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The Council of the Elders

Welcome to all. We are going to be studying tonight in Luke chapter twenty-two, starting

over in verse sixty-six.
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This section we are studying tonight is going to be the trial of the Lord Jesus Christ. There is
a sense in which these are some of the most important verses in the Bible. Because it is the
trial of the Lord Jesus, which was such a terrible thing, we are praying that the Lord will

help us understand it clearly.
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So the question then is, what was the trial of the Lord Jesus Christ like? And in fact, as we
will see, there were several trials. It was the chief priests, the scribes, the Pharisees, and the

elders who brought the Lord Jesus to trial from the Garden of Gethsemane.
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And so, in verse sixty-six we read:
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[Luke 22:66 NKJV]
66 As soon as it was day, the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes,

came together and led Him into their council, saying,
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They had arrested Him in the Garden of Gethsemane in the middle of the night, but now, as
soon as daylight came—probably six o'clock in the morning—they took Him to the council of
the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes. And their simple trial began with these words in

verse sixty-seven:
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[Luke 22:67-69 NK]JV]

67 "If You are the Christ, tell us." But He said to them, "If I tell you, you will by no
means believe. %8 And if I also ask you, you will by no means answer Me or let Me
go. %9 Hereafter the Son of Man will sit on the right hand of the power of God."
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He is basically saying to them, "This is not going to be a fair trial." The reason is because, "If
I tell you the answers, you will not believe what I say. And if I ask you questions, you will not

answer Me or let Me go. This is not a fair trial."

HEAR ERAEGRMAT:  “RXAZR DR, 7 FJRET: “WREGRERMER, ERIASHEE
AT, WRRAIRIEE, (RIIEAXEER, EAIBIE BNE—DFRIEH, 7

Tonight we are going to see that there are several responses to the Lord Jesus Christ, and
several trials to which He was subjected. This first one basically is a trial that says, "It is not
fair. We have already determined that You are guilty. We are bound to kill You, and therefore

it doesn't matter what You say, we are going to keep our same opinion."
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If you were to go to trial in your country today, you would be very upset if this were the
conclusion that they reached before you even got there, saying, "You are guilty. It doesn't
matter what you say, you are guilty." But it is amazing to me that many people in the world
today have exactly that attitude when it comes to the Lord Jesus Christ. Their minds are
made up. They do not want Jesus Christ, and it doesn't matter what you say, they will not
listen. If you ask them questions, they will not give you good answers. They have already

decided against the Lord Jesus.
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But He does say this to them in verse sixty-nine: "Hereafter the Son of Man will sit on the
right hand of the power of God." And to the people who are against Jesus today, the same
answer prevails. Sooner or later they will see that the Lord Jesus is the Lord of heaven and
earth. He is sitting at the right hand of God, and He will be their Judge.
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Then they all said:
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[Luke 22:70-71 NKJV]
70 Then they all said, "Are You then the Son of God?" So He said to them, "You
rightly say that I am." 7! And they said, "What further testimony do we need? For

we have heard it ourselves from His own mouth."
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So the accusation against Him is, "He says He is the Son of God." Their conclusion in verse
seventy-one is, "What further testimony do we need? For we have heard it ourselves from His
own mouth." So what is the accusation against Him? He said He is the Son of God. Is that a
bad thing? It would be a terribly bad thing if, in fact, You were not the Son of God. But if He

is the Son of God, this is the most important thing that man can ever deal with.
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So they said, "We are not concerned about the facts. We are not concerned about whether

He is or not. All we know is, if He says He is and He is not, then it is bad. And we know He is



not, so it is bad." Did they know He was not the Son of God? No. Why did they reject Him?
Had He not given them evidence that He was the Son of God? Of course. Was there any other

explanation as to who He was? No, none. All the evidence said He was who He said He was.
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Why did they then reject Him? Very simply, they did not want Him to be the Son of God,
because if He were the Son of God, they would have to serve Him and obey Him. And frankly,
that is one of the major reasons why people reject Jesus today. They do not want Him to be
God. They do not want to obey Him, and they do not want to be responsible to live a life that
would say He is the Son of God. They do not want to do what is right; they want to do what is
wrong. So they proceeded with their lie, which was that Jesus is a liar, He is not the Son of
God. So that was trial number one.
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The Trial Before Pilate

Now, chapter twenty-three:
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[Luke 23:1-2 NKJV]
I Then the whole multitude of them arose and led Him to Pilate. 2 And they began
to accuse Him, saying, "We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding

to pay taxes to Caesar, saying that He Himself is Christ, a King."
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So why did they take Him to Pilate? Because Pilate was the only one who had the power to

put Him to death. These Jews had great power in the Jewish economy and politics, but they

did not have any power to put anybody to death, regardless of the law. But Pilate was the



Roman governor, and he did have power to put people to death. So they took Him for trial to
Pilate, and verse two says they began to accuse Jesus, saying, "We found this fellow
perverting the nation, forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, saying that He Himself is Christ, a

King."
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So their accusations were, first of all, that He was perverting the nation. Perverting means to
turn people from good to bad. And of course, Jesus never did that. He never turned people
from good to bad. He just kept on turning people from bad to good. But the question is, was
His teaching effective? Did it have an impact on people? And the answer is yes! He
transformed the lives of many people, not perverting them, but converting them; not turning
them away, but turning them back to God. So their first accusation against Him was

completely wrong.
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And their second accusation is that they say He was forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar. And
that was also completely wrong. When challenged on that issue, you will remember that His
answer was, "Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and unto God the things that

are God's."
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So the people that He was speaking to made two mistakes—the people that He was teaching.
They were reluctant to pay taxes to Caesar, and they were reluctant to pay tribute to God, to
worship God. They followed God in neither of those ways; they did not pay to Caesar or to
God. So He did not say, "Don't pay taxes to Caesar." He said, "Pay taxes to Caesar, and pay

tribute to God as well."
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And the question is, did He say that He was Christ, a King? And yes, He did say that He was
the King of the Jews. But His claims were such that His kingdom was not of this world, and
therefore His servants did not fight. And because His servants did not fight, His being a king
was not a challenge or an issue to the Romans. He was a King, but He did not preach
rebellion against Rome. So all of the accusations against Him were unsubstantiated, and

they were wrong.
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So Pilate's response is in verse three:
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[Luke 23:3-5 NKJV]
3 Then Pilate asked Him, saying, "Are You the King of the Jews?" He answered him

and said, "It is as you say." * So Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowd, "I
find no fault in this Man." ®> But they were the more fierce, saying, "He stirs up the

people, teaching throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee to this place."
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So these people who had pretended that He was guilty, they led Him to Pilate and they
presented their evidence to Pilate, and Pilate says, "I disagree with you. He is not guilty. I
find no fault in Him." But verse five says, "But they were the more fierce." They got angry,
and they said, "He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee
to this place." What is the accusation? "He stirs up the people."
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That sounds like a terrible thing. A lot of people stir up people. He was teaching, and people

responded or reacted to His teaching. That is not wrong. So the accusations that they



brought against Him, even if they were true—and they were not true—the accusations were

unsubstantiated. All right, so what happens next? Verse six:
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[Luke 23:6-7 NKJV]
6 When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked if the Man were a Galilean. 7 And as soon
as he knew that He belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who

was also in Jerusalem at that time.
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So what is Pilate's response? This was the second trial. What was Pilate's response? He
basically said, "I find no fault in Him. There is nothing wrong, and frankly, I don't want to get
involved." And so instead of insisting on the judicial conclusion that he had reached, he
simply passes the buck and says to the accusers, "You go see Herod. I won't have anything

more to do with this."
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Now, the question is, what is the issue? I guess I better stop for a minute. To those of you
who've just joined, Jimmy especially, and Joanna, we are in Luke chapter twenty-three, and
where are we? Luke chapter twenty-three and verses six and seven. I said, "I don't want to
get involved." Most people in the world, when confronted with the evidence of Jesus, say, "I
don't want to get involved." Many of them say, "I can't find any fault with Him, I don't really
know. But don't disturb me anymore, I don't want to be involved, please."
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But remember: Jesus Christ is God! And Jesus Christ is the boss! And for you to say to the
boss, "I'm sorry, I don't want to get involved," is the height of folly. So, shame on you, Pilate.
You said, "I can pass the question to somebody else, he can solve it, and I don't have to worry

about it." That was the end of trial number two.
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The Trial Before Herod

Now, verse eight and trial number three:
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[Luke 23:8-12 NKJV]

8 Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceedingly glad; for he had desired for a
long time to see Him, because he had heard many things about Him, and he hoped
to see some miracle done by Him. ° Then he questioned Him with many words, but
He answered him nothing. '© And the chief priests and scribes stood and
vehemently accused Him. ' Then Herod, with his men of war, treated Him with
contempt and mocked Him, arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe, and sent Him back to
Pilate. '? That very day Pilate and Herod became friends with each other, for

previously they had been at enmity with each other.

)\ WA WERER, WURXE; ROV M2 rysE, ACBRZENAM, JFHIEEEMITEMD, $Hh
T TRAMFZAE, SR —F 0%, B+ BRIRKMscEEuE, Wi, S+—1: mEm
AL T SARERER, XeFFH, b BERAIr, EHREImR 2 AR L, B+ I BRI
ZRULEMN, EI— TR T I

So Herod had a curious interest in Jesus. He wanted to see what was going on, and he
almost treated the Lord Jesus like a sideshow in a circus. So he questioned Him with many
words, but the Lord Jesus answered him nothing. The Lord Jesus knew what was in his heart.
And he kept asking Him questions, and Jesus just didn't bother answering, because He knew

this man is not serious, he's just playing a game.
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But the chief priests, who still wanted to kill Him, verse ten says they and the scribes stood
and vehemently accused Him. They kept on throwing all kinds of accusations at Him that
were totally unfounded. Till verse eleven: "Then Herod, with his men of war, treated Him
with contempt and mocked Him, arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe, and sent Him back to
Pilate."
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So Herod wanted to see a miracle. And instead of seeing a miracle, he said, "This is fun!"
And so he made a mockery of Jesus, and he played games with Him. And he said, "If You're a
King, then You deserve to be dressed like a King!" So he made fun of Him, put a gorgeous
robe, a kingly robe upon Him, and tried to dress Him up like a king. And they all laughed,
and he sent Him back to Pilate. And that is the end of the third trial. His conclusion was he
simply made a joke of the whole thing.
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Many people are like that today. You ask them about Jesus, and they laugh it off. You ask
them about Jesus, and they will curse and swear, and they will do all kinds of things, but they
pretend that Jesus is not important. They simply laugh at Him, they mock Him, and they

make fun of Him.
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So there are three kinds of people in their relation to Jesus then, and in the world today.
First, like the scribes, they want to kill Him; they just don't want Him around. Number two,
they run away and say, "I don't want to get involved." Number three, they treat it as a joke.

And many people today do all three as they reject the Lord Jesus as Lord and Savior.
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So verse twelve: "That very day Pilate and Herod became friends with each other, for
previously they had been at enmity with each other." And so the question is, why did they
become friends? And the answer is they both had the same heart. They did not want Jesus.
And each of them took pride in the fact that the opposite didn't want Him either. They
became friends because they had one strong, uniting friendship factor: they hated Jesus, and

they did not want Jesus.

FRDASE 20 “ MR RIS 2t G I, EAR— TR 7 A, ™ U2 Mo 2 1 ?
EFIEMATEA B LR — R0, AATAAARZZERER, 101125 B AR A S 75 [RIAE AN 22N HR SR RS SR A
o MAMTZFTDARESONAIR, BEOAMUTE 7 — P ARFRAL HFERAEA N : ITANIRARER, #AEZER
78

The Compromise and the Choice

So now the fourth trial comes along, and it starts in verse thirteen:

BUHERISBIIRETTITG 7, MR+ =T00T44:

[Luke 23:13-16 NKJV]

13 Then Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the
people, 4 said to them, "You have brought this Man to me, as one who misleads the
people. And indeed, having examined Him in your presence, I have found no fault
in this Man concerning those things of which you accuse Him; '®> no, neither did
Herod, for I sent you back to him; and indeed nothing deserving of death has been
done by Him. 6 I will therefore chastise Him and release Him"
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So this is the second time Pilate has been confronted with the facts, and he repeats himself.
He says, "I don't find anything wrong with this Man." But he didn't say, "He is innocent, and I

must let Him go." He simply said, "I don't see any problem." He didn't come out with the

10



truth. So he goes on in verse fifteen and says, "No, neither did Herod find anything wrong; I
sent you back to him. And indeed, nothing deserving of death has been done by Him. I will

therefore chastise Him and release Him."
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He is saying He has done nothing wrong, and therefore He should be released. But because
you want Him to be killed, what I will do is I will chastise Him. "I will beat Him, I will punish
Him with physical beating, and then I will release Him." And there is a sense, therefore, in
which his argument is a compromise. Many people in our day compromise when it comes to
Jesus. They say, "I'm not going to say He is wrong, but I just won't say He is right. I'll stay in
the middle."
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So that is what he said. Then he said, "I've got another idea for you." Verse seventeen:
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[Luke 23:17-19 NKJV]

17 (for it was necessary for him to release one to them at the feast). '8 And they all
cried out at once, saying, "Away with this Man, and release to us Barabbas"-- 9
who had been thrown into prison for a certain rebellion made in the city, and for

murder.
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The compromise then was, "I won't kill Him. I will release Him to you." And the Jews said,
"No! Don't give us Jesus! Don't release Him! Release Barabbas to us!" And so we probably
need some logical explanation as to what is happening here. You will remember that this

whole story takes place at the time of the Passover.
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The story of the Passover is that in the Old Testament, in the days of Moses and Egypt, the
Lord said to the people, "I will pass over you if you will put the blood of a lamb on the
doorposts and the lintel. Then the Lord will not punish the eldest son in your family." All the
eldest sons in all the families were sinners in those days, just like they are in our day—we
are all sinners. And so God said to Moses, "Moses, if you kill a lamb, and you let Me see the
evidence of the lamb on the door, then I will know that you believe Me, and you have

sacrificed a lamb in place of your son, because you believe that I can forgive sin."
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And so the simple principle of the Passover is that because the blood of the lamb is shed, the
guilty can be forgiven. Or the other logic is that another can die for me. And therefore, at
Passover time, the behavior of the Jews in the days of Jesus was: at Passover time, one guilty
sinner would be released as an evidence that the blood of the lamb was able to forgive sins.

They always forgave one person every Passover.
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So Pilate, being a shrewd man, said, "Let's let Jesus be the guilty man who is forgiven; it's
Passover time. Jesus—you say He is guilty, but I am prepared to forgive Him, just as we
always forgive somebody at this time of year." And the Jews said, "We don't want Jesus to be
forgiven. We want Jesus to be killed." And therefore they said, "Don't release Jesus to us.
You've got to release somebody? Release Barabbas to us." We're going to find out later that
Barabbas was a notorious sinner. He was a leader of an insurrection, of a treason, and he

was a murderer. He was a bad man.
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So verse twenty carries on the story:

B T RSIEIX R

[Luke 23:20-23 NKJV]

20 Pilate, therefore, wishing to release Jesus, again called out to them. 2! But they
shouted, saying, "Crucify Him, crucify Him!" 22 Then he said to them the third time,
"Why, what evil has He done? I have found no reason for death in Him. I will
therefore chastise Him and let Him go." 23 But they were insistent, demanding with
loud voices that He be crucified. And the voices of these men and of the chief

priests prevailed.
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So Pilate figured he had come up with a good compromise. He says, "He is innocent," and
they want Him to be guilty. "Let's do a compromise, and everybody can walk away happy."
His responsibility as a judge was to fulfill justice. His objective was compromise to get out of

the issue: "Don't worry about it."
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So verse twenty-four:

FEFE =W

[Luke 23:24-25 NK]JV]
24 So Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they requested. 2> And he released to
them the one they requested, who for rebellion and murder had been thrown into

prison; but he delivered Jesus to their will.
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Okay, so four trials. And let me just summarize them for you again. The priests said, "We
want to kill Him, and therefore we say kill Him." They crucified Him because they wanted to
kill Him. The second trial, Pilate said, "I don't want to get involved. Pass it on to somebody
else." The third trial is before Herod, and Herod says, "This is just a joke. Let's have some
fun." And the fourth trial, Pilate says, "I offered you a compromise. I had a good excuse. You

wouldn't accept it. So go ahead, kill Him!"
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And so the last line of verse twenty-five is very important, it says: "He delivered Jesus to
their will." He said, "I won't condemn Him. I won't put Him to death. You do it. It's all your

responsibility." And he passed the responsibility on to them.
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Now, of course, there's a parallel responsibility for each of us, isn't there? The question is,
what will you do with Jesus? He has been presented in the Bible as God. He has been
presented in the Bible as Savior. But if He is to be your God and your Savior, you must
worship Him, you must obey Him. And the chief priests say, "We're not going to obey Him.
We don't want to do that." And neither Herod nor Pilate were prepared to take responsibility.
So the question is: what will you do with Jesus?
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That is the most important issue in the world today—the most important issue of history, the
most important issue of the future. The most important issue is: what will you do with Jesus?
And they basically said, "Well, let's go ahead and crucify Him." This is one of those situations

where, if you don't say yes to Jesus, you say no to Jesus.
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Just let me remind you of that verse again in John chapter three. You may turn over to it.

John chapter three, verse eighteen:
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[John 3:18 NK]JV]

"He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten
Son of God.
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That verse says basically, if you don't say, "Yes, I choose Jesus. I believe in Jesus," if you don't
say yes, you've already said no. And there is no forgiveness for that. So there's a sense then
in which that last line of verse twenty-five is one of the most sobering lines in all of the Bible.
The facts are, and the position that Jesus holds is entirely in your hands. You either believe
Him and make Him Lord, or you reject Him and consent to His death; and you are held

responsible for that death, and you'll pay the price in hell forever.
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Bearing the Cross

All right, so now verse twenty-six:

4, BIERRIE /N

[Luke 23:26-27 NKJV]
26 Now as they led Him away, they laid hold of a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian,
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who was coming from the country, and on him they laid the cross that he might
bear it after Jesus. 2 And a great multitude of the people followed Him, and

women who also mourned and lamented Him.
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So the logic was that when a person went to the cross, they had to carry their own cross to
the place of crucifixion. Now, there were others there that day—we'll find out who was
crucified with Jesus—and they would each of them have had to carry their cross when they
went to the crucifixion location. But in the case of the Lord Jesus, they found this man, Simon
the Cyrenian, and they compelled him to carry the cross.
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So the question has always been, why did Jesus not carry His own cross? And there are two
common answers given to that question. The first answer is that they had already beaten and
re-beaten and mocked and done abominable things to the Lord Jesus to the point where He
was so weak He couldn't carry His own cross. And it is true that He was under extreme
fatigue and the body was extremely weak and disfigured, so to expect Him to carry His cross

would have been unreasonable.
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You'll remember, as we learned last week, that in the garden He was extremely weak; the
angel came to strengthen Him, and then He was in an agony so great that His sweat was as
it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground. I believe it's Isaiah who said that His
visage, His form, was marred more than any man's. The beating that He endured was

extreme.
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The other argument as to why someone else carried His cross was that He was a King, and
He was mocked. By the fact of being a King, they gave someone else to carry His cross:
"Kings shouldn't carry their own cross." And though the former argument is strong, the
latter argument is probably the real one. He was a strong man, He was God. He could have
carried His cross, but they wanted to make fun of Him. But in the man of Simon of Cyrene,
we have the fifth response to the Lord Jesus. Simon followed the Lord Jesus because he had
no option. We don't read the word "compelled" here, but the fact is that he was told he must

carry the cross for Jesus. The Roman guard insisted on it; he had no option.
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Now, in our day, many people become so-called Christians because they say they have no
option. In many parts of the world today, the national or the accepted religion is mandatory.
By contrast, trusting the Lord Jesus Christ is one hundred percent voluntary. You must
decide for yourself. But some people don't really understand that. And so you'll often meet
people and they say—or you say to them—"Are you a Christian?" They say, "Yes." And you
say, "Why?" And they often say, "Because I live in a Christian country," or they might say,

"Because my parents were Christians," or they might say, "I was forced to be a Christian."
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I think many people born in a Christian family to some Christian parents, they often say
they're Christians when they are younger, when they don't really believe it, but they say, "I've
got to do it because my mummy wants me to." But when they get older and they make their
own decisions, a great many say, "I don't want the religion that my family taught me when I
was younger." So the fifth response then is saying, "I am a Christian, but it's not because I

wanted to; it's just because I've been forced to. And I'll change my mind later."
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All right, verse twenty-seven. It says: "And a great multitude of the people followed Him, and
women who also mourned and lamented Him." All right, so my next question then is, what
about these women? This is another response to the wonderful issue of who Jesus is and
whether He should be crucified or not. This response is the women who loved Him and

followed Him and lamented Him.
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These women had the best response to the issue of the crucifixion, didn't they? Of all, this
was the best response. They said, "It's all wrong. Jesus is right, and all the rest are wrong!"
And they followed Him at a distance, and they lamented, and they mourned. But you'll
remember over the next few days, they proved that their affection for Him and that their
belief in Him was real, because they cared for Him and were the first witnesses to His

resurrection.
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So can you remember now the seven responses in the trials of the Lord Jesus? And the
question is: where are you? Which of these seven represents you? Number one: the priests
wanted to kill Him. Number two: Pilate didn't want to get involved. Number three: Herod
says, "This is all a joke." Number four: Pilate said, "I'm interested in a compromise. I'm
interested in an excuse. I don't want to get involved anymore." Number five: Pilate yielded to
the crowd and said to the crowd, "You do what you want, I'm innocent, you just do what you
want"—and to that, you say, "Coward!" Number six: Simon was constrained to help, he didn't
really have an option. And then the good response of the women, and they lamented, and
they mourned for Him, and they watched, and they followed after His death and into His
resurrection. They were the ones who said, "Jesus, You are the Son of God, You are not guilty,

I will follow You."
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That's our time and our ability for this evening. Unfortunately, we've just got to say more
next week. This is not the end of the story. He's going to be put to death, He's going to rise
again. And hallelujah! He's coming back to take us to heaven if we put our trust in Him. All
right, let's have a word of prayer. We'll see you next week.
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Lord, we want to thank You for this story. It is true that then most people rejected the Lord
Jesus. But praise the Lord, a few said, "Yes, I want Him to be my Savior and my Lord." Until
today, Lord, we're the same, and we would say, "Lord, though many reject You, I don't want
to reject You. I want You to be my Savior, I want You to be my Lord and God." So thank You
for the story. Thank You for each one who was with us this evening. Bless each one, we ask,

and bring us back next week. We give thanks and ask in Jesus' name. Amen. Amen.
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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