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The Priestly Garments and Their Significance

Excuse me, I'll get my voice going in a minute. We are going to carry on in the book of
Exodus. You remember the general theme: the children of Israel came out of Egypt, and they
got to Mount Sinai, and the Lord gave them the law. And then He gave them instructions as
to how to build the tabernacle and what to do. And then after many months, He led them
from there into their progress toward the promised land. But before they got to move, He
had to train them and teach them as to what it is they should do in their relationship with
Him. So it is with the Christian. Our responsibility is not just to do for the Lord; we have to

be for the Lord as well.
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So our studies this afternoon are in the book of Exodus, chapter twenty-eight. What we're
studying really is the preparation of the tabernacle for the people of God and the preparation
of the priests for the work of God. So the section we're in right now is the section on the
clothing that is required for the priests. So they were—He was to make clothes for them, and
then He was to have a breastplate made. And the breastplate was simply a cloth, probably
five or six inches square, embroidered on it twelve precious stones. And then on the precious
stones, the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. And they were to be placed on the heart of
Aaron. They would be a part of this part of his ceremonial dress, but it was over the heart.
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So picking up now our story in verse twenty-eight:
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[Exodus 28:28-29 NKJV]

28 They shall bind the breastplate by means of its rings to the rings of the ephod,
using a blue cord, so that it is above the intricately woven band of the ephod, and
so that the breastplate does not come loose from the ephod. ?° "So Aaron shall bear
the names of the sons of Israel on the breastplate of judgment over his heart, when

he goes into the holy place, as a memorial before the LORD continually.

So the job of the priest was to be holding, carrying on his heart, the names of the people. He
was to bring the people to God, and he was to love the people as God loved the people. And
that's a wonderful picture of our Lord Jesus Christ. If you were to look at the heart of the
Lord Jesus, you would see that it is filled with the love for His people. Yes, Jesus has you on
His heart.
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But there's more to it than that, in verse number thirty:
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[Exodus 28:30 NKJV]

30 And you shall put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim,
and they shall be over Aaron's heart when he goes in before the LORD. So Aaron
shall bear the judgment of the children of Israel over his heart before the LORD

continually.

So the question is: what are these Urim and Thummim? Actually, we're told very little about
them in Scripture. They were quite possibly a couple of precious stones that were in the
breastplate; we're not sure of those details. What we are sure of is that they had a special
place of power in discerning what should be done, and they had a special place of
forgiveness as well. There was some special power associated with this breastplate, with
Aaron, and with these stones. Now again, we don't know all the details. All we do know is



that when Aaron did what he was supposed to do, there was a special power associated with

it. We're going to keep reading, picking up more logic as we go along.
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Verse thirty-one rather says:
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[Exodus 28:31 NK]JV]
31 "You shall make the robe of the ephod all of blue.

So there were several garments that Aaron had to put on, and one of them was this robe. In

verse thirty-two:

WACEZLAEARIR, Hb—fFt@X oM, S=1+_7:

[Exodus 28:32 NK]JV]
32 There shall be an opening for his head in the middle of it; it shall have a woven
binding all around its opening, like the opening in a coat of mail, so that it does not

tear.

And in verse thirty-three and thirty-four:
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[Exodus 28:33-34 NKJV]

33 And upon its hem you shall make pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet, all
around its hem, and bells of gold between them all around: 3* a golden bell and a
pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, upon the hem of the robe all

around.



So here you have the garments of the high priest. He's got a breastplate over his heart, he's
got the onyx stones on his shoulders, and he's got the bells around the bottom of his

garment. So when he walked, he went "ding, ding" everywhere he went.
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Verse thirty-five says:
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[Exodus 28:35 NKJV]
35 And it shall be upon Aaron when he ministers, and its sound will be heard when
he goes into the holy place before the LORD and when he comes out, that he may

not die.

So you would know when he was in there, you would know what he was doing, because as he
moved, there would be "ding, ding, ding, ding" everywhere he went. Now, the phrase ends
with "that he may not die." So the noise was there in order to probably alert him to the fact
that he was doing the work of God, and to alert others that he was doing the work of God.
There was a problem, though, and this is more history than Bible, but some were concerned
that he might die when he was serving the Lord. What would have happened if indeed he had
died when he was in there serving the Lord? Would the people or the other priests be able to
go in and get him? No. And so what they did, apparently, was they actually tied a rope
around his foot, so that if he were in there and the bells stopped ringing, they would have
said, "Something's wrong." They couldn't go and get him, so they'd pull on the rope and drag
him out. Now, we're not sure that that ever happened, that's just what they suggested, but

the fact is it was very, very serious.
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Verse thirty-six now says:



[Exodus 28:36 NKJV]
36 "You shall also make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it, like the engraving of
a signet: HOLINESS TO THE LORD.

So here is the priest, and he's got a miter on his head, and he's got all these robes, and he's
got the bells and the pomegranates on his skirt. And on the front of the miter, the front of his
hat, are the words "Holiness to the Lord" in Hebrew. Is that important? It's important to the
Lord, but it's also important to the people. When I was in Israel several years ago, I went to
the Institute of Holy Land Studies, and they have this beautiful engraving—I'm not even sure
what you call it, but it's in perfect gold, and it reads "Holiness to the Lord" in Hebrew, and
they attach it to the hat which is on Aaron. If you lived in the days of Abraham, you'd be
walking down the street, and you'd see Abraham with holiness of the Lord on his forehead.
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Now in the days of the Antichrist, in the book of Revelation, what are you going to see on
people's foreheads? The answer is you would see the name of the beast or the number of his

name.
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[Revelation 13:16-17 NKJV]
16 He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a
mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, !” and that no one may buy or sell

except one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.

So the question is: what does your forehead tell the world? Some people say, "Well, I don't
really know." And other people say, "I'm going to work on my expression to the point where

when people see me, they say something different about me. I'd like my forehead to talk



about Jesus." The priest then had this on his forehead so that all could see it and read it:
"Holiness to the Lord." What is the priest's life like? The priest's life is holiness.
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Now, I told you last week that there is this terrible story in the book of Genesis, chapter
thirty-eight. It's about this man Judah, who decided that he would spend some time with a
harlot, with a prostitute. He didn't know who she was, but he spent some time with her. She
said to him, "What will you give me?" He said, "Well, I'll send you a young goat from the
flock." She said, "Will you give me a pledge till you send it?" And he said, "What pledge shall
I give you?" She said, "Your signet and cord, and your staff that is in your hand."

T EDBIBRRZIRE, FERMHICE =+ /\EEA —~DHEE, ZRXTIRXDA, tRE R
2, MEEEE —BIN R, A RER i, (EMFWE R 7 — BN, Wil “IREGIET
w27 I CWEMERPAIRE - FUNMUER, T i ERERZAT, RSB 2SSk (R
L) We? 7 b “URERGIRM223KNE? ” dhiid:  “YREVEDE., W, MIRFHERL, 7

[Genesis 38:15-18 NK]JV]

15 When Judah saw her, he thought she was a harlot, because she had covered her
face. ' Then he turned to her by the way, and said, "Please let me come in to you";
for he did not know that she was his daughter-in-law. So she said, "What will you
give me, that you may come in to me?" 7 And he said, "I will send a young goat
from the flock." So she said, "Will you give me a pledge till you send it?" ' Then he
said, "What pledge shall I give you?" So she said, "Your signet and cord, and your
staff that is in your hand." Then he gave them to her, and went in to her, and she

conceived by him.

And that cord is used in an amazing way, only on a few occasions in the Bible. Verse thirty-
seven says:
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[Exodus 28:37 NK]JV]
37 And you shall put it on a blue cord, that it may be on the turban; it shall be on
the front of the turban.

So this blue—sorry, this gold emblem that's on his forehead is to be tied on with a blue cord.
And before Judah could spend time with this woman, she said, "I want your blue cord." And
so if Judah had been a priest, he couldn't have "Holiness of the Lord" on his forehead
because he didn't have the thread—he gave that away when he said, "I want to sin." Some
people say sin doesn't matter: "Between me and the other person, we can do whatever we
want." God says, "Don't pretend. To pretend that you can have 'Holiness to the Lord' on your
forehead and sin in your life—you can't do it. You've lost your cord." The priest couldn't
behave like Judah behaved.
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Verse thirty-eight:
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[Exodus 28:38 NKJV]

38 So it shall be on Aaron's forehead, that Aaron may bear the iniquity of the holy
things which the children of Israel hallow in all their holy gifts; and it shall always
be on his forehead, that they may be accepted before the LORD.

What would have happened if Aaron had sinned like Judah? All Israel would suffer the loss.
Remember now, our high priest is who? Jesus! What do we know about Jesus? He was

sinless. He has never lost His emblem, "Holiness to the Lord." That's what Jesus is all about.
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The Consecration of the Priests

What else do we know about the high priest? Verses thirty-nine to forty-one:
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[Exodus 28:39-41 NK]JV]

39 "You shall skillfully weave the tunic of fine linen thread, you shall make the
turban of fine linen, and you shall make the sash of woven work. ° "For Aaron's
sons you shall make tunics, and you shall make sashes for them. And you shall
make hats for them, for glory and beauty. ! So you shall put them on Aaron your
brother and on his sons with him. You shall anoint them, consecrate them, and

sanctify them, that they may minister to Me as priests.

So for them to work as priests, they needed proper priestly garments. But then in addition to
that, they had to be consecrated. And so the next chapter is going to be all about the
consecration ceremony. Seven days the priests had to go through the consecration ceremony
before they could become priests. And the word, I believe, is translated clearly for us in the
English translations: consecrate. So the question is: what does the word "consecrate" mean?
Well, it simply means to fill the hands. Okay, so if my hands were consecrated to the work of
God, what would they have to do? They would have to be open so that I could do the work of
God. Now if my hands are open, what can't they do? They can't hold anything else. I can hold
my Kleenex here—that's really good—but if I open my hand... We're going to have a
consecration ceremony, and the consecration ceremony is where the priest is going to have
open hands to do the work of God, and he's not going to waste his time doing other stuff. And
that characterizes and is a fundamental part of the work of the priest. The priest is, first and

foremost, following God. He's got an open hand to do the work of God.
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The Lord said to Matthew, "Matthew, you're sitting at your tax collector's desk. Follow Me."
What did Matthew do?

FERERY:  “HK, REEBRBRIFG, REMER. ~ SR T2

[Matthew 9:9 NKJV]
As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax

office. And He said to him, "Follow Me." So he arose and followed Him.

He put down his pencil, he turned around, and he started following Jesus. You and I, if we're
going to follow God, we're going to have to empty our hands of other things so that we can

follow God, and stop wasting our time on other things.
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Okay, we're going to get to this consecration ceremony in chapter twenty-nine, but just a

couple more verses in twenty-eight. Verses forty-two and forty-three:
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[Exodus 28:42-43 NK]JV]

42 And you shall make for them linen trousers to cover their nakedness; they shall
reach from the waist to the thighs. 3 They shall be on Aaron and on his sons when
they come into the tabernacle of meeting, or when they come near the altar to
minister in the holy place, that they do not incur iniquity and die. It shall be a

statute forever to him and his descendants after him.

The priests who followed the Lord were to be holy in all their activity, including their
appearance. Okay, what do we know about priests? Priests are to be holy in every aspect of
that word.
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The Consecration Offerings and Rituals

All right, chapter twenty-nine now. It says, "And this is what you shall do to them to hallow
them for ministering." So we're going to have a ceremony now, a consecration ceremony.
This is what it's going to be. He says:
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[Exodus 29:1-2 NK]JV]

1 "And this is what you shall do to them to hallow them for ministering to Me as
priests: Take one young bull and two rams without blemish, ? and unleavened
bread, unleavened cakes mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers anointed with oil

(you shall make them of wheat flour).

Is that important? Yeah. The Lord says, "This is the way I want it. This is the way I want it."
It's interesting to me that the Lord is a Lord of incredible detail. Everywhere the Lord goes,
He goes with precise detail. He built my body. Is it important that my body works according
to His plan? Yes. What happens when it doesn't work according to His plan? I get sick. Okay,
and I say to myself, "Harold, you shouldn't have eaten that. Harold, you shouldn't have done
that. You're sick." Why are you sick? Because you didn't do what you knew you should do.
God told you "Don't do it," and you did it. God told you to do it, and you didn't do it. Now, I
don't know if you're like me, but I've got a problem. If you give me ten things to do, what's
going to happen? I'll probably do eight of them and forget the other two, and they'll say,
"Why didn't you do this, Harold?" and I will say, "I forgot." But if you're serving the Lord,
don't forget. And some of us have got to use a lot of self-discipline to make sure that we don't

forget those things that are important.
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So verse three:
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[Exodus 29:3-4 NK]JV]
3 You shall put them in one basket and bring them in the basket, with the bull and
the two rams. * "And Aaron and his sons you shall bring to the door of the

tabernacle of meeting, and you shall wash them with water.

Picture here again, washing with water, it's a picture of saying "no" to and getting rid of sin.
So this is the beginning of the ceremony. They bring these things to the altar when they get

there. Aaron and his sons are washed with water.
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And verse five:
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[Exodus 29:5-7 NKJV]

> Then you shall take the garments, put the tunic on Aaron, and the robe of the
ephod, the ephod, and the breastplate, and gird him with the intricately woven
band of the ephod. ¢ You shall put the turban on his head, and put the holy crown
on the turban. 7 And you shall take the anointing oil, pour it on his head, and anoint

him.

Is there anything like that in the world today? And the answer is, when King Charles was
crowned, he went through a ceremony that was something like this. His ceremony was far
less detailed, far less profound in symbolism, but at least it was an attempt to indicate that

Prince Charles was moving into the position of king, and it was a very important position.
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So Aaron was to be consecrated. Verse eight:
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[Exodus 29:8-10 NKJV]

8 Then you shall bring his sons and put tunics on them. ° And you shall gird them
with sashes, Aaron and his sons, and put the hats on them. The priesthood shall be
theirs for a perpetual statute. So you shall consecrate Aaron and his sons. '° "You
shall also have the bull brought before the tabernacle of meeting, and Aaron and

his sons shall put their hands on the head of the bull.

So here is Aaron and his sons. And what are they doing? They're opening their hands and
they're putting their hands on the bull. They're saying, "I'm not going to fill my hands with all
kinds of other things. I'm going to use my hands to associate with that bull of sacrifice." So

they're identifying themselves with the bull.
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Verse eleven:
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[Exodus 29:11-14 NK]JV]

1 Then you shall kill the bull before the LORD, by the door of the tabernacle of
meeting. '? You shall take some of the blood of the bull and put it on the horns of
the altar with your finger, and pour all the blood beside the base of the altar. '3 And
you shall take all the fat that covers the entrails, the fatty lobe attached to the
liver, and the two kidneys and the fat that is on them, and burn them on the altar.
14 But the flesh of the bull, with its skin and its offal, you shall burn with fire

outside the camp. It is a sin offering.

So Moses was the one who was supposed to be doing this for his brother Aaron and his
nephews. Is all this detail important? It is to God. Do you understand all the reasons for this
detail? And you say, "No, I don't understand it." But I know one thing: it's important to God.
And if I were a priest in those days, that's what I would have done. Now we're not priests in
our day; even if we wanted to do something like this, there's no place we could do it because
the priests were told that they had to do it in the tabernacle or the temple. But we remember

from all this that God is God, and His prescription must be followed.
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All right, verse fifteen. Now you shall also take one ram:
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[Exodus 29:15-18 NKJV]

15 "You shall also take one ram, and Aaron and his sons shall put their hands on the
head of the ram; !¢ and you shall kill the ram, and you shall take its blood and
sprinkle it all around on the altar. 7 Then you shall cut the ram in pieces, wash its
entrails and its legs, and put them with its pieces and with its head. '® And you
shall burn the whole ram on the altar. It is a burnt offering to the LORD; it is a

sweet aroma, an offering made by fire to the LORD.

So the bull in verse fourteen was a sin offering, and this ram in verse eighteen is a burnt

offering. So the Lord has different kinds of offerings for different purposes.
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Verse nineteen:
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[Exodus 29:19-20 NKJV]

19 "You shall also take the other ram, and Aaron and his sons shall put their hands
on the head of the ram. ?° Then you shall kill the ram, and take some of its blood
and put it on the tip of the right ear of Aaron and on the tip of the right ear of his
sons, on the thumb of their right hand and on the big toe of their right foot, and

sprinkle the blood all around on the altar.

So this ram, in part, is a consecration ram, and the blood is to be put on the right ear, and on
the right thumb, and on the right big toe. What would be the significance of putting the
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blood on the right ear, and the right thumb of the right hand, and the big toe of the right
foot? Okay, so if it's an empty-the-hand or fill-the-hand ceremony, and you've got your right
thumb anointed, what's the significance? It means my hand is going to do the work of God—
that's what it's all about. What's the big toe got to do with it? It means, "I'm going to do the
right thing for God; I'm going to go to the right place for God." What's the right ear got to do
with it? Well, it means, "I'm going to listen to what God says. I'm going to read the Bible, and
I'm going to do what God says." And it means, "I'm not going to listen to the bad stuff." Most
people, most priests, most servants of God today spend far too much time listening to what's
going on in the world, and too little time listening to what God says. So what's the order? You
start with the ear, and then you can do what you ought to do, and go where you ought to go.

It all starts with the ear.
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Second twenty-two says:

G

[Exodus 29:22 NK]JV]
22 "Also you shall take the fat of the ram, the fat tail, the fat that covers the
entrails, the fatty lobe attached to the liver, the two kidneys and the fat on them,

the right thigh (for it is a ram of consecration),

Okay, so we've got three sacrifices here: the first is the sin offering, then the burnt offering,
then the consecration offering. So you take this ram of consecration, and in verse twenty-
three:
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[Exodus 29:23 NK]JV]
23 one loaf of bread, one cake made with oil, and one wafer from the basket of the
unleavened bread that is before the LORD;

And you shall put all these in the hands of Aaron and in the hands of his sons. What does this
consecration mean? It is, indeed, fill the hands. Consecration is a "fill-the-hand" ceremony.
"Aaron, what are you doing?" "I'm filling my hands with the truth of God, the work of God."
So you've got all these things now in your hands, Aaron. What are you going to do? Verse

twenty-four:

IXEARERAEACHT T BRI L7 BT b IXRPZRIR ORI B 2B RE? ERERHEITE Tl
F7 o REEERR D FERNTT MG YA, REMA?  “BAEMHRIERL, M TR
Mo 7 fe, MEMRTEA TIXAZRN, RZEAMIE? 5+ Y7iH:

[Exodus 29:24 NK]JV]
24 and you shall put all these in the hands of Aaron and in the hands of his sons,

and you shall wave them as a wave offering before the LORD.

Strange name again, a lot of amazing things here. What is a wave offering? Well, I don't
know; sometimes I wave at people on Zoom. What would I do if I wanted to wave to God? I'd

fill my hands with His work, and then I would wave it to the Lord.
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Verse number twenty-five:

BT

[Exodus 29:25 NKJV]

25 You shall receive them back from their hands and burn them on the altar as a
burnt offering, as a sweet aroma before the LORD. It is an offering made by fire to
the LORD.
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So you wave it to the Lord, and then you put it on the fire as a sacrifice to the Lord, and you
carry on. What else could you do? Well, you could take every good thing you do for God, and
you can have a little monument here: "This is what I did in November. And this is what I did
in December! And this is what I did two years ago in August." And you can have all of these
things lined up in order. Or you could say, "Lord, this is what I have done for you now. Thank
you very much." And then you burn it, and you go on to do something else for Him tomorrow.
Keep a record of all those good things you've done. Offer them to the Lord, and He will keep
a record. You'll be rewarded on judgment day. In the meantime, what are you going to do?
Are you going to fill your hands with work for God tomorrow, and are you going to do that

again tomorrow?
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All right, verse twenty-six:

WY, BN

[Exodus 29:26 NK]JV]
26 "Then you shall take the breast of the ram of Aaron's consecration and wave it as

a wave offering before the LORD; and it shall be your portion.

This is the first verse in the twenty-ninth chapter—this is verse twenty-six—and it's the first
time we read of the fact that there's something there for you. There's a principle in
Scripture, isn't there, and that is God gets the first. And after He's got the first, you'll get
more than you deserve. So the Lord says, "I remember you. I know your needs, I'll look after
you." And so the portion is the Lord's from this consecration offering.
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So verse twenty-seven and twenty-eight:

R o w1 By VAN
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[Exodus 29:27-28 NK]JV]

27 And from the ram of the consecration you shall consecrate the breast of the
wave offering which is waved, and the thigh of the heave offering which is raised,
of that which is for Aaron and of that which is for his sons. 28 It shall be from the
children of Israel for Aaron and his sons by a statute forever. For it is a heave
offering; it shall be a heave offering from the children of Israel from the sacrifices

of their peace offerings, that is, their heave offering to the LORD.

The priests are going to be well cared for.
SENTR 215 2R 4 A HEi,
Verse twenty-nine:

H o

[Exodus 29:29 NK]JV]
29 "And the holy garments of Aaron shall be his sons' after him, to be anointed in

them and to be consecrated in them.

So after Aaron dies and goes to heaven, what's going to happen? His sons are going to be
consecrated after him to do the work that he did. And how are they going to be dressed?
Well, they're going to wear Aaron's clothes. So what is the man of God, what is the woman of
God going to be like tomorrow? Hopefully, they're going to be like the men and women of
God today. That's kind of easy to understand. Sometimes it's harder to understand. Norma
and I had parents. My father's name was Harold. Why was I called Harold? Because my
parents expected me to be like my daddy. Our mother's name was Nora. Why is Norma's
name Norma? Because our parents wanted my sister to be like her mother. Okay, what is the
responsibility of Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar? They were all to be like their father;
they were even to wear their father's shoes. I can remember one day coming down here to
hobby classes one Friday night when I was probably fourteen years old. We were working on
a hobby in the back room there. Somebody looked down at me and said, "Harold, what are
you wearing?" and I had my father's shoes on! And they all began to laugh at me, and they
said, "He's even wearing his father's shoes." Yeah. If you're going to do the work of God, you
don't need to do it like Waldo or Fred. You've got to do it like the men of God did before you.

You've got to say, "I want to live up to the greatness of those who went before me." And so
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when it came to consecration day, what clothes did they wear? The same clothes that Aaron

wore.
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Verse thirty:

B

[Exodus 29:30 NK]JV]
30 That son who becomes priest in his place shall put them on for seven days, when

he enters the tabernacle of meeting to minister in the holy place.

So the high priest in his consecration ceremony was to wear exactly the same clothes for

seven days that his father had worn before him.
FIREA, TR S RIE AR SR, 0 — 1% £ R Ut 4K B 280 i 58 A R AY 267K
And verse thirty-one:

ot

[Exodus 29:31-33 NKJV]

31 "And you shall take the ram of the consecration and boil its flesh in the holy
place. 3? Then Aaron and his sons shall eat the flesh of the ram, and the bread that
is in the basket, by the door of the tabernacle of meeting. 33 They shall eat those
things with which the atonement was made, to consecrate and to sanctify them;

but an outsider shall not eat them, because they are holy.
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It's true. The man, the woman who are devoted to God, they will eat the blessed food that the
Lord provides, and it will be better than the other food around them; others won't be able to
eat it. There is something wonderful about the service of the Lord that the men and women

of God know, the priests know, but the others just don't know, and they can't know.
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All right, verse thirty-four:

G, =

[Exodus 29:34 NK]JV]
34 And if any of the flesh of the consecration offerings, or of the bread, remains
until the morning, then you shall burn the remainder with fire. It shall not be

eaten, because it is holy.

This is an amazing ceremony. Details we don't understand, but overall principles we can
understand. And it's wonderful that God gives to His priests, His servants—you and me, if we

have trusted Him and obeyed Him—He gives us blessings that no one else can understand.
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Verse thirty-five:

Bt hRE= T

[Exodus 29:35-37 NKJV]

35 "Thus you shall do to Aaron and his sons, according to all that I have
commanded you. Seven days you shall consecrate them. 3¢ And you shall offer a
bull every day as a sin offering for atonement. You shall cleanse the altar when you
make atonement for it, and you shall anoint it to sanctify it. 37 Seven days you shall
make atonement for the altar and sanctify it. And the altar shall be most holy.

Whatever touches the altar must be holy.
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How long was King Charles' coronation ceremony? A few hours. How long was Aaron's?
Seven days. It's a big deal. To serve God is a big deal. So every one of those seven days,
there was a bull offered as a sin offering. The altar was to be consecrated. In a marvelous
way, everything was to be holy. So if you were Aaron and his four sons—Nadab, Abihu,
Eleazar, and Ithamar—what would you think of all this? "I think I'd better do it right." You
see, this is pretty important. Every day, seven days, you went through this ceremony. What
happened a few years afterwards? Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar's two eldest sons, went to the
service of the Lord, and they offered strange fire to the Lord. They said, "I think I'll do it my
way." What happened? The fire came out of the altar and burned them both to death. Is this
just a ceremony? Nadab and Abihu—this is wonderful, but it's a warning: don't pretend to do

it your own way.
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The Continuous Burnt Offering and God's Dwelling

Verse thirty-eight:
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[Exodus 29:38-42 NKJV]

38 "Now this is what you shall offer on the altar: two lambs of the first year, day by
day continually. 3° One lamb you shall offer in the morning, and the other lamb you
shall offer at twilight. #° With the one lamb shall be one-tenth of an ephah of flour
mixed with one-fourth of a hin of pressed oil, and one-fourth of a hin of wine as a
drink offering. *' And the other lamb you shall offer at twilight; and you shall offer
with it the grain offering and the drink offering, as in the morning, for a sweet
aroma, an offering made by fire to the LORD. 4?> This shall be a continual burnt
offering throughout your generations at the door of the tabernacle of meeting

before the LORD, where I will meet with you to speak with you.
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So there were two lambs offered every day from then on on the altar of the Lord. He
basically says, "You do all this, I will meet you. I'll be with you, speak to you." And He won't

just speak to you.
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Verse forty-three there:
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[Exodus 29:43-46 NKJV]

43 And there I will meet with the children of Israel, and the tabernacle shall be
sanctified by My glory. 4 So I will consecrate the tabernacle of meeting and the
altar. I will also consecrate both Aaron and his sons to minister to Me as priests. 4°
I will dwell among the children of Israel and will be their God. 6 And they shall
know that I am the LORD their God, who brought them up out of the land of Egypt,
that I may dwell among them. I am the LORD their God.

What are the benefits of all this? Oh frankly, the Lord will feed them, He will encourage
them, and He will meet with them and He will talk with them—and He will speak not only to
them, but to the whole nation. There will be something wonderful about the tabernacle: the
glory of God will be there. "Now if you do all this, I will sanctify the tabernacle of meeting."
It wasn't just that He was consecrating the priests, but He was setting up the foundation so
that the very tabernacle itself would be special for God, and He would sanctify Aaron and his
sons to minister to Him as priests. "And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and I will
be their God. And they shall know that I am the Lord their God, who brought them up out of
the land of Egypt, that I may dwell among them. I am the Lord their God." That is good, isn't

it? Do you like those promises?
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What would you do if you were one of the grandchildren who came out of Egypt? You'd sit
down, and you'd say, "Grandpa, tell me what happened when you came out of Egypt." And
he'd tell you the stories, and what would you say? "Did that really happen, Grandpa? That's
amazing." And then you might say, "Grandpa, how do I know that that really happened? You
told me, and I believe you, Grandpa, but how do I really know that that happened?" And
Grandpa would say, "If our priests do what we've been reading about in the consecration,

and you do your part, grandson—verse forty-six—you will know that I am the Lord your God."
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A lot of the stories that we tell took place a long time ago. The truth of the Bible took place a
long time ago. How do you know it's real? You live it; you'll know it's real. I still marvel at our
cousin. She was at university at UBC one day, several years ago. The professor said, "You
can't know that there's a God." She stood up—three hundred people in the class—and she
said, "You're wrong, Professor. I know there's a God. I'm more sure that there's a God than I
am that I'm standing here before you today." I think it's a marvelous line. "They shall know

that I am the Lord their God, who brought them up out of Egypt."
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What happens when you get born again? Things are different, that's what happens. And in
what way are they different? Well, you get a new family, you get a new Father. Okay, I got
born, I knew who my father and mother were. And then when I got born again, I knew who
my new Father was, I knew who my brothers and sisters were. Why did God do all this?
Verse forty-six: "that I may dwell among them." What does God want? He wants to dwell
among His people. Why would God spend so much time outlining all the details associated
with a consecration ceremony for Aaron and his sons for seven days? Why did He do that?
Why did He go to the bother of all that detail? Why did He do it? Because He wanted to dwell

among them.
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Why do we have this class this afternoon? Because the God of heaven wants to come down
here and be with us, and teach us, so that He can keep on dwelling amongst us. We say
that's overwhelming, almost sounding impossible to imagine. That's what God said. You
didn't say it, I didn't say it; it's right there in the Bible. That's what God said: "I want to dwell
among them." What do we say? We say, "If you want to come in, Lord, I just want you to
know you're welcome." If He were to knock on the front door right now, and Josh were to run
up and answer the door, and He said, "I'd like to come in," what would Josh say? He'd say,
"Come on in. We'd be happy to have you." And He says, "I've come to stay," and we say,
"That's even better news than you just came to visit." All of this so that He could dwell

among them. We say, "Hallelujah! Come on in, Lord!"
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The Altar of Incense

All right, chapter thirty. He says, "You shall make an altar to burn incense on; you shall make

it of acacia wood."
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[Exodus 30:1-6 NKJV]

1 "You shall make an altar to burn incense on; you shall make it of acacia wood. ? A
cubit shall be its length and a cubit its width--it shall be square--and two cubits
shall be its height. Its horns shall be of one piece with it. 3 And you shall overlay its

top, its sides all around, and its horns with pure gold; and you shall make for it a
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molding of gold all around. # Two gold rings you shall make for it, under the
molding on both its sides. You shall place them on its two sides, and they will be
holders for the poles with which to bear it. ® You shall make the poles of acacia
wood, and overlay them with gold. ® And you shall put it before the veil that is
before the ark of the Testimony, before the mercy seat that is over the Testimony,

where I will meet with you.

Okay, so you've got this altar of incense. Smells good. Remember, there are two places in the
tabernacle now: at the far end is the Most Holy Place, and then the Holy Place separated by
a veil from it. In the Most Holy Place now is the ark of the Testimony, the mercy seat, the
tables of the law—they're all in the Most Holy Place. And then outside the veil, on the right
hand, you've got the table of showbread, on the left hand you've got the lampstand, and in
the dead center, just in front of the veil—or just behind the veil, rather, opposite the ark of
Testimony. It's too complicated. This is what you've got. That's far too small, but this is the
building. This is the Holy Place, that's the ark of the Testimony. This is the gate on the east.
So here's the lampstand, this is the table of showbread, this is the altar of incense. That's too
small to read, but it doesn't matter. So what have you got? You got the priest who comes in,
and he's standing here, and he's offering incense, and that goes behind the veil. All right,

what verse are we at? Seven.
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Verse seven says:

HEFE /T

[Exodus 30:7-8 NKJV]

7 "Aaron shall burn on it sweet incense every morning; when he tends the lamps,
he shall burn incense on it. 8 And when Aaron lights the lamps at twilight, he shall
burn incense on it, a perpetual incense before the LORD throughout your

generations.
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So what do we know about this Holy Place? The lights are always on. They're lit every
morning and every evening, and every morning and every evening, the light never goes out.
And on the other side is the table of showbread, and the showbread is replaced every week,
and there's always showbread there. And the altar of incense is there, and the incense is
replaced every morning and every evening. So what do we know? It smells good in there all
the time. The lights are always on, it always smells great, and there's food to eat. That's
pretty inviting. Amazing, these pictures. Aaron, what's your responsibility? Your
responsibility is to make sure the lights never go out. Your responsibility is to make sure that
the place always smells really good. What's the responsibility of the priest today? To make
sure the light never goes out. You keep telling people about Jesus; don't let them turn out

your lights. What else do you do? You live a life for Jesus, so that you actually smell good.
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All right, verse nine and ten:
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[Exodus 30:9-10 NKJV]

9 You shall not offer strange incense on it, or a burnt offering, or a grain offering;
nor shall you pour a drink offering on it. ' And Aaron shall make atonement upon
its horns once a year with the blood of the sin offering of atonement; once a year
he shall make atonement upon it throughout your generations. It is most holy to
the LORD."

Well, that's our story as far as it goes. What is the picture of all that in the New Testament?
What does it mean? The altar of incense. And it'd be easier for us to understand if we did it
now, but our time is gone, so we're going to have to answer that question next week: what is

it that smells so good to God? Well, next week we'll try to answer that question.
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So, Lord, we want to thank You. We acknowledge You're a good God. And there are two
things that we marvel at here: wonder number one is that You want us to do this, and
number two, that we in fact can do it. We keep asking ourselves the question: why should
God love me enough to teach me these things? We thank You that if we do as You tell us to
do, if we live lives for Jesus, we will know that You're a great God, and by the grace of God,
You will come and dwell with us. So, Lord, help us understand, help us obey, help us to follow
You. It's true, Lord, we want to be like Matthew. When You say "Follow Me," we want to get
up and follow You. And we give thanks now then for Your kindness, and pray Your blessing
upon each one of us, Lord. And we ask this in Jesus' name. Amen! Amen!
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