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The Memory Verse: John 14:6

Happy birthday to you. Okay, I told you before you're one of my favorite choirs. You sing that
very beautifully.
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Again, now this morning, some thoughts on John chapter 14 and verse 6.
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John 14, verse 6. This is a memory verse—you should have that verse memorized.

[John 14:6 NK]JV] - Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through Me.

igtEs HUESE N, XE—AEIREX, RITECEE R, > [John 14:6 NKJV] - Jesus said to
him, "T am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.

Now, there are some rules about memorizing verses in the Bible. The fact is that you will find
the words easier to remember than the location. So when you memorize a verse, you go over
the words. But the better way to memorize the verse is to start with the location, then
memorize the words, and then state the location again: reference before, reference after,
and the verse in the middle. If you do it that way in three parts, it will be easier for you to

remember it.
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Very good! So this chorus is written so that you remember how to memorize it: the

reference, the verse, and the reference.
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How many of you know Chu? Do you know why Chu came to 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel? I'll
tell you why. He came to Canada and lived on 19th Avenue. He walked down 16th and 17th
Avenue. We had a Bible verse then at the back of the chapel on 17th Avenue that said:

[John 14:6 NKJV] - Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through Me.

A Z/0 NNRA (Chu) ? REBEAR N 2% 2(16th Avenue Gospel Chapelld? F&IFIRTREE,
REMER, FAEHETIURIE, MEEER T /NKEMHERIE, SANBAE - ERERAH LGS T
—NRAEKX, LHEE%: >[John 14:6 NKJV] - Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.

He saw the verse and said to his wife, "That's the verse that the Lord used to save me. I

think we should go and check out that church. Maybe that's the church we should go to."
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All right, so let's have a word of prayer, and then we'll have a quick look at some verses.
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Lord Jesus, we want to thank You for the fact that You are the way, the truth, and the life. We
thank You that You can tell us that You are the way. Lord, we want to go Your way, so teach

us about that this morning, we pray. We ask it in Jesus' name, Amen.
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A Warning Repeated: Proverbs 14:12 & 16:25

All right, so we're going to divide right down the middle. Lisa, your side is going to look up in
the Bible Proverbs chapter 14, verse 12. And Caddy, your side is going to look up Proverbs
chapter 16, verse 25.
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Very good! Now I want somebody to volunteer to read that verse. Vic is going to read it;

listen carefully.

[Proverbs 14:12 NKJV] - There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is
the way of death.

EE G BIEREE S EF AT AR MR, 4 (Vie) Kk, KZEAF4WT, > [Proverbs 14:12
NKJV] - There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.

Okay, so on this side, was that the right verse? Yes. On this side, was that the right verse?
What does this show you? That verse is in the Bible twice, exactly the same in two places.

Why is that important? Because it's important—that's why!
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Now I want us to look at that verse a little carefully. "There is a way which seems right to a
man, but its end is the way of death." So the question is: how many different ways are there
that seem right to a man whose end is death? There's a way that is right—that's the Lord

Jesus Christ. How many ways are wrong? Many, many!
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If you go to the Authorized Version, it's a little easier to understand. The Authorized Version
says, "There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of
death." Here is the logic: Jesus is the right way, and all the other ways are just the wrong
way. All the other ways are going to lead to all kinds of things, but at the end, it's death.
Which way do you want to be on? You say, "I want to be on the right way." If you're not on the

right way, you're on the wrong way.
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Two Ways: The Narrow Way and the Broad Way

Do you remember? I guess we could turn there now, to the Book of Matthew chapter 7, verse
13 and 14:

[Matthew 7:13-14 NK]JV] - '3 "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and
broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. '#
Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there

are few who find it.

PRIBEICEIE? BARBATAT DARHE S A& = 58 E =S+ =AM+ 0995 > [Matthew 7:13-14 NKJV] - ¥ "Enter
by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there
are many who go in by it. ' Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life,

and there are few who find it.

How many ways? Only two now: there's the broad way and the narrow way. How broad is the
broad way? All kinds of people going in all kinds of directions. Where does it end? All the

people on the broad way end up in the same place. Where is that? Death.
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You know, it's all very simple. You're on the broad way or you're on the narrow way. If you
meet people on the narrow way and start to talk to them, you understand them and they
understand you because you're on the narrow way. If you were on the broad way and met
people on the broad way, they would say, "I'm going this way, you're going that way," but
deep down inside, you'd be just like them because you're all on the same wrong way. The
wrong way is very, very broad, but it's similar for everybody; it's still the broad way.
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It seems amazing to me that people who are on the broad way usually disagree with each
other, while people who are on the narrow way agree with each other. The issue then is, as
the verse we read says, "There is a way which seems right to a man." We all think that the

way we're on seems right. Whether it's the right way or the wrong way, we feel it's right.
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Why are people on the broad way? Because other people agree with them. They all basically
say, "There's no God. We don't have to worry about that. We can do what we want." They are
all motivated by the same thing and think the same way. Going in all different directions,

they are all basically on the wrong way.
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So many people out there in the world are asking the question: "Which way is the better
way?" Some people say, "Well, the way is this religion, or that religion, or another religion, or
no religion. We've got to follow this man, or that man, or no man." But they're all basically
the same way—the same way that says Jesus is wrong. They say, "I choose not to believe in

Jesus."
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So the Lord says two ways: the narrow way and the broad way; the way that leads to life, and
the way that leads to death. The issue that we face is this: there is only one God. Which of
the alternatives to God is better? A good man who has a good job, looks after his family, and
does good things, versus a bad man who is a drunk on skid row all the time—which of those
men is better? The answer is: none of them is better than the other; they're all totally lost. If

there's only one right way, every other way is the wrong way. It's all very, very simple.
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Somebody asked me one day, "Harold, how many different religions are there?" I said to him,
"George, I think there are as many different religions as there are people who don't want to

be on the right way—who don't want Jesus."
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The Door to Abundant Life

Look at John chapter 10. "There is a way that seems right to a man, but the end thereof are
the ways of death." John 10:9-10:

[John 10:9-10 NKJV] - ° I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and
will go in and out and find pasture. '° The thief does not come except to steal, and
to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have

it more abundantly.

BAREESR TE, “BFKK, ADNIE, BERONRTZE, 7 A@EES TEENLETT: > [John
10:9-10 NKJV] - * T am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out
and find pasture. '’ The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have

come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

How do you get onto the narrow way? You go through the door. Who is the door? Jesus! Who
is the way? Jesus! It's all about Jesus. There are only two ways in the world: follow Jesus, or
say no to Jesus, the God who made us, saying, "No, I won't go Your way." Every other way is

a similar way—it's all wrong.
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What do you get if you go through the door, the Lord Jesus? What do you get? You get life!
What do you get if you go another way? The end thereof are the ways of death. You get your
choice. It's pretty obvious, isn't it? What kind of life do you get if you follow Jesus? Abundant
life!
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An lllustration of Abundance

Have you ever had abundance—something more than you really wanted? It was just about
this time of year, and I was probably fifteen years old. We were going to go on our vacation

up to Sechelt for a couple of weeks on the water.
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That particular afternoon I was downtown, and I thought, "I'm just going to go to my father's
office, and I'll go home with my father on the bus." What I didn't know was that one of the
men who was a customer of my father—my father was a banker—had said to him on that day
(it was a Friday), "What are you doing this weekend?" My father said, "Well, actually, our

family is going on a vacation for a couple of weeks up to Sechelt."
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The man said, "Well, as you know, I'm in the fruit business; I'm a food distributor. Would you
like a little fruit to take up for your vacation?" My father said, "Yes, that would be very nice."

So he said, "Give me the keys to your car, and I'll put a little fruit in the car."
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I came to my father's office, and he said, "You go sit in the car. I think you'll maybe find some
fruit in there. If you'd like something to nibble on, grab yourself a piece of fruit." So I went to
the car. What do you think I saw? I saw boxes and boxes and boxes of fruit! I said, "What on

earth is going on?"
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I thought, "I'd probably like to eat a peach." I hunted for a peach. There was an entire box, a
great big box of peaches! And there was another box of watermelons. I was absolutely
flabbergasted. I love fruit! The man who gave us the fruit probably figured that there were
fifteen of us in the family. Do you think I was happy with the abundance of fruit?
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What's going to happen when I get to heaven? I'm going to have abundance of life! What do I
get in the meantime? More than I can handle of the good things of life—that's what I get!
"There is a way that seems right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death."



Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life." And the life that you get is abundant life! I
say, "Thank You, Lord!"
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I'm glad the Lord put that verse in Proverbs in two places, because we could forget it if we

weren't reminded how important it is.
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Lord, we want to thank You. You're a good God. You promise us so much wonderful blessings,
and so many say, "I don't want God's goodness; I'd rather have the devil's lies and the
heartbreak and sorrow that goes with it." Lord, their way is the wrong way. We thank You
that the way of the Lord Jesus is a way of truth and a way of life. We thank You for all this,
and we thank You in Jesus' name for all He did for us. Amen. Amen. Amen.
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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