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The Children's Song

The theme song is "The Saviour Above in Wonderful Love Came Down to This World to Die." I
see the world in wonderful life. Come down to this world tonight. Oh follow me, my heart is
missing, and English is never on fire, I say goodbye. In wonderful worlds came down to this
world tonight. The whole world, really. My God, I miss you and me with the everlong fall.
Now, one that we haven't sung—frankly, I don't think I've sung it for many, many years. This
is a children's song, and you'll find it in the Believer's Handbook in the children's section,

and we're going to sing it.
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The words are wonderful. They say, "We are little children, very young indeed." That's really
the way we are. God is so great, and we're so small. We're just like little children. We are
little children, very young indeed, but the Saviour's promise, each of us may flee. This is a
promise: if we seek Him early, if we come today, we can be His little friend.
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It's amazing to me how often I completely forget translation. Sorry!
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If we seek Him early, if we come today, we can be His little friends; He has said we may.
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That's the amazing thing: I can be a friend of God. Imagine that! Him so great, me so small.



RHSENMEFMETHFEE, SER T RSBOVHBIATE ! f2anrIER, B2 antrgm I,

We'll sing it together, just the first verse we'll sing, and we'll learn the melody to go with

these simple words:

"We are little children, very young indeed,
But the Saviour's promise each of us may dream,
If we're sinking early, if we come today,

We can be His little friends."

He has a great many friends. This is a hymn that you can teach to your grandchildren, as

well as sing it to yourself. Here we go again, first verse:

"We are little children, very young indeed,

But the sinners' promises each of us will bring,
If we sink in early, if we come today,

We may be His little friends,

In the excess we make."
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Very good. Now, there are four verses. It's been a long time since I've sung all four. We're

now going to sing all four verses. You can follow the logic and a delightful theme as we go:

"We are little children, very young indeed,
But the sinners' promise each of us will be free.
If we seek Him early, if we come today,

We can be His little friends, here and sing with me.

Waiting for some reason, waiting for some reason
In the Bible song,

If we seek Him early, if we come again,

We can be His little friend, give us a sadly name.

Little friends of Jesus, walking by His side,
Makes His arms around us and pretend to grind.
If we sleep in early, if we come to Thee,

We can be His little friends in the serenade.

We must love Him dearly with our constant love,

And we'll go and see Me in our hometown.



If we sink in early, if we come to Thee,
Where He can be His king of the world, He lives that way.

Amen, Amen, Amen."
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Father's Day and the Best Father

Thank you, thank you, thank you. Sunlight. What is Sunday? And the answer is, this Sunday
it's going to be Father's Day. So I thought, maybe we could learn a little bit about fathers and
Father's Day. The best Father in the Bible is God. That's wonderful. The fact that we can be
His little children is marvelous. So, just a very few thoughts on Father's Day today. Let's pray.
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Lord, we thank You for the simplicity and the truth of the words we just sang. And the fact
that we could be Your little children is absolutely overwhelming. So, Lord, our prayer is that
each of us will say, "Yes, Lord, I want You to be my Father. I want to be Your child." Now

teach us, we pray. We ask it in Jesus' name. Amen. Amen.
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Becoming Children of God (John 1)

So, if you look in the Bible to find out truth about God the Father, what are you going to find?
The answer is, you'll find a whole lot. The Bible says a lot about God being our Father. So I
thought today we'd just take some simple thoughts, and I'm going to focus them mostly on
the Book of John. So take your Bibles and turn to John chapter one, John chapter one. You'll
remember the introduction of the life of the Lord Jesus in John chapter one. And it says that
Jesus was the One who made the world. He came into the world, and He came in as a man.

And most people weren't expecting the precise detail of that. So verse ten says:
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[John 1:10 NK]JV]
10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did

not know Him.

And the tragic truth of the life of the Lord Jesus is summarized in verse eleven. It says:

[John 1:11 NK]JV]

11 He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.
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But there were a few. They were willing to be on the narrow road. And so verse twelve says:

[John 1:12 NKJV]
12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of

God, to those who believe in His name:
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He came to His own, and His own didn't receive Him. Some did receive Him. What did He
give to those who did receive Him? He didn't just say, "I want you to work for me." He didn't
say, "I'm the boss, you can be my servants, and I'll pay you a dollar an hour or a hundred
dollars a day or whatever." He said, "I want you to become my children." That's
overwhelmingly amazing, isn't it? I can understand that He would be willing to have some

relationship with us, but to be willing to make me His child—that's overwhelming.
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And this particular verse says that the way we become children of God is, number one, by
receiving Him. "As many as received Him, to them gave He the right to become the children
of God." And then the verse ends with the simple line, "even to those who believe in His
name." So, the question is, how could you receive Him? Simple logic might say, "Well, you
could come into my house, I'd be happy to let you through the front door, and you can come
into the living room." How do you receive a person? And if, in fact, you become part of the

family, that's a totally different thing than staying for lunch.

XEASEIREA, BTSN LLHITTIE, B, BEEERD,  “NIEGHR, G IR e
JLZ, 7 RERTESC DR R AR “EEGAIEEmAIN. 7 B2, R IREL R IE G
We? WAL “IRATDABIFRE R, FARRFILIRMAITTRER, MEIRITHE, 7 R —
N? QSRS BAREON TIXDRERN— R, ARIRE T RIZHUF R e N, B ERGZHHEE,

I've been invited by many people to have lunch. I've been invited by a few people to stay the
night. I've never been invited by anybody to say, "Listen, you just live here, and I will treat
you as my son." So overwhelming! Frankly, I think if that were to happen, I would say, "This
is going to be a little bit awkward." And the Lord Jesus says it's true, "You trust Me; there
will be a lot of new things." But to believe the Lord Jesus Christ is not just to acknowledge

Him with your head; it is to receive Him into your life.
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The actual picture in the Bible, though not everybody understands this, is that we become
His bride. Now, that's something different. That's a big deal. That's what God says: if you
receive Him, if you believe Him, He will become your bridegroom. How does that all happen?
It happens because God wants to be our Father. That's what Father's Day is all about.
Father's Day is to marvel—to marvel at the wonder that God wants children. And of all the
children that He could have, He chose me. I see that's wonderful.
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Born Again (John 3)

Now, chapter three. Turn over to chapter three, a little bit more about God the Father.
Chapter three is the story of Jesus speaking to a religious leader. And he was associated with
very much of the mature things of God. God said to him, and Jesus said to him in verse

number seven:
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[John 3:7 NKJV]

Do not marvel that I said to you, "You must be born again.'

What happens when you're born again? You get a new Father, and you get a new family, and
you get a new home, and you get a new inheritance. You get a new life. When you become a

Christian, how much is new? Pretty much everything. You're born again.
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When I would go to somebody's house, I would take my suitcase and I would move in, and I
would be in the little spare room with a suitcase. But if I were to be born again, I couldn't
put it all into a suitcase. What does this verse say? It says, "You must be born again." Why
does it say, "You must be born again"? Because you must be born again, that's why.
Nicodemus says, "I'm a religious leader; I'm okay." Jesus said it wouldn't matter, Nicodemus,

whether you were a religious leader or a little child: you must be born again.
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True Worshippers (John 4)

All right. Well, that's very important. I told you I was just going to pick up a few key things
along this way of God the Father and we, the children. So turn over now to chapter four. And
in chapter four, there's a discussion between a woman who'd had many husbands and the
Lord Jesus Christ. So verse twenty-three says:
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[John 4:23 NKJV]
But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the

Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.

Who is the Father? God. What is it that He wants? He wants somebody to worship Him. Is
that good or bad? Actually, it's very good. Is God good or bad? He's very good. If He were
bad, would you want to worship Him? And the answer is, the Devil is bad. He wants a lot of
people to worship him, but it's bad. But God is good. What would He expect? He would
expect us to worship Him.
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Some of you have children. What would you expect from your children? So, you're a mother,
and your child comes to you and says, "Mommy, Father's Day is on Sunday. What should I do
for Daddy?" What would you say to your little child? Would you say, "Why don't you tell
Daddy, 'Thank you for being a good Daddy'?" The child says, "Oh, I couldn't do that." She
says, "Of course you can. You're old enough to say thank you." The child might say, "Oh,
Daddy wouldn't be impressed." And Mommy would probably say, "If you don't say thank you,
your Daddy will notice." And so, there are a lot of people this coming Sunday who will go to
their father and say, "Thank you, Father. You have been a good father. Thank you for loving
me."
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So, that's the ordinary Father's Day response. What will you say to God on Sunday? You
would say, "Thank you, God. You have been a really good Father to me." Why would you say



that? Number one, because it's true. Number two, because you know you should. Number

three, because God is seeking worshippers. That's what this verse says.
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How many people are in the world? Well, eight billion. Of those eight billion, how many
people on Sunday will say, "Thank you, God, for sending Jesus. Thank you for dying for me"?
How many people will say that out of the eight billion? A lot of people will, but not eight
billion. Not everyone is going to say that. But you and I say, "I want to say that. I want to

worship God. He's looking for worshippers. At least I can worship Him and say thank you."
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Honoring the Son (John 5)

Chapter five, verse twenty-three. It says:

BHEHE =T, &5

[John 5:23 NKJV]
23 that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not

honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.

God's plan for us is that we worship Him, and we honor His Son. And he who does not honor
the Son does not honor the Father. Many people in the world today say, "I believe in God; I
just don't believe in Jesus." And the answer is, that's not what God wants. You say you
believe in God, but you don't do what He says. He says, "I want you to honor the Son, just as
you honor Me."
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And the blessings flow in verse twenty-four:



[John 5:24 NKJV]
24 "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who
sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed

from death into life.

What is God's plan? God's plan is that we believe in the God who sent Jesus, and we end up
getting everlasting life, and we are delivered from judgment and death, and what we get is
life.
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The Bread of Life (John 6)

Now, just one other thought, and that's John chapter six, verse thirty-two:
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[John 6:32-33 NKJV]
32 Then Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, Moses did not give you
the bread from heaven, but My Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For

the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world."

Okay, if you lived in the wilderness in Moses' day, and your daddy came home and said,
"Here's supper," and you had a plate full of manna—and if you didn't get that, you'd starve—
what would you do? You'd thank him and eat it. It's manna. You'd say, "That was a good meal,
Daddy, thank you." Now, what happens to you and me when God comes to us in the

wilderness of life?
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What does God give? Well, He gives breakfast, lunch, and dinner, that's true, but that's not
what He's talking about here. Jesus is saying, just as God gave manna in the wilderness, so

God gives Jesus to you and me. Verse thirty-five:
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[John 6:35 NKJV]
And Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never

hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.

God is the Father. What is the most important gift He gives us? Jesus—that's the gift. What
do we do? We say, "Thank you for giving me the best gift that could be given." Not only on
Sunday, but especially on Sunday, we worship Him and we say, "Thank you, Lord, for giving

me Jesus."

MR, MGHABAIR R EZRLYRT 27 BRR—XgU2 LY. BAVEAM? T e sS
BFTRENS PRUBRAFAIALY, 7 AMUEFR, FRlZAERIR, TAEHOREHUL: " E, RERERIGS
o 7

Lord, we want to thank You for being a Father, for being the best Father, for being a Father
far beyond our wildest imagination or hope. We thank You that, of all the gifts You gave us,
the most wonderful one was You gave us Jesus to be our Saviour. Help us to understand it,
help us to appreciate it, help us to thank You for it, and help us to believe in Jesus as our
Saviour and Lord. We give thanks, and ask this in Jesus' name. Amen. Amen. Amen. Sorry for

going long.
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