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Introduction: Objections to the Word

So I thought this morning we would consider some simple truths, I guess, but some reasons
why people don't believe the Bible. I want to turn with you to the very beginning of the Bible
to see if we can find some reasons why people don't believe the Bible.
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All right, Genesis chapter four. People often start reading the Bible in the book of Genesis.
And when they read in the book of Genesis, they often say, "Oh, that doesn't look right."

Genesis chapter four, verse eight.
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Cain and Abel: The Bold Truth of Human Brokenness

[Genesis 4:8 NKJV]
Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the
field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him.
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And you know, some people read that and they say, "This can't be a true book. This is
terrible. Who wants to read a book about that? Cain, the first boy ever to be born in the
world, kills his younger brother." So you can understand some people saying, "I don't think

this is a very good book. That can't be right."
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And then you get to chapter three. Genesis chapter three, turn back to chapter three. And
you'll remember it's a story about a conversation that was held. In the conversation, there
was Adam and Eve, and God, and a talking snake. Would you believe a book like that? As
soon as you open the book, one of the first stories you read is about a talking snake. And
people would say, "I can't read a book about a talking snake. How foolish do you think I am?
This book can't be right."
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So those are two reasons why people might not believe the Bible: number one, because Cain

killed Abel; and number two, because it talks about a talking snake.
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The Creation of Eve: A Beautiful Picture

All right, so the third reason that people often don't believe the Bible is in chapter two. And

we'll read verse twenty-one.
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[Genesis 2:21-22 NKJV]

21 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He
took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. %2 Then the rib which the
LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the

man.
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And some people say, "How could you possibly believe a book like that, that tells you that the
first woman was made out of the rib of the first man?" Evolution doesn't even attempt to
address such a peculiar issue. Why would people believe a book that starts in such a
different, weird, peculiar way? It's supposed to be a book of good news, but it starts with the
firstborn killing the secondborn, talks about a talking snake, and says the first woman was
made out of the rib of the first man. And so people say, "I don't believe the Bible. It's a foolish
book."
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And what would happen if you kept reading the Bible? You might find something amazing
about the fact that Cain killed Abel. What has happened since the days of Cain and Abel?
War. Are there any people who have been killed in war in this last century? Are there any

people killed in war in the month of June, 20267? Yes.
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Why would the Bible be so bold as to say that the firstborn son killed the secondborn son?
Because all down through the generations, men have killed their brothers. Why do people
believe the Bible? Because the Bible was bold enough to tell the truth right at the very
beginning. And the very reason that some people disbelieve the Bible is the reason why
others believe the Bible. They say the Bible is bold enough to say that man has got a big
problem—the first son killed his brother.
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The Talking Snake: Deception and Reality

But what about the problem of the talking snake? It's almost ridiculous, isn't it? You
remember the story of that conversation. Adam and Eve were in a conversation with God and
the talking snake. And what did Adam and Eve do? They disbelieved God and they believed

the talking snake. How ludicrous!
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Can you imagine a talking snake wiggling down the steps, coming into the room here? When
it gets to the bottom, it says, "Hi Josh, how are you?" Josh says, "What's going on?" Okay, and
you and I say, "I'd never listen to a talking snake." What was the truth associated with the
talking snake? The truth is that the devil was behind the talking snake, and the devil was
talking to Adam and Eve through the talking snake.
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Now, is that the last time that the devil talked to people? If the devil were to come down the
stairs now, and he had two horns, and he was breathing fire, and he carried a terrible
pitchfork, and he said, "Hi Josh," what would Josh do? He'd be out the back door so fast, you
couldn't see him. Okay, he doesn't do that.
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But if you were to watch, and down the stairs came an angel of light, and you were to look at
him, and you'd say, "That's beautiful." Would you know for certain that that was the devil?
You'd say, "No." But the Bible teaches you that the devil appears as an angel of light. And the
devil has been talking to people as an angel of light, and as a talking snake, he's been talking
to people all down through the ages. To whom do most people listen—to God or the talking

snake?
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And the fact is, most people in the world today would rather listen to the devil through any
kind of talking snake than listen to God. Why do some people not listen to God? Because it
talks about a talking snake. Why are some people absolutely convinced that the Bible is true?

Because it talks about the talking snake right in the beginning and says, "This is the central



issue of life. You either listen to God, or you listen to the talking snake and all his lies." But
they listen to the talking snake.
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The Bride of Christ: Formed from the Side

Then why does the Bible tell us that a woman was made out of the rib of a man? That's not
the way the other animals were made. A female cow isn't made out of the rib of a male bull.
Why that different picture? Why? See the amazing difference of that picture. Again, evolution
has nothing related to that. What's going on?
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What was the name of the first man? Adam. What is the name of the last Adam? His name is
Jesus. The first Adam—how did the first Adam get a wife? God took part of his side, and He
worked on it, and worked on it, and He made a bride for Adam. What happened to the last
Adam? What happened to the last Adam? He went to the cross.
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What happened just before He died on the cross, or just after—I can't remember. One of
them took a spear and they thrust it into His side, and out came blood and water. What do
we know about the blood? We know this: the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin.
That blood that flowed from Jesus did what? That blood purchased the redemption, the

forgiveness of sins, for all the Christians who have ever lived.
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Now, the line that we read says that the Lord took the rib of Adam, and out of that He made
the woman, Eve. But that word "rib" actually, most of the time, reads and is translated "side".
It was from the rib, the side, that the Lord made Eve.
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And if you go to the end of verse twenty-two, we read, "from man made God a woman." That
word "made" is actually "built". It's the same word that describes Noah when he made or
built an ark. Was that a big deal when Noah built an ark? Yeah, sure. How long did it take
him? We're not told precisely, probably over a hundred years. Was that a big construction
job? Yes, it was. But when Noah was finished building the ark, the ark was able to ride over

the waves, and Noah lived happily ever after.

QUIRIRIERNSE —+ IR, TR “HABA S BRI EER T — N o XEK 8T
FEESCHSRhR B CEET RURUE, XS RN TS S 75 AN A AR A — R TR T AR
HERFAID? S, ML 72 KINA? ZLAWYISIREN, KE—H25, 2D RRIVEFTT
Hig? 2/, Wse. ESEEET MG, FTRBEBERIRPNT, T |7 =@ a4,

So when God built Eve, how long did it take Him? Did He just do it like that? The answer is
probably not. This word "made", "built", means a big, long project. It probably took a long
time. Now, Eve was the bride of Adam. Who is the bride of Jesus? All the Christians who

believe in Him. When we all get to heaven, what will we be? We will be Jesus' bride.
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What part of the bride will I be? What part of the bride will you be? Okay, in my body, I've
been told—I've never counted, but I've been told—that there are about three trillion cells in
my body. They're all part of my body. When we get to heaven, we are all going to be part of
the bride of Jesus Christ. Is the bride of Jesus Christ important? Adam, was Eve important?
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Okay, you can imagine Adam going to sleep, and waking up, and saying, "Something's
wrong." And then he looks over and sees Eve. What do you think Adam said when he saw
Eve? I heard one preacher answer that question once. The preacher asked, "What did Adam

say when he saw Eve?" His answer was, "Wow!"
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What is Jesus—what has God been doing over the last two thousand years? He is building a
bride for His Son, Jesus. Jesus said, "I will build My church." Is it important that we have a
story in the Bible of how God created Eve? Yes, because it's a beautiful picture of how God is

creating a bride for Jesus.
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Now, when we get to heaven and there is the marriage supper of the Lamb, when Jesus looks
at His bride, what do you think He's going to say? He might not say "Wow," but when you see
the bride, and you are the bride at the marriage supper of the Lamb, what are you going to

say? You're going to say, "Wow!" So beautiful, so wonderful.
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Frankly, I'm going to look in the mirror, and I'm going to say, "Harold, you never thought
you'd ever look this good." Why do people say, "I don't believe the Bible. It's got that stupid
story about how Eve was created"? And you and I open the Bible, and we see a picture in
chapter two—that "foolish" picture of how God made Eve—and we say, "What a beautiful

picture of what God is doing in me—a bride for Jesus!"

HEW, RERKET, REH: “BPE, RAIKREEE A ORISR ATE, ” Mt MI&EH:  “&,
PHEES, HEEAHRTEERIMTYOER &R 2 MIRMBITITEE, 5 =527 —REmE
—ARRAE A AE R “BEE” M eNEEERNEE —MNANR U “XEZAZMN—iEmE, T e
5 ERr ER LA E— ZHRER A B! 7

And then we say, "Only God would write a book like that. Only God would write the Bible.
Only God would raise the vital issues in picture form and in real form, right at the beginning

to say, 'Listen, I'm God. This is what I'm doing.
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What do you and I say? We say, "God, if that's what You're doing, I want to be part of it." God
says, "Matthew, follow Me." You and I say, "I will too, Lord."
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Conclusion: Choosing to Believe

Lord, we want to thank You for the Bible and the pictures in the Bible. And we thank You that
the Bible isn't wrong. We thank You that it's marvelously right. And we thank You that the
promises in the Bible are far greater than we could ever have imagined, and we thank You
that they're all true. And therefore, we would respond and say, "Lord Jesus, I choose to
believe You." So thank You for Your kindness to us, Lord. We give thanks in Jesus' name.

Amen.
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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