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The Artisans of the Tabernacle

We have been studying in the preceding chapters the fact that God was explaining to Moses
what the people were to produce. Among other things, He was telling them what they were
to build in order that He could dwell among them. We marvel that He would want to dwell
among them, let alone be willing to prepare a place for them to meet with Him. So for us
also, there is the reality that You want to dwell among us, but that You want us to prepare a
place for You to dwell among us. Lord, help us to build a house for Your glory.
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We are in Exodus chapter thirty-one, and we are going to pick up at verse six, where we
closed off last week.
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[Exodus 31:6 NKJV] - "And I, indeed I, have appointed with him Aholiab the son of
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; and I have put wisdom in the hearts of all the

gifted artisans, that they may make all that I have commanded you:
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God expected the work to be done, but He provided for it two good workmen and a lot of
others to work with them. The "him" of verse six is the man we read about in verse two,
whose name is Bezalel. What do we know about Bezalel? He has got an interesting name. His
name means in the shadow of God. So if you were to go look for Bezalel, where would you
find him? You would find him in the shadow of God.

B, MELXITAETER, MBS TN R T, A HAF 2 TIRRA I — 2 TiE, $RTE
) Ty, BURIRAES IR, MRS, AT LR T2 07 e —NMERA
BENAT, AT EERE EMRERA T o BTDAIRIRE R FHRELRE, (RA] DAEMREREIfh? RS
REMAEHIEERAZ o

That is a peculiar expression. God is light, so light does not have any shadows, does it? So
how can you find him in the shadow of God if God does not have any shadow? I think that
you would find Bezalel behind whatever it is God is working on. If God were to be building a
house, then the house itself would cast a shadow from God, and so Aholiab would be behind
the building of the house. If you were to be walking continually in the shadow of God, you
would have to be hiding behind everything that He is doing. Frankly, that would be a pretty
exciting place to live, wouldn't it? "What great thing are You doing today, God? I want to hide

under Your shadow." So I think that Bezalel had a very close relationship with God.
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This other fellow in verse six was a man by the name of Aholiab. His name apparently means
the tent of my father or my father's tent. Now, the tabernacle is just another word for tent,
isn't it? God was building this tabernacle, and it was taking them about nine months. All of
them were involved in it in one way or another. Aholiab's name is "my father's tent." He was
totally associated with the tabernacle, the tent of his father. Do you think that these two men
knew a fair amount about God? Yeah, their lives were wrapped up in their father's tent. You
can understand why they would be good to build the tabernacle; they knew more about it

really than anybody else apart from Moses.
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God not only chose those two men, but He gifted them in order that He might choose them.
Welcome to Caroline and Cindy. We are in Exodus chapter thirty-one, so we will just keep
looking at verse six. God moved in the heart of Bezalel, He moved in the heart of Aholiab, but
He also put wisdom in the hearts of all who were gifted artisans, that they may make all that

I have commanded you.
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How did they get to be gifted artisans? They had spent their entire lives up to this point as
slaves. If they had any skills, it was in making bricks; that was their job. Moses said to them,
"Now I want you to start building all this fancy furniture and all these beautiful items for the
tabernacle." And they would have said, "Who, me?" If God were going to make the
tabernacle out of bricks, you could understand it. But He was going to make the tabernacle
out of metal and wood, and He was going to make it in a most beautiful way. These guys

probably said, "I think He has got the wrong people; we cannot do that."
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How is God going to build the church? He is going to use you and me. You say, "What? Why
would You choose me?" I often tell the Lord, "Lord, if I were going to build the church, I
never would start helping Harold to build the church. Why him?"
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So if you were one of these people marching in the wilderness with calloused hands because
of all the bricks you had been building, and we get to Sinai, and Moses says, "Okay, start
drawing, start crafting these beautiful vessels," what would you say? You would probably say,

"I cannot do that." And Moses would say, "Try. Don't just sit there; try."
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I am going to tell you another story about a boy who went to school. This boy was very much
like me: he couldn't draw. He would try to, and everything he put his hand to just didn't look
good at all—terrible stuff. The teacher would say to him, "Take this home to your mother; you
can put it on the fridge." And this is another story about people like me: he drew something
and gave it to his grandmother, who put it on the fridge. A visitor was in the kitchen one day
and saw it on the fridge, and said to the grandmother, "Did your grandson draw that?"
"Yeah," she said, "that's an airplane that he drew." They stayed in the kitchen for a while, and
then the grandson came in. The visitor pointed to the fridge and said, "Did you draw that?"
And the little boy said, "Yeah, that's a dinosaur." Yeah, that's the kind of artist I was!
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But I heard a story about a boy who was an artist like me. He was in class one day, and the
teacher said, "Now we are all going to draw a rose." So he sat there with his hands on the
desk, no pen or anything. The teacher came up to him and said, "Johnny, you should draw a

rose." He said, "I cannot do that." "Yes," she said, "you can do that. You just grab the pen,
and let me put my hand on yours." So he held the pen and she held his hand, and all of a
sudden lines started to appear. After a while, there was a beautiful rose on that paper. So she
said, "Now you take that home." He took it home and showed it to his mother, and she said,

"Who drew that?" "I drew it."
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Okay, I think that is the story behind these people. They said, "We have a great God. He
wants to make this beautiful building and all these beautiful things in it, and I believe He
could even use me." Not because they had all kinds of artistic skill. What do we have here?
God says, "I have put wisdom in the heart." Why can you and I do a great work for God?
Because we give God our heart, and He puts wisdom in our hearts so that He can use even

us. You say, "That's marvelous." That's what God wants to do with us.
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All right, so verse seven:
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[Exodus 31:7-11 NK]JV] - 7 the tabernacle of meeting, the ark of the Testimony and
the mercy seat that is on it, and all the furniture of the tabernacle--  the table and
its utensils, the pure gold lampstand with all its utensils, the altar of incense, ° the
altar of burnt offering with all its utensils, and the laver and its base-- '° the
garments of ministry, the holy garments for Aaron the priest and the garments of
his sons, to minister as priests, ! and the anointing oil and sweet incense for the
holy place. According to all that I have commanded you they shall do."
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Is that a lot of stuff? That is a lot of stuff! Who is going to make it? All the people are going to
be involved in making it. We are involved in the church of Jesus Christ at 16th Avenue Gospel
Chapel. Who is going to make it a success for God? Answer: all of us. Not a one-man job. All
of us, by the grace of God, are laboring together for His glory. What a wonderful thing!
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Verse eleven ends with the line, "According to all that I have commanded you, they shall do."
So what do you think happened when Moses got back to base camp? He called them
together and said, "I have got some instructions for you." And he probably added, "And I
think you had better take notes!"
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I was very disappointed one day, many, many years ago. I had a couple of men reporting to
me on a project, and I said, "We are going to meet this afternoon at such and such a time,
and I am going to tell you what we are going to do." So these two guys came into my office,
and just as we were about to start the meeting, I said, "Where is your notepad?" They said,
"We don't need that." I said, "I have got to give you very specific instructions as to what you
are supposed to do. Go back and get a notepad! You have got to do precisely what you are
told to do." Who was responsible for all this? Moses. He had to do what he was told to do,

instructing the people to do what they were told to do. I say, good for you, Moses!
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The Ordinance of the Sabbath

Verse twelve:
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[Exodus 31:12-13 NK]JV] - 12 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, '3 "Speak also
to the children of Israel, saying: "Surely My Sabbaths you shall keep, for it is a sign
between Me and you throughout your generations, that you may know that I am
the LORD who sanctifies you.
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What is the logic that just precedes this verse? You are going to make all that stuff, but you
have got to remember to take every seventh day off. You work for six days, and you take the
seventh day off to worship Me. Many, many people say, "I have got so much work to do, I
have got to work seven days a week. I cannot come to church on Sunday; I have got my work
to do." God says you don't have as much work to do as they did. You take Sunday for the

Lord; He will give you success for the rest of your days.
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I think it was Martin Luther who said once, "I have got so much work to do today, I will never
get through it if I don't spend two or three hours in prayer first." Have you ever noticed
sometimes you go to do a job that should take you ten minutes, and everything goes wrong,
and after two hours you still haven't finished the job? Have you ever had a job that was going
to take you two hours, but you start working on it, everything goes right, and it is all done in
ten minutes? You have got responsibilities for God; don't ever forget it. God's work comes
first. Take that Sabbath and use God's time for God's worship, and the rest will fit in. You will
be all right.
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So the Sabbath was pretty important, wasn't it? Let us see what verse fourteen says.
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[Exodus 31:14 NKJV] - You shall keep the Sabbath, therefore, for it is holy to you.
Everyone who profanes it shall surely be put to death; for whoever does any work

on it, that person shall be cut off from among his people.
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I think we often have a tendency to prioritize sin: these things are the worst, and down
below, these things don't really matter very much. If one were to prioritize sins, there would
be certain sins at the top, and probably at the bottom would be the Sabbath—it is not really
that important. And the Lord says the Sabbath is important.
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Now, I don't want us to get the wrong conclusion. The Sabbath was an Old Testament law
primarily for the Jewish people. Of all the Ten Commandments in the Old Testament, nine are
repeated in the New Testament. Which one is not repeated? The Sabbath. The Sabbath was
the seventh day—it was Saturday. But in our calendar, the Lord's Day is the first day of the
week, not the last day of the week. So in particular regarding the law of the Sabbath, there is
a distinction between the Old Testament to the Jew and the New Testament to the Church.
The Church was not commanded to keep the Sabbath. In many respects, the reason would
have been that Gentiles worked for Gentile employers and they didn't take a day off. So it
was never required that the Church keep the Sabbath in the same way that it was required

of the Jewish people.
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But God has done a wonderful thing for us. In Canada, we don't have to work on Sunday.
When Canada was put together, one of the laws that they passed way back in 1867, I believe,
was called the Lord's Day Act. For many years, it was illegal to operate a store or to sell
things on Sunday. Back in the 1970s in Vancouver, they basically said, "We don't need to

worry about that anymore," so we keep the stores open on Sunday all the time.
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So there are many things in the Old Testament that you are not required to do because we
are not Jewish, but you may do them just because it is wise and will be beneficial to you. I
have probably told you that in my life, especially as a student, but also in my working life, I
have tried not to work on my education or my employment on a Sunday. That is basically a
commitment that I made between myself and the Lord. I said, "If You want to give me
Sunday off, that's good, I'll give it to You." I did not always obey that, as my memory is
incomplete, but to the best of my mind, I never did break that commitment without suffering
severe consequences. Is that a good law or a bad law? I don't know about you, but I think it

is a good day. I like a day off. That is my own personal preference.
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So it was very important in the days of Moses. Verse fifteen:
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[Exodus 31:15-17 NKJV] - > Work shall be done for six days, but the seventh is the
Sabbath of rest, holy to the LORD. Whoever does any work on the Sabbath day, he
shall surely be put to death. ' Therefore the children of Israel shall keep the
Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their generations as a perpetual
covenant. !7 It is a sign between Me and the children of Israel forever; for in six
days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day He rested

and was refreshed."
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If you go to the land of Israel today, what are you going to find? They keep the Sabbath! It
says here it is supposed to be a sign between the children of Israel and the Lord forever.
They say, "Okay, 2026 is still part of forever. We are going to keep the Sabbath."
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Now, if you were to make a list of all sins, someone might put the Sabbath at the bottom. If
you were to go to the land of Israel today and say to them, "Make a list of the Ten
Commandments; what do you put at the top, and what do you put at the bottom?" they would
say, "As far as the nation is concerned, the law of the Sabbath is at the top; the others don't
really matter that much." That is why they have got such trouble in their land: they have put

their own priorities on the law of God.
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Verse eighteen says:
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[Exodus 31:18 NKJV] - And when He had made an end of speaking with him on
Mount Sinai, He gave Moses two tablets of the Testimony, tablets of stone, written
with the finger of God.
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Okay, that is the end of story number one—the story on the mountain.
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The Golden Calf

Now, what is going on down below? Chapter thirty-two, verse one:
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[Exodus 32:1 NK]JV] - Now when the people saw that Moses delayed coming down
from the mountain, the people gathered together to Aaron, and said to him, "Come,
make us gods that shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man who brought

us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him."
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There are two or three things wrong with that. First of all, at the end of the verse it says, "As
for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt..." Did Moses bring them
up out of the land of Egypt? No, it was God who did it! And when they lost sight of Moses,
they lost sight of God. How tragic!

XHPHW =R, HE, EX-THNEETIE: [ROSEA RSB EEPG ) 2 BEPE4I
I THIR RS ? A, ZHET ! SIE ARG, I E AR T, XRZ KB

10



Then they said to Aaron, "Aaron, make us some gods that will go before us, because we don't
have Moses anymore." I keep going back to it in my own mind and in my preaching: the fact
is that when God does not work on my schedule, I am often tempted to do something wrong.
Pray much and ask God to help you, but don't tell Him when! And that is where they made a
terrible mistake. The tragedy is that Aaron listened to them.

SRIEMATANEARYE:  TNEAS, NSRS, rTDAERRATATE S 5, FOABATAEAREN 7. ) REACH
BAEMPRE R AW EZIX — 5 B9, WA ERIRIIN AR TIEN, RETESRAEREMER, &
2R, SRAEINIR, (HAZEGIRMENE! X2 AR FafassiRr#yT, BRHET, AT 7t
s

Verse two:
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[Exodus 32:2 NKJV] - And Aaron said to them, "Break off the golden earrings which
are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to

me.
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Aaron, who is the boss here? The people said, "Aaron, you make us some gods." And Aaron
said, "Oh well, I guess I had better do what the people say." Have you ever heard of a
politician who makes his decisions based on the polls that he has read? Mahatma Gandhi had
a very famous line. Gandhi was one of the famous politicians in India during the Second
World War, and his philosophy went like this: "The people are rushing rapidly onward, and I
must hasten to follow them, for I am their leader." Most politicians are that way. "What do
you think about that?" "Let me check the polls! Oh, the polls say most people think this; I
agree with most people!"
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I think it is the prophet Ezekiel who says, "Like people, like priest." You have heard
expressions like "like father, like son," or "like mother, like daughter." So, "like priest, like

people," or "like people, like priest"—who is following whom? The people are to follow the
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priest, aren't they? What happens when you get the priest following the people? The kind of
disaster we are going to read about here! Aaron, the people are to follow you; don't you lead

them astray!
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PFERIEET]) — R — /T EERMIE—75? BEAIZEIRMER], A7 SIRIESEF M G N 2% 4
a2 SR RAETNHEX RIBFNIRIIE! A, EYENIZERMIR, RIS 1w 1!

He says, "Break off the golden earrings which are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and
your daughters." Where did they get golden earrings in their ears? What was their job?
Brickmakers. If you were a brickmaker, and your father was a brickmaker, and your
grandfather back a couple of hundred years were brickmakers, how many gold earrings
would you have? None! How did they get golden earrings? When they came out of Egypt,
they requested back pay from the people they worked for, and they gave them all kinds of
stuff. They had valuable gold earrings and jewels, and the Jewish people took them and put
them in their own ears and in the ears of their wives and sons.

fbiid: T NRIZE Y. ILZH EREIN, ) ITHS ERYSIE IR ERA? TR TAER 27 i

Ko AHRIRB NI SLE, IREVSCRZMEL L, RAGHARTE LEFEAT R ML kH, RG22 08H

W —MERAE! TR EASEEEI? TR TR LRI, fATE Ty T R AR ENASHY
KM, BRENGRG T TSR SAER I, M & SR HIANERE, ORAZE TR, 8E THC
NFETFMI LT H A b,

So verse three:

Fit DASE =77

[Exodus 32:3 NKJV] - So all the people broke off the golden earrings which were in

their ears, and brought them to Aaron.

U e T E BRI, FRAGTAE,

Frankly, the Bible doesn't say a lot of good things about earrings. In our generation, men
have started wearing earrings, and people who understand why say it is not for a very good

reason. So earrings are not the Bible's favorite.

HAY, ZENEIFHFRAEWKZLE, ERNDX—N, BATHEREIA, m 7 #RRAIZ RN T
248l Fr A AR E LT Z K.
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Verse four says:

CAURTIER

[Exodus 32:4 NKJV] - And he received the gold from their hand, and he fashioned it
with an engraving tool, and made a molded calf. Then they said, "This is your god,

O Israel, that brought you out of the land of Egypt!"

NEAS MR R, 57— R4, FAMZISS Bk, MiTstid: TRAEAI, X2 9IRH IR K
B! g

Then they said—not Aaron, but they said—"This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of
the land of Egypt!" Can you please explain to me the logic of that line? Where did this god
come from? It came from their own imagination! It came from their own design. It came
from their own rejection of the God of Moses. It came from the money that had been given to
them by God through the Egyptian people.

Ra TR W—ARYAe, W T B— TEAESIN, XZ R HIR St r L ) ARATIRE R FiRE

— NIXANSHZEIL? X DHEMIRERA? ek BARTE CRIER ! REMMTE SRR, REMMES
XEEPS 2 AR, R B AMEE RN A GZa T TR,

You go to the gods of the religions of the world today, and you ask them the question: "Can
you please explain to me where your god came from?" And you won't get much more sense
than that. That is the tragedy. People who have false gods always have no foundation for

their gods.

SRIREFNHFEAREBAV R E AT DEIRERERE— T URAIHOZ MR ESRAT? | fRITAE] HxX s
AEATRRIEE, XA ARRIFE. FRERMEIA, MR R 2T,

Is there any logical foundation for the Bible you have in front of you? Yes! There is no book
from antiquity that has anywhere near the accuracy of this book. People can come up with all
kinds of concoctions as to what is going to happen, what did happen, and what is the truth,
but if it is unrelated to God, if it is contrary to God, it is all absolutely false and nonsensical.

RAEVRERTIIX AR R LR A EANZERE? 21! b N R A ] — AR B AP RERS 5 I AT
£, MITATDHEEH R TRER AN 4 BEREM AU 2 ZHEHBSMEE, HINRES5HIK, W
ReSHEEmn, AseeR R BB,

I will tell you a story that happened to me many years ago. It was lunchtime, and I was

talking at the table with my boss and half a dozen other people in the company. Somehow the
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Lord enabled me to swing the conversation just a little bit toward Christianity. Somebody
said it is a matter of faith, and my boss said, "All faith is indefensible." Basically, you cannot
find a logical foundation for faith; all faith is indefensible. I said to him and the other men
around the table, "That's not true; my faith is defensible." He said to me, "We'll talk about
that some other time." He never came back to me with that. He has a faith: his faith says

there is no God, and it is totally indefensible!

TRV MREZFEAR S ERSE, SR BN, BRTAIER AT EHAET AR
W ARIER), EHERAERIEEMMEL SR, AAWRXEEORME, REERb: THrErE
DR, ) BA L, REAEIE ORI, FraRE O R ANERIR, BRI T
IR HAMALL:  TIRNRER, REEORA DEHE, o hx3id:  TERMSBIIISERX N, 1 il
WA PRI POL XD A —FEL: MMAYEOURRA M, TA Z 52 TCERHT Y

Verse five:

FHT:

[Exodus 32:5 NK]JV] - So when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it. And Aaron

made a proclamation and said, "Tomorrow is a feast to the LORD."

"WAEEW, SUEFBATRE, S50 I ZEAERRETT, J

No, this was a feast he made out of his own head. Many hundreds of years later, Jeroboam

got into real trouble for doing the same thing.
A, XM HCKRESBHERN T H, W2 EEE, P RZRME T R T R,
Verse six:

VAR

[Exodus 32:6 NKJV] - Then they rose early on the next day, offered burnt offerings,
and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up

to play.

"RETER, HEERIERNF25, S Tz, BRI, |

Was that a feast to the Lord? No, it was an excuse to have a party! What three things

happened at that party? Number one, they ate a lot. Number two, they drank a lot. Long
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time ago, I tried to figure out what constituted a party for people who didn't love the Lord
Jesus. I used to say to myself, if [ went to those parties, I would be bored silly! What does the
world do at its parties? We see it right here. What does the world do? "We'll all have a drink
together, we'll talk, we'll drink some more, we'll talk some more, and we'll drink some more."
And they call that a party! I used to say to myself, if I ever went to anything like that, I would
be bored silly. What a stupid thing to do! What does worldly partying mean? It means
drunkenness; it means terrible, bad things. Three things: number one, lots to eat; number
two, lots of drink; number three, the irresponsibility that follows when you drink too much.

Bad things follow those kinds of parties.

AR EHRAIAESF RS2 R, ARBIFIRG A D ARNIRON A4 TIE=fF? —, iz TRZ. %
=, 10 TIRZ. ARALART, FEIREFFEEN TAZ EHER KL, (T2 TR, Pod B8 HX
HOW, WRJBESHIFLEIRY, HRETWNET! tHALEATIHION Eft4? BANTEXEHRER T, tHA
fifta? TEAMIRE —EEE—, BIIR, HRE—K, B2, REHE2E—r | A HEAR RN !
BEEZENBCOY, WREESHBFERES), RITCINETR, 22 88HF! AR ERET2? B
DA, BIREAMERRE, =FF: B, 2R, 52, BRZ; $=, BZZEHRINNINSHUE.
PR RREE ARRRIRON o

That is what they did: they had a party, not a party to the Lord. They didn't take time to pray.
They didn't take time to praise the Lord for His wonderful work to them. They didn't even
take time to thank God for Moses. "We don't need Moses anymore; we have got a golden
calf! Look, it is pure gold!"

XLRAATATA . AT T —DNIRN, (BRI T ERIRN, AR A L R, A 17 A 1L (R

A S BB RO RET, MITEERAIEN ROV E R, TN EREES T, Bi1H—
HEAER!D BIR, IXRAEHT!

Moses Intercedes for Israel

Verse seven:

B

[Exodus 32:7 NKJV] - And the LORD said to Moses, "Go, get down! For your people

whom you brought out of the land of Egypt have corrupted themselves.

CHRFISEXSEEDU . T RRME! FOARRIERE, SR IRMIR AR, BN T, 1
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What does God say? He says, "Moses, they are your people. Moses, you brought them out of
the land of Egypt." Why did He say that? Because they had said Moses brought them out of
the land of Egypt! But they have corrupted themselves. What happened when they disobeyed
the God of heaven? They corrupted themselves.

UL T2 M TEEDY, MR TIREYS Bk EER, & TPRg EMIMR ISR, 1 (T2
X AUE? By TS St @ BEr eI R AR | (AT EALWOA T H . SMTEE X EAy#H
A 727 RTBOA T E Co

What do you know about sin? Here is a verse: "The lusts of the flesh war against the soul.”

Let me read a verse to you from Second Peter chapter one, verse four:

XFIIRANELAT 2?2 BIXFE—ME: TRIRFARRS RF R, | IEFRGIRITIELLIS G B2 —E 58P
FIEZIYE

[2 Peter 1:4 NKJV] - by which have been given to us exceedingly great and
precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature,

having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

MR, AR S 3 AR IR IR FRATT, IUFRATTRER 2t E N IBACRIIIR, #iiS 5 s s
. |

That is what we have got in the Bible: great and precious promises. What do you get if you
follow the Bible? Through these promises, you may be partakers of the divine nature. Would
you like to be like God on the inside as well as on the outside, so that you are a partaker of
His divine nature? The promises of the Bible will transform you from being an ordinary Joe to
being a partaker of the divine nature like Jesus. The promises in the Bible will do two things:
number one, they will make you like Jesus; and number two, you will escape the corruption
that is in the world through lust.

KR BN HEELEATIAR: XESSURRRINTF, WRIRERM L, (RRFEIF 2?2 EIERXENTF, /)
A DLS B A G, (RIEEAENEMIME LG R, MWMSMEstEa s ? 2LmMNIFSRIRMN—
MEIBANBE BN GERR— A S ARG I N, ZEBRNFRMNIFERE: B—, NS EIREGERE;
B, IRRMEE B ATEACRAYBIR,

What is happening to you today? It is very simple: you are either getting more and more like
Jesus, or you are getting more and more corrupted. Things are going from bad to worse on
the inside, on the outside, and everywhere else. You are either going up, or you are going

down. What happened when these people made their feast to this golden calf? They
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corrupted themselves. They stopped being like God, they stopped being like Jesus, and they
were corrupting themselves, eroding themselves, and destroying themselves.

SRIENRE EIEAER AT 27 ARH RS IRE2ZRGEORBGIRER, 2 BFHCREOA, FIHENLE, Fh
MBS DT HMINERGERE, IRAZIERLE, WUSER R XN RSB I &L 727 AR
THC. TG, AEEIER, MIIEEKAED, RMEC. BIFED,

And then God said to Moses in verse eight:

SRSEHRAE S\ T X BV I -

[Exodus 32:8 NKJV] - They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I
commanded them. They have made themselves a molded calf, and worshiped it and
sacrificed to it, and said, "This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the
land of Egypt!"

MRl 7 IR ISHIE, O E O 7 —HARRE, ArEREEIRSS, Ui TDAESI, X2 iR iR
NHBHIRH! 5

How do you think God felt under those circumstances? I keep repeating my stories because
I've only got a few! One day, I didn't come home for lunch. Mrs. Ross lived next door, and she
invited me to go with her son John for lunch. She served jelly sandwiches—yummy, high-
sugar sandwiches, really good sandwiches! My mother said, "Why didn't you come home for
lunch?" I said, "Because Mrs. Ross serves really good sandwiches." Now, how do you think
my mother felt? Was my mother happy? Did my mother say, "Go to Mrs. Ross's house for
lunch tomorrow"? She said, "Harold, you do not do that!" God says, "Don't do that!" Imagine
all the things that God had done for them, bringing them out of Egypt, and they have this
little golden calf sitting here, and they say, "This is the god. Moses brought us out, but really
this is god."

TRNNAEIRIIBOLT, #ft2msz? W—EESRIHEE, VRGB! K, TKARIKEZ
FiRe BHIRKEAENREE, WgIEHAMMA) LT 208 — RNk, MRt 7R =G —3Em i) milE =1
6, IFEEFZH=IR! HEWE: MOV ARRIRIZFR? 1 Fid: TR Z KRR =GR
Uiz, 1 BE, RANTRGE R 2EGE? Pl m4id? R ARA R TIIRAS:ETHIRKKRIZ T
PRy 2 4ii:  THarold, FRASEFARKEML! J #hi:  TAZTRFEML! ) BE— TR —], Rt
SR, MATEIEX /NG AR AR B DX i, BRI R, (ASEfR X2, |

Verse nine:
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FI:

[Exodus 32:9 NKJV] - And the LORD said to Moses, "I have seen this people, and

indeed it is a stiff-necked people!

CHRRISEXS VO TIRE IR 5 R A R H . 0

Stiff-necked! What kind of people are stiff-necked? They won't turn around. They are going
where they are going, and they are not going to turn around. My brother-in-law had a stiff-
necked cow. My brother-in-law said to the cow, "We are going to market, and you are going
to get on this trailer." And the stiff-necked cow said, "No!" They got the cow halfway up the
ramp, and the cow wouldn't go forward, wouldn't go back, and wouldn't move its head. My
brother-in-law did everything to get that cow to go up, and it wouldn't. So the cow had a
heart attack and died! God was very upset with these stiff-necked people.

BN 2R N SR ? T E RSk, MI8E B CEERTTRE, ArmEsk, HEVERE
— KA SRR, RATIERN RS TR RN T, (RE EIXWHES, | ISkEEE SRR E
oo TR MTHERRRERIBMR A —, BFREEAS BRT, ARG, ESkEAG), RAVHRER T —U)7p
RIEARCKA ER, Bl R. GiFARSREHODIER A AL 1! A X S hE SO B R HE R 1B,

Verse ten:

FHt

[Exodus 32:10 NKJV] - Now therefore, let Me alone, that My wrath may burn hot

against them and I may consume them. And I will make of you a great nation."

TBEIR B iE T, BEAMRATRIS, R4, SEIRNEEROYKRE, |

"These wicked people have done terrible things against Me. So Moses, step out of the way.
Let Me alone, Moses; let Me punish these people. If I do that, I will make of you a great
nation. Instead of being the children of Israel, Moses, they will be the children of Moses!

How do you like that?" What would you have done if God made you an offer like that?

MRS 7 rIMERS. ATDAUEEDS, fRibTF. mETR, BN, IERETTXE A, GIRPOXAES, K
B TRy BOUKREL P, fTAEZDAESINT0h, TR BCVEER 79N IRBFEARE? | RS
IRIBHIXFERIIRIL, RSB LM
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Verse eleven:

Bt

[Exodus 32:11 NK]JV] - Then Moses pleaded with the LORD his God, and said:
"LORD, why does Your wrath burn hot against Your people whom You have brought
out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand?

PEE PG SRARAI e —— MR phisd . THRARIAENT, R A ORI B 2 ZURIE? X E 2 VR KRERIR I
FMIRN T RAT, 1 ]

Moses didn't take the offer. Moses pleaded with the Lord his God. Who brought them out of
Egypt? The Israelites said the golden calf did it. Even God said, "You brought them out,
Moses." And Moses turned to God and prayed, "Lord, You brought them out of Egypt with
Your great power and with Your mighty hand." What kind of a man was Moses? He was a
good man. If you needed a friend, wouldn't you like Moses to be your friend?

BEVR I ARSI MR BEPESR B HRAAEAR AT, SRR T R A HT? DLESI 2 B PR,
Wyd:  TEEPY, SRUREMMISHRE, o EEVERAMeE Sl T2, REARREMA B FHEMATTMIR K
KA, 1 EEVERNERRIAN? MR DA SERIRFE IR, IRMEEA T BB O R R
f14?

He goes on in verse twelve:

LSS+ YRS

[Exodus 32:12 NK]JV] - Why should the Egyptians speak, and say, "He brought them
out to harm them, to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the
face of the earth'? Turn from Your fierce wrath, and relent from this harm to Your

people.

PR AER R TR 2, RE RS MA], EMTIRELS, RIIMH B 2 SRIRER
B, PRI, FAREmS R E R,

Good man, Moses! Verse thirteen:

gF NEEPE! S+ =0
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[Exodus 32:13 NKJV] - Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants, to
whom You swore by Your own self, and said to them, "I will multiply your
descendants as the stars of heaven; and all this land that I have spoken of I give to

your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.

ORIREEIRAM BRI, DAL PAES, RE4eE B CES:  TIRAERMEESGR LRI
%, FHHFAHAX e, HERMEE, MMEKicaszml. J |
How do you win an argument against God? If you wanted to do that, what would you do? You
quote God! "You cannot do that, because You said You wouldn't do that, God!" If you quote

back to God, you will win the argument with God every time. So who won the argument?

Moses!

TREFAESHRTBHEHHRNE? WRIRAZAENY, IREEAM? RS I HAAIEE! TR, EEREERRRES, Ky
EVOTIEA AR 1 WERIRIAEHS A SRS, (REEERREERFCHIRME, ABAUERITS 1 RFL?
P!

Verse fourteen:

FPY:

[Exodus 32:14 NK]JV] - So the LORD relented from the harm which He said He
would do to His people.

(FREREE N, AEFTHAY IR S R E i,

Moses Confronts the Camp

Moses had been up there now for forty days. Verse fifteen:

FEEPSAELL EEAR TR, SR

[Exodus 32:15 NK]JV] - And Moses turned and went down from the mountain, and
the two tablets of the Testimony were in his hand. The tablets were written on both

sides; on the one side and on the other they were written.
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How would you like to have been Moses? You have to carry two tablets of stone down the
mountain. I don't know how much they weighed. If you had something that weighed thirty,
forty, or fifty or more pounds, and you had to carry it down the mountain, you would have to
be an awfully strong person. In a very literal way, Moses was a strong man; in a spiritual

way, he was a far stronger man!

TRISEONEEPEIG? (RAATEE NG T, BAAEENEZE, WRIFE=1. N+ O +HEEE
HARI, SAEEE T, REFUE—MERREAA. EFmEs E, B2 M EREA; EEREX
E, et a N

Verse sixteen:

CIRRACE

[Exodus 32:16 NKJV] - Now the tablets were the work of God, and the writing was

the writing of God engraved on the tablets.

OB R LA, FRMER, ZIfERR . |

You would think it was pretty beautiful writing. Sometimes we see what is called calligraphy.
What is calligraphy? It is writing which is very, very artistic. My sister is a good writer; when
she writes, it is very good. Eric Peterson is a very good writer—a very artistic writer. When I
went to school and university, I used to do very poorly on my written material. When I took
exams, I had to write and write and write, and I used to get very poor marks on my written
work for two reasons: number one, I couldn't spell; and number two, the teacher couldn't

read what I wrote anyway! How do you think this writing was? Absolutely beautiful!

RENNIBRAER SRR 7IE, ANENERIFNBR AL (calligraphy) o fHARHIE? MIERHEEZAR
BIHE, RVHHF SRR, S5 FRNIEFE, Eric Peterson FHEIFHF—2 —~MIFHAZAR
BIFEE, G| EFMPAREN, EIBEMELEZBISIER RS, RSME AN LGS WS, mik
FBEE D BERRI, FEAEWRD: 8-, WAV, B2, BIMRANAHESE 74! Ay
FHIFINR 2 ERE? doxf4ise!

Can I tell you the story about why God wrote? Let me tell you about four things God wrote.
The first thing He wrote was the law: here it is, the Ten Commandments, "Thou shalt not..."

BRES IR IE TNt 2 B EIEEE? IERE IR T BE YA, MENE—FH2EE: T
i, TRAL- |
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What was the second thing God wrote? Well, there was a man by the name of Belshazzar one
day, and he had a great big party, something like these guys had. In the middle of that party,
God wrote with His finger on the wall: Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin. That was the sentence
of God—the consequence of breaking the law. The sentence and the conclusion was that

Belshazzar was dead before sunrise.

MERE _HHEBEHL? A—K, B-DBWUAEDEWIA, MWHF T — BRI, FUGIXE N —F,
PR AT R0, MR MAHESLERS LS55 *Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin®, #R2#9H k—iF
PCEEMNE R, HRFSEIRE, AVPHETE H HETmsE 17

Did God ever write again? What was the third time He wrote? Well, there was a woman who
was taken in adultery, and they wanted to kill that woman. The Bible says Jesus stooped
down and wrote in the sand. The first thing He wrote was the law; the second thing He wrote
was the sentence against breaking the law; the third thing He wrote was forgiveness. He
said to that lady, "Has no one condemned you?" She said, "No one, Lord." He said, "Neither

do I condemn you; go and sin no more."

MICEBEEFH? M =GRt 2aME? P EANTENSEE, WITEZERIRNEN, EL IR
BRE¥, £t b5y, SRS AL, MRS FREELHERAIR, MEE=1FF
R, MOARRHAA G THRAENEMRAITEIL? o Wbl TEW, &, o ik TERBAERPSE, X
e, AEALTET. |

What was the fourth thing He wrote? He basically wrote a book—I am going to call it a
bibliography of names. This is what He wrote in Revelation, I believe: that if any man breaks
My laws, I will take his name out of the book that I have written. He wrote a list of all the
people who had been forgiven of their sins. Their names are all in His book. I call it a
bibliography because associated with every name is all the wonderful things that God has

done for them.

S B R 4?7 EA LT T AR B—ER BRI FHREME R R R EEX A5 E
H: AERAEA BRI, HERMA TR B LIRS 7 — 0 BRI AR
P, IR TAEM I B E, BRRZ M, WASE DR TFERE RN, @A brIps e pT
AFYZH,

Is your name in that book? I hope so! What a tragedy if your name were not in the book! The
law is written and says "guilty"; the sentence is written, "no hope"; the forgiveness is written
in Jesus, "there is hope"; and the last that is written is the names of those who are forgiven,

and He is going to preserve it forever.
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All right, so coming down the mountain now with these precious tablets of stone in his hand,

he comes down to verse seventeen:

4, PAEMTHEERXNRIZ SO R, KBS

[Exodus 32:17 NKJV] - And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they
shouted, he said to Moses, "There is a noise of war in the camp."

AT DL EREORAT A &, AU R THEEEARRA &, 1

I don't know what the noise of war would sound like. It would be chaotic in every sense,
wouldn't it? Groaning and the clash of battle—just incredible noise. Joshua said, "There is

war down there, Moses! We have got a big problem; there is war!"

TARDEGRATE FITER R B A0, ESMEX SR —RIREL, 22 Mg, JeI)mfEs —
LNHELLEFHIWOM, BB TEEE, PEAEST 7! ROTERBROTT, A% |

Verse eighteen:

F1 /e

[Exodus 32:18 NKJV] - But he said: "It is not the noise of the shout of victory, Nor
the noise of the cry of defeat, But the sound of singing I hear."

EEPEY:  DXNEASTHEALAAE S, WAZAFTIRBRIE S, AT A2 BRI A &, J

Why were they singing? Probably most of them were drunk! There are times when a mob in
drunkenness sings. What do people sing when they are full of wine? They sin because they
have drunk too much alcohol. But when you are full of the Holy Spirit of God, raise your
voice, raise your volume, and sing! What a tragedy that there are times when people sing
when they are just full of liquor.

AT 2 ZHRE? KR Z B IEE: 7 AR S S 2 RAERFER RIS, S AR 1R iELE A
22 MACTRRREONE 7R Z RN, (B UREPIIER eI, JREIRIIE &, BORPRAYH & R H0EIE !
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Verse nineteen:

HHhm:

[Exodus 32:19 NK]JV] - So it was, as soon as he came near the camp, that he saw
the calf and the dancing. So Moses' anger became hot, and he cast the tablets out

of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain.

EVRBOTERT, WA WAEE, SCEWABRSE, A, JCRERRRIIEL R T,

He saw the calf. How big do you think the calf was? Maybe a small little calf, or maybe a big
calf? I think it was a big deal! When he came down the mountain, he saw the calf and he saw
the dancing. Dancing is usually not a very good thing; these people were probably very
drunk and a whole lot worse. And singing—I don't know what they were singing. Do you
think they were singing praises to the Lord? Do you think maybe they were singing some of
the songs of Egypt? They had watched the Egyptians have their wicked parties; do you think
they were singing some of those songs? They didn't have time to make up new songs. They
weren't singing songs of praise to the Lord, so they were probably singing songs of praise to

evil.

fBEE 7B, RANIBRABAE 2 K7 HvFR — UV AREE, B @ — R OB P RR
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Verse twenty:

FoA

[Exodus 32:20 NKJV] - Then he took the calf which they had made, burned it in the
fire, and ground it to powder; and he scattered it on the water and made the

children of Israel drink it.

SCRAEATIF BRI AR K BEE,  FETS R, UK B, AYDAESI AN, |

They made a big deal out of that calf; he made a big deal out of that calf! He said, "Your sin

is a very serious sin."
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All right, well, that is our story. Who brought them out of Egypt? God! It was not Moses, nor
was it the calf. It wasn't evolution, nor was it, "Let's have another laugh." God brought them
out, and He deserves the glory He is due. Don't play games with the God of heaven!
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Let us have a word of prayer:
LA — R A -

Lord, these stories are pretty heavy stuff. This was a heavy day, Lord. Sinners are pretty bad.
We marvel that after all the miracles that God had done for Israel, they were prepared to
turn to worship idolatry and in the process to make terrible sinners out of themselves. We
pray, Lord, that we might learn from this, and that we might follow You, and that the blessing
of our God might be upon us rather than the judgment of God. We are thankful that You
didn't just write law and sentence; You wrote forgiveness! Hallelujah! We give thanks now in

Jesus' name. Amen.
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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