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Brought to Myself

So, I hardly know where to go next. Probably that—leave your finger in Exodus thirty
because we're coming back. But turn back to Exodus nineteen. In Exodus nineteen, the
children of Israel are at the base of Mount Sinai. And they, they've come to Mount Sinai,

Moses has gone up the mountain and he has been told what to tell these people.
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And so, he says to them—I'm just trying to find the precise words now, and I haven't found
them. Verse three, no. Okay, so yes, he's speaking to Moses and he's saying to Moses—we're

going to pick up the story in verse four. He says:

[Exodus 19:4 NKJV] - "You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore

you on eagles' wings and brought you to Myself.
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And frankly, that was pretty amazing—those ten plagues, unprecedented in the world in the
past or since then. Amazing ten plagues to deliver them. And then he says, "and how I bore

you on eagles' wings." Did he carry them? He carried them on eagles' wings.
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Now, I probably told you this story before, but I'm going to tell you again. How does an eagle
get the eaglet chicks to fly? She gets them to the edge of the nest, and then she pushes them
over. And the eaglet starts to fly, the eaglet starts to fly down.
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And before the eaglet hits the ground, the mother eagle comes down underneath them and
catches them, and carries them back up to the nest. And the little eaglet says, "That was
scary, but it was kind of fun." And then the mother pushes it over again. And down the bird
goes, and this time beginning to—and then the mother catches it, and off it goes to the nest

again.
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That is the way the Lord carried the children of Israel from Egypt into the Sinai desert. He
made sure they got there, but there were some scary moments along the way in which they

were learning to try to trust him.
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And verse four gives us the third reason for what God was doing. He said, "I brought you to
myself." Now think about that. Here are all these people in Egypt. God says, "I don't want
you to be in Egypt; I want to bring you to myself." And you can hardly think of a more

wonderful purpose and promise: "I want to bring you to myself."
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Why do we go to heaven? Because God wants to bring us to himself. And I sit back and I say,
"You want me? You want to bring me to yourself?" Absolutely, overwhelmingly profound. The

Son of God who loved me and gave himself for me. Why all this tabernacle in the wilderness?



Why all these articles of furniture? And the answer is so that we can be with him, so that we

can understand him and enjoy being with him—with himself.
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The Altar of Incense

So back to chapter thirty. And verse one—we did this last week. It says:

[Exodus 30:1 NKJV] - "You shall make an altar to burn incense on; you shall make it

of acacia wood.
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So we have got Roy to give us a picture now of what this altar looks like. Okay, back to the
one you had, yeah, just before. No, the one before that. That is it. That is the picture of the
altar of incense. And frankly, I don't think it is a very good picture. There are two arms there.
The first arm is on the outside. The second arm is also on the outside, but it looks like it is
partly on the inside. So I think that is an artist's conception, and frankly, there is no such

thing as this middle arm running up the left side.
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But you've got an idea: it is eighteen inches by eighteen inches by thirty-six inches high. It's
an altar of incense, because they burned incense on it every morning and every evening, and

frankly, it smelled really good. It always smelled really good.
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The priests were preparing the incense and burning the incense every morning and every
evening. So it always smelled good in there. It smelled good from the point of view of God;
he was happy. But it smelled good from the point of view of the people as well; they were
happy. Okay, just remember heaven is a wonderful place, and among other things, it even
smells good in heaven. All right, so this is a physical description of what was there. What is

the meaning of it all?
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Prayers of the Saints

And so I want you to turn to the book of Revelation, chapter eight. Revelation chapter eight.
And we're going to read a couple of verses. And that's not the verse that I want. Let me just
see if I can find what my error is. My class. I want to find the altar of incense in Revelation.
That's right, it's verse three—thank you, whoever mumbled that, you did the right thing. All

right, so verse three. Sherry, welcome. Revelation 8:3-4.

[Revelation 8:3-4 NK]JV] - 3 Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and
stood at the altar. He was given much incense, that he should offer it with the
prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 4 And
the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, ascended before God from

the angel's hand.
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All right, so the question is, what do we know about the incense? It is associated with the
prayers of the saints. Now that's very interesting. Does the incense smell good? Would the
prayers of the saints smell good to God? When you pray, what does God think? He says,
"That's my son praying. That's my daughter praying." It smells really good.
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God says, "I like it when my son and my daughter pray to me," and their prayers rise like
incense, going up to the nostrils of God, who says, "I love my son, I love my daughter. I'm

going to answer their prayers."
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All right, so back now to Psalm 141—we are moving around—Psalm 141. And we're going to

read one verse together. It says, verse 1 and 2:

[Psalm 141:1-2 NKJV] - ! LORD, I cry out to You; Make haste to me! Give ear to my
voice when I cry out to You. ? Let my prayer be set before You as incense, The

lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
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What did the psalmist say? He said, "My prayers are like incense, God. Would you accept
them, please? You accept the incense; would you please accept my prayers."
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All right. One other verse now, and that's in the book of Luke. Luke chapter one. Now you'll
remember the story of Luke chapter one. There was a man by the name of Zacharias. He was
a priest. He had a lovely wife by the name of Elizabeth. They were kind of old and they had
no children. And he, being a priest, he went into the temple to pray and to do the work of the

priest. So we'll pick up verse seven:

[Luke 1:7-10 NKJV] - 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and
they were both well advanced in years. ¢ So it was, that while he was serving as

priest before God in the order of his division, ° according to the custom of the



priesthood, his lot fell to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. °

And the whole multitude of the people was praying outside at the hour of incense.
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So what's happening? And to summarize it all: every morning and every evening, incense
was to be offered. The incense was never to go out. It would be burned every morning, every
evening, and it always smelled great. At the same time, there was the lighting of the lamps.
Every morning and every evening, the lamps were checked in the lampstand to make sure

that the lights were always on in there. Now, what was associated with incense? Prayer.
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And so while Zacharias was in the temple lighting the lamps and tending the lamps and the
incense, outside, what were the people doing? They were praying. So every morning and
every evening, we had the hours of prayer. The hour of prayer in the morning was nine
o'clock in the morning. The hour of prayer in the afternoon was three o'clock in the
afternoon. The people were outside. The priest was on the inside. He was offering the
incense, and the people on the outside were offering prayer. And the prayer went up with the

incense to the Father in heaven.
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That is important. When was the Lord Jesus Christ crucified? At nine o'clock in the morning,
at the hour of prayer. When did he die? At three o'clock in the afternoon, at the hour of
prayer. What do you know about that? And that's pretty interesting. There was a great
revival after the Lord Jesus Christ went to heaven, and in particular, Peter and John were
walking down the street. They saw the man at the Beautiful Gate and they healed him of his
paralysis. What time did that take place? Three o'clock in the afternoon, at the hour of

prayer.
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All the people were outside, they were praying, the priest in the temple was offering his
prayer, and Peter and John were healing this lame man, and revival broke out, and thousands
became Christians that day. Was the altar of incense important? And the answer is yes,

delightfully, very, very important.
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The Census Tax and Atonement Money

All right, back then to Exodus chapter thirty, and we'll keep reading. Yeah, I guess we should

start reading. So, Exodus chapter thirty, and we'll start reading at verse number eleven:

[Exodus 30:11-16 NK]JV] - ! Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: ' "When you
take the census of the children of Israel for their number, then every man shall
give a ransom for himself to the LORD, when you number them, that there may be
no plague among them when you number them. '3 This is what everyone among
those who are numbered shall give: half a shekel according to the shekel of the
sanctuary (a shekel is twenty gerahs). The half-shekel shall be an offering to the
LORD. ™ Everyone included among those who are numbered, from twenty years
old and above, shall give an offering to the LORD. !> The rich shall not give more
and the poor shall not give less than half a shekel, when you give an offering to the
LORD, to make atonement for yourselves. '® And you shall take the atonement
money of the children of Israel, and shall appoint it for the service of the
tabernacle of meeting, that it may be a memorial for the children of Israel before

the LORD, to make atonement for yourselves."

Gri, WIFEIHIRMICE =5, kSR, BEBITZIHARE T, HIRIDE =15, BWITZENE+—
TR > [HRRIC 30:11-16] - 1 HEFIAERRIAEE PG 12 TORZERE DLESIABE T S8, fERREH, i
112 NEN B SR E sl 2R aa B AN, S BN iR eI A Tk, 1 LS RIS AR

N, BAZIEERN, ERFEEFY (—8FHE 30 |, XESFHEMABIHERLY. L



HERABE ], S UERA, ZRREIMEZNNZAY, 8RR ZH, JAEHthAn b, &
NEHFEEY, (ENRIMSIRIES, 1© IREMN IO ANOXIETRR, 1ENSREM, AT DAERRR S Al
NUEOFI AR, NIRIRSIBTE. |

Now, the actual numbering of the people of Israel is not a common activity. It doesn't really
matter how many there are; God's got that under his control. Does it matter how many are in
your particular sphere of activity or influence? And the answer is no. God is in charge of the
numbers. Now, in particular, I have a hard time with that, because by nature, I'm a counter.

And you know what? The more I count, the more discouraged I get.
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And the Lord says, "Harold, don't you bother counting. I'll look after that. You preach the
word, you do the work of God, you don't have to count." Whether it's working or not, how
would you know whether it's working or not? I am in control of everything; you just preach
the gospel. So don't run around counting, and don't run around judging. The easiest thing is
to count people and then judge them, and say, "This one's really good, this one's only half

good, this one..." Shame on you for doing that.
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But periodically the people had to be counted. And God says, "All right, when you count
them, this is what they have to do." Verse twelve again: "Every man shall give a ransom for
himself to the Lord." When the people are counted, all the men have got to give a particular
amount of money to the Lord. Verse thirteen: "This is what everyone among those who are
numbered shall give: half a shekel... The half-shekel shall be an offering to the Lord."
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So if anyone was going to be in the number, he had to give something. To get in the number,
you just don't automatically get in; there has to be a qualification for you to get in. Everyone

included among those who are numbered, from twenty years old and above, shall give an



offering to the Lord. The rich shall not give more and the poor shall not give less than half a

shekel, when you give an offering to the Lord to make atonement for yourselves.
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So if they were going to be included in the number, they had to give something. Half a shekel
was not very much, but the poor were supposed to give it, even if they were very poor. And
the rich would have to give the same amount, regardless of how rich they were. So it is a
statement of our thankfulness to the Lord and his goodness to us, and the fact that we are all
equal in his sight. "And you shall take the atonement money of the children"—this is verse
sixteen—"of Israel, and shall appoint it for the service of the tabernacle of meeting, that it
may be a memorial for the children of Israel before the LORD, to make atonement for

yourselves."
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So they all had to give something, they all had to give the same amount. And we in our day,
we say, "Lord, thank you for saving me, and I'm glad that I'm your child, I'm glad that I'm in
your, in your assembly, and Lord, I am prepared to give what everybody else is going to give,
I'm going to give a little to you." So what would you do if you were really poor and you

couldn't afford it?

AL, MTIRTE Nadiga th— 22778, T H.40 HAVEEHE —FER. TS RERIXAE, JITSU:  “E
W, REEHEIRR T IR, BAREHMNREENZ T, ReEBEENERE, T, RSl A A
ERY, BEAERER R 7 b4, WIRIRERRYS, MK, IRZE2TME?

And so you may remember this story in the New Testament, when Peter came, or somebody
came to Peter, I guess, and said, "Does your Master pay tax?" And the Lord said, "Yes, yeah,

we, we pay tax."
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The Lord says, "I don't really have to pay tax, because you see the tax is payable to God. I am

God. I don't need to pay tax to myself. I'm free. Everybody else has to pay tax, but not me."



And so Peter recognized he had the need to pay the tax. And the Lord said to him, "Peter, if
you go down to the ocean, and you put a line in the water, you bring up the fish, it will have a

shekel in its mouth. That's enough for you and for me, you take that, you pay the tax for it."

FHLAPBE: PR, FOAKRE, BiEfamny, T, RATRZEME M, REHH

o HMAFRDAERL, EERAH, 7 TREGREINEIMIHLAEMNRAITRE, Tl tstid:  “mdS, /R
WA xR, ERESHKE, EF ERIAEER, EEEESE -SFPR 7. BEWSAHRMIRAIBI

T, IRERERNZHME, ”

So, I think it's an amazing story. Peter was a fisherman. How many fish do you think Peter
had caught in his lifetime? Somebody give me a number. How many fish did he catch in his
lifetime? None of you are prepared to suggest? Let's say, for sake of argument, let's say ten
thousand. Yes, he caught many fish.
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I may have caught ten fish in my lifetime. The question is, of those ten thousand fish that he
caught before this, how many had money in its mouth? Zero. Okay, have you ever caught fish
with money in his mouth? It's absolutely ludicrous. Where did these people get the money if

they really needed the money and they were broke? God would give them the money.
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To be part of the family of God, make sure you're numbered. When the number is there,
make sure your name is down. The hymn writer says, "Is my name written there, in the page
bright and clear? In the book of Thy kingdom, is my name written there?" You don't get paid;

you don't have to pay to become a Christian.
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But sometimes, you've got to pay a little just to be with the Christians at the right time. Not
easy always to be there, not always easy to be numbered. And if you've got to pay a little,
that's all right. All of which, I think, teaches among many other things that it's a great
privilege to be numbered with the people of God. Make sure that your number's there. Make

sure everybody knows!
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Verse sixteen: "And you shall take the atonement money of the children of Israel, and shall
appoint it for the service of the tabernacle of meeting, that it may be a memorial for the
children of Israel before the Lord, to make atonement for yourselves." So what do you think

Moses is thinking all of this time?
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Well, I think that if he'd been God—had been my boss, or if this had been my boss and me—I
would have said, "Okay, Boss, that's enough. I've taken lots of notes, I'll go now." God says,
"Hang on, Moses! There is more." Remember now: the God of heaven is calling these people
to himself. That is a big deal.
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And so you can come just as you are. But when you become a Christian, you're not entitled to
stay just as you were. You come just as you are, and then the Lord says, "Welcome! Now, this
is what I want you to do, so that you can be in full fellowship with me." How long did it take

them to get out of Egypt? Well, basically, one day.
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How long did it take them to get into the fellowship of the Lord who said, "I want you to
come to me. I want you to build this tabernacle"? How long did that take? A year. Don't be
surprised, having trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, if it is going to take a little

while for you to get to know God, to be prepared for him to get to know you.
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You come just as you are, but you don't stay just as you were—you change. Follow him, you
get to know him, and then as you do that, you will be drawn closer and closer to himself.
That is what he wants.
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The Bronze Laver

All right, verse seventeen. Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:

[Exodus 30:17-21 NKJV] - 17 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: ' "You shall
also make a laver of bronze, with its base also of bronze, for washing. You shall put
it between the tabernacle of meeting and the altar. And you shall put water in it, '°
for Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet in water from it. 2°
When they go into the tabernacle of meeting, or when they come near the altar to
minister, to burn an offering made by fire to the LORD, they shall wash with water,
lest they die. 2! So they shall wash their hands and their feet, lest they die. And it
shall be a statute forever to them--to him and his descendants throughout their

generations."
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All right. So, Roy, can we see that picture of the basic tabernacle outline that we looked at

earlier? Yep. Very, very good. So, what have we got here? Let me just describe it for you

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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