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Again, good evening to all. Nice to have you with us tonight. As you will remember, last
Saturday night we started looking at the book of Acts, trying to learn the truth of God for our

hearts from Acts chapter one.

REM L4F, AEREERIRFIRBAME . REWEAMILE, W EDEHIZITGE, BAMEFSIHIETES
—H, fEEEITES -BEEYS EERIEEL,

Waiting for God's Schedule

Back now to Acts chapter one, and we're going to start at verse six to pick up the theme. It

says:

[Acts 1:6-7 NK]JV]
6 Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, "Lord, will You
at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 And He said to them, "It is not for you

to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority.
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I suppose one of the biggest issues in the Christian life is: when is God going to do what He's
going to do? We often pray and say, "Lord, I would like You to do this, and frankly, I would
like You to do it today." And He often says to us, "I will do it, but I will do it on My schedule,
not on yours." One of the hardest things we have to do is submit ourselves to God's schedule
for us. He promised to do great things for us—far greater than we could pray, than we could

understand, than we could expect. And so when we pray, we have to say, "Lord, I would like



You to do this for me, I would like You to do it Your way, and I would like You to do it in Your

time."
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What do we do in the meantime? Verse eight:

[Acts 1:8 NK]JV]

8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you
shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end
of the earth."
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God has made many wonderful promises to Christians, and He will one day bring in His
kingdom. In the meantime, our responsibility is to wait, and to be a witness while we wait.
That's our responsibility. He has promised; our responsibility is to tell the world about the
promise and to keep on waiting. He will bring about His promises in His own time. How will
He enable us to do that? He will bring us the power of the Holy Spirit in order to fulfill His

will in His time in our lives.
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Now I want you to note the specific words in this verse. The Lord Jesus said, "You shall be
witnesses to Me." Here is a group today who call themselves Christians, but in fact they call
themselves Jehovah's Witnesses. I keep saying to myself, and often to them, if they were true
to their responsibility to the Bible, they would be witnesses about Jesus. They talk a lot
about Jehovah, but they don't talk about Jesus.
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Many people in the world today talk about God. Many churches spend most of their time
talking about God. The Christian is to be talking all the time about the Lord Jesus. Don't be
deluded; don't turn away from Jesus. It's Jesus who saved us. God the Father is a wonderful

God, but our responsibility is to be witnesses unto Jesus.

SRS ERZ NEAEIRICH, W2AIMRERIN RIERIEH, EREEEN 2 — B ERIC TR, £~
BHIRT, NEBITHER, RESERRR T A, QM2 — (A adrs, HBRMIAI TR 4 BB E DL,

The Ascension and the Promised Return

Now remember that all these things took place just east of Jerusalem, on the Mount of
Olives. That's where He was on the day of ascension. So verse nine says:

[Acts 1:9-10 NK]JV]
9 Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up,
and a cloud received Him out of their sight. ' And while they looked steadfastly

toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel,
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The ascension was a truly amazing event, and these two angels came to explain and to
confirm what had happened. Now it's interesting: you'll remember that when the Lord Jesus
Christ was born, there were a multitude of angels praising God and explaining to the
shepherds what had happened. And at the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ forty days
before this, there were two angels at the place where Jesus had lain in the sepulcher, and
they explained to the women and others what had happened. Now again at the ascension,
you have two angels—possibly the same two angels who were at the resurrection. But at His
birth, at His resurrection, and at His ascension, in all cases, there was angelic witness to
what had happened.
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How do we know what happened? The angels confirmed it. So the question is: what did they

say? Acts chapter one and verse eleven:

[Acts 1:11 NK]JV]
11 who also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This
same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as

you saw Him go into heaven."
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What happened to Jesus that day? He went up into heaven; God took Him back into heaven.
What is going to happen at some future point? He will come in like manner. The Bible tells us
that He will be coming to the same place: the Mount of Olives. As He went up into a cloud,
so He will come down from a cloud. And so I've told you that I spent a few hours once sitting
on the Mount of Olives looking up into heaven, just pondering the wonderful thought that He
went up into heaven and He's going to come back. I kept looking most of the day, seeing if
He was going to come back then. No, I knew He wouldn't come back then, but I was looking;
He might come back this way, that way, from this place, or that place. He's going to come
back to the Mount of Olives! Hallelujah!
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Devoted to Prayer

So what happens next? Verse twelve:

[Acts 1:12-13 NKJV]

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near



Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey. !> And when they had entered, they went up
into the upper room where they were staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew;
Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and Matthew; James the son of Alphaeus and

Simon the Zealot; and Judas the son of James.
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So there was a large upper room where they had all gathered. We're not sure where that
room was or what it was. It could even have been the large upper room that they were in
when the Lord Jesus led them through the Passover supper. They had a large upper room
then. We don't know the details, but we do know verse fourteen.

[Acts 1:14 NKJV]
14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.
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So we don't know how many were there, but we do know that there were three groups: there
were the disciples and those who had gathered with them, there were the women, and then
there was Jesus' family—His mother and His brothers. In some wonderful way, Jesus'
brothers had been converted. They were not believers during much of His life, but after the

resurrection, they were confirmed as believers, praise the Lord!
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In verse fourteen it says, "These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication."
What are they going to do? The Lord Jesus had told them that He was going to send the Holy
Spirit to them, and that they were to wait. They had watched Him go to heaven, and they
were confirmed of His resurrection. So the question is: what are they going to do? We're
going to find out later it was ten days that they were going to be waiting for the Spirit to



come—ten days between the ascension and the descent of the Spirit at Pentecost. "These all
continued with one accord in prayer and supplication." I think they had a ten-day prayer
meeting! Who would be there? Again, the disciples, the women, and the Lord's family. The

next verse is going to tell us about a hundred and twenty people.
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Have you noticed that our prayer meetings are usually very short? Sometimes when we pray,
we pray for a minute or two. Sometimes when we pray with others, we can even be at a
prayer meeting that goes on for an hour. It was my privilege about ten years ago to go to a
prayer meeting in the United States. There were about a hundred of us gathered, and we
were to pray all week long. We probably were in prayer for three or four hours a day,
between breaks and so on, for four days. We ended up with fifteen to twenty hours of prayer.
Unfortunately, that's the longest prayer meeting ['ve ever been at. What's the matter with

me? These were together praying for ten days!
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What happened as a result of our being together for those twenty hours of actual praying?
God blessed in many ways, and in particular, I was most encouraged in my own heart and
life, and God answered many prayers as a result of that—even at 16th Avenue Gospel
Chapel. What happened as a result of this prayer meeting in Acts? It was the foundation of

much that was going to happen in the rest of this chapter, in chapter two, and following.
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But there's one lovely phrase here in verse fourteen: "These all continued with one accord."
Have you ever noticed that if you pray with someone, instead of making an enemy, enemies
are reconciled when they pray together? You want to have a really good friend? You pray
with them a lot. Real prayer unites people; it's marvelous. I guess I can say in my life, many
of those that I am closest to are those that I pray with the most. All of which says: pray more.

Pray alone more, but pray with others more. The Lord will bless!
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Replacing Judas and Laying a Solid Foundation

A specific problem was to be put right. Verse fifteen:

[Acts 1:15-16 NKJV]

15 And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples (altogether the
number of names was about a hundred and twenty), and said, '® "Men and
brethren, this Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke before by
the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested

Jesus;
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Okay, so the first thing is that there were about a hundred and twenty in that group. That's
not very many people to turn the world upside down. Why did they end up having so much
power? In part, because they prayed together for ten days. So he says now in verse sixteen

that we've got a problem regarding Judas.

[Acts 1:17-19 NKJV]

17 for he was numbered with us and obtained a part in this ministry." '8 (Now this
man purchased a field with the wages of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst
open in the middle and all his entrails gushed out. '° And it became known to all
those dwelling in Jerusalem; so that field is called in their own language, Akel
Dama, that is, Field of Blood.)
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He was numbered with us and obtained a part in our ministry, but the implication is that he
was very, very bad. So he explains what happened. It says he purchased a field, and the
question is: where is that field, and what happened to it? It is still on the outskirts of
Jerusalem. Even to this day, if you went to Jerusalem, they could take you to precisely that
field. It says that he fell headlong and burst open. He probably fell on his sword, and as he
fell on the sword, his body burst open. But elsewhere we read that he hanged himself. So the
question is: which is right? Did he hang himself, or was he thrust through with a sword? The
obvious conclusion is he did both.
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Have you ever heard of somebody who tried to commit suicide and it didn't work? Frankly, I
think that would be very disappointing, and probably a mutilation of the body that was hard
to overcome. I've only met one person who tried to commit suicide and it didn't work. By the
grace of God, she fellowshipped with us at 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel. The first time she
tried to commit suicide, it didn't work. The second time she tried to commit suicide, she first
went and found a Bible. She bought a second-hand Bible on 4th Avenue and started to read
it. And instead of committing suicide, she committed her life to the Lord Jesus Christ as
Savior. And the Lord did wonderful things for that woman—not only for her, but for her
family both in Canada and in Greece. He did wonderful things through her in the lives of
others as well.
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I think Judas was afraid that if he committed suicide he would fail, so I think he hung himself
in such a way that as he came down, he not only broke his neck, but he also landed on his

sword and his innards gushed out. Verse nineteen says it became known to all those dwelling



in Jerusalem, so that the field is called in their language Akel Dama, that is, Field of Blood.
It's still there today.
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But the saints were reading their Bibles, and they came across the Book of Psalms. Verse

twenty:

[Acts 1:20 NK]JV]
20 "For it is written in the Book of Psalms: "Let his dwelling place be desolate, And

let no one live in it'; and, "Let another take his office.'
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They basically followed the logic which said he was a traitor, and he despised the Lord and
despised the Christian path. Therefore, we must get someone else to fill his place. We don't
want people to say that we accepted him; he was to be dismissed and replaced. And so these

verses from the Psalms confirmed what action should be taken.
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Verse twenty-one:



[Acts 1:21-26 NKJV]

21 "Therefore, of these men who have accompanied us all the time that the Lord
Jesus went in and out among us, ?? beginning from the baptism of John to that day
when He was taken up from us, one of these must become a witness with us of His
resurrection." 23 And they proposed two: Joseph called Barsabas, who was
surnamed Justus, and Matthias. ** And they prayed and said, "You, O Lord, who
know the hearts of all, show which of these two You have chosen ?° to take part in
this ministry and apostleship from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might
go to his own place." 2 And they cast their lots, and the lot fell on Matthias. And he

was numbered with the eleven apostles.
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So he said, "We must come up with a solid foundation. We must replace Judas. We must have
a witness package: twelve of us must be able to say, 'l knew Him, I was with Him all through

His ministry, and I noted that He rose from the dead." They noted that there were at least
two who had been with them all the time. There were the twelve disciples, but there were
many others who traveled with the Lord Jesus for those three years of His ministry. So they
proposed two: Joseph called Barsabas (who was surnamed Justus) and Matthias. So they said
both Justus and Matthias qualify, we think, for the position to be filled, to take over where

Judas failed.
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What would you do if there was a similar situation in our day? Under those circumstances,
what would you do? Verse twenty-four is obvious: they prayed. That's what we would do.
Don't make important decisions in life without praying! So verse twenty-four, they prayed

and said, "You, O Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which of these two You have
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chosen." Then verse twenty-six says, "And they cast their lots, and the lot fell on Matthias.

And he was numbered with the eleven apostles."
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As I mentioned before, this was not simply a prayer item, nor was it simply a vote. It was a
combination: casting lots so that the Lord would decide, and prayer so that He would be
there to decide. Don't think that Christian men or Christian women in a small group or a
large group could by vote come up with the right decision. By praying here and by casting

lots, both decisions were left in the hands of God.
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Very good. So the first thing they did then was they had to lay a solid foundation for the work
of God, and they did lay that foundation. That's what chapter one ends up focusing on: the
importance of a solid foundation for the work of God. We must all, like the apostles and
disciples, have a solid input to the foundation of the work of God. Don't be like Judas and

destroy the foundation to the work of God!
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The Day of Pentecost

All right, chapter two now:

[Acts 2:1-4 NKJV]

1 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one
place. ? And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty
wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 Then there appeared
to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. * And they were
all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit

gave them utterance.
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So they'd been together, as I mentioned earlier, they had been together for ten days. And
they were all with one accord after ten days. They didn't fight to find out which one was
going to be boss. They didn't fight to determine who was going to do all the work. They
didn't organize to put together a structure that seemed to make sense to them. They prayed
and they were all in perfect harmony, getting along really well because they had prayed
together and hadn't been doing other things.
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Now we're not sure precisely where they were, but it says, "Suddenly there came a sound
from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were
sitting." So they were in some sort of a house somewhere; we don't know precisely the
location, but in all probability it was very near the temple. It says, "There appeared to them
divided tongues as of fire, and one sat upon each of them." There came a sound and then the
appearance. The sound is discussed in verse two, the appearance in verse three—something
very strange: a sound they had never heard, and an appearance of divided tongues or flames
that they had never seen. Verse four: "And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began
to speak with other tongues [or languages] as the Spirit gave them utterance." So a very
strange phenomenon, and they all started speaking with tongues—very, very different.
Nobody had ever heard of anything like this before.
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

12



	Waiting for the Promise and the Power of the Holy Spirit
	Waiting for God's Schedule
	The Ascension and the Promised Return
	Devoted to Prayer
	Replacing Judas and Laying a Solid Foundation
	The Day of Pentecost


