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Faithful in Prayer and Preparation

All right, so we're going to start reading in Daniel chapter 2. Chapter 1 is done. These
Hebrew slaves were blessed of God with extra wisdom and understanding; they were
outstanding students. Does God ever reward students to be better students? And the answer

is yes.
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Sometimes students write an exam and they pray. I was in an exam once, and it was a hard
exam. | had prayed much before the exam. I had been told what you do when you write an
exam at university is you read the whole exam, and then you start to write—read the exam

first and then write.
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So I had prayed for some time before the exam. I prayed that I would get eighty percent. Not
eighty-one, not seventy-nine; I prayed that I would get exactly eighty percent. The night
before the exam, I realized I was in deep trouble. I hadn't studied for this exam; it was in
chemistry. I hadn't studied chemistry. I also had to write an exam in French at that time. I
had a terrible time in French, so I studied French, studied French, studied French, and

didn't study chemistry.
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So the night before the exam, I prayed. And I said, "Lord, I know I asked for eighty percent,
but I've just been studying. This is going to be a big problem. I would be happy if You give
me fifty percent; I will be very happy."
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So we went into this great big exam room. We all had desks like this, and I started reading
my exam one page after the other, and I thought, "This is hopeless. This exam is far too hard
for me." There was a girl sitting at the next desk beside me. She also had been looking at the
exam; she read the whole exam. After she read the exam, she started to cry. I said, "Harold,
you want to cry, but you shouldn't cry. Pray again." That's what I said: "Don't cry, pray

again." So I prayed, and then I wrote the exam.
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When I finally got the exam back, I noticed that I had made a mistake—I got every question
wrong! The exam was worth one hundred and fifty points. But they gave part marks. If you
got the question right, you got full marks; but if you didn't get it perfect, if you got part of it
right, you'd maybe get four out of five, or three out of five, or two out of five, but you'd get
something if you did something. So I got every question wrong, but I got part marks on every

question.
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So I added up all the part marks. How many out of one hundred and fifty? How many marks
did I get? On one-fifty, what did I get? Pass would have been seventy-five. Out of one-fifty,
what did I get? Come on, take a guess! I got one hundred and twenty part marks! Eighty
percent! What did I pray for? Eighty percent. What did I get? Eighty percent. Is there a God?
Yes! When I read that, what did I say? I said, "Hallelujah! Jesus loves me; He can answer

prayer."
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And I can't even remember why I told you that story! All right, I know I told you this story

because these four boys had prayed, and God answered their prayers.
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Four boys rejoiced: Daniel, Hananiah, Azariah, Mishael—they all rejoiced before God! And
they told the story to Nebuchadnezzar, and he didn't care. A lot of people hear about the
grace of God; they just don't get moved by it. That was Nebuchadnezzar!
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The King's Impossible Demand

All right, so chapter 2 now:

[Daniel 2:1-2 NKJV]

! Now in the second year of Nebuchadnezzar's reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams;
and his spirit was so troubled that his sleep left him. ? Then the king gave the
command to call the magicians, the astrologers, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans
to tell the king his dreams. So they came and stood before the king.
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Now, all down through the ages kings have had—what's the word I want?—advisors. This
king had four kinds of advisers, and generally called them wise men. But in particular, some
of them were magicians; they could do things that people thought were magic. They were
astrologers, and as such, these people said, "I can read the message in the stars. These stars
change a little bit, and when they change, it means this." And then they had sorcerers, and I
think the sorcerers were probably consulting demons, but I'm not certain what kind of

sorcerers they were—probably people who were following the powers of the devil.
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And then there were the Chaldeans. And the Chaldeans, among other things, were a very

wealthy, affluent people. They could even have been the economists of the day. Abraham was

a Chaldean. Abraham lived four thousand years ago. I think he lived in a big house; I think



he lived in a house that's bigger than yours. And he was rich, and he had water—I believe
running water in his house. The Chaldeans had both a water system and a sewage system in
their houses four thousand years ago; they were highly sophisticated. And I think if you had
to move back to Ur of the Chaldees four thousand years ago and you had lots of money, you'd
be pretty satisfied. You'd say, "I've got a nice house like I used to have when I was in

Vancouver."
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All right, so he dreams his dream:

[Daniel 2:3-4 NK]JV]
3 And the king said to them, "I have had a dream, and my spirit is anxious to know
the dream." * Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic, "O Kking, live

forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will give the interpretation.”
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[Daniel 2:5-6 NK]JV]

> The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, "My decision is firm: if you do not
make known the dream to me, and its interpretation, you shall be cut in pieces,
and your houses shall be made an ash heap. ® However, if you tell the dream and
its interpretation, you shall receive from me gifts, rewards, and great honor.

Therefore tell me the dream and its interpretation."
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If T told you the dream I had last night, you would say, "That's a pretty dumb dream, Harold."
And if T said to you, "What's it mean?" you could say anything. You could say, "I believe that

your dream means that in fifteen years you're going to have something nice." Frankly,



anybody could tell anybody the meaning of any dream if there was no way to prove it. "I
think your dream means that in fifty years you will..." Can you prove that wrong? No, in fifty
years you'll be dead, and so will I. So I could say anything, and you could say anything, and

there'd be no way to prove it. Did Nebuchadnezzar trust his advisers? And the answer is no.
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So I could say to you, "I've got a pen here. If you can tell me what I dreamt last night, I'll
give you the pen." You say, "Harold, I can't tell you what you dreamed last night. I can hardly

remember what I dreamed last night. How can I tell you what you dreamed?"

IATDIOS IR “RFEAE, WRRGEEVHRVEMB W T (2, RKERAR, ~ RIU: “BPHE,
TELRIRERDE R UL 7127 E CHEM IS TARICATE, E2RENNERIIENE? ~

[Daniel 2:7-9 NKJV]

7 They answered again and said, "Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we
will give its interpretation." @ The king answered and said, "I know for certain that
you would gain time, because you see that my decision is firm: ? if you do not make
known the dream to me, there is only one decree for you! For you have agreed to
speak lying and corrupt words before me till the time has changed. Therefore tell

me the dream, and I shall know that you can give me its interpretation."”
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It's easy to make up an interpretation; it's impossible to tell somebody what he dreamt. But if
you were told what you dreamt, you would pay attention to the interpretation.
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[Daniel 2:10-11 NKJV]
10 The Chaldeans answered the king, and said, "There is not a man on earth who

can tell the king's matter; therefore no king, lord, or ruler has ever asked such



things of any magician, astrologer, or Chaldean. !! It is a difficult thing that the
king requests, and there is no other who can tell it to the king except the gods,

whose dwelling is not with flesh."
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So that's the logic. Now back to verse 5. It says the king answered and said to the

Chaldeans, "My decision is firm." Apparently, there is some confusion in the original
language regarding that line. Did the king say, "My decision is firm," or did the king basically
say, "I can't remember the dream"? Some Bible translations say the former, and some say the
latter. It doesn't really matter, but probably the fact is he said, "I cannot remember the

dream," because to say the decision is firm doesn't make a whole lot of sense.
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True Wisdom vs. Worldly Wisdom

[Daniel 2:12 NKJV]
12 For this reason the king was angry and very furious, and gave the command to
destroy all the wise men of Babylon.
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So all this group now—the astrologers, the sorcerers, the magicians, the Chaldeans—they
were all lumped into this one group: the wise men. Were they really wise men? Well, they
probably had more understanding, more knowledge than most men in the country. They

weren't always wise.
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I read my Bible many years ago, and I read a line in the Book of Proverbs that said this:



[Proverbs 13:20 NK]JV]
He who walks with wise men will be wise,

But the companion of fools will be destroyed.
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So I thought to myself, "Well, I've been at 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel, and I've met lots of
wise men. They know their Bible; they're wise men. And I have learned a little bit from those
wise men, and I thank the Lord. Maybe I should be with some other wise men; maybe I

should get close to some university professors. If I'm with them, I could probably learn some

wisdom."
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So I went back to university, and they gave me an office in the university. I was not alone;
there was an office here and offices all around me. Most of the men in the offices around me
were university professors, and I got to know them well. I didn't call them "Professor"; I just

called them George and Les and so on. And I was with them for quite a while.
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You know what I learned? I learned a lot of them weren't very wise! I was amazed. Some of
them actually came to me and asked me how to raise their children! I said, "Why would you
ask me? I don't have any children." But they realized they didn't have the wisdom of the
Bible that I had. I learned more about wisdom by coming to 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel than

I learned by going to university!
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So you had all these wise men, and they basically said, "We cannot prove to you that we can
interpret your dream because we can't tell you what you dreamt. You tell us what you
dreamt, and we'll tell you what it means." Nebuchadnezzar said, "Anybody can say that! You

wise men are just pretending to be wise men; you don't really have wisdom."
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In the Bible, we are told that Nebuchadnezzar was a man whom he would, he slew, and
whom he would, he kept alive. He threatened to kill these people, and that's what he was

able to do and would have done.
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Seeking the God of Heaven

[Daniel 2:13 NKJV]
13 So the decree went out, and they began killing the wise men; and they sought

Daniel and his companions, to kill them.
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Is this good news or bad news? He's a terrible man, this Nebuchadnezzar.
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[Daniel 2:14-16 NK]JV]

14 Then with counsel and wisdom Daniel answered Arioch, the captain of the king's
guard, who had gone out to kill the wise men of Babylon; !> he answered and said
to Arioch the king's captain, "Why is the decree from the king so urgent?" Then
Arioch made the decision known to Daniel. ' So Daniel went in and asked the king

to give him time, that he might tell the king the interpretation.
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The natural thing for Daniel to do when he heard this would be to turn around and run as far
as he could, as fast as he could, because sooner or later the king's guards are going to catch
him and kill him. So Daniel thought about it, and he no doubt prayed about it, and then he



said to Arioch, "I want to see the king." So Daniel went in to the king, and he said to the

king, "You give me some time, and I will tell you the interpretation of the dream."
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Did Daniel believe God? Yes. Did Daniel believe that God actually could tell him the dream?
Daniel's got himself in a pretty tight pickle here; he's saying, "I'll tell you the dream, but
you've got to give me some time." What could have happened? Two things could have
happened: one is God tells him the dream, and the other is Nebuchadnezzar kills him. I
guess the only advantage under the second alternative was that at least Daniel would live for

a little bit more time before Nebuchadnezzar killed him!
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What kind of a miracle was Daniel looking for? The kind of miracle that had never happened
before. How many times can you remember somebody telling you what you dreamt last
night? Never happened! I don't think it's ever happened in the history of the world apart

from this one time.
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[Daniel 2:17-18 NKJV]

17 Then Daniel went to his house, and made the decision known to Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah, his companions, '® that they might seek mercies from the
God of heaven concerning this secret, so that Daniel and his companions might not

perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.
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Where did Daniel live? He lived with his other Christian friends. Where would you like to
live? Frankly, I'd like to live with my Christian friends. Frankly, I've lived with Christians
almost all my life. On a couple of occasions, I lived with people who weren't Christians; it

wasn't as much fun, it wasn't nice. What would you do if you had a university student who



was going off to university—would you encourage him to live with other Christians? The

answer is yes.
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This is a true story. My friend decided it would be a little awkward to keep living with
Christians. He'd be willing to live with some non-Christians because it was closer; he'd save
some time and some money. So he decided that he would stop living with Christians, and he

would go and live with non-Christians.
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What happened to my friend? When he moved in with non-Christians, they taught him about
sin. They said to him, "George, we won't just teach you about sin; we'll help you sin. Why
don't you do this?" I said, "Where is George?" George stopped being with his Christian
friends; he started spending all his time with his non-Christian friends. That was sixty years
ago. I've never seen George since. And over the top of George's life is one word: tragedy.
Don't do it! Don't let your children live with non-Christians. The non-Christians will teach

them how to sin.
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If you went to the hospital and somebody said to you, "You're strong and healthy. I would like
you to help us in this hospital. What I would like you to do is move into this particular
hospital room with this person who has a very contagious disease. You're very healthy, so I
think if you move in with them, your health will give strength to this sick person, and
because you're healthy, this sick person is going to get strong and be healed." What would
you say? You'd say, "I'm not going to do that! If I move in with that sick person, I won't cure
the sick person; the sick person will give me the same disease they've got! It's an infectious

disease; no, I won't do it!"
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I just think it's a wonderful story. Daniel was living with his companions, and each one
strengthening the others. They all loved God, and they all got strong. But you live with a
bunch of bad guys, and you'll be bad.
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Do you think those four men prayed together? How often do you think they prayed together?
Once every two weeks? Once every two days? I think maybe they said, "Tomorrow we're not
going to do anything but pray." There were only two alternatives: God answered their prayer,
or they'd all be dead by the end of the week! I think they prayed sincere prayers.
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The Secret Revealed and God Praised

[Daniel 2:19-23 NK]JV]
19 Then the secret was revealed to Daniel in a night vision. So Daniel blessed the

God of heaven. 2% Daniel answered and said:

"Blessed be the name of God forever and ever,
For wisdom and might are His.

21 And He changes the times and the seasons;

He removes kings and raises up kings;

He gives wisdom to the wise

And knowledge to those who have understanding.
22 He reveals deep and secret things;

He knows what is in the darkness,

And light dwells with Him.

23 "T thank You and praise You,
O God of my fathers;

You have given me wisdom and might,

11



And have now made known to me what we asked of You,

For You have made known to us the king's demand."
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How do you think that happened? I think what happened was in the middle of the night,
Daniel had a dream. It was the strangest dream Daniel had ever had. And I think he said,
"God, I believe that's the dream that You gave to Nebuchadnezzar." Anyway, when he got up
in the morning, he said to his friends Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael: "I know his dream!
God spoke to me in the night; I've got the answer to his dream!"

TRITNNIZ R E 2K AERINE? AR EF AN, (BB 7 — 2, B0 RarrrIes, fhid: “p
W, PAEXAZRGAEA R EMIE, 7 RRER, fFEAMEREHRE, YRR, KOFB: "B
EERE T MIERRAREY, RELGRERT! 7

So Daniel blessed the God of heaven. In English, we talk about an understatement. An
understatement is something that happens and you explain it simply, but in fact it was way
better than that. Sometimes it is so good that just to say that Daniel blessed the Lord is an

understatement. I think Daniel and his companions were absolutely overjoyed!
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I only was there once. God had answered my prayer. I was thinking about it at the corner of
Broadway and Macdonald. I was absolutely overwhelmed at how good God had been to me in
answering my prayer. The light turned from red to green, and I started walking across the
street from the north to the south side of Broadway. When I got halfway across the street, I
was so excited I started to jump in the middle of the street! And I said, "Harold, you can't do
that; people will think you're crazy! You can't jump in the middle of the street; people will

think you're daft!" So I decided to be calm, and I quietly walked across the rest of the street.
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Sometimes when God does good things for you, you're absolutely overwhelmed. And when it
says Daniel blessed the Lord, I think that's an understatement. Where did he learn all that in
verses 20 through 23? He learned it from the dream; this is a good summary of the truth he
learned from the dream. That was a pretty exciting night for those men. Daniel said, "We're

not going to be dead; I know what Nebuchadnezzar dreamt."
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Standing Before the King

[Daniel 2:24-26 NK]JV]

24 Therefore Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the
wise men of Babylon. He went and said thus to him: "Do not destroy the wise men
of Babylon; take me before the king, and I will tell the king the interpretation." 2°
Then Arioch quickly brought Daniel before the king, and said thus to him, "I have
found a man of the captives of Judah, who will make known to the king the
interpretation." 26 The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was
Belteshazzar, "Are you able to make known to me the dream which I have seen,

and its interpretation?"
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[Daniel 2:27-28 NK]JV]

27 Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, "The secret which the
king has demanded, the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, and the
soothsayers cannot declare to the king. ?® But there is a God in heaven who reveals
secrets, and He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter

days. Your dream, and the visions of your head upon your bed, were these:

13



HPFEEmATEIEw:  “EArmaArEMmE, HEAN. HIEARM, KL, WKL IRE;, RE
TER BRI EE BIHERRAE, #MEX H 08 NHEREMPEM T, RINEBRIRER LN RS EX
J =N

Daniel said to the king, "What's the matter with all the other guys? How come they couldn't
have told you this? Aren't they wise enough to know what's going on?" They couldn't do it.
But verse 28 is a marvelous verse: "There is a God in heaven who reveals secrets." That's a
characteristic of our God: He's able to reveal secrets. And if you know the God of heaven,
you know more than your boss, or your friends at work, or anybody else—you know the truth
of God!
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You ever wonder why it is the Prime Minister of Canada doesn't get on the phone and ask
you for advice? Why not? Because he doesn't believe in God. But you believe in God, and if
you believe in God, you know more than the Prime Minister of Canada; you know what shall

happen! There is a God in heaven who reveals secrets. Praise the Lord!
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Daniel said, "Nebuchadnezzar, you had a dream about what God was going to do in the
future. Now I'm going to tell you what it was you dreamt." You can imagine Nebuchadnezzar
sitting on his seat now, saying, "This is going to be very interesting. This guy is telling me
that he knows what I dreamt. I killed all those other guys because they couldn't tell me; he
says he can tell me. We're going to find out!" What do you think would have happened if
Daniel wasn't telling the truth? He would have been dead before bedtime!
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[Daniel 2:29-30 NK]JV]
29 As for you, O king, thoughts came to your mind while on your bed, about what

would come to pass after this; and He who reveals secrets has made known to you
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what will be. 39 But as for me, this secret has not been revealed to me because I
have more wisdom than anyone living, but for our sakes who make known the

interpretation to the king, and that you may know the thoughts of your heart.
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Where is this wisdom coming from? Not from Daniel, not from his friends; it's coming from
God Himself! Remember, wherever you go, make sure God gets the glory for what it is you
do. Why did I get one hundred and twenty points out of one hundred and fifty in that
chemistry test? Was it because I was a good boy? Was it because I was so smart? It was

because God was so kind and gracious. God gets the glory!
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The Great Statue and the Eternal Kingdom

[Daniel 2:31-35 NK]JV]

31 "You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great image! This great image,
whose splendor was excellent, stood before you; and its form was awesome. 3? This
image's head was of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of
bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. 3* You watched
while a stone was cut out without hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron
and clay, and broke them in pieces. 3°> Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver,
and the gold were crushed together, and became like chaff from the summer
threshing floors; the wind carried them away so that no trace of them was found.
And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole

earth.
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You can imagine Nebuchadnezzar sitting there saying, "That's incredible! I remember that
now; that's exactly what I dreamt! That's amazing!" And Daniel says, "This is the dream.
Now we will tell the interpretation of it before the king." I think Nebuchadnezzar was

listening to every single word very attentively.
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[Daniel 2:36-38 NK]JV]

36 "This is the dream. Now we will tell the interpretation of it before the king. 37
You, O king, are a king of kings. For the God of heaven has given you a kingdom,
power, strength, and glory; 3% and wherever the children of men dwell, or the
beasts of the field and the birds of the heaven, He has given them into your hand,

and has made you ruler over them all--you are this head of gold.
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So what do you think Nebuchadnezzar says? Probably something like: "This is a good deal!
I'm the head of gold!"
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[Daniel 2:39-45 NK]JV]

39 But after you shall arise another kingdom inferior to yours; then another, a third
kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the earth. 4 And the fourth kingdom
shall be as strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and shatters
everything; and like iron that crushes, that kingdom will break in pieces and crush
all the others. *! Whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's clay and
partly of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; yet the strength of the iron shall be in
it, just as you saw the iron mixed with ceramic clay. > And as the toes of the feet
were partly of iron and partly of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and
partly fragile. 43 As you saw iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will mingle with the
seed of men; but they will not adhere to one another, just as iron does not mix with
clay. “* And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom
which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people;

16



it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.
45 Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands,
and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold--
the great God has made known to the king what will come to pass after this. The

dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure."
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It would be easy for Nebuchadnezzar to say, "Oh, it's just a dream; don't worry about it."
Daniel says to him, "Nebuchadnezzar, this is a dream, but it's certain; it's sure. Don't you

ignore it."
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The Tragedy of Nebuchadnezzar: Who Is the Boss?

[Daniel 2:46-49 NKJV]

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face, prostrate before Daniel, and
commanded that they should present an offering and incense to him. 47 The king
answered Daniel, and said, "Truly your God is the God of gods, the Lord of kings,
and a revealer of secrets, since you could reveal this secret." “® Then the king
promoted Daniel and gave him many great gifts; and he made him ruler over the
whole province of Babylon, and chief administrator over all the wise men of
Babylon. 4° Also Daniel petitioned the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-Nego over the affairs of the province of Babylon; but Daniel sat in the gate of
the king.
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Daniel said, "I'm telling you this because God has told me." Nebuchadnezzar didn't
understand; Nebuchadnezzar says, "You're a god!" Sometimes God does things so amazing

that the people who do it under God's hand are often praised as being from God Himself.
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So what is Nebuchadnezzar going to do? What would you do if you were Nebuchadnezzar?
What should Nebuchadnezzar have done? He should have said, "Daniel, you've told me about
the God of heaven. You have got to tell me more about the God of heaven! I need to know
that God; I need to know your God, Daniel. Tell me more!"
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What did he do? He promoted Daniel. That's a pretty wise thing to do; it just wasn't
sufficient. Who better in the kingdom to serve Nebuchadnezzar than this man Daniel? Of
course you're going to promote him! We have in English the phrase about the goose that laid
the golden egg. If you found a goose that laid a golden egg, what would you do? You'd take
the goose home, and you would feed it very well. You'd say to the goose, "Listen, goose, you
and I are friends. You keep laying the golden eggs, and I'll keep giving you good food for

breakfast, lunch, and dinner."
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That was Nebuchadnezzar. Nebuchadnezzar says, "You're the kind of goose that lays the
golden egg. I want you around; you stay with me, you keep helping me, I want you to do this
more." He said, "I want Daniel." He should have said, "I want Daniel's God!" That's the big

tragedy with this man, Nebuchadnezzar.
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The same thing happened in the days of Joseph. Joseph interpreted the dream of Pharaoh.
Pharaoh made Joseph the ruler of the country, but he didn't worship Joseph's God. What a
tragedy! All kinds of people in the world today acknowledge that God is great, and He does
good things for people, and they even try to live like these people; but what we need is
Daniel's God!
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Nebuchadnezzar said, "I respect Daniel's God, but what I really want is Daniel. I'll give him
more money; I'll give him a promotion. But I want everybody to know I'm still the boss."
That's the key question, isn't it? Who's the boss? The answer is: God is the boss! You need
God to be your boss. Those you love, those you know all around us—they need God to be
their boss.

JeiEfLBAR: "R EMEDEIATY, EREEZFZEDHEIX DA, RAMMERE, HIRLHILRT
AANAE, TARER, 7 XERZLOARE: R T5E? B3R W BT IRTEERENR
E=, IRFFZEIN, REGRE—DAN, #TRZEAERITR TS,

Nebuchadnezzar saw all this wonderful revelation, and he didn't say, "God, I want You to be
my boss. Thank You that I'm the head of gold; thank You for what You've done." Instead, he

says, "Hire Daniel! Daniel can make me even greater."
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Notice God was gracious to Nebuchadnezzar. Nebuchadnezzar had seen two great miracles:
first of all, he saw that these young men who defied him by not eating the king's food were
still far smarter and healthier than anybody else; and now, he met a God who is able to
reveal the future. Still, he doesn't worship Him; he just says, "I can use that kind of God."
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You know, some people say, "God should be in your heart." Other people say, "I'd like to have
God in my back pocket." What have I got in my back pocket? I've got a credit card. Is that
going to be of much value? No! I don't really want just the credit card; I want the God who
gave me what I have. I want the God who is able to help me, not someone who can just give
me a little bit of money. And so the tragedy is that in spite of all that God had done for

Nebuchadnezzar, he still said, "I can use that kind of God."
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Some people say, "The relationship between me and God is this: if I pray, God will answer my
prayer." If that happens, is it possible to say, "Therefore, I'm the boss; I can make God do
this, I can make God do that"? Many people think that. But God's plan is not that at all. God
says, "I will answer your prayer to prove that I can do that and that I am real. But I want you
to realize this: I'm the boss. And I will tell you what you should do. Sometimes I will answer

your prayer your way; sometimes I'll answer your prayer My way. I'm the boss."
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Is that not the central issue of life? Who is the boss in your life? God has got to be the boss.
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Learning to Trust God's Higher Way

I only told you part of the story this morning, didn't I? I prayed in that first exam for eighty
percent in chemistry, and what did I get? One hundred and twenty out of one hundred and
fifty. The next year, I prayed the same thing. What did I get? I got one hundred and twenty

out of one-fifty—exactly what I prayed for the second time!
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So I prayed the third time, the third year, and I said, "Lord, would You please give me one
hundred and twenty points out of one hundred and fifty?" What do you think I got? I got one
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hundred and twenty-one points! I thought, "What is going on? One hundred twenty-one isn't
one hundred twenty! Something's going on here." And I said, "God is telling me something."
In fact, I think God was telling me that He had something better for me than what I thought

He would give me if I got one hundred and twenty.
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Many big events in my life happened as a consequence of all that. But now that I'm an old
man, what do I say? I say, "Thank You, God. You're a better God than I even knew when I

prayed for one hundred twenty." God is God, and we've got to say, "God, You're in charge."
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God said, "Nebuchadnezzar, you're the head of gold." Nebuchadnezzar should have said,
"That's wonderful! Whatever You want me to do as the head of gold, I will do." Instead, he
basically said, "Thank You, God, but I want Daniel to be my servant; he might tell me about

something else that I can get."
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Who's the boss in your life? Some people say, "I want God so that I can use Him to go where I
want to go." Others say, "I believe God because I want Him to lead me, so that I can go
wherever He wants me to go." That is the key issue in the life of Nebuchadnezzar. He did
some good things, but basically his attitude was: "I'm still in charge, and I think I can use

God for my own benefit."
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All right, that is chapter 2. Chapter 3 comes next. Next week we're having Daily Vacation
Bible School every morning from ten to twelve. Next Tuesday morning, we will all be
meeting with the others in the DVBS activity; and on Tuesday afternoon, we'll grab a little

lunch, sit down, and study chapter 3, Lord willing.
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Closing Prayer

Let's have a word of prayer:

Lord, we want to thank You for all Your kindness. We pray that You'll continue to bless us.
You were so patient and good to a man like Nebuchadnezzar. We pray that we would not be
slow to respond to the God of Daniel. Nebuchadnezzar suffered lots of heartaches because

he was slow; we don't want to be like that, Lord.

So we pray now that You will continue to bless us, and we thank You for Your kindness.
Thank You for today, and thank You for everyone who has been here. We've enjoyed Your
fellowship and theirs. We give thanks again now, and pray in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Amen.

W], BATERER —VINREE, SRR RS T AR e ERUXAER A M HANIESE A R, SRR
(EFRATIRERCEL, Nt [m] i (E AP o, ANBOREE, JEeAT FHEMPNRFEAMESZ T VF 2Rt W1, 41
NEGMAE . SRIFRSRGHA T, R B> RERIINE, BGHESE— DA, BAITEZER R
5XERIHIBAAZE, BATRER S RER e, ZEFAREREEE R4, B,

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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