, have

mercy on me, You Son of David!"
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Other people said to him, "Keep quiet." He said, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!"
They said, "Keep quiet." He said, "I had better not let Him go on because He is near." What
did he do? He called. What did Jesus do? He said, "What do you want?" What did he say? "I
want to receive my sight." What did Jesus do? He healed him, gave him his sight back.
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3. Let the Wicked Forsake His Way

"Let the wicked forsake his way." What would happen if a wicked man forsook his way? Well,
there's a man we were reading about on Sunday nights in Second Kings, whose name was

Manasseh. And Manasseh was one of the most wicked men that the world has ever known.
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Okay, so "let the wicked forsake his way"—this man Manasseh did forsake his way. What did
the Lord do to him? He returned him to his kingdom. Manasseh returned to God, and God
returned to him. He forsook his evil way, and he said, "By God's grace, I am going to do what

is right."
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4. Let the Unrighteous Man Forsake His Thoughts

The next line says, "Let the unrighteous man forsake his thoughts." Can you think of any
unrighteous man who ever forsook his thoughts? I could. I started thinking about
Nebuchadnezzar, do you remember him? He was the great king of Babylon. He was full of
himself. He said, "This is the great Babylon that I have built, and I've done this, and I've done
this." He thought a lot about himself.
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And God reduced him to the level of an ox. And for seven years, he ate grass like an ox, he

lived like an ox. And he forsook his evil thoughts. And God saved him.
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5. Let Him Return to the Lord

The next line says, "Let him return to the Lord." Have you ever read about anybody in the
Bible who returned to the Lord? Some of you say, "Yeah, I remember one: the Prodigal
Son." That's what he did. He took his father's money, he went into a far country, blew it all,

and then he said, "I'm going to go back to my father." So he returned to his father.
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6. For God Will Abundantly Pardon

And the last one at the end of that verse says, "For He will abundantly pardon." Can you
think of anybody who was abundantly pardoned? I think of the thief on the cross. Do you
think he was abundantly pardoned? Have you ever done any bad things? Yeah, he was a

robber, and he was a murderer, and he was a terrorist—he led insurrection in the country.
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He was so mad that he said to his friend, "I'm on this cross, you're on this cross, we deserve
to be here." And he turned to Him, and he was abundantly pardoned. God said today,
"Today you'll be with Me in Paradise."
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Wise words of Isaiah. He said if you do this, God will have mercy on you and will pardon you.
And each that I have told you—the story of each of them in his own way went back to God
and said, "I seek You, and I want to call on You, and I want to forsake my sin." And God

blessed every one of them.
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And I spoke to this lady outside this morning, and I told her these kinds of things and she
just sort of looked at me and said, "I'm not interested anymore." She said, "I don't care." I
said, "When you die, would you like to go to heaven?" "Oh, yeah." I said, "What are you going
to say when you get there to God to let you in?" She said, "Well, I've been pretty good. I live
a good life. I did, I, I, I..." We had a long time. She never did once mention the word "Jesus".
She said she was going to get into heaven because she was good. But frankly, she doesn't
even care about that. She doesn't want to seek the Lord. She doesn't want to call upon Him.

She doesn't want to forsake her way. She doesn't want to forsake her thoughts. Foolish.
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So the question for us is: what are we going to do? We come this morning and we say, "Lord,
we want to learn more." And you probably have some questions, and we all want to know
more, but you know, God says, "This is what I want you to do. I want you first of all to seek

Me, seek the Lord." Now note the order of these clauses.
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Number one: seek the Lord. Number two: call on Him. Number three: forsake your wicked
way. Number four: forsake your unrighteous thoughts. Number five: return to the Lord.
That's what you've got to do. If you do those five, what comes next? God will have mercy on
you. What do you say to that? You say, "Hallelujah! Mercy on me." And the second thing God
will do is He will abundantly pardon. Is that good news? That's all good news. Why do we
come? We come seeking the Lord. And if we keep going and we do those five things, then

God says, "I will have mercy and I will pardon.”

Fr FRI, B OREM. B BEFIRACERIER. B BRSO XRS, $: FEEsiE,
XA IR, GHERIRM T IXAFER, TR 2?2 Wb iR, FRIEBA22 fRE: “IGH
BENE! PfER. 7B AFREARAY, AR TR XRIFIHEN? XEERFHE. AT 2k?
BAPREN 7KL, MRENASGE XK, MUFXTAE, il "IN, HSBR. 7

All right! Well, let's see the brief story this morning. Our time is gone. We're going to pray,
we're going to have lunch. You're all invited to stay for lunch, and we've got question time,
answer time, discussion time—talk about the Lord. What a privilege it is! We're going to have

a good hour, and then we'll get into some more study at one o'clock.
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Lord, we are thankful that the Bible is so simple. It's a big book, but basically it says all you
have to do is seek Me, and be willing to turn from your sinful ways, and trust Me for the
good ways. And if you believe on Me, then you will have eternal life. Thank You for Your
mercy, thank You for Your pardon. We pray that each of us will heed the counsel of these

verses and follow You. And we give thanks now in Jesus' name. Amen.

FM, PATURAE, ZLRUR R, KR AR, EEAR LEUWIRITEEEHE KK, HIETMIRIE
SGHER ], AEIRATIEIER, WREAEEIR, RSEEDKRE BHEHERRNN, B, &
IS TATEE D NERWT MIX LS A S FFERBEE . FRATTIRAEZR IR ER A A4 kL& Bl fi],

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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