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Signs of the End Times

Again, good to see each one. We are studying in the book of Luke, chapter twenty-one. And
Roy, I believe last week we got down to the end of verse twenty-four. Would you agree with
that? Yes, that's encouraging. Yeah. Okay. So we're going to keep studying, just to give you a
background now. The Lord Jesus Christ has returned to Jerusalem! He came in on the
Sunday as the Messiah. He came down the hill of the Mount of Olives and was proclaimed
by all to be the Messiah, and He was declared to be the provision of God. But the people who
accepted Him on Sunday were persuaded by many of the religious leaders to change their

opinion, persuaded mostly on the day of His trial, which is just about to come.
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They had continually been warned that He was going to be going away. They didn't

understand it, but they did ask Him in verse number seven:

[Luke 21:7 NKJV] - So they asked Him, saying, "Teacher, but when will these things

be? And what sign will there be when these things are about to take place?"
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And He had told them that He was going away. He had told them also that the temple would
be destroyed, and that got their attention. So they said, "Well, what's going to happen?" And
He said nation will rise against nation—lots of problems—but the temple will be destroyed.
So the answer regarding what was going to happen in the future comes in the verses that

follow. We're going to jump into the middle, but remember the answer is that there's going to



be a short-term problem when Jerusalem will be destroyed, the temple will be destroyed, and
then there will be a future time when it will all happen again, and the Lord Himself, the Lord

Jesus, will return.
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So let's pick this story up now in verse twenty-five. Luke chapter twenty-one, verse twenty-

five, and the Lord says:

[Luke 21:25 NKJV] - 25 "And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the
stars; and on the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves

roaring;
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Now, before the Lord's return, there will be many dramatic signs. And there will be signs in
the heavens—signs in the sun and the moon and the stars. Amazing things are going to
happen up there, which is going to prove to people that God is doing something. And three
things are going to be going on on the earth: distress of nations, perplexity, and the sea and

waves roaring.
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So the old stable order of nations will be upset, and the nations will be confused and fighting
one another. And perplexity and confusion will be a key part of it all. Things are happening
that people don't understand because the old reliable beliefs they had, the old reliable
dependence on other nations they had—that's all going to change.
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And then, the sea and the waves roaring—that may mean tsunamis. And that's not to be
unexpected, because elsewhere we're told that there will be a lot of earthquakes. But there
may be other reasons for the sea and the waves roaring. It could be that asteroids could be
hitting the earth, and they could cause great problems as well. Lots of things could cause the

sea and the waves to roar, but they will!
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Verse twenty-six says it's going to get worse:

[Luke 21:26 NK]JV] - % men's hearts failing them from fear and the expectation of
those things which are coming on the earth, for the powers of the heavens will be
shaken.
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So men's hearts will fail them, and for two reasons. Number one: they will fear what is
happening. And number two: they will fear what might happen—"the expectation of those
things which are coming"—they're not sure what's going to happen. And the last line is: "the

powers of heaven will be shaken." What's that mean?

AL, NMERLERTMSBAHHA, HEEM D H—, WIIFHEELENER, $=, MIIFHTER%
AR, e R ERE SRR RO fE 2 kA 4. RIG—f2 “REHERE
817 o R AERERE?

Well, we've got pretty much confidence in the powers of heaven. We know that the sun is
going to rise tomorrow morning, and they can predict the right time. And the stars don't
move. And so there's lots of permanence, lots of confidence in the fact that the stars are
pretty much doing what they're supposed to do. But on this occasion, stars aren't going to be
doing what they had always done. It's obvious that something is happening outside of the
world. Now, these verses, and then the verses of the Old Testament prophets, especially
Isaiah, they all say that something very significant is going to happen: God is going to be
beginning to exercise judgment. And the book of Revelation gives similar predictions. So

what's the consequence? People are going to be afraid, that's what it is.
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Sometimes you hear a boom in the middle of the night, and you say, "I wonder what that is?"
There's a fire station not far from where I live, and periodically in the middle of the night, the
fire engines go by. And I'm always happy when they keep on going. But if they were to stop
outside of my house, I would begin to get pretty afraid. And all we know for sure on this is

that people's hearts will fail them for fear.
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Now, all of this is taking place on the earth. But you remember that the Lord promises that
the Christian who trusts in Him will be removed from the earth at the rapture of the church.
So these days of judgment on the earth, and of the pouring out of the wrath of God on the
earth, will be preceded by the church going to heaven. So these verses are written then
primarily to the Gentiles who have rejected the Lord Jesus Christ, or to the Jews who have

rejected the Lord Jesus Christ and therefore did not go to heaven.
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So after the rapture of the church, there's only two kinds of people left in the world: those
who rejected the Lord Jesus, and those who didn't know enough to reject the Lord Jesus—

they just didn't accept Him. And so the question is, what about those two groups?
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And we know that those who rejected the Lord Jesus will believe the lie; God will send them
strong delusion that they might believe the lie, as in Thessalonians. And consequently, they
will hear these things, they will see these things, they will be afraid, but they will not turn in
belief to Jesus. They've already rejected Him. But there will be many who will believe Him.
They will be afraid, they won't know what's happening. They will consult the Bible, they will

listen to the preachers, and many of them will believe; they will be converted.
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So after the many signs we read in verse twenty-five, verse twenty-seven says:

[Luke 21:27 NKJV] - 27 Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with
power and great glory.
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So that's the simple summary: lots of signs, and then the coming of the Lord Jesus to set
judgment in the earth and establish His kingdom. All right, to the believer now, He says in

verse twenty-eight:

[Luke 21:28 NK]JV] - 22 Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up

your heads, because your redemption draws near."
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Jesus is the Redeemer. He will be coming in verse twenty-seven. And when you see the
signs in verses twenty-five and twenty-six, the people on the earth who are now believers will
say, "Aha, the Lord is coming!" The signs not only say the judgment is coming; the signs say

the Lord is coming! His redemption draws near.
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The Parable of the Fig Tree

Now, remember the verse where they are asking the question. Verse seven says, "What sign
will there be when these things are about to take place?" So, in part answer to that question,

in verse twenty-nine, He spoke to them a parable:



[Luke 21:29-31 NK]JV] - 29 Then He spoke to them a parable: "Look at the fig tree,
and all the trees. 3° When they are already budding, you see and know for
yourselves that summer is now near. 3! So you also, when you see these things
happening, know that the kingdom of God is near.
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Now, welcome to Vivo V244, et cetera. We're happy that you are here. We are reading Luke
chapter twenty-one, verses twenty-nine, thirty, and thirty-one. So what is meant by this
parable? It's all about the fig tree. What is the fig tree? In Scripture, the fig tree is often
representative of the state, the country of Israel. And so the question is, if you watch the fig
tree, you'll see when the leaves are coming out, and especially when the buds come out, and
you know when the buds come out, summer is very soon. So this says when the fig tree is
already to bud, you will know that these things are soon.
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So we've mentioned many times that in the Middle Ages, up until about the end of the
nineteenth century—about the year eighteen ninety, something like that—there was really no
effective country in Israel. It was swampland in the west, and it was barren hillside in the
east and central part of the country. It was not a habitable land. But in many ways since
then, the land of Israel has been dramatically transformed. The nation, in terms of people,
has responded from a very few in those days up until today—probably eight million Jews
living in Israel. In accordance with prophecy, the swamplands and the barren mountains
have been transformed, and the land is the most productive agricultural land probably in the
world today. So it's easy to say: the fig tree is already budding.
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And so, verse thirty-one, "when you see these things, know that the kingdom of God is near."
Now, two other things. First of all, in nineteen forty-eight, the state of Israel was proclaimed
a nation by military fiat. But verse twenty-nine says: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees."
Many other trees are budding at the same time, not the least of which are the countries in
the Middle East—countries like Kuwait, countries like Dubai and the Arab Emirates, and so
on. Many of these countries have come out of nowhere in the last two centuries. All of which

says, according to this prophecy, that the return of the Lord is very near.
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And again, more indication, verse thirty-two. Assuredly, the Lord says:

[Luke 21:32-33 NKJV] - 32 Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means
pass away till all things take place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My

words will by no means pass away.
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So when these signs are evident, what is the timeframe? Verse thirty-two says, "this
generation will not pass away." When these signs start, the generation will see it end as well.
Now, Joanna, welcome to you, but just to remind you, we're reading in the end of Luke
twenty-one, probably right now commenting on verse thirty-two. Many Bible scholars have
wondered at this word "generation." "Assuredly, I say unto you, this generation will by no
means pass away." Frankly, it's hard for us to know precisely what is meant by the phrase
"this generation." And some people would say it may be that those who are alive when these
things begin to happen will not be dead by the time they do happen. It will all take place in

that generation.
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One thought on it all is this: that there was a similar time when judgment on the world was
predicted. Can you remember when that was? And the answer is: that's the time of Noah. So
Noah said, "God is going to judge the world, that's why I'm building the ark." And some
people said, "Well, Noah, when will the time come that the flood will come and take the ark
up?" And Noah probably said, "Well, Enoch was a prophet, and Enoch bore a son whose
name was Methuselah. And Methuselah's name means 'when he is dead, it shall come." So
Noah may very well have said, "It's all going to come when Methuselah dies." And in fact,

that's exactly what did happen.
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Now, what do you know about Methuselah? Answer: he lived longer than anybody had ever
lived. Methuselah was the sign. And God says, "When that sign is completed, I will judge."
And then He allowed the sign to be deferred by making Methuselah live longer than anybody
else lived. All that proves is that God is gracious and merciful, not wanting the death of any,

but that all should come to repentance.
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So a couple more things now. First of all, Cindy, welcome to you. We are reading at the end
of Luke twenty-one. We were commenting on verses thirty-two and thirty-three. But the
other thing is that we are seeing the generation in which you and I live; we are seeing many
of these signs beginning to show. And therefore we're saying we expect the Lord's return to
be soon, not later! We've been waiting for over two thousand years, but we believe that it's
coming very soon. Many of these signs are beginning to show, and others will be coming, we

believe, very soon.
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Now, what often happens when the signs are expected, and the judgment that follows the
signs is expected, and the judgment is deferred? All right, verse thirty-four, what could

happen? The Lord warns them, He says:

[Luke 21:34 NK]JV] - 3* "But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed
down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on

you unexpectedly.
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So in spite of the fact that the signs are there, the judgment will be somewhat deferred, and
therefore people will have the encouragement to go ahead and pretend the judgment will not
come. What was the world doing immediately prior to the flood in Noah's day? It was
pretending there will be no judgment. They were eating, drinking, marrying, giving in
marriage, having a great old time. They didn't care about crazy Noah, they didn't care about

the ark, they didn't care about the God who'd given the warnings.
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So in verse thirty-four, the same thing is going to be happening in the days when the Lord
Jesus returns. Their hearts will be weighed down. How's your heart? Your heart could be
responsive to the things of God, or you could have a heart that really doesn't care much
about God and says, "We don't need to worry about that." So three things will result:
carousing, drunkenness, and the cares of this life taking over people. What does carousing
do? It weighs down the heart. What does drunkenness do? It weighs down the heart. What
does the cares of this life do? It weighs down the heart. Don't let your heart be weighed

down by wasting on these sinful things because the judgment of God is coming soon.
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Verse thirty-five says:

[Luke 21:35 NKJV] - 35 For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the

face of the whole earth.
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There are these three things that easily snare people away from the fact of the coming
judgment, the judgment of God. Number one: carousing, or partying, turning away from God
for another party—"let's do what we want to do." Just recently, President Obama, the former
President of the United States, was asked what is most important to him—one word that's
most important to him in the present time and the years ahead. "If you had one word to
describe your life between now and the next ten years, what word would you use?" Mr.
Obama said, "One word for me: fun." Saying, "I don't care about anything else. I don't care
about the people of the United States that I reigned over. All I care about is fun." Shame on
you, Mr. Obama.
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His wife was asked to give one word to describe what her position is at the present time. She
said, "Me." He says, "fun"; she says, "me." What do you think that means? It means their
hearts have been weighed down. You're not, you know, preparing for the coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Their hearts don't respond properly. Why? Because they've given themselves to

carousing, to drunkenness, and the cares of this life. Shame on them.
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Verse thirty-five—why? Because unless they turn to the Lord, the day of the Lord will come
as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. So what do we do about
that? Verse thirty-six:

10



[Luke 21:36 NKJV] - 3¢ Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted
worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the

Son of Man."
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So what do we do? Well, we open our eyes to all this. And then we respond, verse thirty-six:
we watch, and we pray that we may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will
come to pass. So welcome, Kenny Chen, and again, the chapter is Luke twenty-one and the
verse is thirty-six. We see you're flipping pages—Luke, twenty-one, thirty-six. And if we pray,
and if we trust the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, what will happen to us? Two things will
happen, number one: we will escape these things that will come to pass. We'll be raptured
before these things come to pass. Hallelujah! And instead of being destroyed by the Son of

Man, we will be able to stand before the Son of Man.
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And I guess that's the ultimate joy that we have, isn't it? Lots of things going to happen in
heaven. Lots of things going to happen on the earth. Lots of judgments, lots of blessings.
What is the ultimate blessing? The Christian gets to stand before the Son of Man, hallelujah!

That is our great reward. It is Jesus, and our position with Jesus.
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The Last Days of Christ and the Passover Preparation

All right, so all these things were going on in Jerusalem, and the Lord Jesus was making
these wonderful sermons, pronouncing great blessing, telling them what's going to happen.
The last few days before He died, the Lord Jesus was full of marvelous teaching. So what was

going on? Answer, verses thirty-seven and thirty-eight:
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[Luke 21:37-38 NKJV] - 37 And in the daytime He was teaching in the temple, but at
night He went out and stayed on the mountain called Olivet. 3 Then early in the

morning all the people came to Him in the temple to hear Him.
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I guess those were wonderful days. And the great multitudes who had heard Him when He
came down the mountain on the Sunday—He came down and people heard Him, and they
kept coming back every day to hear Him. When the day was over and the lights went out,
they went home, and Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. But first thing in the morning,
probably before eight o'clock, they were back in the temple, and He came down and taught
them the next day. Frankly, I think those would have been wonderful days. And I'm
presuming that if you and I had been there, we would have got up early in the morning to go

down to the temple because we didn't want to miss one word of what He was teaching us.
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But now the story of His life goes on. And it reads in Luke twenty-two, verses one and two:

[Luke 22:1-2 NKJV] - ' Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is
called Passover. > And the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might Kkill
Him, for they feared the people.

PAE, #h—RVBCRARSHERE, ERIES o E 2 s CPREET, XAaity, T, HERK
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Now, remember, because the feast was near, that's why the people had come to Jerusalem.
They came from all over the country to be in Jerusalem at the time of the Feast of
Unleavened Bread and Passover. And the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might

kill Him, for they feared the people. They were determined to kill Jesus. But they didn't know
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how to do it because the people loved Him very much. The people crowded into the temple
during the day to hear Him, and how could they possibly arrest Him and kill Him when all

the people were so profoundly impacted by Him?
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Verse three:

[Luke 22:3 NKJV] - 3 Then Satan entered Judas, surnamed Iscariot, who was

numbered among the twelve.

FEWR N, EA T IO RO, AR TR A,

Could they possibly kill the Lord Jesus? They thought, how could they kill Him? Because the
people were so enamored of Him and keen to listen to Him. They would have killed the
priests and the scribes if He had been taken during the day. But Satan said, "I've got an idea.
I think my idea could work." So his plan, first of all, started when he entered Judas Iscariot.
Now, is Satan smart? Yes. Is he a liar? Yes. Is he a convincing liar? Yes. Therefore, don't allow
Satan to get near your ears or your eyes because he is a clever liar. He can even lie to you.
Don't let him do that! Judas said, "I like money." Satan said, "I can give you some money,
Judas. Here's an idea." And Satan gave Judas the idea to go to the scribes and the priests
and, in effect, sell Jesus.

MTEAREARTE LHRERID? M TAR, IZE 2 RMIE? KDy Nt s, TRV IE, R B R
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So Judas, having been entered by Satan, went his way, verses four to six:

[Luke 22:4-6 NKJV] - # So he went his way and conferred with the chief priests and
captains, how he might betray Him to them. > And they were glad, and agreed to
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give him money. ® So he promised and sought opportunity to betray Him to them in

the absence of the multitude.
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So they had a conversation, and three things resulted. Number one: they agreed on a way
whereby he might betray Jesus to them. Number two: they were glad, verse five. And
number three: they agreed to give him money, which is what Judas wanted. And so, Judas
promised and sought opportunity to betray Him to them in the absence of the multitude.
That was the logic: "Let's see if we can betray Him, and we can arrest Him when the
multitude are not there, and they won't be able to keep us from doing what we're going to
do."

FRDAEAT TR T 7 — &2, 7R 7 = a R, B MIIRE 7 — D RELEMTERER R LA TR 757, B
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Many people have concluded in life that if you're going to do something bad, what you want
to do is do it first and then ask for permission later. Don't ask permission to do something
bad. Do the bad, and then wait till afterwards; you may very well get away with it. Children
often figure that out pretty young. They say, "If we ask Mummy, she'll say no." Therefore,
they go ahead and do it, and Mummy finds out, and sometimes Mummy doesn't punish them.
So they say, "We got away with it! If we'd asked her, we never would have got away with it.

But we didn't ask her, we just did it, and we got away with it."
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How many people go through the whole of life that way? And they say, "We won't ask God,
we'll just do it." And they do it, and He doesn't strike them in the morning. They say, "We got
away with it." They didn't get away with it; judgment has just been deferred. So the chief
priests and the scribes and the rulers and Judas all said, "We can play that game if we just do

it—don't tell anybody we'll do it, and we'll get away with it."
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So just to give you an idea of the timeline now. At what time of day was Jesus arrested? Well,
probably ten or eleven or twelve o'clock at night. When was the accusations against Him?
When was He judged? In the middle of the night, when most people were fast asleep. What
time was He put on the cross? Nine o'clock in the morning. What time did people realize that
there could be a problem? Well, some of them who were right on top of the news, they might
have realized there was a problem almost when they got up in the morning and He was on
the cross—almost, but before many of them had left the house. The devil is smart, and he will
often do things that are very, very bad so fast that you don't realize what's happening.
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All right, so now comes verse seven, the next day. Then came the Day of Unleavened Bread,
when the Passover must be killed. So the Lord Jesus is proceeding with His plan, and these

wicked men are proceeding with their plan. So verse eight says:

[Luke 22:7-8 NKJV] - 7 Then came the Day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover
must be killed. 8 And He sent Peter and John, saying, "Go and prepare the Passover

for us, that we may eat."
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All right. So what was the Old Testament law regarding the Passover? And the answer is that
every family was to take a lamb. They were to slay the lamb, they were to put the blood on
the doorposts and the lintel, they were to eat the lamb, and in the morning they would be
free. Who was to eat the lamb? Well, that's pretty obvious: it was their family. And if the lamb
was too big and the family too small, you could even put two families together to eat the
lamb. So who is going to eat this Passover? Answer: the Lord Jesus' family—the disciples.
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They were the Lord Jesus' family. If you've trusted the Lord Jesus as your Savior, you are part
of Jesus' family. It's a wonderful thing. And so, Jesus fulfilled the law of the Passover by

eating with His family.
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Verse nine:

[Luke 22:9-13 NKJV] - 2 So they said to Him, "Where do You want us to prepare?" 1°
And He said to them, "Behold, when you have entered the city, a man will meet you
carrying a pitcher of water; follow him into the house which he enters. '' Then you
shall say to the master of the house, 'The Teacher says to you, "Where is the guest
room where I may eat the Passover with My disciples?"' 12 Then he will show you a
large, furnished upper room; there make ready." '3 So they went and found it just

as He had said to them, and they prepared the Passover.
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So the Lord has it all figured out. Imagine a miracle of His design just to make sure that they
had a place to eat the Passover. If it were you and me, we would say, "Ah, go into the city and
look up the house—it's 2436 Forty-Fourth Avenue, you go there, that man will speak to you."
Why didn't He just give them the address? Because He is over all things, and He says, "I
want you to know that I am organizing this miraculous Passover feast for you, and it's going
to be a miracle from the start." Many people say that the Lord's Supper is just an ordinary
thing. But the first time they ate the Passover as disciples, it was not an ordinary thing. God

is most concerned about the Passover and the Supper that was instituted then.
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Verse fourteen and fifteen:

[Luke 22:14-15 NKJV] - '* When the hour had come, He sat down, and the twelve
apostles with Him. !> Then He said to them, "With fervent desire I have desired to

eat this Passover with you before I suffer;
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He fulfilled the Passover at the right time. When the hour had come—it was a specific time,
and He was there at that time. Now, one of the great sins of the wicked man Jeroboam, who
divided the kingdom away from Rehoboam, Solomon's son, Jeroboam was guilty of having
declared a feast at a time of his own making. He didn't ask God; he just set the time himself.
But Jesus said to them, "With fervent desire, I have desired to eat this Passover with you

before I suffer."
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Take a look at that verse again and answer this simple question: was this Passover feast
important to Jesus? Yes. In the context of what had happened before when Satan entered
Judas, in the context of the Garden of Gethsemane and the cross that will follow, is this
Passover supper important? The answer: yes! Important to Jesus, and therefore important to
the disciples. Now, do you think the disciples remembered this particular supper? They'd
been with the Lord Jesus for years. They'd eaten supper with Him many times. Was this
important? Yes, it was important, and it was set up miraculously. It was important because
He had told them to be there. It was important because He said, "I have a fervent desire to

eat this supper with you."
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Here's my question to you: is what is important to God important to you? If it's important to
God, is it important to you? And you've got to say, "Yes." If He thinks it's important, then I
must treat it as important. Well, our time is gone, so we'll pick it up next week. Let's just

close in a word of prayer.
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Lord, we want to thank You that our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to go through these last
days of His life. They were hard days. But Lord Jesus went through them because He loves
us. Lord, we thank You so much that You have proved at this time, as well as on so many
other occasions, You have proved that You love us. Lord, may we be thankful, may we be
obedient, may we be loving and kind as He was, and may we say: if it's important to Jesus,
it's got to be important to me.
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So we give thanks now for Your kindness and seek Your blessing. Watch over us for good, we
pray. Give us a good night, give us a good tomorrow, Lord. We thank You for all that You have
done for us. And we thank You now in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and pray Your

blessing on us. Amen. Amen. Amen.
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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