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Doing God’s Work God’s Way: The Completion of the Tabernacle

All right. On Tuesday afternoons, we've been going through the Book of Exodus. Much of the
latter part of the Book of Exodus is a statement in detail of the fact that what Moses told
them to do, they actually did. There is great truth there. That is a role that we should be
playing: when instructed by the Lord to do something, we should do it. To do God's work
God's way is the great responsibility we all have. So much of the last chapters are repetitive
in terms of their content, and they describe precisely what the people did for Moses.
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Last week we got down to the last verse of chapter 39. Here is a delightful summary of those
verses that went before:
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[Exodus 39:43 NKJV] - Then Moses looked over all the work, and indeed they had
done it; as the LORD had commanded, just so they had done it. And Moses blessed
them.

It's interesting the emphasis: it says, "And indeed they had done it; as the LORD had
commanded, just so they had done it. And Moses blessed them." That's what the Lord did!
The Lord blessed them for doing what He had asked them to do. So it will be for us: the Lord
will bless us as we do exactly what He asks us to do.
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Setting Up the Tabernacle and the Infilling Glory

So they had made all the items for the tabernacle. Chapter 40, verses 1 and 2:
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[Exodus 40:1-2 NKJV] - ' Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2 "On the first day

of the first month you shall set up the tabernacle of the tent of meeting.

This was the anniversary of the leaving of the children of Israel out of Egypt. Actually, they
didn't leave until the fourteenth day of the month; they spent the first thirteen days of the
month in preparation to leave. So there's a sense in which this is the first anniversary of
their departure from Egypt. Their responsibility then was that they were to set up the
tabernacle of the tent of meeting on the first day of the new year. Over the next verses, we're

going to read about the fact that each item was put where it was supposed to be put.
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[Exodus 40:3 NK]JV] - You shall put in it the ark of the Testimony, and partition off
the ark with the veil.

The first item to go into the tabernacle was the item that represented the Lord Himself.

Everywhere you go in the Bible, the Lord is first. He must be first.
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From verses 4 to 8, you have the articles of furniture of the tabernacle being set, ready to go.

Verse 9 then says:
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[Exodus 40:9 NKJV] - "And you shall take the anointing oil, and anoint the
tabernacle and all that is in it; and you shall hallow it and all its utensils, and it
shall be holy.

Each of these items was dedicated to the Lord. They were to be anointed in such a way that
they could be of service to the Lord. So it is for the Christian: each of us is to be for the
Lord's service, but we've got to be anointed by the Holy Spirit to be used of the Lord. It's one

thing to be; it's another thing to be used.
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Now when you get to verse 12, you get another theme:
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[Exodus 40:12 NK]JV] - "Then you shall bring Aaron and his sons to the door of the

tabernacle of meeting and wash them with water.

The articles were to be made, and Aaron and his sons were to be prepared. They were to be
anointed, and it was also necessary for them to be washed.
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[Exodus 40:16 NKJV] - Thus Moses did; according to all that the LORD had

commanded him, so he did.

Remember now, that theme is repeated over and over and over: what the Lord commanded,
he did.
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[Exodus 40:17-18 NKJV] - 7 And it came to pass in the first month of the second
year, on the first day of the month, that the tabernacle was raised up. ' So Moses



raised up the tabernacle, fastened its sockets, set up its boards, put in its bars, and

raised up its pillars.

They had been brought out of Egypt for a purpose. That purpose, from a selfish point of view,
was that they were delivered from bondage, from slavery. From God's point of view, they
were brought out of Egypt in order to be His people—they were brought to be with Him. On
the first day of the second year, they were able to be with Him and He with them in the

context of the tabernacle.
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Moses put the outside of the tabernacle up.
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[Exodus 40:21 NKJV] - And he brought the ark into the tabernacle, hung up the veil
of the covering, and partitioned off the ark of the Testimony, as the LORD had

commanded Moses.

All the articles were prepared, anointed, and ready. They set up the outside of the
tabernacle, put up the pillars, put up the veils, made the whole structure, and then brought

everything into its right position.
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[Exodus 40:30-33 NKJV] - 3° He set the laver between the tabernacle of meeting
and the altar, and put water there for washing; 3! and Moses, Aaron, and his sons
would wash their hands and their feet with water from it. 32 Whenever they went
into the tabernacle of meeting, and when they came near the altar, they washed, as
the LORD had commanded Moses. 33 And he raised up the court all around the
tabernacle and the altar, and hung up the screen of the court gate. So Moses
finished the work.



Everything was done and ready to go, and then the laver was to be used to wash the people
because they were going to do the service of God. They had to be washed at every stage of

what they did. Washing and re-washing was part of the service of God.
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There is a simple principle for us there. As we go through the Christian life—and life in
general—we will find the temptation to do what is wrong, and we often do what is wrong in
our mind or in our action, or we come in contact with something that is wrong. Verse 31 says
Moses, Aaron, and his sons washed their hands and feet with water from the laver. How
often do you wash your hands? Especially when you're working in the kitchen during the day,
how often do you wash your hands? The answer is many times! That's good. I would rather
eat a meal prepared by somebody who washed their hands many times than eat a meal
prepared by somebody who didn't bother to wash their hands. So it is with the Christian:
keep on saying, "Lord, help me. Lord, forgive me. Lord, guide me." Keep on washing your

hands in the presence of the Lord as you go through each day.
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Verse 33 concludes: "So Moses finished the work." I guess that would be a pretty happy time,
wouldn't it? How long had they been preparing that work? Since the beginning of the third
month—they had really worked on it for nine or ten months. I think they were happy when
the work was finished. I think they were awestruck when they saw what it was like, all
standing up as it should be. During the months that preceded that, they probably said, "This
is a lot of hard work." What if it was your job to prepare the candlestick? You take your
hammer, and you hammer eight hours a day, five days a week, month after month after
month. You'd get pretty tired of hammering! If I were Moses, I think I'd be awfully happy at
the end of verse 33: "So Moses finished the work."
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I believe that the Israelites were very coordinated and efficient. On this first day of the
month, they managed to erect the tabernacle. In the afternoon, they looked at it and said,

"It's done! Absolutely wonderful! It's done!"
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[Exodus 40:34-35 NK]JV] - 3* Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and
the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 3> And Moses was not able to enter the
tabernacle of meeting, because the cloud rested above it, and the glory of the
LORD filled the tabernacle.

Where had the cloud been? It was the cloud that led them to Mount Sinai; it was the cloud
that protected them every day. The cloud was either on the mountain or near them in one
place or another. But that afternoon—I presume it would have been at the time of the
evening sacrifice—the cloud came down on the tabernacle and covered it. If you were
standing looking at the tabernacle, the whole thing would have disappeared from your sight
as the cloud came down and covered it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.
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Moses couldn't go in, but Moses saw this amazing sight: the cloud had come down, and the
glory was in there! What do you think Moses said? He probably said, "Thank You, Lord. This
is wonderful." What did the people say? All around the tabernacle, from near and far, they
could all see that the cloud had covered the tabernacle, and they rejoiced in what was

happening.
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It's not just that they had finished the work, but that the Lord accepted the work. It's one
thing to do a job; it's another thing to find that the boss accepts the job you do. Sometimes
you do a big project, you hand it to the boss, and the boss says, "Oh, I'm busy," and sets it
aside. Here, the Lord came down in the cloud and said to Moses, to Oholiab and Bezalel, and

to all who worked on the tabernacle: "I have accepted the work that you have done."
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Eileen Bone was over a hundred years old when she went home to heaven last week. What
do you think God said to Eileen when she went home? You think He said, "Well done, Eileen,
you did a good job"? That's what I'm hoping He's going to say to me; that's what you're
hoping He's going to say to you. Remember, Moses did all that was commanded, and he
finished the work. That's what God wants of you and me.
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[Exodus 40:37-38 NKJV] - 37 But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not
journey till the day that it was taken up. *® For the cloud of the LORD was above
the tabernacle by day, and fire was over it by night, in the sight of all the house of
Israel, throughout all their journeys.

This is thrilling: a big cloud was there when the tabernacle was completed, and it stayed
there. You can imagine Moses going to bed at night, and the cloud turns into a pillar of fire;
then he wakes up in the morning, looks up, and the cloud is still there. When the cloud
moved, the people moved. That's very important. A lot of people are happy to have the cloud
there, but when the cloud moves, they say, "I don't want to move; I'm getting very
comfortable here." The cloud moves, and we must follow the Lord. Mostly it's easier for us to
stay put than to follow. We've got to follow the Lord—not on our own initiative, but when He
teaches us from His Word, we must obey it!
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Moving Forward: Entering the Book of Daniel

The cloud keeps moving: the truth will keep on being elaborated and will lead on to greater
and greater things. Make sure you follow the truth of God where it goes.
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The Book of Leviticus is a bit of a difficult book because it contains specific instructions to
the children of Israel regarding their service as priests, Levites, and sacrificing people. It's
almost two thousand years since there have been sacrifices; those sacrifices were all
pictures, but today we follow the great sacrifice of the Lord Jesus! We don't have to offer
those sacrifices anymore. So the question came to me: where should we be reading next?
Under normal circumstances, we might carry on to Leviticus, Numbers, or Deuteronomy, but
those books would be somewhat hard for us to follow in this setting. So I asked the Lord,
"Lord, would there be some other book we might read that could be of great interest and
value to us?" After praying about it, I thought we should turn to the Book of Daniel.
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Daniel is an exciting book: the stories are downright thrilling, and they hold great value for
us both personally and from a prophetic point of view. Daniel follows Ezekiel in the Old
Testament. If you want to find Daniel, flip through your Old Testament, find Ezekiel, and go
to the next book.
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Taken Captive to Babylon

[Daniel 1:1-2 NKJV] - ! In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah,
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 And the
Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of the articles of the
house of God, which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and

he brought the articles into the treasure house of his god.

Is this good or bad? It's pretty bad! What if you saw a headline saying the Prime Minister of
Canada and the President of the United States were at war, or foreign forces decided to flip

over the North Pole and conquer Vancouver? We would say, "I don't like that."
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Verse 2 says the Lord gave Jehoiakim into his hand with some of the articles of the house of
God. It wasn't just that the country was attacked; the things of God were attacked, stolen,
and placed in the treasure house of a false god. The things of God had been separated unto

God. Remember: do not steal from God.
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[Daniel 1:3-4 NKJV] - 3 Then the king instructed Ashpenaz, the master of his
eunuchs, to bring some of the children of Israel and some of the king's
descendants and some of the nobles, 4 young men in whom there was no blemish,
but good-looking, gifted in all wisdom, possessing knowledge and quick to
understand, who had ability to serve in the king's palace, and whom they might

teach the language and literature of the Chaldeans.

Nebuchadnezzar took some of the articles of the house of God—the best, the most valuable,
the most beautiful, and the most unique. Now he tells Ashpenaz to bring some of the people,
and they only chose the best of the best: royal descendants and nobles, young men with no
blemish, good-looking, gifted in wisdom, possessing knowledge, quick to understand, and

capable of serving in the palace.
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When you were in school and these qualifications were listed, do you think they would have
chosen you? If I had been in the classroom, the teacher would have said, "There are lots of
boys here; I'm certainly not going to start with Harold!" They chose the best of the best. If
you were the best, would you be happy to be taken captive nine hundred miles to Babylon, or

would you rather stay home?
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They were chosen to learn the language and literature of the Chaldeans. When I went to
university, I would have been disappointed if I had been forced to take a foreign language,
and I was happy when they released that requirement. If I were in their shoes, I would have
said, "I don't want to learn that Chaldean nonsense." Do you think Daniel and his friends
were disappointed? I think they were brokenhearted. When Nebuchadnezzar came in, he
slaughtered many. He likely slaughtered Daniel's parents and siblings. Daniel may have
thought, "It would be easier to be killed." Instead, they put them in chains and marched

them nine hundred miles through the agony of the Middle Eastern sun to Babylon.
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On the way, he could have said, "Why me? I had all the potential of life before me, and now
all my hope is washed away. I'm nothing but a slave to this wicked king." He could have said,
"It isn't fair." How old was he? We're not told, but God often takes young men around the age
of seventeen—the age people go to university, or the age David was when he killed Goliath.

He was a disappointed, brokenhearted teenage boy.
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Standing Firm: A Purpose in the Heart

[Daniel 1:5 NKJV] - And the king appointed for them a daily provision of the king's
delicacies and of the wine which he drank, and three years of training for them, so
that at the end of that time they might serve before the king.

"Daniel, do you want to go to that university?" Daniel says, "No, of course not." "Daniel, do
you want to learn the culture of the Chaldeans?" He says, "No, it's all wrong." But here's the
offer: you get to eat the finest of the king's delicacies and drink the king's wine. A lot of
people would jump at that! There was a time in my life when my company said to me,

"Harold, you can buy all the booze you want, drink whatever liquor you want, and we'll pay
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for it." I said, "Frankly, that's not enticing; I won't drink a drop." Nebuchadnezzar's food was
second to none, but Daniel said to himself, "It might be second to none to you,
Nebuchadnezzar, but the food I want is the food God ordained for His people. I want to eat

according to Moses' menu, not Nebuchadnezzar's menu."
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What difference does that make? He's in Babylon; he's at Babylon University; he's

Nebuchadnezzar's captive. Yet he says, "I don't want their food, and I don't want their wine."

XA LKGINE? e fEEEe, M TEEER TR, 2EmPEmMiEs. BMaeEtid: “&
AIZAATIHT &Y, AR, ”

[Daniel 1:6-7 NKJV] - ® Now from among those of the sons of Judah were Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 7 To them the chief of the eunuchs gave names: he
gave Daniel the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach;
and to Azariah, Abed-Nego.

They were basically saying, "Daniel, forget your old life; I'm even going to give you a new
name after my god." What does the name Daniel mean? It means God is my judge. He had a
good name, and he said, "I'm going to live by that name. God is my judge: He knows all the
bad things that have happened to me and my family, and He will judge." Did God prove to be
a faithful judge for him? Yes! Has anything bad ever happened to you? If you let God be your
judge, He will prove to be a faithful judge.
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They gave Daniel the name Belteshazzar, meaning "May Bel protect his life." Bel was
Nebuchadnezzar's god. Did Bel protect Daniel's life? No! But the living God proved to be

11



faithful. Hananiah (the Lord is gracious), Mishael (who is like God?), and Azariah (God helps)
were given names honoring false gods: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego. What did these

young men say? They said, "We are not going to serve your gods."
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Where do you start if you are not going to serve false gods? It starts with what you eat—what
you eat spiritually and what you eat physically.
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[Daniel 1:8-9 NKJV] - @ But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile
himself with the portion of the king's delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank;
therefore he requested of the chief of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.
9 Now God had brought Daniel into the favor and goodwill of the chief of the

eunuchs.

Daniel had an outstanding physique, brilliant intelligence, and great potential. The king
thought these rich foods would keep them sharp and strong. But verse 8 says Daniel
purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself. He said no to the king's delicacies

and wine.
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That was a dangerous request. Verse 9 tells us God brought Daniel into the favor and
goodwill of the chief of the eunuchs. Throughout Daniel's life, God gave him favor with

leaders and opened doors where normally he should have had none.
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[Daniel 1:10 NKJV] - And the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, "I fear my lord the

king, who has appointed your food and drink. For why should he see your faces
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looking worse than the young men who are your age? Then you would endanger

my head before the king."

What happens if Daniel looks malnourished? Nebuchadnezzar would execute Ashpenaz.
Nebuchadnezzar was an absolute monarch: whom he wished, he slew; whom he wished, he

kept alive. If you crossed him, you were dead before dinner!
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[Daniel 1:11-13 NK]JV] - !! So Daniel said to the steward whom the chief of the
eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, '* "Please test your
servants for ten days, and let them give us vegetables to eat and water to drink. '3
Then let our appearance be examined before you, and the appearance of the young
men who eat the portion of the king's delicacies; and as you see fit, so deal with

your servants."

Daniel proposed a simple test: ten days of vegetables and water. If you had two restaurants
side by side—one offering luxury meats and fine wine for ten dollars, and the other offering
only vegetables and water for ten dollars—where would the long line be? Yet Daniel chose

the path of obedience.
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[Daniel 1:15-16 NKJV] - > And at the end of ten days their features appeared
better and fatter in flesh than all the young men who ate the portion of the king's
delicacies. ' Thus the steward took away their portion of delicacies and the wine

that they were to drink, and gave them vegetables.

How did that happen? If you ate only broccoli for ten days, would you look better than

everyone else? No! The only reason this happened is because God rewarded them.

XIELRTRERAENE? AR —E KRR =, RIIEREEMAEFIE? SRR B—REE, w2
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God’s Exaltation of Faithful Servants

[Daniel 1:17 NK]JV] - As for these four young men, God gave them knowledge and
skill in all literature and wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all visions and

dreams.

What happened to their families? They had been killed. Their earthly prospects in Jerusalem
had been stripped away. God took away much, but He gave them more. Remember this: if
God allows much to be taken from you, it is because He wants to give you far more of

Himself and His wisdom.
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[Daniel 1:18-19 NKJV] - ® Now at the end of the days, when the king had said that
they should be brought in, the chief of the eunuchs brought them in before
Nebuchadnezzar. '° Then the king interviewed them, and among them all none was
found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah; therefore they served before
the king.

They rose to the very top of their class because God gave them supernatural wisdom and

understanding.

I AINET ., R, OGS 1 AT LAY 2 S5 TR,

[Daniel 1:20 NKJV] - And in all matters of wisdom and understanding about which
the king examined them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and

astrologers who were in all his realm.

When was the last time you heard of students being ten times smarter than their professors?
Does God do miracles for students in university? Yes! God cares about young people and

students, and He will help humble, ordinary people who seek to honor Him.
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[Daniel 1:21 NK]JV] - Thus Daniel continued until the first year of King Cyrus.

Daniel outlasted the Babylonian Empire and continued into the Persian Empire under King
Cyrus. What a totally different life than what seemed destined for a captive boy! If Daniel
had stayed in Jerusalem, he might have been a cabinet minister or a king in Judah. Instead,
God made him second-in-command over two successive world empires: Babylon and
Persia. Who else in world history was ever the prime minister of two entirely different world

superpowers?
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How did he get there? Because as a young man, he said, "I will not defile myself with the
king's meat or the king's wine." How did Daniel survive the lions' den decades later? Because
as a teenage student, he stood up against compromise in the small things. He said, "Lord, I

will obey You in the simple things," and God protected him in the great trials of life.
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Sowing and Reaping: Lessons for Our Walk

[Galatians 6:7 NKJV] - Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man

sows, that he will also reap.

Here is a young man who, in great distress, sowed a life of obedience to the Lord. The result

was that he reaped the abundant blessing of God. Whatever a person sows, they will reap.
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Be like Daniel, and be like Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. What was their attitude? They
were humble enough to follow Daniel's godly leadership. Who are you following in life? If you

know someone who faithfully follows God, follow them! As the Apostle Paul wrote:
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[1 Corinthians 11:1 NKJV] - Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.

The blessing of the Lord is upon those who associate with the wise and walk in the ways of
God.

NEEZNRT, ATEEMIER LA, ERESGELHE S MOIIFELE,

Lord, we want to thank You for the wonderful truths of Your Word. We thank You that in spite
of the great difficulties of life, You are still the faithful, gracious, and merciful God. We thank
You for the blessings You brought upon Daniel and his three friends. Lord, help us to stand
up for truth in our day, regardless of the apparent cost. We give You thanks and ask Your rich

blessing upon each one, in the precious name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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