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The Widow’s Offering and Divine Evaluation

So good to see everyone. Thank you to those who have just joined us. For Amir, and for

Sharon and Cindy, we are glad that you are here, as well as all the rest.
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Tonight we are going to carry on in our studies in the book of Luke, and so we will begin in

chapter twenty-one. Luke twenty-one.
SRBATZIRG S GEEIEE) , BATNE —+—=HE,  BIESE) B —5,

You will remember that the Lord Jesus Christ is very near His death. This probably is taking

place two days before He is crucified, the day before the Passover.
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So our story begins in Luke chapter twenty-one, verse one. Jesus was in the temple teaching,

and it says:

[Luke 21:1-2 NKJV]
! And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury, 2 and He

saw also a certain poor widow putting in two mites.
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Now we continually marvel at the fact that God knows all the details. So here are these
people this day, and they have come to the temple, they are worshipping God, and they are
giving some money for the work of God into the treasury. And Jesus not only knows who

comes, but who gives and how much each person gives.
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And so this poor widow comes along, and she reaches into her purse, and she gives two
mites. And a mite is probably the smallest amount of money in the Jewish system. In our
minds, it is probably just a few dollars, if that, maybe just a few cents. It is a very small

amount.

XGFFGE R, MR Bt T R, X BB IR BT RS R MR, EFRATIAAR
oH, AIREREURE, EEHALR, X2 NMERMEHE,

And so verse three, He says:

[Luke 21:3-4 NKJV]
3 So He said, "Truly I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all; * for
all these out of their abundance have put in offerings for God, but she out of her

poverty put in all the livelihood that she had."
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So now, what is it that God notices? He notices who comes, and who gives, and how much

they give. And then He notices the ratio between what they gave and what they had.
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So God not only evaluates what you do, but He also compares it to what you could do. And
this outlines a very important principle in the work of God. And this is that it is not
necessarily what you have or what you do, but what is important is what you do with what

you have.
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There is a woman, and she has only got one, and she gives one. Here is another, and he may
have five hundred, and he may give ten or fifty. Who gave the most? The one who gave all

she had, not the one who gave a portion of what he had.
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Now some people say God is not fair. He gives many of the benefits of life to some, and to
others He does not give very much; He does not treat people fairly. You and I have a whole
lot, while others in the center of Africa may have extreme poverty, as well as a lack of

knowledge, as well as a lack of native abilities.
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So they say, "Well, God, You are not fair. You did not treat some people the way You treat us,
and You did not treat us the way You treat some other people who are far more blessed than
us." And the very important principle is: God will reward you not on the basis of what you do

not have. He will reward you on the basis of what you do with what you do have.
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So there are people like me who have had a knowledge of God from youth, and have had
certain abilities given by God. We will be judged by what we do with them. Others who do
not have that background, they will be judged by a totally different standard. And if they do
much with what they have and I do little with what I have, they will get far greater rewards

than me.
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Don't ever let anybody say to you, "God is not fair." He is fair, and He will reward everyone
according to what He has given them, and each will be judged fairly. And those with little

will have an opportunity to get the same rewards as those who have much.
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That is an important principle to remember as we go into the work of God after Jesus Christ
has gone to heaven. But what else should people know before Jesus goes to heaven? And the

answer is, they should know what is going to happen in the future.
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Prophetic Truths and the Future Temple

And so we have got a section now that is on the subject of prophecy—what will happen after
Jesus goes, and when will He come back? Verse five then, as some spoke of the temple, how

it was adorned with beautiful stones and donations, He said:

[Luke 21:5-6 NK]JV]
5 Then, as some spoke of the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and
donations, He said, ¢ "These things which you see--the days will come in which not

one stone shall be left upon another that shall not be thrown down."
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So He is beginning to speak to them about the future. He says that this temple that you see—
a beautiful building—will be torn down, and not one stone will be left upon another. Now,
interestingly, this conversation took place probably in the year A.D. 34. That is, thirty-four

years after Jesus was born.
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But in A.D. 70, this particular verse was fulfilled absolutely, accurately. What happened,
history tells us, in A.D. 70, was that the Roman General Titus surrounded the city of

Jerusalem.
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And he noted that the temple was extremely beautiful, and in particular that there were not

only beautiful stones in it, but there was also much gold on the outside of the temple. So



before sending his armies into the city to conquer it, he said to them, "Don't light a fire near
the temple. I don't want to lose that gold. Don't set a fire in the temple."

TR BN BN, Rl 2B A ARGk, WHEFZRFEE. K, fﬁ$Mﬁ
WAEARZ /T, AEmyi et AR ERINLBUK, AR IIBES F, AEAEEBETK,

But one of the soldiers didn't obey him, and did set fire to the temple. And in the process, the
gold, which melted in the heat of the fire, was not any longer on the surface, but it fell; the
gold seeped down between the cracks in the rocks, and the gold was lost in the cracks of the
rocks of the temple.
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All of this, thirty-six years after this prophecy. Titus then, being an unscrupulous man, said,
"I want that gold." So he gave instructions that the temple be destroyed, boulder from
boulder, so that all the gold between the boulders would be exposed when the boulders were
separated, and you could take the gold out of the cracks in the boulders.

RO AEERDI SN =T EZ)G, REZ2NRATARA, il “HEREE T, ~ TEMFL
IRERER, Ak —R—PutiiRor, Fibaskion It JEa ka8 B A& FARRE B ER Hck, MM+
MR LR,

And so he took all the gold for himself. But he didn't know what to do with the beautiful
stones, so he took the stones and he shipped them over to Rome, and he built some buildings
—I can't remember precisely what he built—but he shipped the stones to Rome, and he built

beautiful buildings with those stones.
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That was a very significant prophecy. So verse seven says they asked Him, saying:

[Luke 21:7 NKJV]
7 So they asked Him, saying, "Teacher, but when will these things be? And what

sign will there be when these things are about to take place?"
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So, it's logical that His disciples would say to their Teacher, "When are these things going to
happen? And what will be the sign they will happen?" And that's a very significant question,

and so He's going to give a lengthy answer.
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So verse eight, He said:

[Luke 21:8 NKJV]
8 And He said: "Take heed that you not be deceived. For many will come in My
name, saying, "I am He,' and, "The time has drawn near.' Therefore do not go after

them.
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His first comments on prophecy and the fulfillment of prophecy is this: Don't be deceived.
It is very easy for people to be deceived by prophecy. And it is very easy for the devil and his
people to deceive people regarding prophecy.
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So your job and mine regarding prophecy is to make sure you're not deceived. Don't deceive
yourself, and don't let others deceive you. Now, there are two main areas where people are

deceived regarding prophecy.
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The first is, many will come in the name of the Lord Jesus saying, "I am He, I am Christ, I am
the coming Prince." One of the problems is, we've never seen Jesus, and if we haven't read

the Bible, we wouldn't recognize Him.
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And so in this coming day, before the coming of the Lord Jesus, many will come saying, "I am
the Christ! Follow me!" And you say, "Could that happen?" And the answer is yes. In the last



many years, many people have come saying they were the Christ, causing many huge

problems because people believed them.
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But prophecy also says that one day the Antichrist will come, and he will be received, not
just by some, but by most people in the world. And we're told much about him in the Bible.

One of the things we're told about him is that he will be a miracle worker.
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He will deceive many people by using his own deception, and he will appear to do miracles.

The kind of miracles he will do will be miracles empowered by the devil himself.
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Now, you remember in the story of Job, the devil was able to send strong winds and, I
believe, fire from heaven; he was able to do miraculous things in the natural sphere. And
were the devil to do that today, you and I must not believe him. Because just because he does

miracles doesn't mean that he is God's Son.
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The other thing that appears to be true is that he will have great computer technology
behind him. And we're learning today that Artificial Intelligence is able to tell very
convincing lies. And the devil will use those technologies for his advantage, and we are to
say, "We will not be deceived. We don't want to be deceived. We will study Scripture. We'll
follow the Bible. We will not follow his lies."
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So if you're going to understand what's going to happen in the future, you must start with
the Bible, and you must not listen to the devil's lies. Now, the two areas where deception
comes: first of all, people saying, "I am Jesus" or "I am the Christ"—the Antichrist. And the

other is they're saying, "The time has drawn near."



Kk, WERIRKAERI AR E R AT 25, RN ELTHG, LA ERRNTTS. TSR RIE N
QU B, AMIRU “BO2ERER” B “PERE" (AEEEE) ; =, XU "Wk 77 .

And the temptation is for many people to say, "This is God's timetable. He will send Jesus
back again at this particular time." And Acts chapter one tells us that the Lord said it is not

for you Christians to know the times and the seasons.
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What then is our job? Acts chapter one and verse eight says:

[Acts 1:7-8 NK]JV]
7 And He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father
has put in His own authority. ® But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit

has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea

and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."
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So verse nine says:

[Luke 21:9 NKJV]
9 But when you hear of wars and commotions, do not be terrified; for these things

must come to pass first, but the end will not come immediately."
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So, in the two thousand years since these words were uttered, there have been many wars,
and there have been many commotions, and the Lord has not come yet. Don't be alarmed

just by a war or a commotion. There are lots of problems in Iran today. Does that mean that

Jesus is going to come very, very soon?
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Not necessarily. It's a warning that He will come, but it doesn't necessarily tell us precisely
when. So verse ten says, "Then He said to them, 'Nation will rise against nation, and

kingdom against kingdom.'" And verse eleven:

[Luke 21:10-11 NKJV]
10 Then He said to them, "Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. !! And there will be great earthquakes in various places, and famines and

pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and great signs from heaven.
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So the Lord is saying all of these kinds of things will happen before the Lord Jesus Christ
comes. And they will be general signs that He will be coming, but not specific relating to
time. Nation will rise against nation, kingdom against kingdom—Ilots of wars. And there will
be many indications, in part from heaven, that things are happening, because verse eleven

says there will be great earthquakes.
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And we live in a day of many earthquakes, but we're told that they're not necessarily more
earthquakes today than they've been in the past; we just know about them more. There will
be many other things that people will say is a sign of the judgment of God, of the coming of
the Antichrist. And so they will say that there will be famines, pestilences, fearful sights, and

great signs from heaven.

BAVERRAE— PHEIUZ AR, EHENTIREAN], SREOHES—E R, FUEBATS el 7 igm
WMEEZ 7, AL HMER, AMNSVRX2HFHRLER, BEEEZRITUL, MIISHIAL
Fi. . AMEESER SRR K I,

And many will interpret these as signs that God is going to take action immediately. And that
may or may not be a sign; we're not told that. That doesn't mean it's going to happen

immediately. I'm intrigued by the subject of famines. What are the causes of famine?
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Our initial conclusion is crop failure, usually caused by weather changes. And so it would be
easy for people to argue, "Because of the crop failure, there is a famine. And because of the
behavior of God, there is a crop failure—He sent the crop failure, therefore there's the

famine, therefore His return will be soon."
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But my study of famine tells me that very often crop failure is not the reason for famine. The
very frequent reason for famine is military action, which causes transportation to cease, and

you can't get the food from one area to another.
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So, if you like, there are three possible causes for famine: one is crop failure; number two is
military action stopping food from going to where it's needed; and number three is simply
transportation problems. And then it says there will be fearful sights and great signs from
heaven. And the book of Revelation talks about such things.
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Now, these things will be all through time. They will not necessarily mean that the Lord's
return is imminent, but they are all warnings to people on the earth to turn to God, because
God might return at any time. Remember, God sends warnings, and He sends warnings in

many ways in order to cause us to turn back to Himself.
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But here are some conclusions now of all these things. Verse twelve:

[Luke 21:12-13 NKJV]
12 But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and persecute you,

delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons. You will be brought before kings
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and rulers for My name's sake. '3 But it will turn out for you as an occasion for

testimony.
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So when these things come, they are not necessarily an indication that the Lord is coming
immediately, but they are an indication that we must be prepared to be witnesses to the
world as a result of these signs. The implication is that the Christians will be blamed for

these things that come.
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All down through history, the Christians have been blamed for things that were not their
problems. But as we get closer to the times of the end, more and more there will be strong

persecution against Christians, and they will have to testify as to what it is God is doing.
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The persecution will come from, first, verse twelve, it will come from the synagogues—from
those who say they're serving God and they don't serve Him, like the Jewish people did. And
they will think up other reasons to put Christians in prison, and so that's what they will do.
The government will be putting Christians in prison in these days prior to the coming of the
Son of God.
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And so the question is, what are the Christians going to do if that happens? So verses
fourteen and fifteen say:

[Luke 21:14-15 NKJV]
14 Therefore settle it in your hearts not to meditate beforehand on what you will
answer; '° for I will give you a mouth and wisdom which all your adversaries will

not be able to contradict or resist.
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So the Christians will be called upon to answer and to defend themselves, but they are not to

plan ahead what they will say. Why would they not plan ahead what they would say?
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Because they won't fully understand the circumstances nor the answer that God has for
them, and if they plan ahead, they will feel compelled to give the answer they planned to
give. So the Lord says, "Don't plan ahead. You go and you stand before the kings, you stand
before the judges, and I will tell you what you should say."
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So the question is, if you don't plan ahead, what do you do? And the answer is, you prepare

your heart before the Lord so that when He speaks to you, you are clearly prepared to listen.
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So it's not so much what we plan to say that is important. It is that we are sufficiently
walking with God in His Word faithfully, that when He speaks to us, we indeed can listen.
And that is a general answer, isn't it, to the work of God? The preacher doesn't spend all his
time preparing to say the right thing. The preacher prays and says, "Lord, I'm going to study
the Word. You give me at the end what I should say; I'm not going to prepare extensively as

to what I should say."
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I think that's maybe why the order of events in Acts chapter six and verse four says the

apostles said:
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[Acts 6:4 NK]JV]

but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word."
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Ministry doesn't come first. Prayer comes first, then we'll know what to preach. What are
going to be the circumstances in the days before the Lord's return? What circumstances will

there be there? Verse sixteen says:

[Luke 21:16 NK]JV]
16 You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, relatives and friends; and

they will put some of you to death.
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Some people say that what's going to happen is the world, the preachers are going to
preach, and the message will be received, and the world will be Christianized, so that when

Jesus comes, the world will be happy to receive Him.
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Don't believe that, because exactly the opposite is going to happen before Jesus comes. The
families and the relationships are going to be broken. Parents will betray their children, the
relatives, the friends will betray others, and some will even be put to death by those who

were closest to them.
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And when Jesus returns, the world won't love the Christian, but rather the Christians will be
hated by all men for the namesake of the Lord Jesus Christ. Now, verse eighteen says an

amazing thing. It says:
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[Luke 21:18 NKJV]

18 But not a hair of your head shall be lost.
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I don't know, have you ever noticed that sometimes you lose some of your hair? I know that I
have lost a fair amount of my hair. And even now, I find after I brush my hair for a long time,
there is often more hair in my brush. This says, "Not a hair of your head shall be lost."
What's that mean?
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It means God is going to be with you. In these times of great trouble, God will be with His
people. And even if they do lose their hair, it will all be noted by God. No hair will be lost;

each will be rewarded by God. God will look after everything, including the hairs on your
head.

XEWRE ARG SIREE, FEIXRIMERINY, MESHEERE, BIEMIMIERELE, wihsEeEER
H, —HEKKEANZHBERE, 8- D NBIEIMIRE, MG —Y], SRRk ERE R,

And verse nineteen says:

[Luke 21:19 NKJV]

19 By your patience possess your souls.

FHNE, IRIFEAR, PbReR M,

And I think that means that in these times of great trouble, be patient. And in being patient,
you will keep your soul. Don't panic, don't agonize, be patient. God is with you; He's even

protecting the hairs on your head. Don't get distressed because of problems in the world.

PR EARE EIXRKHMERIN ], 2R, R+, RREReECr s, AN, 2R, 28
Mo MSIREIE, #EEERK ERSKZERIERTT, ASZE Ry b A SRR RS T O,
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Jerusalem Surrounded by Armies

So all of these things will happen prior to the Lord's return. Remember, back to verse seven,
it says, "What sign will there be when these things are about to take place?" So, just a few

comments now about prophecy.

AU, FrAXSFIEERR R B Rk 2R, 1610, EEE-EY, M.  “XFERIIMNRE A
JRWE? 7 BAE, BT ERILDEIE.

First of all, there are two events prophesied in this passage. The first event is the sacking of
Jerusalem in Seventy A.D. But you'll remember that when that happened, the Lord Jesus did

not come right after that.

BHIE, RBRECEWE TN, B DR ATTTOEIRM IR . HREXRILR, HFHELR
A, EHRERIF A SRGE R R,

So this prophecy is not just the sacking of Jerusalem in Seventy A.D., but it's talking about a
future time when Jerusalem will be attacked. So now we've got two prophecies, and the
former really is predictive of the latter. They're very similar, but one took place in A.D. 70,
and another hasn't taken place yet.

K, XS AR ATT70F R UL IRV, TR EGCASRARES IS B OB 2B N, Fr ABE
FEENE TS, DK ERUR 7 a— PR L, BN, E—NEAEEAITI0E, H—1
ESEEH KL,

Number two, these prophecies really are related to Judah, and Israel, and Jerusalem. They

are not necessarily predictive in the same way of the Church.

B, XERE KR ERSIR. PLESIRIEBR S A RM, BN —E 2 PARFER 77 2O R AR KA T
N o

So the Jews in Jerusalem are looking forward to the destruction of the temple and the return
of Jesus, but the Church is looking forward to the rapture. And so the third thing then is that

the Church will not be—the Church will be removed from the world before these terrible

things we're going to read about come upon us.

(Kl HRES RGOSR NPT BB )2 R AR AN IR ER A AR, AR P BN B, A =02,
AR XA IR E—AERNBER R EGEIMEIRE A0, BTN EFRGE T,

Remember, this prophecy is preached to the disciples who are in Jerusalem before the
coming of the Lord—sorry, before the death of the Lord Jesus Christ. These were preached to
Israel. The rapture of the Church is preached to the Church in First and Second Corinthians,
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and First and Second Thessalonians. So you've got a different audience for these two
different themes of prophecy.

HICE, XIS R EIRREE S22 i, RATEIRIHURHII IIER), BRERBIESIN, MEHBERNI
RERGHZN, IoxE EIZEH) o EMZEH) o (PRl 1 P EWE) o
RItE, IXDAERITE EEAE AR, JEIX NEEAEEEER,

Next, the rapture is going to take place in the context of chapter twenty-one of Luke; it's
going to take place in that context. But it's going to take place after some of these initial

problems and before the Lord Jesus Christ comes back.

IR, PHRRRE (BINEE) B —ENRXDRER TRE. ERREELEEVNRE G, HE
FHOBREE 2% B R A& 2R

And the next great principle of prophecy is that it is not all explained in one place in
Scripture. To understand the ways of God, you've got to take verses from one part of

Scripture and put them together with verses from another part.

PSS — MERENE, BHARERLNE A s 2R, 8 TIHBE#IOE, REFHEE
X B IS 55— M ISR E A — i,

Just as when the Lord Jesus came the first time, the understanding of that was given to us in
many places in the Old Testament, so when He comes back the second time, the prophecies

will be given in many places in the Bible. Somehow, we've got to put them together.

EANFHBERES —JCRIN, N AN B R MR HLIR V2T SHhEE RN, ST ARATH S th
[FIFEROSE VP2 /T, AR b, A e R ek,

And so the question is, why does God do it that way? Why doesn't He make it easy for us to

understand prophecy?

WAmEE, N AMERBIXFTT? T AMAEBRNTEE SR, AR R Rm S e?

And the answer is, if it was easy for us then, those who don't know the Lord, they would find
it easy as well. And they would do far more to twist, and to confuse, and to fight against the
work of God.

ERZ WRNBAPRERES, 2BERNANRENABSWRRE S XX, MImESMEZrHE
TBEREEM. REHN PR T,

And so all through Scripture you get the encouragement that the Christian must seek the
Lord. He must study in order to learn the ways of God, and when he does, he will learn.
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Rit, BEFRAREL, REFRNZAENED: BEELMTRE, MtaEhmyrist AHE#HI R, 2t
IXFEMI, Al RERT E.

So all of that is background for you on the subject of prophecy, because we're going to get
now the answer to the question raised in verse seven. That question in verse seven is, "What
sign will there be when these things are about to take place?" And the answer is in verse

twenty. It says:

[Luke 21:20 NK]JV]
20 "But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its

desolation is near.

FTH XL R R T E RE R, ROVEANTIEZEE S LR e, SEmrmEE: “XERER
A2 BIRNE? 7 BSOS 179, £, IR171E GBI, pla] JIE Eim e H 5k
I

This is a key prophetic sign: there will come a day when Jerusalem is surrounded by armies.
This was almost fulfilled in the days of Titus, A.D. 70. But on that occasion, Jerusalem wasn't

surrounded by armies plural. It was one army—the Roman army:.

RXE-PREOMSEIUR: A K, BB SPRERN, XEATT70FERZHIGHIN G L E i
To B, HEHRHIEN “RE” (BE) BN, SNEE—NEN, P SZER,

But in the days before the coming of the Lord Jesus in the future, Jerusalem will be
surrounded by many armies. Probably the army from China will come, and maybe India with
them? We're not sure, but there will be some two hundred million people surrounding the
city and the country of Israel.

HEEARKHIH +, FELERORREIG 2 AT, BRES USRI 2 X ENEIN, rIREFFEIIZENZR, sSUFCHEE
AIZERN? BATAREWE, (EENRA RLMNIZ N G ERZ BT PAE S,

The European armies will be there as well, we understand. And the Middle Eastern armies
will be there, and the army of Iran among them. They'll all be arrayed against Israel—that's a

scary verse twenty.

PEBATATAL, BRNEI R SRS, FHRIIFEABSAERE, MmOt AR N B A BAEAR IR, AR AR
BRATERAFIA®AY, AR 2 — D EER L AT I E I,

Now, the teaching of prophecy in general is that the Church—you and I who trusted the

Savior—we will not be there; we will be in heaven, having been raptured before this.
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ML E N EEATE, A—UR IR EEERTENA—ENENTRAEIE, JATELBHE,
FEREET,

All right, what happens after that? Verse twenty-one:

[Luke 21:21 NKJV]
21 Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those who are in the

midst of her depart, and let not those who are in the country enter her.

T, ERZIERRAEM2NE? Bt T, ASNESURRIN SRR b, EMERI N S K, £2FH
ANEHER,

What is the hope? The hope is to get out of the land, if you can, and flee to the mountains.
That's the truth of this passage.
BT 4.7 B EEnt e A7y, ansel DARYIE, 20 B, X RIX TTE X IMEIAR EE,

Verse twenty-two:

[Luke 21:22 NKJV]
22 For these are the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be
fulfilled.

B, ROVIXRIRWIHE 7, 4 LTS RIERIS N 58,

Why? For these are the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled.
All the prophecies will be fulfilled in these days. When you see the city of Jerusalem

surrounded by armies, then all these prophecies are going to be fulfilled.

Mt? ROXRMINIE T, B2 BRI RIER SRR, 7 FrA 4 BRSBTS AR XL H 7 S,
LORE WHRES U ABORZE BRI, T IR 5 B R NG T,

Those will be scary days. Verse twenty-three:

[Luke 21:23 NKJV]
23 But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those

days! For there will be great distress in the land and wrath upon this people.

18



REH FRAFFAME, S+ =70, ST, MR TIER 17! ROVRA R KMEREEIXH
73, WHBRRIEENX G,

And verse twenty-four:

[Luke 21:24 NKJV]

24 And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away captive into all
nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles
are fulfilled.

B, MTEEIE) 72N, XEHERIIEE, RRSHS ERINE NS, ERIIMEARH
I

That's a very strange statement about the city of Jerusalem. Jerusalem was free and was an
independent nation way back in the days of Joshua, way back in the days of David and

Solomon.

X R KT HRBE IR — MEE S ORISR, WAELFLANR, DKM ST TR, R 22—
e H AIRAZHY E S

But interestingly, since the days of Nebuchadnezzar, Jerusalem and Israel have never been a
completely free country. It says, "Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of
the Gentiles are fulfilled." And the fact is that since that time, Jerusalem has never been

completely independent.

HAER GRAZE, BMWEmPEMIINALUE, BREHESH LS AR — N e &M H I ER T,
2 b, “HRBSRUS EHIMT S, EEUMEARIBIN T, T B0, BARNE, HREBULEEMARIRTS
5 ERIHAL,

In the days of the King of Persia, who pronounced liberty for the city of Jerusalem, Persia
was still in charge of Jerusalem in those days. In the days of the Lord Jesus, Jerusalem was

controlled by the Romans, and that was a big problem for them.

FEEAT AR VFERES U B B A e AR, BT Shr B AREE IS, £ ZHRERAIAAR,  HRES M
OB Sy NFEHl,  IXAE S I X AR IR B2 — 1 B RERAL.

After the days of the Romans, Jerusalem was controlled by various nomadic groups, by
Palestinians, but it was never controlled by the Jewish people. In 1948, Jerusalem was
granted independence by the world powers, and it declared its independence, but the

Muslims fought against them, and they did not control Jerusalem.
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L SraE 2 )G, HRESHS XA M R, BFIRE S, (HEMRZEREFIRATFH, 1E19484, R
B SREARNHIN, DIEOSIHIEAR 7Nz, (ERIER S BT, 1 RE 22X RE
PEHBESHRIL o

Who is in charge of Jerusalem and Israel today? The Jews, but also the Iranians and others
who are enemies of the Jews. And also the Americans and others who pretend to be friends
of the Jews. Also, the huge population of the Palestinians who live in the country. Who is in

charge of Israel and Jerusalem today? And the answer is, it's not really the Jews yet.

SR, WAEEE B DAEs? PR ASAEARE, (EHA AR EAMICR NS S Z H5E,
A EEN AR MR 7550, DR AL R EEEA L, TR, SRR
EWEEIE 2 E D OHFIIR IS ? B2, RANMARBIGZ2REE,

And so verse twenty-four says Jerusalem will be trampled by the Gentiles until the times of
the Gentiles are fulfilled, and those days have not been fulfilled because Jerusalem is still
trampled by the Gentiles.

RIS PO, “HRES S MR RS, EESMNEAR BN 7. 7 BEH FE251mARN, FRS
RATERE AR IRAEAR KA _EATS SR NN T R AL B

Now, just one other thought on this, and that is that in the days of Joshua, the people who
controlled the city of Jerusalem were the Jebusites. And so when Joshua conquered the city,

and when David conquered the city, he had to overcome the power of the Jebusites.

KERX—5, AR MR ELBLAR, EHIEE R AR EA A AT A LB IENTE R
R DAERRIX ARSI, AT A S HS A T N B35 0

And the meaning of the word "Jebusite" is "the people who trample down." And so the Lord is
saying those same Jebusite people, they're going to keep on being there; they're still there
today. All these years later, and the best way to describe them is that the people who are

controlling Jerusalem and Israel, they're still Jebusites.

i “HRARHr " XA RS (BT o K, FRAEN, X EREET E-EHAETEE, 5K
MR, FELRIRXAZHIE, FRARLE R IR RS A As 2 R 4777 32 : A TIRR
= CERAEHTN (BREEE) T .

Our time is gone. We haven't ended this concept of prophecy yet, but we're beginning to see
some of the signs that the Lord is telling us to look for. So, by God's grace, we'll look at it
again next Saturday night, and keep on learning about God's plan for the future, for His

people, and for us.
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BAINHEE T . BADCRAHZERZ NS TS, HEMNELITRESIEHIRBIMTEZERHEILELTR,
Rt fEEARRM, AT DR ERR85E 5], REIIEHN AR, SRR 5 RS BATR T
il

So let's pray. Lord, we want to thank You for the truth of God. And we thank You that You tell
us what happened in the past, and You explain the present. We thank You that You tell us

what's going to come in the future.

PR W, Pl VEERIG Ser R, FAVEIR SRS R LR, R mIER LS
16, A BRI RS RPN Z AR AR,

Lord, help us to understand. But more important, help us to believe You and to obey You. We
thank You that we're encouraged to seek You, and that's what we've been doing this evening.
We pray that we will find, that we'll understand. But Lord, especially may we believe and
obey.

FM, SRARFSBIPATLTERR, (HEEEERR, MG DR, JAOVRER, FOREmRAI 2
TR, MIXIERBATS R E—EEMAERE, BOWOREANEBE I, sEBHE, HFEm, JTHZIEK
TRERS ZARE AR,

So we give thanks for today, Lord, we look forward to Your blessings tomorrow. And we ask

You now for Your blessings, in Jesus' name. Amen. Amen.

AR, =W, FATAS KR B, BATHEIE R RG] TATBIHEZRE ERRREE U4, HroRAK
HIatE. BIfs Biil,

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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