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So as you're well aware, in these sessions on Tuesday morning, I try to answer the basic
question: What's the Bible all about?
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And it's true, the Bible is all about leading us to the point where we say, "I have decided I am
going to serve the Lord." It is simple logic—what is the first part of the Bible all about? And

the answer is it's all about history—what happened in the past and why.
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Some of you have noticed from an English perspective that the word history, if you break it
down, has two parts. The first part of history is His, and the second part of history is story.
What is history? History is His story.
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Whose story? Oh, history is God's story and Jesus' story. And frankly, there's nothing else
terribly important about history than His story.
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So His story begins with the fact that He made the heavens and the earth. And He made the
stars also. How many stars did He make? Well, He didn't tell us—probably a few trillion—but
He doesn't tell us. Why did He make them? Well, He didn't really tell us; they're not terribly
important. What's He going to do with them? Probably He's going to do lots of things with
them. You wouldn't make trillions of something if you weren't planning to do something with

them.
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Is that very important? Well, it's important to God, but it's really not important to you and
me. I've often asked the question: Why did He make all those stars? And I think the answer is
so we'd have something pretty to look at at night. He's got all kinds of other reasons. What is
important about His story? Adam and Eve used to live in the Garden of Eden. They don't live

there anymore. That's important.
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And so, out of all the story of the Bible, the important part is what we've got in the Bible. All
the other parts that aren't explained are not important for us now; we'll learn about them
later. But the important part, we've got in the Bible.
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So what is the Bible all about? It begins with what happened yesterday, and it ends with
what's going to happen tomorrow. Is that important? Yes, yesterday is important; we've got
to understand. Tomorrow is important; we're going to be held responsible. And what's in the

middle? What are we going to do about it?
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That's history. That's prophecy. What are we going to do about the history and the prophecy?
That's what's in the middle of life.
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Prophecy and Judgment

So what is prophecy all about? Turn to the Book of Revelation, chapter one. Revelation

chapter one, and it says it's the revelation of Jesus Christ.
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[Revelation 1:1 NKJV] - The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to
show His servants--things which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified

it by His angel to His servant John,

Is that important? Is there anything else that's important? What is Jesus going to do? That's
important. What's going to happen in the world is not terribly important. All that's really

important is what is Jesus going to do?
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And so if you go through the Book of Revelation and all the other prophecies in the Bible, you
will find that there is coming a day of judgment. And as a result of the day of judgment, there
will be two possible ends for people. As individuals, they will either go to heaven, or they will

go to hell.
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Interestingly, there is no other alternative. The Bible is so complex, with all these hundreds
of pages, and in the end, it's all very simple: you either go to heaven, or you go to hell. Your
sins are either forgiven, and you enter into the joy of Jesus Christ, or your sins are not
forgiven, and you go with all the others to the place where the devil is, because he was the

great sinner who led us into sin.
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The Reality of Hell

Now the question that most people ask is this: Is hell really bad, and is heaven really good? If
hell isn't really bad, you wouldn't mind going there. If heaven isn't really good, you wouldn't
want to go there. And so in the Book of Revelation, you get a description, first of all, of hell,

and then you get a description of heaven. Which one do you choose?
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So turn to Revelation chapter nine, and we're going to read a little bit about what hell is
going to be like. There are certain judgments that are going to come on the earth. One of
them we read about in Revelation chapter nine: it's the judgment following the

pronouncement of the fifth angel.

AL, RIS R LE, BTSSR RSB AT A —ERPE AR 2R IR o 3R
THE BTN ERBIRR A — X RIES AR E & 2 5,

And in summary, what we are going to see, what is going to happen, is that there will be a
time of five months on the earth when the forces of hell are going to be released onto the
earth, so that people who are alive will know what hell is going to be like. It's a warning to

them: don't go to hell.
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So verse two begins to tell us what is going to happen on the earth as this warning of what

hell will be like. And I will read it slowly, verse two.
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[Revelation 9:2 NKJV] - 2 And he opened the bottomless pit, and smoke arose out of
the pit like the smoke of a great furnace. So the sun and the air were darkened

because of the smoke of the pit.

So what came out of hell? Smoke and darkness. That's what hell is going to be like forever

and ever: smoke and darkness.
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[Revelation 9:3 NK]JV] - 3 Then out of the smoke locusts came upon the earth. And

to them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.

What are locusts? We don't see too many of them in Vancouver, but they are a grasshopper-

like creature that goes over the land with millions and billions of them at the same time, and



they eat everything that is green. But these locusts are different from ordinary locusts. What
are they like? They're like scorpions.
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So my question to you this morning is: has anyone here ever been bitten by a scorpion? We
are all very fortunate. I have been told that when scorpions bite you, you know you've been
bitten; it's terrible. These scorpions—verse four:
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[Revelation 9:4 NKJV] - ¢ They were commanded not to harm the grass of the
earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only those men who do not have the seal
of God on their foreheads.

What is hell going to be like? It's going to be like a smoky, black, dark place where there are
billions of locusts whose responsibility is to bite you like a scorpion. You see, I wouldn't want
to go to that place.
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Verse five:

BH:

[Revelation 9:5-6 NKJV] - > And they were not given authority to kill them, but to
torment them for five months. Their torment was like the torment of a scorpion
when it strikes a man. ° In those days men will seek death and will not find it; they
will desire to die, and death will flee from them.

What's going to happen on the earth in those days? Absolutely. Hell is going to be like that—
people wanting to commit suicide, but it's no use. We had a friend who used to come to this
chapel, and she ended up with slashed wrists and who knows what else. All she knew is she
didn't die. And then she got a Bible, and she found the Lord Jesus as her Savior, and she was
thankful that she didn't die.
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And the shape of the—verse seven and eight:
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[Revelation 9:7-8 NKJV] - 7 The shape of the locusts was like horses prepared for
battle. On their heads were crowns of something like gold, and their faces were
like the faces of men. 8 They had hair like women's hair, and their teeth were like

lions' teeth.

And they had breastplates like breastplates of iron.
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[Revelation 9:9 NKJV] - ° And they had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and
the sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots with many horses running
into battle.

Which means if the people who were there wanted to kill them, they couldn't.
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[Revelation 9:10 NK]JV] - '° They had tails like scorpions, and there were stings in

their tails. Their power was to hurt men five months.

What's the difference between this and hell? This plague was on the earth for five months.

How long is hell? Answer: It's forever.
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The Glory of Heaven

Do you think anybody really wants to go there? It's a terrible place. Turn over now to
chapter twenty-one. The Book of Revelation tells us what hell is like, and the answer is it's

not a good place to go. Now, what's heaven like?
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Chapter twenty-one, verse one:
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[Revelation 21:1 NKJV] - Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first

heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea.

And verse three and four:
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[Revelation 21:3-4 NKJV] - 3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, "Behold,
the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be
His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. * And God will wipe
away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor

crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away."

How would you prefer: hell or heaven?
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[Revelation 21:5 NKJV] - ® Then He who sat on the throne said, "Behold, I make all

things new." And He said to me, "Write, for these words are true and faithful."



Is that too good to be true? No, because the verse goes on and He said to me, "Write, for
these words are true and faithful." And verse six and seven:
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[Revelation 21:6-7 NKJV] - ® And He said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life
freely to him who thirsts. 7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be
his God and he shall be My son.

Would that be enough? If you inherited all things, would you say, "I want more"? But you'll
get more, because He says, "I will be his God, and he shall be My son." You get everything,
and you get Jesus, and you get God.
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The Power of Choice

Would it be wise to choose to go to hell? Joshua lived it all his life. Joshua preached about the
goodness of God and the tragedy of sin all his life. And then, at the end of his life, he said,
"You get to choose." The choice is yours. You can either go to hell, or you can go to heaven.
But he said, "You won't be surprised. Me and my house, we've decided: we are going to serve
the Lord."
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What is the future? What's going to happen in the future? Each of us will either go to heaven,

or we will go to hell. So we say, "All right, I've decided. I choose to go to heaven."
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For God so loved the world...
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[John 3:16 NKJV] - For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,

that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

Lord, we want to thank You for the simplicity of the story. We're thankful that the decision is
not a hard one to make. The arguments, the logic, and the evidence are so obvious. Lord,
may each of us say, "I choose to believe in Jesus. I want to go to heaven." Thank You for the
story. Thank You that it's true. Thank You that the offer is still made to us today. And so we

give thanks now in Jesus' name. Amen. Amen.
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

9



	What Is the Bible All About?
	Prophecy and Judgment
	The Reality of Hell
	The Glory of Heaven
	The Power of Choice


