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Singing with Thanksgiving

We've been asked actually to sing one of our favorite songs today. Timothy asked if we could

sing a song that we would like to sing.
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So the song we're going to sing is, "Lord, You've Really Been Good to Me." Here's the
question: I want you to raise your hand if you can say, "Lord, You've really been good to me."

Can you say that from your heart: "Lord, You've really been good to me"?
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Okay, so we're going to sing it together for Timothy's sake and for our own sake. Let's go.

b, BAT—ERIE, N THREER, Moy TENE KB,

Lord, You've really been good to me,

Lord, You've really been good to me.

You took my burden and You set me free,

Lord, You've really been good to me.

Hallelujah!

Lord, You've really been good to me,

Lord, You've really been good to me.

You took my burden and You set me free,

You've really been good, You've really been good,

You've really been good to me.
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All right, that was really good. But on the last note, you sopranos have got to sing out loud
because you've got to carry some of us who can't get up there anymore. So hit that note

really well on the last note one more time.
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Lord, You've really been good to me,

Lord, You've really been good to me.

You took my burden and You set me free,

Lord, You've really been good to me.

Hallelujah!

Lord, You've really been good to me,

Lord, You've really been good to me.

You took my burden and You set me free,

You've really been good, You've really been good,

You've really been good to me.
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Thank you, Norma. Thank you, Timothy, for suggesting that piece this morning.
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The Feasts of the LORD

Take your Bibles, and we're going to turn to the book of Leviticus chapter 23. In Leviticus 23,

we have a description of the feasts of Jehovah. What were the feasts of Jehovah like?
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There were times when all the congregation of Israel went to Jerusalem and had a feast time.
They went to Jerusalem to remember the Lord; they were gathered together around the
Lord. They went three times a year. They went for seven or eight days in the spring, they

went for one day in the summer, and they went for seven or eight days in the fall.
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They were holy days, from which we get our word "holidays." When you go to work, you say,
"I'd like some vacation. How much time do I get for vacation?" Most employers give their
employees at least two weeks' vacation at the start, and then after they've been there for a
while, they get to take a longer vacation. Where did the concept of vacation come from in
Canada? It came from the Bible! Why two weeks? It came from the Bible, that's why! Aren't

you glad for the Bible? Most of the wonderful things we have stemmed from the Bible.
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They went to Jerusalem three times a year, and they had great times when they were there.
We're going to start reading now in Leviticus 23:33-34:
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[Leviticus 23:33-34 NKJV]

33 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 3* "Speak to the children of Israel,
saying: 'The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the Feast of Tabernacles
for seven days to the LORD.
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It's the Feast of Tabernacles. It takes place in the seventh month, which is really at the end
of harvest time. The end of harvest time is a happy time. If you were a farmer and you got to

work anytime in the year, what part of the year would you like to work most?
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I used to think that I would like to work in harvest time, gathering fruit. When I was
gathering fruit, I thought I would do it like this: if I were going to bring the peaches in, I'd
say, "One for you, and one for me," and I'd eat a peach. Then after that, I'd bring some more
peaches in and eat another one for me! I'd like to be part of the harvest because in harvest

time you get to eat all the good stuff that you're picking.
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The exciting time of the feast was the harvest time. All the good things are in; all the hard
work for the year has been done. It's a marvelous time, and I would like to have gone to

Jerusalem at the Feast of Tabernacles. I think it would be lots of good fun.
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The end of verse 40 says:
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[Leviticus 23:40 NKJV]
And you shall take for yourselves on the first day the fruit of beautiful trees,
branches of palm trees, the boughs of leafy trees, and willows of the brook; and

you shall rejoice before the LORD your God for seven days.



“HE— H SRR ERIR IR ERUE T, SRR SE RINIEL,  AERRANAERATT B Aok i AT
tEO 7

What would they do for seven days? They would rejoice before the Lord. I think that's a good
deal; that's what I would like to do! Why do you go to church? We go to church for many
reasons, but one of them is to rejoice. You think about all the good things God has done for
you; you think about all the good things God will do for you, and you sing, "Lord, You've
really been good to me!"
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That is what they did at the end of harvest time. Is that probably the best time of year to
rejoice? I think so. Some of the relaxing days in winter would be ahead, but the rigor that's
required in springtime and in the summer to get the crops all ready for harvesting involves a
lot of work. The rejoicing came at the end of all the wonderful hard work. The Lord planned
for His people to have a good vacation.
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Ezra Reads the Law of God

I want you to turn now to the book of Nehemiah. The end of verse 73 in chapter 7 says:
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[Nehemiah 7:73 NKJV]
So the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, some of the people, the
Nethinim, and all Israel dwelt in their cities. When the seventh month came, the

children of Israel were in their cities.
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What we're going to read now is what happened in Nehemiah's day in the seventh month,
which was the month of the Feast of Tabernacles—a time when all the people got together

for seven days to rejoice at the end of harvest.
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[Nehemiah 8:1-3 NK]JV]

I Now all the people gathered together as one man in the open square that was in
front of the Water Gate; and they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law
of Moses, which the LORD had commanded Israel. 2 So Ezra the priest brought the
Law before the assembly of men and women and all who could hear with
understanding on the first day of the seventh month. 3 Then he read from it in the
open square that was in front of the Water Gate from morning until midday, before
the men and women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the

people were attentive to the Book of the Law.
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What would you think of something like that? All the people got together—how many would
that be? Many thousands of people. And they stood together in some open plaza. Ezra read
from the Book of the Law in the open square in front of the Water Gate, and he read from

morning until midday.
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How many hours would that be? Maybe two or three hours. What would you do if you were
standing, listening to the Bible being read for two or three hours? I think I probably would
be looking for a place to sit down! Maybe in this open area there were some stones, or
somebody would bring along a chair to let people listen to the reading of the Law for those

hours.
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It was a unique time. I only experienced it once. We were here at an evening meeting on
Sunday night many years ago. The preacher was our father. He started his sermon by saying,
"I'd like to read this evening," and he started to read about the dedication of the temple that
Solomon had built. And he kept on reading! He didn't just read a few verses as an
introduction; he kept on reading the story of the dedication of the temple for about an hour

and forty-five minutes, and then he said, "Now we'll close in prayer."
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Do you think that would have been a good sermon? The answer is yes, it was a good sermon!
It was all straight from the Bible; he just read what the Bible said. That's what Ezra did. Ezra
was reading from the Bible from morning until midday.
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[Nehemiah 8:4-8 NK]JV]

4 So Ezra the scribe stood on a platform of wood which they had made for the
purpose; and beside him, at his right hand, stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah,
Urijah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah; and at his left hand Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah,
Hashum, Hashbadana, Zechariah, and Meshullam. °> And Ezra opened the book in
the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he
opened it, all the people stood up. ® And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God.
Then all the people answered, "Amen, Amen!" while lifting up their hands. And
they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. ’
Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita,
Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, helped the people to understand
the Law; and the people stood in their place. ¢ So they read distinctly from the
book, in the Law of God; and they gave the sense, and helped them to understand
the reading.
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This is the time just before the great Feast of Tabernacles. Ezra read, and on his right hand
and on his left hand were many of the great men of God in his day; he wasn't alone. The
congregation is there at the end of harvest time, listening from morning until midday, and he

read in such a way that they heard distinctly.
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That is the responsibility of the preacher: he is to preach in such a way that people hear
distinctly. "I heard every word you said"—that is what the preacher should hear. The
preacher's responsibility is to make clear the sense and help them to understand the
reading. Ezra read it and explained it as he was going; he made sure everybody heard and
understood. And the Levites in the audience helped the people to understand the Law.
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Have any of you ever studied the sermons of Billy Graham? Billy Graham was an amazing
man; he preached to more people than anyone has ever preached to in the history of the
world. What was very outstanding about Billy Graham's sermons? They were clear. You
listened to him, and you understood what he was saying. Make sure that when you tell
people about Jesus, you are clear. Don't leave them confused; explain what you are talking

about.
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The Joy of the LORD

In those days, Nehemiah was the governor and Ezra was the priest; the two of them were
basically leading the people.
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[Nehemiah 8:9-10 NK]JV]

9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites
who taught the people said to all the people, "This day is holy to the LORD your
God; do not mourn nor weep." For all the people wept, when they heard the words
of the Law. '° Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat the fat, drink the sweet, and
send portions to those for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy to our

Lord. Do not sorrow, for the joy of the LORD is your strength."
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What is the response when you read the Law in the Bible? Have you ever read the Bible and
said, "Oh no, that's what God wants, and I haven't done that! I've got a big problem. The
Lord says if you don't do this, you're in trouble"? Some of the people began to weep when

they heard the Law of God. And so Nehemiah and Ezra said, "Do not mourn nor weep."

HIREBELTEEN, SEMFARN? (REGEBEELNOE R W, XM, HAR
AWE AR . ERATRAIXM, W@ 2 S EEr WerIaaER, #0650, TREm
KFIDABTR AT . AR RSN, 7

You have two things going on here: first, the harvest has come in—it is the time of harvest, a
time of rejoicing. Second, you read the Law of God, and the Law of God says you are wrong,
you've made mistakes, you've done things wrong. So what do you do? You put the two
together! You say, "God is good; He has told us to do this, but He has also promised to
forgive." Instead of sorrowing over the bad things you've heard, you rejoice because God's

promises assure you that He can forgive you and give you good things.
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If all you had was the Law of God, you would cry. But because you have the promises of God
and all the good things He has done for you, you rejoice! When does the Christian rejoice?
All the time. He rejoices when things have gone well, and he rejoices when things are bad,

because the promises of God are that God is going to make them better.
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A friend said to me a few weeks ago, "Harold, there's nothing wrong with me that the
Rapture isn't going to cure." That is wonderful! They read the Bible, the Bible says you are
wrong, but Jesus offers forgiveness. So you mourn, but then you believe Him, and then you

rejoice—and rejoice, and rejoice, and rejoice!
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The theme is this: God is good. He has really been good to me; He will really be good to you.
Rejoice! Find out what the problem is, take His yoke upon you, rest in that, and rejoice in all
that God is doing and is going to do!
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What does verse 10 end with? It says:
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[Nehemiah 8:10 NKJV]
"Do not sorrow, for the joy of the LORD is your strength."
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This is where we are today. We say, "Lord, You've really been good to me; You took my
burden and You set me free!" What did Paul and Silas do when they were in prison in
Philippi? They sang! Why? Because the joy of the Lord was their strength, and God delivered
them and led many others to salvation.
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Closing Prayer

Lord, we are thankful that You are a good God, and we praise Your name. Bless us today and
help us. We give thanks to You for Your kindness, and we pray and give thanks in Jesus'

name. Amen.
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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