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Introduction: The Women of the Gospels

Well, we have a different kind of message this morning. I was thinking to myself as I looked
around the group here. You know what I see when I look around? I see a lot of women. That
is pretty nice. Did you know that God loves women? He likes men too, but God loves women.
So I thought maybe today we would see what we can learn about women from the stories of
a few women in the Gospels. We do not have time to go into full detail today, but I am going

to give you a bit of an overview.
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The Sinner Woman Who Anointed Jesus

Please turn with me to Luke chapter seven, and we will look at verse thirty-six.
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[Luke 7:36-38 NK]JV] - 3¢ Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And
He went to the Pharisee's house, and sat down to eat. 37 And behold, a woman in
the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the
Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 3¢ and stood at His feet
behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped
them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed them with the

fragrant oil.
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So, what kind of a woman was that? She was a sinner woman. We do not know what kind of
life she lived, but I assume it was pretty bad. The Pharisee who owned the house knew she
was a bad woman. But she came and loved the Lord Jesus. She anointed Him with this

fragrant oil, which was probably very expensive.
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Mary of Bethany

Let us turn to John chapter eleven. We are moving fast today! In John chapter eleven, we will
take a look at verses one and two.
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[John 11:1-2 NKJV] - ! Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of
Mary and her sister Martha. ? It was that Mary who anointed the Lord with

fragrant oil and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.
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Now, was this woman similar to the sinner woman we just read about in Luke? This Mary
was an outstanding woman. We read a little bit about her here and there in the scriptures;
she was a wonderful woman. She had a brother whose name was Lazarus, but verse one
implies that she and her sister were actually more famous than their brother. She was very
much like the other woman—both of them anointed the Lord with oil and wiped His feet with
their hair.
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What do we learn from this? The Lord Jesus loves bad women, and the Lord Jesus loves
really good women. And I am going to say, yes, He loves everyone in between. Jesus loved

and respected women.
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The Women Who Accompanied and Provided

Let us turn back to Luke chapter eight. In Luke chapter eight, we will pick up at verse two.

Actually, we had better start at verse one.
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[Luke 8:1-3 NKJV] - ' Now it came to pass, afterward, that He went through every
city and village, preaching and bringing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God.
And the twelve were with Him, ? and certain women who had been healed of evil
spirits and infirmities--Mary called Magdalene, out of whom had come seven
demons, ° and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many

others who provided for Him from their substance.
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You must remember that Jesus was an itinerant preacher. He went from town to town, from
place to place, and the twelve traveled with Him. When He went from place to place, how
many men were there? Thirteen men. What would you do if you walked out onto the street

and saw thirteen men coming? You would say, "That is strange!"
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So, who was in this entourage? There was Jesus, the twelve disciples, these two or three
named women, and then a lot of other women. What do we know about them? Verse two tells
us that many of them had been healed of evil spirits. One of them was Mary Magdalene, out
of whom had come seven demons. I often think that I would not have wanted to meet Mary

before she became a Christian!
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And who was with her? Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward. Think about Mary
Magdalene—she was right down at the bottom of society. But what do we know about
Joanna? She was the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward. She was a political woman, right at the
top of society. Mary Magdalene had been at the bottom, and she trusted the Lord Jesus as
Savior. Joanna had been at the top, and she trusted the Lord Jesus as Savior. Then Susanna
was there as well. We do not know many details about Susanna, but we do know that many

other women were there as well.
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And what did they do? They provided for Him from their substance. I am not sure, but some
of them might have had a little bit of money. Some of them might have been good cooks.
Some of them might have been very friendly people who liked to speak to others as they
traveled along. It is interesting that they did not just follow passively. It was not just the
disciples who went; the women went along too. They did not go to usurp the position of the
disciples, but they went along to help. How many women were there? Many. It must have
been a wonderful group. It was almost like a mobile church, was it not? They all went
together. I think they had a lot of happy times together and probably shared a lot of

fellowship lunches.
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The Mothers at the Cross

Let us turn now to Matthew chapter twenty-seven. You remember when the Lord Jesus
Christ died on the cross, there were some women who were watching at a distance, and they

noticed everything that was happening. Let us look at the end of the chapter, verse fifty-five.
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[Matthew 27:55-56 NKJV] - °> And many women who followed Jesus from Galilee,
ministering to Him, were there looking on from afar, °® among whom were Mary
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee's

sons.
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Where did these women come from? Mostly from Galilee. They had traveled with the
disciples, and they had traveled a very long way—all the way from Galilee to Jerusalem. It
must have been very interesting as they traveled. Who were they? Verse fifty-six mentions
Mary Magdalene, whom we read about earlier as the woman out of whom seven demons
were cast. There was also another Mary, the mother of James and Joses. She was the mother
of these two men who were probably disciples or very close to them. As a mother, her sons
traveled with her, or rather, she traveled with her sons.
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And the mother of Zebedee's sons was there as well. Who was Zebedee, and who were his
sons? His sons were James and John. They were fishermen, along with Peter and Andrew.
When Peter and Andrew became disciples, James and John became disciples at the exact
same time. Their mother said, "We are going to follow as well. My sons are disciples, so I am
going to follow that group, and I will help. I am going to minister to them." We are not told
all the details of what they did, but they were typical mothers.
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Quiet and Unassuming Service

For those of you who are mothers, do you keep a list of everything you do for your children
every day? Do you get a notebook and, at five o'clock in the morning, start writing down
what you do all day long, at seven o'clock, ten o'clock at night, still writing down all the
things you do? Mothers, raise your hand if you do that! You would say, "Of course not! I don't
do that. I'm a mother. I don't keep a record of everything I do. I just do it because I love my
children and I know I should." These mothers in the Gospels did not keep a list, and their

sons did not keep a list either. But God kept the list of everything they did.

FEREMBERR, RIS BRITE SIS —FEERIC R PRIG? RE—PDEILA, B LR
K, A —BRMIVES Tk, 2 bt T, EEERERMIFTEERNE? GRS &
R, HET! RRU: "HAAR! BAAIKEEE, TR MEEE, RARRIERBIMME R, &
XL OB ROV RERIZ ], 1 EFRANEXZ IR ), 7 IXEERE S AR A YIS, 4]
HLFATHEE S TR, (BRI S — DTERICE M £ 7o

I think that is wonderful. These mothers loved the work of God. They loved Jesus so much
that they followed their sons into the service of God to help, to minister, and to do all the
things that only mothers can do. Those are just some of the mothers in the Bible, but I was
so encouraged to read about them, and I said, "You know, they were a great blessing to the

work of God in Jesus' day!"
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Some of you here may come from the very, very top of society, and some of you probably
come from the very, very bottom, but most of us come from the confused middle. Jesus
appreciates everyone. What a privilege it is to serve Jesus! What a privilege it is to be in His
family, to be part of our Father's house, where there is joy, joy, joy all the time! We are called

to serve Him in an unassuming way, just to serve Him quietly every day.
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So, thank the Lord for your mothers as well as your fathers. And by the grace of God, keep
on being a mother to the work of God.
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Closing Prayer

Lord, we want to thank You for these simple stories of simple women and their sons, and all
the others who were servants of the Lord. We know that one day they will not go
unrewarded. Lord, may each of us say, "I want to be a servant of Jesus too. I want to go to my
Father's house, and when I get there, I want to live there." Thank You, Lord, for our time
together today, and we pray that You will bless us over our luncheon this afternoon. We ask

these things in Jesus' name, amen.
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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