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The Sacred Romance and the Family of God

Now, say you're not alone if one day you're not kingdom to this world, you are. My heart will
be beating, my heart will reach me and make me. For a long time, the sacred romance in
wonderful life came down to this world tonight. Let's hold the beating, my body's racing, can
you hear the whistle blow? Remain one day. On Sunday morning, this choir is going to sing

that piece. I'm not sure when on Monday we're going to do it, but it sounds good.
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Okay, we're going to sing another one that's somewhat similar, and it is "The Family of God":
“I'm so glad I'm a part of the family of God. I've been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His
blood. We're joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod, for I'm part of the family, the family
of God."
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Very good! "Blinds the glare and the purple of the champagne of God, I've been lost in the
moments. When dawn is gone, draw your tears and your cheeks as they dry, your eyes on the
stars forever on the fountain. Thank Thee, O God, you're a rushing, rising brother and sister
of me. It's because we're a family and these folks are so near, when one has a heartbeat, we
all shed a tear and rejoice in eternity." In Spanish, "so dear Lord, so fair, I'm afraid. Of the
family of God, I was born in the fountain, raised by a smile, joined hands with the teachers,
as we tremble in song for a part of the family." Darling, let me outgo from the dark on the
ocean of the waterfall. No longer a downcast, the new star I see, from grace and to riches,
from the... to the strong, I'm not worthy to be here, but with what I belong, I'm so glad I'm a
part of the family of God, and I'm yours in the fountain. Let's find the world, try to chase the

teasers as they trample this song, for I'm part of the family.
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What Is the Bible All About?

Well, as you know, I keep asking myself the question—especially in the light of this class—I
keep asking myself the question: What is the Bible all about?
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And so recently I've been saying, you know, I think there are four parts to the Bible. The first
part, I am going to say, is the history of the Bible, the history of the children of Israel, all the
way from Genesis down through Malachi—that's not really what I intended to say. All the
way from Genesis down through the return of the children of Israel to Jerusalem and Judea
after Ezra.
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Because we've got Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, going all the way down, Ezra, Nehemiah,
Esther, all those books. And if you were to read all those books in order, what conclusion

would you reach?
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And it might go something like this: you would realize the failure of man, in spite of the
presence of God. Do you ever remember reading parts of that story and you say, "Why did
that man do that? Why didn't he just trust the Lord?"
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And David was such a wonderful man; why did Solomon marry a thousand wives? And
Solomon was such a wonderful man; why was Rehoboam so foolish? You read all that and
you say, "Lord, I want to follow You; I don't want to make the mistakes those people made."
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So, that's number one; keep that in mind. Number two: you get to the last half of the Old
Testament, and it's all about the prophets—prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, all

the way down to Malachi. Prophecy, prophecy, prophecy!
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And it's all about the judgments of God, in spite of the warnings of God. Prophecies are all

warnings, and the people go ahead and they do foolish things anyway.
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The New Testament: Salvation and Grace

Okay, with that as a background, what do you get when you get to the first part of the New

Testament? The New Testament is the salvation of man because of the grace of God.
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If all you read was the Old Testament, do you think you might get discouraged? I think you
would. But when you get to the Gospels, you say, "Jesus really does love me." You say, "My
sins can be forgiven." You read that He promises to give you a life of joy, and then you get to

go to heaven. Okay, so frankly, I like the Gospels.
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What's next? What's the last half of the New Testament all about? Would you be surprised if I
were to tell you that the last half of the New Testament is what we're supposed to do after

Jesus saves us?
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The Old Testament teaches us all about our need. The Gospels tell us how Jesus can save us.
And then you and I ask, "So then what? What comes next?" And there are many questions

that you could put at that point.
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One answer you could get would be: you get to be rich. A lot of people would like the New
Testament to end that way. And the next one could be that there's going to be a world, and
the world is going to be a wonderful place, and I'm going to live in this wonderful world. And
you can think of many other possible themes that could be after you trust the Lord Jesus

Christ as your Savior.
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The Priority of the Church

But I think you'll agree that the last half of the New Testament is all about the church, or the
family of God. "I'm so glad I'm a part of the family of God." That's what the last half of the

New Testament is all about.
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It's about seven letters that were written to seven churches. Actually, it was nine letters
written to seven churches by the apostle Paul, and in Revelation, there are seven more

letters written to seven other churches by the Lord Jesus Christ.
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And you put it all together, and it's really a look at what the family of God, what the church is
all about. What is the most important organization in the world today? The United Nations?
The allied powers or the other opposing powers? Answer: no. It's all about the church of
God.
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No, Donald Trump, I don't think he believes that. And I think there are many politicians in
China who don't believe that either. But that's the most important thing. After you trust the
Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, the most important thing is the church of Jesus Christ,
the family of God.



TAVNFPNE- R SHEX A, THRIANEFEEERZBE MG — K. EXHLRREER
FG, VRS EEERIE SN IRERE DG, REZREFHLZIREENAS, HITARRE,

So just a few contrasts or a few other possibilities. Some people say, "The most important
thing is what are you going to eat? What are you going to wear? How are you going to carry

on?" Matthew chapter six, verse thirty-one says:
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[Matthew 6:31 NKJV]
"Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or

'What shall we wear?'
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[Matthew 6:33 NKJV]
But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall
be added to you.
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Why doesn't the New Testament—why isn't the last half of the New Testament all about
getting rich? Because that's not important. When you get to heaven, riches aren't going to
really be that important. Down here, you walk on the street that's made of concrete or
asphalt; there, you're going to walk on a street that's made of gold. Are you going to feel
really bad and say, "Oh, I wish I'd brought some asphalt with me, really, I could have brought

a whole box of asphalt"?
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Setting Our Affections on the Spiritual Family

Now, other people say, "What really is important is my natural family. My mother, my sister,
my brother, my father, my children—they're what's important in life." Look at Luke, chapter

fourteen, please. Luke chapter fourteen, and verse twenty-six:
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[Luke 14:26 NKJV]
"If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children,

brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.
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What's all that mean? That means that Jesus is far more important than our natural
affections, our natural responsibilities. So what is important? Is it important that we care for

our natural family? Yes, but God's family is more important.
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Remember now, we've been studying about the fact that the Lord Jesus, at the Last Supper,
sat down for the Passover. The Passover was to be eaten by the family. Who did the Lord

Jesus eat the Passover with? The disciples—His spiritual family.
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Alright, what do other people think? Well, they think, you know, "The first thing you've got to
do is get a really good education." Is education important? And the answer is yes. How

important? Not very much. Book of Colossians chapter two, verse eight:
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[Colossians 2:8 NKJV]

Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to



the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not

according to Christ.
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When I went to school as a boy, one of the first things I learned was that Mother Nature had
done a lot of wonderful things. I was only in grade one. I thought, "Who on earth is Mother
Nature?" I said, "I never met her." It didn't make much sense to me, but that was education

in grade one!
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When I went to university, I learned a lot of other nonsense. Basically, they went out of their
way when we were at university to teach us that there was no God and the Bible was
foolishness. But verse eight says, "Beware lest anyone cheat you or spoil you through

philosophy." Unless you're very careful, education can do that.
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And I told you about John Lennox and Stan Ford, didn't I? John Lennox—if you get a chance,
listen to him on Google. John Lennox is one of the most outstanding, brilliant, intelligent
educators in the world today. He's got three or four doctorates, I'm not sure, maybe five, and
he's a marvelous defender of the faith. If you see anything by him, read it, listen to it. It's

outstanding material. He was a professor at Oxford University.
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He had a friend whose name was Stan Ford. By the grace of God, both of those men have

preached at 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel. You don't deserve it, but that happened.
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The difference between John Lennox and Stan Ford is this: John Lennox got several
doctorates, and Stan Ford never went to one day of school. He missed grade one, grade two,
grade three, grade four, and he never did graduate from high school, obviously, and he never

went to university.
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He lived with his fists. As a young man, he was a champion boxer; if you got in his way, that
was the end of you. And then he trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Savior. And John Lennox

invited him to Oxford, to teach the people in Oxford the Bible.
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The High Calling of the Family of God

Okay. What is it that the Christian has been called to? To make money? Serve your family?
Get a brilliant education? Make a big name for yourself through personal achievement? And
the answer to all that is no. The most important thing in the life of the Christian is the
family of God, the church of God. That's the most important thing. And the life of the
Christian—that's what the last half of the New Testament is all about; it's all about the
church.

AL, BEEMERAR N 20?7 BERERID? IREIRIRE? RERENMIIAE? £ E VIR E ERfs
FE? MIrERENEERZ: M. AEEEmhREENSE, BHIORKE, SHNAS, X4 REE
PR EERNS, XWEHAEFTENEHANE—rie2R X TAIN.

And the people on the street don't understand that, and most Christians don't understand
that. Yeah, believe it. But the Bible says the New Testament is divided into two parts.

Number one: how to become a Christian by the grace of God through what Jesus did for you!
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And the second half: how to live as a Christian in the family of God, in the church, by the

power of the Spirit of God who is given to you.
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Is the church important? What's the most important building on 16th Avenue? Gospel Chapel
—sorry, on 16th Avenue. Some people would say Choys; other people would say Starbucks.

Jesus says: the church of Jesus Christ, that's more important! That's the most important!
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And our time is gone again. I apologize, that's all we can say this morning.
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Lord, we want to thank You for the family of God. I'm so glad I'm part of it. And Lord, our
prayer is that each of us would recognize the priority—not of our family, but of Your family.
The church is Your family, and we want to be faithful in that. And help us to be faithful in
everything else too, including our own personal family. We give thanks. We pray that You'll

bless us and use us in Your family for Your glory. And we give thanks in Jesus' name. Amen.
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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