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The Table of Showbread: Built on Obedience

So we are studying. We are going consecutively through the verses of Exodus. And the logic
flow of the presentation is interesting—we'll get to that—but we're going to start out today in

verse twenty-three.
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[Exodus 25:23 NK]JV]
23 "You shall also make a table of acacia wood; two cubits shall be its length, a
cubit its width, and a cubit and a half its height.
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So Moses is up the mountain and the Lord is giving him instructions. Remember, he's been
waiting now for forty days for these instructions. If you'd been waiting for forty days for
instructions, and you got some instructions, what would you do? I think I'd get a pad and
start making some notes. And then where it says, "I want you to make a table. This is how

long, this is how wide, this is how high," what should you do then?
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[Exodus 25:24-26 NK]JV]

24 And you shall overlay it with pure gold, inside and out you shall overlay it, and



shall make on it a molding of gold all around. ?°> You shall make for it a frame of a
handbreadth all around, and you shall make a gold molding for the frame all
around. 26 And you shall make for it four rings of gold, and put the rings on the

four corners that are at its four legs.

“H RS, @I?Lé%m SFHIUEE—FE R, L EBEETh, ENE TSI, %
FEREFPUMA IR .

Okay, so are you getting the description? And probably at this point you say, "I don't know
what this is, but I think it's going to be pretty. It will look nice."
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[Exodus 25:27 NK]JV]

27 The rings shall be close to the frame, as holders for the poles to bear the table.
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So this isn't just a table; this is a table that is going to have to be carried.
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[Exodus 25:28 NK]JV]
28 And you shall make the poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold, that

the table may be carried with them.
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You've got a good imagination. How much do you think this table is going to be worth? That
is a lot of gold, lots of gold. How much do you think the table is going to weigh? Gold is
pretty heavy. I've never had a trouble carrying gold because I've never had any gold, but if I
did, it would be heavy.
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[Exodus 25:29 NK]JV]
29 You shall make its dishes, its pans, its pitchers, and its bowls for pouring. You

shall make them of pure gold.
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And what is missing from the story? What's missing is why.
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And so it's in verse thirty that you get the conclusion:
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[Exodus 25:30 NKJV]

30 And you shall set the showbread on the table before Me always.
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Okay, what is this table for? This is a table on which you can put some bread, and it's not
going to be ordinary bread; it's going to be showbread. And if you were there, what would
you do next? You might say, "Why?"
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Now frankly, writing like that—from verse twenty-three to verse thirty—is not recommended
when you go to composition school. When you go to learn how to write, they tell you: "Tell
them why you're doing this. Don't leave the whole thing hanging. Tell them as you go along
what this is all about." Moses might have said, "Well, it's true, Lord, it's a beautiful table. It's

going to look really nice somewhere, but why?"
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So do you think God made a mistake when He didn't tell them why? And the answer is no.
God made no mistake. Why then didn't He tell them? Why didn't He tell Moses ahead of time



why he had to do this? Why didn't He tell him? And the answer is a very important principle:
it is more important for you to learn to do what you are told than to understand why you
do what you are told.
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Have you ever noticed that little children are taught to do what they are told without
explaining why they do it? A child cannot understand why. You tell him, "Don't eat that." And
he says, "Why?" And you can't say, "If you eat it, you'll get a worm, and the worm will work in
you, and five years from now you might die." He doesn't understand that. All of which is to
understand a most important principle for us to follow, and it goes like this: as new

Christians especially, we do what God says without understanding why.
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So when I was in my late teens and in my early twenties, we had a youth leader here whose
name was Robert. And his phrase went like this, he said: "Understanding can wait.
Obedience is now." That is important, isn't it? Children have to learn that, and adults have to

learn that in life.
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It's true, when we get older, we have the ability to learn more, to understand more. But if we
wait to obey until we understand, we're not going to get very far. So, Moses, you've got to

learn it: now you have got to make it the way I told you to make it.
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I suppose that there are a lot of little children who make big mistakes in life because they
basically say, "Mommy, if you can't explain it to me, I won't do it." Don't treat God that way.
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All right, so we've got this table. And Roy is going to show us what it looks like. So Roy, let's
find it. This is number one, that picture. Can you show us that picture, okay?
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That's the one I want. That is the artist's expectation of what that probably looked like based

on the verses we just read.
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And at the top now you can see twelve loaves of bread. This was a table that was designed to
carry twelve loaves of bread. And some people say that the loaves looked like that; other
people say no, the loaves probably were flat, unleavened loaves, and there were six in this
pile, six in that pile.
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All right, so the question then is: what on earth does that mean? And we're going to find out
as we go through our studies. There is going to be a temple, or a tabernacle—a tent in which

God will dwell. And in that place, in the tabernacle, this article of furniture will be there.
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And it's a picture of the fellowship that the Christian has with God. God is going to be living
in this tent. This will be in the tent, and the twelve loaves of bread are there, symbolizing

food for the twelve tribes of Israel.
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How did the children of Israel survive when they were in the wilderness? God gave them
food to eat every day. The food was called manna, and it came down from heaven for them
every day except Saturday.
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And that taught them that food from God was how they were going to survive. Now, if you're
a Christian, you've trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, and God has become your
Father.

XEEMATTRIRIIE, JAATGR A iR 84 2 M IR — R, 05, R — DB, REs
(B8 7 EHRERELE R IRARTE, MO TIREZ IR R,

And what does a father do? A father gives the children something to eat. God is our Father,
and God wants us to eat. And so this is a picture of the food that God has for His people; it is

in the tabernacle, and it is for the people of God to eat.
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Now in particular, they didn't eat it every day. It was a picture, not a reality for them.
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[John 6:51 NKJV]

I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread,
he will live forever; and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give
for the life of the world."
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So we read our Bibles every day, and we fellowship with Him every day, and it's like eating
food all the time.
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All right, do you understand that fully? You say, "No." Did I explain it very well? And I say,

"No." But is it very important? Yes, sir. Does it matter if we understand it? Not really.

G, PREEEPEHX — /R TI9? RATRES:  “ERANEZNH, 7 IERERS R WBIEY 7I? HWRAES
i, (HIXEEM? EXREE, FRMNIEZAZE2ERE, BRIRAZRIL? HITGFARN,

Jesus is the bread of God. We have got to eat of Him. We don't know how, but we read our

Bibles, and we pray, and we say, "Lord, I am going to learn to feed on You."
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Okay, why the poles in the sides through the rings? Because when the children of Israel went
on their marches, this went with them. And the priests had to carry it, probably one man on

each of the ends of those two poles—four priests carrying that particular table.
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Why four men to carry it? Probably because it weighed so much. It is acacia wood overlain
with gold; acacia wood is very heavy, and gold is much heavier. And so probably they had
four men to carry it because it weighed a lot.
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The Ark of the Covenant: Justice and Mercy

All right, so that's verses twenty-three down through thirty. But last week we were studying
verses ten down through twenty-two. And what we studied last week was the Ark of the

Covenant.
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So Roy is going to go back and show us a picture of the ark.
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All right, so you'll notice that the ark looks very like this. This is a model of the ark.
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And you can see that it's a box with some rods in it so that you can carry it. And inside is just

a pretty big box.
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I'm not sure how big—the numbers are given to us. Where are they? I'm reading the wrong

line, so I can't see who's found the verse ten... Verse ten, okay. It'll be two and a half cubits



long, a cubit and a half wide, and a cubit and a half high. So it's going to be just as high as
the table of showbread, and just as wide. But it's going to be two and a half cubits long.
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[Exodus 25:10 NKJV]
10 "And they shall make an ark of acacia wood; two and a half cubits shall be its
length, a cubit and a half its width, and a cubit and a half its height.
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And these earlier verses tell us that inside of this ark is a copy of the Ten Commandments.
So this is one of the tablets of the commandments, and the other tablet is in here as well—if I
can get it out, it's not easy to get out.
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Okay, so these Ten Commandments were in the ark. What do the Ten Commandments
symbolize? The law of God. So this is the Ark of the Covenant, and it contains the law of God.

This particular ark is also a picture of God. What do we know about God and the law of God?
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God keeps all those laws. God keeps all those laws. Please remember this: God keeps all of
those laws. Which of those laws do you begin to appreciate? There are ten laws, Ten

Commandments. Which one do you immediately appreciate?
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Most of us say we like the law that says, "Thou shalt not bear false witness." You know God
has never lied to you. Isn't that exciting? God has never told you a lie. Has He ever spoken to
you? Yes. Has He ever made a promise? Yes. Are any of His promises going to fail? No. Why?
Because God does not—the Bible says God cannot—lie.
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So that's good news about this. What's the bad news about this? God cannot lie; God never

breaks any of the laws. But you and I have broken them many times.
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So God says this is very important, but there's something else that's important. He said,
"There's a lid that goes on this box." It's also gold. Now He says, "I want you to know what

this lid is called." It's called the Mercy Seat. Mercy seat—what does that mean?
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But you know what mercy means, don't you? Mercy says you've done something you
shouldn't do, but God won't punish you for it if you believe Him.
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So I told you about the time—this has happened to me many times, but on one occasion I did
something that I shouldn't do. And I realized I was in big trouble. And I went to my mother,

and I started to cry, and I said, "Mommy, I'm sorry. I dropped those pots and they broke."
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And she said, "Well, Harold, if you had been careful, they wouldn't have broken." But instead
of giving me a spanking, she probably gave me some ice cream. And I said, "Thank you,

mommy. You're very kind."
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Have you ever broken God's law? What does God say? He says, "If you believe Me, I can give
you mercy." And you remember the Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross to pay the penalty for
your sin, and if you believe Him, and if you receive Him as your Savior, you can have mercy
rather than punishment.
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And you'll remember that last week we learned that on top of the mercy seat were the two
cherubim—this is one, that's another—both facing one another, looking down on the mercy

seat. And the cherubim are God's great and most powerful angels.
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And in part, they are there to ensure that the promises of God will be fulfilled. He is not

going to let anybody get in the way of those promises!
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So these are the pictures of God. God says, "I'm the God of justice, I'm the God of the law.
You must obey Me." But I sent My Son so that I could have mercy; if you believe in Jesus,
then you don't need to be punished for the sins you commit, but you can have mercy. God

says, "I am the God who is the God of the law, but I'm also the God of mercy."
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And among other things, the cherubim show that God is a God of help. He will help you. He
will send His angels to help you if you trust Him. Even if you're a sinner, He'll show mercy,

and He will help you.
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So why the rods in the sides? Because God says, "I am going to go with you. Wherever you
go, I want to go. I will go with you. I want you to go with me." And somehow He's going to go
with them in the Bible. Lovely stories! Sometimes they went to battle; the Ark of God went

with them, and the Lord gave them great victory in that battle.
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This is the same model as that, only a little bit larger, and the same lid and so on. The only
problem is somehow we lost the rods. They go through here. If they are here in the chapel
somewhere, if you find them, put them with this because it really should have the rods with
it.
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Do you think that's all important? And the answer is yes. Do you understand it fully? And the
answer is no. Why? Because it's a picture of God.
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And the farther you go, the more you'll know about God, but you'll never know everything
about God. And so you keep reading your Bible, you'll learn a little more, a little more, a little
more, a little more. And you'll learn what about God? You'll learn about the table of
showbread, you'll learn about other things slowly, slowly, slowly. But the most important
thing to know is: God is there. All that is there is real, and you and I are responsible for what

God has done, even if we don't understand it all.
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Can you imagine anybody so foolish as saying, "I will believe God when I fully understand
Him"? It's going to take you a long time to fully understand God. What does a little girl do

when she says, "I can't fully understand mommy"?
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She says, "When is supper, mommy?" She says, "I can't understand anything, but I'm hungry

and I want to eat now." And that's what you say to God. You say, "God, I don't understand
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everything, but I sure understand this: the last time You fed me it was great, I want more

good food, keep feeding me, please."
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Okay, so God is talking to Moses on the mountain and He says, "You build the ark, you build
the table of showbread." And Moses is taking notes, saying, "Yeah, I'll do that, I'll do that."
There was a lot he didn't understand. But he said, "I'm going to do what God wants me to
do."
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The Golden Lampstand: Jesus and His Church as the Light

All right. So Roy, we probably should take a look at that next. I mean, let's find that picture
first.
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You're getting something that Moses didn't get. You're going to get a preview of what's to
come; Moses didn't get that, he had to get it piece by piece. But anyway, here's the preview.

This is a picture of the tabernacle in the wilderness.
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You can see this pillar of cloud in the back of it. And that is indicating that God was in that
tabernacle.
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And the showbread table and the Ark of the Covenant, they were at the back of this picture.
Under those curtains at the back, if you were to go in there—and you couldn't, but if you
were to have gone in there—you would have found the Ark of the Covenant and the table of

showbread that we've been talking about.
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This was a big tent. Around the outside is a fence made of linen cloth.
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At the front is a gate. And that's just four panels, three panels I guess, three or four panels of

linen cloth that was open when people could go in.

FEBHTTE, B—RRERT. AEH =2PUARME R, SR ORRmTIE, S eEmorR, AM1E
REMEEIS ML

And in the center, when you first go in, is the brazen altar—the altar where they burnt the

sacrifice. You can see a picture of fire. Roy, show that for you.

HIZ)E, WASIEERRA, IERIMEHANBERTRSIZ, RA]AERIFERRIVKHIFRR. Roy, EHUHR—T
B4R E.

Yeah, that's what it looked like, only that was really big.
N, SBIEREGUEKIX DS, A SEFREE R RS X MR R RIS %,

All right, so that was in the center of the children of Israel. That tabernacle was in the center
of all the people encamped round about it, and it was the center of life when they were in the

wilderness for forty years.

G, RXEMHIRREN T, KEH RS+ A SOREERIET Y, FrE B E AR S S X T
UERE, EMMITEEY BhEiEErYHE2 A E, BRgR2 i REGEMS BN,

All right, all of this is just a bit of an introduction. I'm even going to say if there's a question,
I will try to answer it now, but I may not be able to. Anybody have a question to remove any
confusion? And don't be afraid of confusion, because God is revealing Himself and He is a

big God. You don't learn everything about Him in the first five minutes.

Py, DAERTARIX —UIR — N RBERIS S, SRR X A EMREN, Ll UERE, HEREA
—ERERIERE R, RFRAM2BEINZK, FEEFAHTTIG? THAEER AN, FOyHIEEREA]
BRI E . fZ bR, IRERIM, AT RTREERIE R Ty B it 2%,

They showbread table and Ark of the Covenant, they are not in the same place; they are in
different places. This is exactly... well, and as I told you, I didn't know all the answers, I'm
not precisely sure. They're both in the tabernacle. Whether they're both in the same part of

the tabernacle, the same room of the tabernacle, I'm not sure. I'm just not even sure how to

13



find the answer for you. It's clear in scripture, but I can't put my finger on the precise
location. It's either in the holy place or the most holy place. All right, so I'm not going to

spend time on that. It's close.

(EEETESRRD KT PR FRZAMERER: 28, ENDHHEER — M7, m2aE i X
ore IXWHSEIE - 4FME, IEANFRMIA R, FRICIREE AR ZEARTEREE, FR—RTCE B 72 Bt
Wik HAIDLEERE, EMEZBIERENE. ETEMEARER—DERN? FRETAEE M,
BEBENHE R ELSRNBIR— N RINENRE . RETPEHEELER, HR A EEEI LS
o BN IR IBAE MR b, 4, FROTEAEAL E AT EAES R Z IR T, e A A At
e AN

Any other question? Let's go back to Exodus chapter twenty-five.

RREEHCFRIG? GUREH, B R LR 1058 .

[Exodus 25:31 NK]JV]
31 "You shall also make a lampstand of pure gold; the lampstand shall be of
hammered work. Its shaft, its branches, its bowls, its ornamental knobs, and

flowers shall be of one piece.

F=t—T: RERRERM—NMTE, JTEREMTS8. M BR 18, BERRE PRk, 7

Okay, so the lampstand is a stand that has lamps on it. Sometimes it's called a candlestick,

but the lamps were fueled by oil, not candle wax.

G, XEFORERE MG, HESUREEZ MR, ERZEEAR, SRdiFg “Mme” , [HE%R L
EFFASE R, T A TR SRR

[Exodus 25:32 NK]JV]
32 And six branches shall come out of its sides: three branches of the lampstand out

of one side, and three branches of the lampstand out of the other side.

=t ITEMFEME AT XF=A, BFE=1 7
So Roy, can you show us a picture of that?

Roy, REEICAT ERIEI R REZERIL?
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Very good. So this is one idea of what it might look like. It's a seven-lamp stand: one lamp in

the center, and on each side, three other lamps balancing each other.

FEFAF e KRR R TR BT BB — IMRERE, E— T MTmAR: —RETIZAERTR, W55
FHENPRI =008, B, AR,

[Exodus 25:33 NKJV]

33 Three bowls shall be made like almond blossoms on one branch, with an
ornamental knob and a flower, and three bowls made like almond blossoms on the
other branch, with an ornamental knob and a flower--and so for the six branches

that come out of the lampstand.

BN IKSFRA B, IRGEE, ARG, ASEER LA =, IRBEE, A
KB, M & BRI E A, ™

So some sort of elaborate topping to each of the six of the seven lamps.

X, R HREN DN BT, & —MT e Rk TR E I, RS TC LRI REE I,

[Exodus 25:34 NK]JV]
34 On the lampstand itself four bowls shall be made like almond blossoms, each

with its ornamental knob and flower.

F=PPUT: TEMET EENEANE, BIRGESE, FEREL. 7

[Exodus 25:35 NKJV]

35 And there shall be a knob under the first two branches of the same, a knob
under the second two branches of the same, and a knob under the third two
branches of the same, according to the six branches that extend from the

lampstand.

F=THNH: NTEBR T DUNEERGR - EE B KT & RIS DR AR ., 7
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[Exodus 25:36 NKJV]
36 Their knobs and their branches shall be of one piece; all of it shall be one

hammered piece of pure gold.

BN BRI RS B, AR R R R, 7

Okay, do you want that job? Somebody hands you a block of gold and a hammer and a couple
of nails or something, and you just start hammering it, and hammering it, and hammering it.

How long is it going to take you to hammer a block of gold into something looking like that?

G, RIS TIRIERL? A AL KRPRMEBRRTE SIS A IR, BAIR—{THE T, AlREH ) LN
¥, SRRt IUT G ER 6 EHEAMEMEETT, M, R84, 2 B2/ DB RIRERSH, K46k
URERRHIEAS, Se M T —HE— R T BOX B e, T35 R TR kde?

[Exodus 25:37-39 NKJV]
37 You shall make seven lamps for it, and they shall arrange its lamps so that they
give light in front of it. 38 And its wick-trimmers and their trays shall be of pure

gold. 3° It shall be made of a talent of pure gold, with all these utensils.

F=HER=mi: "B AN, SBAEROXAT, EATENR, AT E RSB RIEE A thE
FEd, MATEMX VIS A E RS —MiER. ~

[Exodus 25:40 NK]JV]
40 And see to it that you make them according to the pattern which was shown you

on the mountain.

BT REEEEOX S, AEIE R EARIREIREE, 7

So I'm not sure whether Moses was an artist or not. But you're up on the mountain, you've
been there for forty days, and God shows you this picture, and He says, "Make sure you
make it like that." And Roy says, "I can do that," and he reaches and he grabs his cell phone
and takes a picture of it. But Moses couldn't do that; Moses didn't have a camera on his cell

phone.
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TARDEEEA N AEREZEEZEAR, (BRI — AESIRAIL B 6 TY+R, MerBRRREER 7IXK
ERUREIEE, FRHIEI R R ORIR e EIEHORAY, BOX MRS EAZE, T AR R
FRoy, MEESY: “XAMAT! 7 EEMRSEEEETY, BN KeERA IR, [EETTE
IXAEMY, MR AT A JEARA L

But his job was to make it like that, and so I think he probably spent a lot of time looking at
the picture. And he probably said, "Lord, would You help me remember what it is supposed
to be?" And then you think, if I've got a hammer to move the gold, it's going to take me a lot

of hammering to make that.

SR, MR IR DT RUE BHEAR PSR — B, AR, PGS NI TR RIS TR], RSB
BIC N DN E ARSI, BV OFRICER AR W, SRORIT RN, AR-FIRATIZIZ,
IETRBEILE R BRSO, 7 #858, MRER, PUENATHRVEE T, 200 R sE St T/E R
T8 R, A REFTHI BRI !

So what's the next question? Why? We all want to know why, why, why.

M2, T TRIPIBSCR20E? A AZEEXMTE? 7 BE— D ANERABHR R RIS vt
L, Nty 2

All right. Now, in fact, this lampstand was going to be in the tabernacle. And it's a place
where God is, and people are to go in there—when the high priest goes in, he's going to see
the Ark of the Covenant, but there's got to be some light in there. And so this is the light
that's going to be in that dark place where God is.

g, FEE, X ERERZEERBHNZFNEL TN, [H2EGMHROLERE, IHE5ZRAH
Tio HREFFANHEFINE, ZEWMERERTLAER, HEaRZAGR, S —FHFEARLfEERE, K
e, XA, BN TN SIEE#EFE. EINNERMIETCELRIERT, A HARAEKE L
JETE,

So what's it all mean? Do you remember the line in the New Testament where Jesus said, "I
am the light of the world"? So that's supposed to be a picture of Jesus as the light of the
world. It's absolutely wonderful. Without Jesus, God would be there, but we couldn't see Him
clearly. So Jesus came in order that we would be able to see God clearly.

M2, X—YPIRKE EFERERELIR? RT—EICidfFdy e, TR aIREABRIE S : "Rt
FEPL, 7 PTRL, RXANRERBIEENST R, BRI "R WEEmg, XEZa
M A TERERREN R, IR s AN BAMRIRAFLE, (HPA DX LSRR TR A TR K
EIIEREARE, B, TEREREEIERRA S, ARZRIRR R B FREA MR AR EHE R,
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[John 9:5 NKJV]
As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world."

HRERGH AT . “FRAEH BRI, 2t ERPE, 7

But later on He's going to say to them: "As long as I'm in the world, I'll be the light of the
world, but you are the light of the world." So if we wanted to know what God was like when
we lived in the days of Jesus, we would look at Jesus. And if we want to know what God
looked like after Jesus had gone, we would look at the Christians, because they were the
light of the world.

(HERE, MO IETR: RN ERE, 5, RV EAYE. ” EMTE, WRA
MEEE WFFIANR S, NEOER IR & B R, WA KRBT )G, R TR RE MR B
—frt, TR IOE I B B X LE R B e — PRI B TE L& THIAT TS, B0 1 IX BRRE A mfY
I A,

All right, now turn over to the Book of Revelation chapter one. And in Revelation one, John is
talking about having a vision from God. And here we read verse twelve: John says, "I turned

to see the voice that spoke with me, and having turned I saw seven golden lampstands."

4Py, BUEERFALZRAMZIN A GRS — 5, ERX -8, @AW AthERERS E, SRIRILE
TR EMIREIRD R AR TS

[Revelation 1:12 NKJV]
Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven

golden lampstands,

HHT, A RENER, EERERUIENEE,; BRIk, ENENRTA, 7

[Revelation 1:20 NKJV]
The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven
golden lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the

seven lampstands which you saw are the seven churches.
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All of which says that the lampstand that we saw in Exodus is a picture of Jesus, and it is a

picture of the churches.

FITEIXEELES, FFIHLSHLBRIAE T —itd, JFOR, BAMERRMICHRTESINEAT G, AU EHERAL &
HEREE R, RIRBARE G DME B AR 2=,

So back to Exodus chapter twenty-five. And the picture now is of this lampstand that we saw

a picture of. Roy, if we can go back to that again, please. Take a look at that picture again.

EFATARHR AR IR NI+ hE, REERXESL GEE L. Roy, HEHRVIEIZEIEAT GHIEE, EXR
HHE—IRIFHEE,

Okay, so what do you notice about that picture? There are seven lamps coming out of the—
we can't see the flame, but they would come out of each of those seven tops. Do you note
that all the seven tops look alike? What are the seven churches of God supposed to look like?
They are all supposed to look like Jesus.

GFH, ERXIRERE, RITAIL 742 KT & —HA R BT RI TR — U R SRR H K
18, EAESEPR RN, B P TRalSHRIRAT IO, RITERE R, XL MBSk TR — 15—
FE? RXPURE, EHEEE, M E—PEMrENAS, BN OMRIIHRIIRE N S 247 el
BB 2 58 0T H T RRERELE Y 275 R

Okay, so we are in a church at 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel. And we take that picture, and we
say, "What does this remind us of? What should we look like?"

G, BATSRBEMEIXE, BEEL6th Avenue Gospel Chapel, BITEER ENSFHAER, FTHEZER
B “XHABRNTERYI S ER? FRAEREHEX N EX A, N 247G EARERE REHR? 7

[Exodus 25:40 NK]JV]
40 And see to it that you make them according to the pattern which was shown you

on the mountain.

BTN BRI HE R “REEEBOX D, EREEL EERIRaIRER. ”

Does that mean we can pretty much do whatever we want in 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel? We
don't report to Christian headquarters in Toronto. We report to Jesus in heaven. Can we

pretty much do whatever we want here? No, we cannot. We've got to make it like God wants
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it. And we are to be like all the other churches that want to make it like God wants to make
it. And I'm just amazed how many churches there are out there that basically say, "We're

independent; we can do it our way."

XMEEREWE, Fii116th Avenue Gospel Chapel7EERAEHIB N, #inl DAEEM . BIEAME M
TIE? FARELAMNE T 202 BMEMEEERIREE, FATERZAR LR £z £ FHBREE ALK, HiX
P AREEATAT AIEIX R, AR T, #BMEREHE EROEEE NS, &
MESER I ETHEENAS M, Riomsst g i O0E 21T, REEBI L 2R, HELhE
WE2HTREMBEZMAERR:  “BATRMNES, AR AT A Qs R Sk # =, 7

We are independent from men. We are not independent from God, and we must do it His way.
That's why we spend a lot of time trying to find out what God wants His church to be—we
want to be like God's church. And that's one reason why we come on Tuesday afternoon to

study the Bible. We want to make sure we're doing it right.

BATEIRASZ T A 2 NRIEGaE S, (ERNHERR) A AT, RICAZIE) " a5 BT
EIFARERL AR Z T, TR AEN], XN 2N TH BIL S RER LA R, X5 hES
X285, FRMAHOZBXAAE, ROV EM R i 2 OB XSS 6, Xt
BN 2ZRFER P, HREX Y S ZE— RO E PSRRI,
CREAIHREL S IE R e 2ATIEIE L b

The Tabernacle Coverings: Layers of Divine Protection

All right, Chapter twenty-six. It says:

GrEy, LEFRAIEIEI R KO0 — A RNE, & RIdE:

[Exodus 26:1 NKJV]
I "Moreover you shall make the tabernacle with ten curtains of fine woven linen
and blue, purple, and scarlet thread; with artistic designs of cherubim you shall

weave them.

F AN, REA T IEE KR, XEE T EARAIAIRRAI R G, R, R BERLUE, HHT
T 255 ERERH, ~

So the verse begins with the line, "you shall make the tabernacle," and that means the tent.
You shall make the tent. All right, and you shall make the tent with curtains. Curtains?
Really? I believe them to be the top covering of the tent. You make them of fine linen thread

—Dblue, purple, and scarlet—with artistic designs of cherubim you shall weave them.
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So if you were in this tabernacle, you would look up to the ceiling. And when you looked up,
you would find that it was fine linen woven, it was blue and purple and scarlet, and there

were pictures of cherubim there looking down on you.

R, HBERSEXEEORFS, —HRBRRMAN, FRENIBIRENREA, REZRRERET LN
HMRRH i, AT H VIR G, &SRO SRIURRIL O TR, ToERRNA R E R GE, A
REMANETZ b, HE RIS K SRR,

So when I was younger, I used to have a tent, and I would go sometimes camping with my
friends, and we'd get into the tent and I'd look up. And I would see the inside of the tent.
Sometimes I would see a hole. And I hoped it wouldn't rain! And it wasn't very interesting at
all. I said, "Close your eyes, Harold, go to sleep." This is a totally different kind of tent.

SARERMIN A, AL —TEENEEIKE, ANERILDRERERIMEE, RO e RE, —HIT
IRE LR, BRRRKESE, 2R RAR. ARSI ERMAZ BRI 7 — N, AR RE
ELEBEYORERTHAZE M. AMMEELEENZIREA S, RAEYHCH: “Harold, #1&
T, PUALEREE, BEAE, 7 OAE, BOISKREZLHEBIRXWKR, Tez—DUCEPL 2 R
EMNE

[Exodus 26:2-6 NK]JV]

2 The length of each curtain shall be twenty-eight cubits, and the width of each
curtain four cubits. And every one of the curtains shall have the same
measurements. 3 Five curtains shall be coupled to one another, and the other five
curtains shall be coupled to one another. * And you shall make loops of blue yarn
on the edge of the curtain on the selvedge of one set, and likewise you shall do on
the outer edge of the other curtain of the second set. > Fifty loops you shall make
in the one curtain, and fifty loops you shall make on the edge of the curtain that is
on the end of the second set, that the loops may be clasped to one another. ¢ And
you shall make fifty clasps of gold, and couple the curtains together with the

clasps, so that it may be one tabernacle.

BN CIENE T E R U, SEPU, 18 TR RERIRST, X TUEE TR IRIEAE, R
0~ th ZMRIEAE,  EXRDERIIE TR0 B CRIIA T fEARNERIIE TR I b Irefly, =
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[Exodus 26:7-9 NK]JV]

7 "You shall also make curtains of goats' hair, to be a tent over the tabernacle. You
shall make eleven curtains.  The length of each curtain shall be thirty cubits, and
the width of each curtain four cubits; and the eleven curtains shall all have the
same measurements. ° And you shall couple five curtains by themselves and six
curtains by themselves, and you shall double over the sixth curtain at the forefront
of the tent.

FSERE AU RERLEBR T —EE T, (iR ERE, SiEe 2R =, %, +
— Mg AR AR ST, EHU TR A R, 7 R8T R, IX /N IRE T AR BT T -
o 7

Very good. So verse seven says you shall make a curtain of goat's hair to be a tent over the

tabernacle.

EH L. BLEWIAMIER, BEIEREENZEAMEZ b, RN IR PR E BNt — I8 SR 1,
TER =2 ERIRE B,

So the inside of the tabernacle ceiling was this beautiful blue, purple, and scarlet—is that
what it was? Yes, those three colors with the cherubim. They are on the inside. And the
outside of that was the goat's hair covering. So the inner covering is for beauty, and the

outer covering of goat's hair is for protection.

AL, SUURP AR, RAIEH EEIRZTCuES, FIFHE XERBERNE G, KOS5 R ORI,
MAERXEMINEZSN, BREEE - ZELR, HILEBHREI R IINE, NRREER T, B TE
RRREERRIES 226, MANRRIILEBEM, NN 7RSS ISNION SRR R,

[Exodus 26:10-11 NKJV]

19 You shall make fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that is outermost in one set,
and fifty loops on the edge of the curtain of the second set. ! And you shall make
fifty bronze clasps, put the clasps into the loops, and couple the tent together, that

it may be one.
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[Exodus 26:12-13 NKJV]

12 The remnant that remains of the curtains of the tent, the half curtain that
remains, shall hang over the back of the tabernacle. '3 And a cubit on one side and
a cubit on the other side, of what remains of the length of the curtains of the tent,
shall hang over the sides of the tabernacle, on this side and on that side, to cover
it.

FHM =0 CERR AR E R ORAIRR T, ERAKENE L. SRR, X
B, ARE—, EEEMEAIMS, Rk,

So there's a second layer, then—a layer of extra protection, and it hangs over the sides and
the back.

AL, XRREMEHNSE B —e2 iR, MEmyiE R S RAMSENIETT, BRI
[ — 22— 2SRRI

[Exodus 26:14 NKJV]
14 "You shall also make a covering of ram skins dyed red for the tent, and a

covering of badger skins above that.

FAPT . XEMARAR AR MEM S, BRERE MBS, 7

So the question is: how many roofs were there over the tabernacle? There was a beautiful
layer inside, and then there's the goat's hair layer, and then there's the ram skins dyed red
layer, and there is the badger skins layer above that. All of which provides wonderful

protection against the elements.

AEARER T XM EEFIRE, Lk EREER 72 0ERIE? REREHEERME. HELRH
AHRRPME; H 7 R EEREAILE B EM; T 2 —ERKEihL,. R BRI AT TR
BEEEXD. MEMRIERE, XURZERGFREESM, NHPREYH 7R EE
S

It is a picture of marvelous protection. Protection against the elements that would be

fighting against the Christian. Somebody says, "I couldn't become a Christian. If I were to
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become a Christian, something bad would happen to me—I don't know what it would be.
Somebody could come in and do something, or maybe a storm could come—the calamities of

life. I don't know how I could possibly survive as a Christian."

XEDRTHERTH), BHATDRITER, RIATATIXN 2 REATH, ©62% B TR AP SR
REREEE, AABFRLAERE:  “BABEON—PMNHEIEREERE, MRFEOLIERE, AR
THE R ARG S EE2M? BFA NSRRI HER, 0P AL RN R A 2 KN — AR SE R R KA
M, SACRAEHER, EHHREHRE, BN —MRIGNEERE, BarREFEEE T~ 7

What do you think would happen to this tabernacle if it rained? You've got four roofs. If you
only had one roof like sometimes I have had in my tent, and a shingle breaks and the drops
come in... But if I had three roofs above my roof, do you think the rain would come in?

Among other things, it is a picture that our God is a God of protection. He will protect you.

HREEI, JRMME., EXERARE, XU FHRSERE2M? ek LESEERBIE™EELH
FRTON ! AR EGIARTAR N R HIIKE — R A — BT, — BTN, 7K H E e B R A VR A
e bo wlE, WRIRMETE EIRE S 7 =210, WMASMERRMER, e gt —
KIS? X TerE AR E & — D EHE: TATTAIFRSIATLT PRF A, A0 2 R o U [ ) JE et

Moses, are you getting the picture? He's there on the mountain with God, and all of this stuff
is coming at him. He said, "This is overwhelming! This is amazing. What are you doing,
God?" God says, "Moses, for the rest of your time, for the rest of time, I'm going to live with
the people. I'm going to live with them, and I'm going to protect them. And I want them to be
able to look and see, in picture form, that God is a God who cares for them and will protect
them." I think it's beautiful.

JEVE, 1RE IWIXNE)E RAVEERR TIE? SIS — AMESEM ARz b, IR, 3R
EHERERHRR AR, iamE: W, XSAERARRER, KA BT ! EFREEH EpE
FERTORITIE? 7 MmOt “EE, ELUERNIEBRS A, HFDKOKZIE, ARG IRATE LR
F, WESMIEE R, RERBERGH LEMNT, REILMIEEE MR R RE RSN, #
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The Standing Boards: Order, Unity, and Purpose

Alright, so those are some of the pictures of the roof and the sides of the building. Verse

fifteen says:

GrE, DAEBAT TR 7T 2R IS S A eitt, 8 PRAES + I, MHGTERR TSR RIX TR MK
T [ 2R
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[Exodus 26:15 NK]JV]
15 "And for the tabernacle you shall make the boards of acacia wood, standing

upright.

BRI IR ORI R, 7

How is this tent going to stand together? When I had my little tent, we used to have a pole.
And the pole would support the roof, and we tied it down in the corners, and so everything

was held up, but the pole kept it together.

IR ZIXTRFER IR, 5852 EAAIFE I A B /K IERI TR DT, AR XU A0 8 AR AS S 2 R E? 7E3R
DARTAR N E B A MKZ R, FPRSINZE —REAT, XARAF I, AERAEN D ARnEdE . A
HETREE e, RARBRAMEZ R, B EhRMR ST AR 4R e i,

[Exodus 26:16-17 NKJV]
16 Ten cubits shall be the length of a board, and a cubit and a half shall be the
width of each board. '” Two tenons shall be in each board for binding one to

another. Thus you shall make for all the boards of the tabernacle.

FHAMTET: “HEIRER T, S, PRI AR, ik DI RIHRER R A
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[Exodus 26:18-19 NKJV]
'8 And you shall make the boards for the tabernacle, twenty boards for the south
side. '° You shall make forty sockets of silver under the twenty boards: two sockets

under each of the boards for its two tenons.

) RIS IR AR AR R, AR AR AP N R AR . PR R B
HUPIHE, RIS RIROAR A,

[Exodus 26:20-21 NKJV]
20 And for the second side of the tabernacle, the north side, there shall be twenty

boards 2! and their forty sockets of silver: two sockets under each of the boards.
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[Exodus 26:22-25 NKJV]

22 For the far side of the tabernacle, westward, you shall make six boards. 2?3 And
you shall also make two boards for the two back corners of the tabernacle. ?* They
shall be coupled together at the bottom and they shall be coupled together at the
top by one ring. Thus it shall be for both of them. They shall be for the two corners.
25 So there shall be eight boards with their sockets of silver--sixteen sockets--two

sockets under each of the boards.
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[Exodus 26:26-27 NKJV]
26 "And you shall make bars of acacia wood: five for the boards on one side of the
tabernacle, 27 five bars for the boards on the other side of the tabernacle, and five

bars for the boards of the side of the tabernacle, for the far side westward.
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So if you're going to build it, you'd have to read it again and again, and keep trying to put it

all together.
AL, QNSROR1ZE DA A 206 S T, RIS AR 2 A RS AR A [ T T- 1 i A ]
7 RELE v g HE I L 7 SRR BRI S A 1 2 R

[Exodus 26:28 NKJV]
28 The middle bar shall pass through the midst of the boards from end to end.
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So all these boards are standing one against another all the way along. And then there's a
bar that runs this way through them to hold them all together.
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[Exodus 26:29-30 NKJV]
29 You shall overlay the boards with gold, make their rings of gold as holders for
the bars, and overlay the bars with gold. 3° And you shall raise up the tabernacle

according to its pattern which you were shown on the mountain.
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So Moses now is taking instructions. They are going to be building something that has never
been seen nor built before. It's made of acacia wood, and acacia wood was a very strong,
permanent, lasting wood. And it was very, very heavy, and it was all overlaid with gold.
You've never seen anything like it. It's just a tent in the middle of the wilderness, and yet it's

absolutely beautiful.
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And all the boards are standing one against another, and then the bars running through
them. Why is that? Because it's going to have to move. The people are moving, and the
tabernacle is going to move with them. So that's why it's not a permanent building; it's a
tent. And the only reason you need a tent is because you've got to move from here to there.
So you need some men to carry the Ark of the Covenant, and you need some men to carry
these boards.
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Verse sixteen: "Ten cubits shall be the length of the board, and a cubit and a half the width of
the board." Ten cubits would be fifteen feet long. A cubit and a half would be eighteen inches

wide. Okay, and it's completely covered with gold.
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Anyone want to volunteer to pick it up and carry it across town? If so, raise your hand. That's
heavy stuff! The children of Israel were to march from here to there, to here to there, to here
to there. Was their marching easy? Not really, no. And some people were designated—the

Levites were designated; their job was to carry all this stuff.
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So they had to carry their own material when they traveled, but they had to carry God's
provision as well. They carried the tabernacle and all its fixtures, and it was a big job, but it
was absolutely amazing! And you can imagine what the people who were living around them

thought when this tabernacle came into town. It was a big, wonderful deal.
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All right, we haven't gone into very much detail on this. God is saying to His people: "I want
to live with you." And so He sets up these conditions, which are very impressive. And God
says: "I want to live with you Christians today, and I've given you this book—it's very

impressive."
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And we say: "Lord, would You help me? I want to build my life, I want to build my church in
the way that You showed Moses in the mount. I want to make sure that I'm living my life

right, so that other people will see, so that everything will work together properly."
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Okay, two quick things. Number one: do you think that this would have been impressive to
see? And I think the answer is yes. All the children of Israel would have said, "Wow!" when

they saw it, and everybody else would say, "Wow!" too.
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What do you think would have happened if they were putting that tabernacle together and
one of the boards was missing? And somebody says, "Where is that other board?" And some
Levite says, "Well, we were tired, so we didn't bother coming today." And somebody else
would say, "What if it rains?" "Well, I don't think it's going to rain."
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All this is beautiful when it works. And all this is confusion and emptiness when some people
say, "I don't have to do my job, you know. I know I can do whatever I want." It's all designed

to make sure that we don't do what we want; we've got to do what our God wants.
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All right, well, that's our story for today. Carrying on next week. Let's pray.
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Lord, it's true, Your ways are bigger than our ways. And often we don't even understand Your
ways, but that doesn't really matter, Lord. What does matter is that we acknowledge that
You're God, and when You speak, You speak with authority, and for us to say no would be the
height of folly. So help us Lord. Our prayer would be that each of us would say, "Lord, I want
You to make me according to the pattern that was shown in the mount, I want to be like
Jesus." Let me give thanks now in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ asking You for blessing.

Amen.
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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