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I hope you sometimes wake up in the middle of the night singing that song. A couple of

nights ago I woke up and said, "Lord, that's a good chorus."
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The other song is very simple. This morning we are going to say: "Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and you will be saved."
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"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ! Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ! Believe on the Lord Jesus

Christ, and thou shalt be saved! Amen, amen."
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So I explained that to my boss. He was a lawyer. I said, "Do you believe that?" He said, "No."
I said, "Why?" He said, "It's too simple." Aren't you glad the path to the Lord Jesus Christ is

simple? Not too simple—just wonderfully simple!
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The Man at the Pool of Bethesda

This morning, we are going to spend a little time on the story in John chapter 5—the man at
the pool of Bethesda. It's a good story; it's a simple story. There was a man at the pool of
Bethesda along with many, many others. Verse 3 of John chapter 5 says:
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[John 5:3 NKJV]
In these lay a great multitude of sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the

moving of the water.
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So this man at the pool of Bethesda on this day was a sick man. Verse 5 says he had an

infirmity thirty-eight years.
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[John 5:5 NKJV]

Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-eight years.
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He couldn't walk. Thirty-eight years and he couldn't walk. Was he born that way? Quite

possibly; we don't know for sure. But thirty-eight years is a long time to be sick.
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Is everybody okay? Welcome! For those of you who aren't familiar with who just came in, it is

Lydia's son and family, and Lydia's nephew and family. We're glad to see them! Their boys

are here, which is good.
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All right, so we're studying the story of the man who was lame. He couldn't walk; he'd been

an invalid for thirty-eight years. And so Jesus went to him one day. Verse 8 says:
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[John 5:8-9 NK]JV]
8 Jesus said to him, "Rise, take up your bed and walk." ° And immediately the man
was made well, took up his bed, and walked. And that day was the Sabbath.
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How would you feel if you hadn't walked for thirty-eight years and suddenly you walked?

That would have been a pretty exciting day!
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When I was studying this passage many years ago, I said, "If I had been in the next bed at
that Bethesda pool, I would have said, 'Me too!'"" I don't want to be left behind. If something
good like that is happening in the next bed, I say, "Me too!"
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I went to visit someone in the hospital here in Vancouver a few years ago. After I'd been with
him for a while, I said, "I would like to pray for you." So I prayed for him in the hospital. And
when I had finished praying, the man in the next bed said, "Me too!" So I went to the next
bed and I prayed for him.
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Not the End of the Story

Have you ever asked God to help you and He helped you? Is that the end of the story? No!
When God moves into your life, that's not the end of the story—that's the beginning of the
story! This man hadn't walked for thirty-eight years, and God healed him. That's not the end
of the story; that's the beginning of the story.
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Verse 9 says he took up his bed and walked. In verse 10 they asked him a question, and then

verse 11 says:
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[John 5:11 NKJV]
He answered them, "He who made me well said to me, 'Take up your bed and

walk.""
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He was sick, he was healed, and then he told others. If God has done something good for

you, tell somebody! And then what would you do next?
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Interestingly, verse 14 says:
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[John 5:14 NK]JV]
Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, "See, you have been

made well. Sin no more, lest a worse thing come upon you."
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What would you do if you hadn't walked for thirty-eight years? Some people would say, "If I
hadn't walked for thirty-eight years, I'd go home and tell everybody in the neighborhood."
Other people would say, "If I hadn't walked for thirty-eight years, I'd go straight to the golf
course." What did this man do? He went to the temple. Did he do the right thing? Sure he
did!
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If God did wonderful things for you, don't just tell somebody else—tell God! Don't just talk
about it; go and worship God. Why do we go to church? Because together we can tell God

how good He is.
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So there are four good things about this man:
1. He was sick.

2. He was healed.

3. He told others.

4. He went to the temple.
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Jesus found him in the temple. What does that mean? When Jesus does a wonderful work for
you and in you, He is not finished with you—He is looking for you too. So Jesus said, "I'm

going to be in the temple, looking for him when he comes to the temple."
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Do you think that was a big deal? It was a big deal for the man. It was a big deal for his
family. It was a big deal for the city of Jerusalem. And it was a big deal for the people who
didn't like Jesus.
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Equal with God and the Power to Judge

Verse 16 says:
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[John 5:16 NKJV]
For this reason the Jews persecuted Jesus, and sought to kill Him, because He had
done these things on the Sabbath.
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He healed somebody who had been lame for thirty-eight years, and so the Jews said, "Okay,
we'll kill Him." Verse 16 says they were doing this because He had done these things on the
Sabbath.
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What do we know about the Sabbath? There are certain things that you do on the Sabbath
and certain things you don't do. There's a particular day in the week when you've got to do
this and you don't have to do that. And the key thing about the Sabbath is: everybody can tell
what you do that day. All they have to do is look; they can see what you do. And even if you

don't get out of bed, they still know because you don't show up where you could have been.
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You know, some people are like that about religion. They like it because they say, "I can show
you what [ am. I'm really good—I do this, I do that." And so it becomes a key part of religion.
But what is the key part in the faith of the Lord Jesus Christ? What is the key part in

Christianity? Is it what you do on the Sabbath, or what you believe in your heart?
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Norma used to teach school, and she told the story about a little boy who was told to sit
down. The little boy didn't sit down. The teacher said, "Sit down, little boy!" And the little
boy didn't sit down. So the teacher went around behind him, put his hands on his shoulders,

and pushed him down. And what did the little boy say? He said, "I'm standing up inside!"
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Christianity is not what happens on the outside; it's what happens on the inside. Make sure

that you believe it in your heart.
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And these people wanted to kill Him. Verse 18 says:
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[John 5:18 NK]JV]
Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not only broke the
Sabbath, but also said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God.
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So what do we know about them? Number one, we know that they knew Jesus claimed to be
God! They knew He said He was God.
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Verse 22 says:
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[John 5:22-24 NKJV]

22 For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son, 23 that
all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the
Son does not honor the Father who sent Him. ?* "Most assuredly, I say to you, he
who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall

not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.
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So what do we know about Jesus?

1. He can heal the sick.

2. He loves people and visits them afterwards.
3. He said He was God.

4. He will be the Judge.
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We preach it and teach it often: it's true, after death every one of us will meet God—He is the

Judge.
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I told you the story about standing one day on the street at Burrard and Georgia, waiting for
the light to change so I could cross the street. I looked, and the man standing beside me was
one of the chief judges of the courts in Vancouver. I said to myself, "I would rather be
standing beside him than standing in front of him in the court!" And instead of telling me

that I was a bad man, we just had a little chat.
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Now, a judge is a nice person if he's your friend. But a judge is a scary person if he's going to

be your judge!
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Verse 22 says He is the Judge, but verse 23 says because He's the Judge, all men are to

honor Him, Jesus, just as they honor God.
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All over the world, people will tell you that Jesus was a good man. Doesn't matter what
religion you go to, they'll still say good things about Jesus. But you don't get to heaven
because you say good things about Jesus. What do you have to believe about Jesus?

1. He's God.

2. He's Judge.

3. I give Him equal honor that I give to God.
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Everlasting Life

All right, now verse 24 says:
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[John 5:24 NKJV]

"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent
Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from
death into life.
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If you want to believe in Jesus, what is it you're supposed to believe? That's the question. A
lot of people say, "Oh yeah, I believe in Jesus." What do you believe about Him? They say,
"Well, He was a good man; He did a lot of good things; He spoke a lot of good things. I
believe in Jesus." But if you're going to believe in Jesus and make sure you have eternal life,

what do you have to believe about Jesus?
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You have to believe:

1. He's the One who can heal people—including you from your sin.

2. Jesus is God. That's why He can heal and forgive your sins.

3. Jesus will be the Judge—my Judge, your Judge.

4. You've got to give equal honor to Jesus that you would give to God, and you've got to give

God all the honor that you would give Jesus.
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So what would you get if you believed that the Lord Jesus Christ really is God, the Judge, and
He's equal to all the honor that God is equal to? What would you get if you did that? Verse
24:

1. Everlasting life. Isn't that a good deal?

2. Shall not come into judgment. You'll never have to stand before a Judge who is going to
say you are guilty.

3. Passed from death unto life.
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If you were lying there alongside this man who had been there for thirty-eight years, and you
were given a choice—you could either be healed of your thirty-eight-year disability, or you

could have everlasting life—what would you take? You'd take everlasting life, wouldn't you?

QUERUR G I IESAEAR IR T =1 /RIS 55, ERAEIRIEATE — &R (REAMRIGE =1/ \FEI5EIK,
BOIRIGKE — ARSI —D? IREEFKE, AZE?

If you were healed of your disease, you might get an extra twenty years of normal life. Would
you rather have twenty years of ordinary life, or eternal life? You shall not come into
judgment. If you were terribly guilty of something awful—and most of us are—would you be
happy to be forgiven for all that? If you could skip death and get life, would that be

important? Yeah, absolutely!
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What a marvelous, marvelous story! This man didn't just get healed from his thirty-eight-year
problem; he got everlasting life. He believed in the God who is able not only to heal his body,
but far more importantly, to give him everlasting life.
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All right, so what was the verse we were singing? We sang Acts 16:31. What does it say?
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[Acts 16:31 NKJV]
So they said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your
household."
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So we won't send Norman to the piano, but we're going to sing it anyway: "Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved!" That's good news!
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Let's pray.
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Lord, thank You for bringing us together today. Thank You for the story of this man. He was a
good man, Lord. When he was asked if he wanted to be healed, he simply said yes. And he
had enough sense to go into the temple to thank God, and when he was there, he met Jesus.
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Lord, may we all be like him. May we go into the temple, into the fellowship of the people of

God and the Savior. And when we do so, may we meet Jesus.
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And Lord, teach us that Jesus is God, and He is Judge, and He deserves equal praise as God.
Lord, help us to believe this so that we might be saved. We ask these things in Jesus' name.

Amen! Amen! Amen!
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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