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Well, good to be with you again. Let's turn in our Bibles to the book of Luke, chapter 24.
Luke, chapter 24. You'll remember the story is that the Lord Jesus Christ has risen from the
dead. Oh, I'm sorry, it is Luke 24, I'm just getting confused on my pages. Luke 24, the story
is that, having risen from the dead, the Lord Jesus Christ meets many of His disciples, but in
particular, He meets two of His disciples or two of His followers who are leaving Jerusalem

the day He rose from the dead and walking to their hometown of Emmaus.
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And you remember that as the two of them were walking along, the Lord Jesus joined them
and walked with them. He asked them what they were talking about, and they mentioned to
Him that they were talking about the fact that the Lord Jesus had risen from the dead. That's
what was reported that day. And as they inquired more, the Lord Jesus began to explain to
them what had happened, and He taught them from the Scriptures the things about Himself,

including His death and burial and resurrection.
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And so a key verse is verse 27:

[Luke 24:27 NK]JV] - And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded

to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.
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So that would have been a wonderful thing. He went through the Old Testament and
explained the prophecies in the Old Testament about the Lord Jesus Christ—His life, His
death, His burial, His resurrection, His ascension. He taught them all from the Old
Testament. And frankly, that would have been a most wonderful sermon to listen to. I would

have loved to have sat in on that sermon.
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And so you'll remember how the story goes. Now He goes in and has supper, or they invite
Him to supper, and He sits down with them. When it's come time to break the bread, He took
the bread Himself, probably gave thanks for it, and He broke the bread before them, and
they saw His hands. Verse 31 says:

[Luke 24:31 NK]JV] - Then their eyes were opened and they knew Him; and He

vanished from their sight.
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The Lord Appears in Jerusalem

So that's the story. We're going to pick it up now in verse 33:

[Luke 24:33 NK]JV]
33 So they rose up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven

and those who were with them gathered together,
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So probably they left their home in Emmaus at around six or seven at night, and they went

back to Jerusalem, probably getting there at eight or nine o'clock at night. And the eleven
disciples were there, and many with them. There probably was a large number of people,



and they were all wondering how the Lord had appeared that day to several people. So when
they got back, the disciples said to them, verse 34 and verse 35:

[Luke 24:34-35 NKJV]
34 saying, "The Lord is risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!" 3> And they told
about the things that had happened on the road, and how He was known to them in

the breaking of bread.

fATIREIER: B ER BB AR, [MIZIERERGS, 2NARCAMURRE B ULsish, +— T IEMTF
ZRIMEEIE, RAEEIAMIZRS, MITEEE TR — K2 mmE L NEIRT, S E EHRE
I, TIGETAATN, 58 =Pkl =—+17:

Ui CERREN, CRRIAITE T T D ABUERS_ERTE IO S 2B AT Atk

H, WY T, ”

So it was an amazing evening, and each was telling the others about how the Lord had

appeared to some and to them. Verse 36:

[Luke 24:36 NKJV]
36 Now as they said these things, Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them, and said

to them, "Peace to you."
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Now, it doesn't say He knocked at the door. It doesn't say He had been there all the time. It
does say that He appeared to them. "He appeared" is probably the best way to say it. Now,
what happened when He was in Emmaus with these two people, when He was having supper
with them? What happened? He vanished out of their sight. It doesn't say He went away. All
it says is they could no longer see Him. Now here they are a couple of hours later in
Jerusalem, and the Lord Jesus reappears. He doesn't knock at the door and come in. He just

reappears; He shows Himself alive right in their midst.
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Now the question is: How did that happen? Now, the Lord is a spirit, and He can appear, and
He can disappear. But the fact that He appears or disappears has nothing to do with whether
He is there or not. It's just whether He is observed or not. When they were coming from
Jerusalem to Emmaus, the Lord appeared to them and walked with them. Then when He was
with them at supper in Emmaus, they recognized who He was, but then He disappeared.
Then they go to Jerusalem, and when they're in Jerusalem, He reappears. So where was He
when they were going from Emmaus back to Jerusalem? Where was Jesus at that time? It
almost looks like He was going with them, but they couldn't see Him because He had
disappeared. But it's very likely He was with them, because He got to Jerusalem the same
time they did.

A : XBEAKRER? ERDAR, el UEI, Walbilk, EMERiHEE, SHEEEiBEIx,
HEMREHRENAR, HMTIMERE RS 2 A S PHTE, ERMRATEIF S5 RT, StE S FTS
fATIZREEERS, MfTTIAM 7/l (EfBREETHA T, BEMMTRIES, SRR, Mt EE
T o BEALAMIMN AP RIS ARSI, EERERAENREENE? BRI ST, REMiER
WA, ORISR T (BMRATRES MIRAE, RO MFIARAIFEIN2DE 1 HRES AL,

All of which illustrates a very important point. Where is Jesus today? He is in heaven. Where
else is Jesus today? John says He's in our hearts. And so can we say this: "Jesus today is with
me; He today is with you." Can you see Him? No. Can you feel Him? No. Is He there? Yes.
Sometimes we are assured that He's there; most of the time we don't know He's there, but

He has promised to be with us and to be in us.
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A Body of Flesh and Bones

All right, back to the passage now. Verse 37 says:

[Luke 24:37 NK]JV]
37 But they were terrified and frightened, and supposed they had seen a spirit.
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They were terrified—that would be all the disciples, and the two on the road to Emmaus, and
all the others. They were all terrified and frightened, and they supposed they had seen a

spirit. Verse 38 and verse 39:

[Luke 24:38-39 NK]JV]
38 And He said to them, "Why are you troubled? And why do doubts arise in your
hearts? 3° Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for

a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have."
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What is the proof that you are here? You've got flesh, and you've got bones, and you've got
blood. And that is, if you like, an identifying reality regarding our lives. But Jesus said, "I
have flesh and bones." What happened to blood? The amazing and wonderful thing is that
His blood was shed on the cross. He gave His blood for us. And so He didn't say, "I've got

flesh and blood"; He said, "I've got flesh and bones, but My blood has been shed for you."
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And what is the proof that it was He who was talking to them? Verse 40:

[Luke 24:40 NKJV]
40 When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet.
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Okay, what is the identifying feature of the Lord Jesus even today? His hands and His feet.
How will you know Him when you see Him in eternity? You will see the wounds in His hands

and His feet. They will never be healed.
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Verse 41 through 43 says:

[Luke 24:41-43 NKJV]
41 But while they still did not believe for joy, and marveled, He said to them, "Have
you any food here?" 42 So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish and some

honeycomb. 43 And He took it and ate in their presence.
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It's an amazing line: "They did not believe Him for joy." We have in the English language the
phrase, "It's too good to be true." "There must be something wrong; this news is too good,"
we often say. And that's what they were saying. They said, "This is wonderful news. We know
it, but we find it hard to believe. It's too good to be true." And then He says to them, "Have
you any food here?" So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish and some honeycomb, and He
took it and ate in their presence. Why did He do that? Somehow He had to prove that He was
a reality rather than a vision. So when He ate the food, it went into His mouth, and He
chewed it, and it went down into His stomach, and they couldn't see it anymore. All of which
is evidence and proof that the Lord has risen indeed! He's not just a spirit; He has a human
body. When we get to heaven, we will see and be able to touch His body.
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Now, welcome to John! We're happy you're here, John. We are studying in the book of Luke,

chapter 24, at verse 44, so you can follow us—Luke chapter 24, verse 44.
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The Open Mind and the Great Commission

Verse 44 then says:

[Luke 24:44 NK]V]
44 Then He said to them, "These are the words which I spoke to you while I was
still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of

Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me."
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So the Lord Jesus now describes what we call the Old Testament. And the Jews divided the
Old Testament into three parts: the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms. Every book
that we have in our Old Testament was in one of those three parts of the Old Testament. So
how much of the prophecy regarding the Lord Jesus Christ was fulfilled in His lifetime, and
how much will be fulfilled in the future day? The answer is: It will all be fulfilled. That's very,
very encouraging. Now remember, the Lord Jesus was able to do many things when He was
alive to fulfill those prophecies. But there were other prophecies which a human being could
not fulfill. A human being couldn't do the miracles that He did. A human being couldn't
arrange to be born where He was born. And a human being couldn't arrange to be born
when He was born. So it was the movement of the hand of God that allowed these
prophecies to be fulfilled on His behalf, because no individual man could do the things that
had to be done to fulfill those prophecies.
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And now verse 45—this beautiful verse says:



[Luke 24:45 NK]JV]
45 And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures.
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Wouldn't you like to have been there for that sermon? He opened their understanding so that
they could understand the Scriptures. I say, "Lord, that's what I want You to do every time I
read the Bible. I want You to open my understanding so that I might comprehend the
Scriptures." So we're somewhat envious of Cleopas and the other who was with him on the
road to Emmaus, because they had two most outstanding sermons that they listened to.
Verse 27 says as they were walking, He began at Moses and all the Prophets and expounded
to them the things concerning Himself. And now verse 45: He opens their understanding that
they might comprehend the Scriptures. And our problem is we weren't there. You feel bad
you weren't there? The answer is yes, but what do we have? We have the writings of the New
Testament, each of which tells us more about what He had told them. He told them great
truths that evening, and those who wrote since then—Luke, Paul, John, Peter, James, and
Jude—they all told us more about what the Lord Jesus had said. So we get much of that
truth, but we're getting it secondhand through those who heard it.
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Now in verses 46 and 47, He outlines the responsibility associated with having learned that
truth:

[Luke 24:46-47 NK]JV]
46 Then He said to them, "Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the

Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, *” and that repentance and



remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at

Jerusalem.
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What are the most important parts of the story of Jesus? Verse 46: Christ must suffer, and He
had to rise from the dead. And the implication of that is that we must preach repentance for
the remission of sins. So verses 46 and 47 are a great summary of the life, death, and
purpose of the Lord Jesus Christ. This, therefore, should be our message wherever we go. We
say Jesus Christ suffered, He died, and then He rose again, and because of that, we can

preach repentance and the remission of sins. Therefore, verse 48:

[Luke 24:48 NKJV]
48 And you are witnesses of these things.
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We must be witnesses of these things too. We must tell people Jesus suffered and died and

rose again, and He offers repentance and forgiveness of sins. And then verse 49 says:

[Luke 24:49 NKJV]
49 "Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of

Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high."
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So the question is: How could we be witnesses of these things? We're not very good at
witnessing. How could we do it? And the answer is that fifty days from this day, the Lord
Jesus Christ will send the Holy Spirit, and He will empower all His witnesses to witness
properly for Him. And therefore, the disciples were not to leave Jerusalem, because the Holy
Spirit was going to come upon them when they were in Jerusalem. So they stayed together

waiting for the promise of God.
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Carried Up into Heaven

And all of this then up to verse 49 probably happened on the day of His resurrection. But we

know elsewhere, verse 50:

[Luke 24:50 NKJV]
°0'And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed

them.
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So when did He go to heaven? Forty days after having risen from the dead. So verse 49
probably refers to Day 1, and verse 50 probably refers to Day 40. Verse 51 says:

[Luke 24:51 NK]JV]
51 Now it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was parted from them and

carried up into heaven.
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So they left Jerusalem, simply climbed the hill to the east of Jerusalem up to the top of the
Mount of Olives, where the little town of Bethany was located. And when they got there—and
probably there were a hundred of them or more at this time—verse 50 says He blessed them.
All right, so He is blessing them, and what happens? While He blessed them, He was parted
from them and carried up into heaven. So He's blessing them, He's talking, and all of a
sudden He starts going up to heaven. And you can imagine them watching as He goes up.
What was He doing while He was going up? He was blessing them. I'm not sure precisely
what that was—probably saying good, wonderful, encouraging words to them. And so as He's
going up, they probably are listening and crying, "Lord, speak up!" And while He's blessing
them, He's going up.
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Now my question to you is simply this: When did He stop blessing them? He didn't stop
blessing them. He's been blessing His people ever since. They couldn't always hear Him,
they didn't always choose to hear, but He was always blessing them. When did the Lord stop
blessing you? He didn't. When will He stop blessing you? He won't. He's just gone up to
heaven, but that doesn't mean to say He isn't with us any more than He was not with the two
on the road to Emmaus. When they went from Jerusalem back to Emmaus, He was with them
then too. They couldn't hear Him, they couldn't see Him, but He was there. You can't hear
Him, you can't see Him, but as you read the Bible, He'll speak to you; as you meditate on

Him, He'll teach you. Let Him keep blessing you.
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Verse 52 and verse 53:
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[Luke 24:52-53 NK]JV]
52 And they worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, °3 and were

continually in the temple praising and blessing God. Amen.
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Were they happy? Yeah! Did they understand everything? No. Had He given them some good
promises? Yeah! What did they do with all those blessings? They worshiped Him, they
believed Him, and they let Him fill them with great joy. What did they do when they got back
to Jerusalem? Well, did they all go home, have a good sleep, and then go to work on the farm
the next day? No, they didn't do that. Verse 53 is wonderful: They were continually in the
temple praising and blessing God. They weren't alone; they were together. They weren't
farming; they went to the temple. When they got there, they didn't complain; they were
praising and blessing God. Well, that's what we should do. What are we going to do
tomorrow? We're going to get together, and we're going to continue to be praising and

blessing God. And what will He be doing? He will be blessing us and giving us great joy.
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So the last word in the book of Luke is "Amen." Why is that there? "Amen" basically means
"It's firm, I agree with that, that's wonderful." When you and I read the Bible, when we read
the book of Luke, when it's finished, we say, "Amen! That's good news, Lord! I believe that.
That's what I want in my life. You do for me what You did for those disciples." It's a
wonderful message.
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The Acts of the Apostles

So the logical question is: What happens next? And you'll remember that the author of the
book of Luke was this man, Dr. Luke. He was a medical doctor, he was an outstanding
Christian, but he was a historian. And so he wrote the book of Luke and addressed it to a
man whose name was Theophilus, and said, "I want to tell you what Jesus did." And so he
wrote the book of Luke. But after that, he said, "What comes next?" And so he started
writing again, and this time he wrote what we call the Book of the Acts of the Apostles.
Verses 1 and 2 are somewhat similar to the introductory words of the book of Luke. We'll

read verses 1 and 2 together:

[Acts 1:1-2 NK]JV]
! The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and
teach, ? until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit

had given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen,
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So what would this "former account" be? That would be the book of Luke. And to whom was
the book of Luke written? This man, Theophilus. Luke is basically saying, "Theophilus, this is
not the end of the story of Jesus. This is the end of His earthly life, but not the end of His
work." And so he goes back now, and in these verses he's going to explain the last few days
of the Lord Jesus' life and what He did at the end. First of all, in verse 1, what does the book
of Luke tell us about Jesus? It says that he wrote the account of all that Jesus began both to
do and teach. What is meant by the word began? Well, it means that all the teaching of Jesus
was not contained or given solely during His lifetime. He continued to teach through the
Bible—through the writings of Luke, Peter, Paul, James, John, and Jude. All of these writers
were writing as Jesus taught them. And the book of Luke contains what He said until the day
He was taken up from the earth. So Luke begins at the beginning of the life of Jesus and

carries on until He goes to heaven.
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And verse 3 says:

[Acts 1:3 NK]JV]

3 to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible
proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining
to the kingdom of God.
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So what did Jesus do during the forty days from the time He rose from the dead until He
ascended to heaven? He presented Himself alive by many infallible proofs. How do we know
Jesus rose from the dead? He gave to His disciples many infallible proofs. And those infallible
proofs have been passed down to us today; many of them we can still read about today.
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So what is meant by the phrase many infallible proofs? A proof is something that basically
says, "It's obvious, it's true, it's a proof." From a scientific point of view, it could be a
scientific and mathematical proof. From a legal point of view, it could be a legal proof,
sufficient to find a man innocent or guilty. And from a personal point of view, it could be
enough information to make a person go and do what he should do. Now, what is meant by
the word infallible? A proof is a proof, but some people could say, "Well, I'm not sure. Maybe
there's something wrong with my thinking; maybe there's something wrong with the science;
maybe there's something wrong with the evidence. It's a proof, but I'm not convinced." What
kind of proofs were they that He did really rise from the dead? They were infallible proofs!
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You can't say anything against them; they are infallible. How many proofs were there? Many!
Many infallible proofs. When were they given? Over a period of forty days. Okay, and how
many people saw those proofs? Paul tells us that on one occasion there were five hundred

people who saw the same thing at the same time, in the same place.
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Did Jesus rise from the dead? That is the central question for all mankind. The Bible says
yes. How do we know? Well, there were many infallible proofs. To whom are those infallible
proofs infallible? They're obvious to anybody who would honestly take the time to say, "I
want to know." To whom were those proofs infallible? To Jesus Christ. He one day will be the
Judge of every man and woman, boy and girl. He will say, "Did you believe Me?" They will
say, "Well, I really wasn't convinced; I wasn't sure; no, I didn't." What will He say? He will
say, "I gave you many infallible proofs; why didn't you believe Me?" And they will probably
say to the Judge, "I didn't consider Your proofs infallible." And the Judge will say to them, "I

consider those proofs infallible. You are guilty. You must be cast into the lake of fire."
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I've spoken to many people in my lifetime asking them whether they believe that Jesus rose
from the dead, and many said, "No, I don't believe it." I said to them, "What do you think of
the infallible proofs?" And they said, "Oh, I never even bothered looking at those. I don't care
about those." Many infallible proofs! God says they're infallible, and therefore there's no
excuse for rejecting them. The Judge says, "I will find you guilty for rejecting the infallible

proofs."
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The Promise of the Spirit

Verse 3 says that not only for forty days did He give many infallible proofs, but He also was
speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. What are these infallible proofs all
about? They're all about the kingdom of God. Are you ready for the kingdom of God? It would
be absolute folly if you weren't, wouldn't it? Because the kingdom of God is evidenced by the
many infallible proofs. Of course, the most important thing in our life is the coming kingdom
of God. So during these forty days now, what did the disciples and the others who loved the

Lord Jesus and knew about it do? Verse 4:

[Acts 1:4-5 NK]JV]

4 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart
from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, "you
have heard from Me; ° for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized

with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."
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The Christians got together often in those days. Let's make sure we do the same. And as we
read in Luke, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise
of the Father, which He said, "You have heard from Me." And then He explains it in verse 5:
"For John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many
days from now." And in fact, it turned out to be ten days, and they were responsible to wait
for the Holy Spirit for those ten days.
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Verse 6 says:

[Acts 1:6 NK]JV]
6 Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, "Lord, will You

at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?"
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Like many of the Old Testament saints, they were looking forward to the physical kingdom of
the Lord. But He had told them when He was alive that His kingdom was not of this world,
and that the kingdom of God was within them rather than a physical kingdom outside. But
here they're asking Him, "Lord, when will You restore that physical, obvious, earthly

kingdom? When will You restore that to Israel?" Verse 7:

[Acts 1:7 NK]JV]
7 And He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father

has put in His own authority.
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Now, it's interesting regarding prophecy. We sit here and we say, "Lord, what is going to
happen next?" And the Lord has told us much that is going to happen on this earth before
the kingdom is restored to Israel, and much is said about the fact that it will be restored to
Israel. So the prophecy that we understand from our Bible now is what is going to happen,
but we do not know when it is going to happen. So the schedule has no dates on it! Many,
many good men have made big mistakes by trying to put dates on God's prophecy when He's
going to do these things. We just don't know—don't put dates on God's prophecy!
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So instead of doing that, what should we do? Verse 8:

[Acts 1:8 NK]JV]

8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you
shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end
of the earth."
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So instead of trying to figure out the precise when, what are we to do? We're to submit to the
power of the Spirit of God and be a witness to Jesus all over the earth. All right! Well, again,
our time keeps going in this study, and so we should call it a time this evening. But the Lord
Jesus is about to go to heaven, and we'll catch that again in a couple of verses. In the
meantime, our responsibility is to tell people about Jesus. Well, again, the Lord bless us
tonight. Thank you all for being here. By the grace of God, we'll see most of you in the
morning. May the Lord bless us then too. So thank you, the Lord bless you. Let's have a word

of prayer.
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Lord, we're thankful that the Lord Jesus rose from the dead. And we're thankful that in those
forty days after He rose from the dead, He did so much to encourage us and reassure our
hearts. And we thank You that having gone to heaven, He is still blessing His people; He's
still blessing us. Thank You. Now, Lord, much of what we talked about tonight was the

promise that the Holy Spirit would be given. And we're thankful, as we will read next week,
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that He did come. Lord, help us to recognize that He is with us as believers, and help us to
be obedient to Him and to move at His instigation. And so we give thanks now in the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ, looking to You for blessing today, tonight, tomorrow, and into the next
week. We ask all these things in Jesus' name. Amen.
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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