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Questions on Daniel 2: The Multi-Metallic Image and the King's Decree

John, is there still a seat for you? There's a seat for you, John, or are you going to be at the

back? It is Daniel 3 today. Did I say the wrong number? It is Daniel 3 today.
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All right now, the other thing is that we've had a lot of questions over the last couple of days.
If you have questions on anything we're studying, let us know! Don't be afraid to ask a
question on Daniel 1 or 2, and we're going to start studying in Daniel 3. Any questions to
start with?
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And the reason I'm enthusiastic about questions today is that David is here, and so he can

answer the questions that I can't answer. So we appreciate that very much.
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Vic's question is in Daniel chapter 2, because of the image of Nebuchadnezzar. The head of
gold represents Nebuchadnezzar, but the chest, arms, belly, thighs, legs of iron, and feet of
iron and clay were not fully explained. He said, "You only explained the golden head; you
didn't explain the others. Could you explain that?"
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You're right; I guess I didn't. Later on, as you go through the book of Daniel, this will come
up again. But the first kingdom is the kingdom of Babylon—Nebuchadnezzar the king, that's
gold.
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And then the second kingdom, as we are going to see later on, is the kingdom of silver. It
says in chapter 2, verses 32 to 33:
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[Daniel 2:32-33 NK]JV]
32 This image's head was of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and

thighs of bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.

Later in the chapter, we are told that these kingdoms will follow one another, but later in the
book we are going to realize that the head of gold is Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. The silver
is the Medo-Persian Empire.
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The third is the Greek Empire that starts with Alexander the Great and then breaks into four
kingdoms that followed him.

B EAmAETE, TR, JER AR E 2 YA ER MR AT B
The fourth is the Roman Empire.
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And that lasted a long time throughout all the time of the Lord Jesus Christ and well into the
apostolic age.
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And then following that world empire is the feet which were of iron and clay—part
descendant from the Roman Empire, part from other empires, together and not together.

And there is much more about that in the chapters that follow.



RS EZ G, BRI —— IR E P SerE, —io 8 g, eMiRaE 4
XAREHEIEM G, £ PRIET NI E 2R EIE,

So what are the four empires? Babylonian Empire, Medo-Persian Empire, Greek Empire,

Roman Empire, and the subsequent empire that has got remnants of the Roman Empire in it.
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Vic's first question, which was a question from last week, is precisely what is meant by
chapter 2, verse 5. The Authorized Version says in verse 5, "The thing is gone from me."
That's what Nebuchadnezzar said. But the Chinese version does not say that, nor does the
New King James Version say that. Someone read to me please what the New King James says

or what the Chinese says.

EERE - DREE LA I RRE, KT EMBERSE EE LTS X REFEAR (KJV) 5L
TN RBRCAE T, XHUREMT e, ERSEEMHEERER (NKJV) AREIXA
Wi, TEMBALEE— Mot EPUE AR B SR B ALY,

[Daniel 2:5 NKJV]
The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, "My decision is firm: if you do not
make known the dream to me, and its interpretation, you shall be cut in pieces,

and your houses shall be made an ash heap.

The difference between the two versions is that the Authorized Version says, "The thing is
gone from me," and the New King James and the Chinese say, "My decision is firm; the thing

is certain."
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Why do you get two different translations? The reason, I believe, is that the original
language is uncertain. Both are possible. It's hard for the scholars to know precisely what
Nebuchadnezzar said because the words are hard to translate.
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It is more logical to assume that what is being said is, "The thing is gone from me," in the

sense that Nebuchadnezzar is testing his wise men. He is basically saying to them, "I know



what I dreamt. It's just that I'm not going to tell you, because you'll tell me whatever you
want to tell me anyway. So the way I can prove that you're going to interpret my dream
properly is that I won't tell you what my dream is. If you can tell me what my dream is, then I

will know that you can give me the right interpretation.”
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So Vic, the answer is that either way, we know the conclusion of the story, but we are just not
sure whether Nebuchadnezzar knew what he had dreamt or did not know what he had

dreamt. David, do you have any comments on that?
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"I'm looking at the text on my phone in Hebrew, and I can see one of the words is 'from me,'
and one of the words is 'firm.' So it can be a little confusing. I think I agree with you that it
was uncertain to the translators, and it could go either way."
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So are you telling us that you understand a little bit of Hebrew? Very good!
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Daniel 3:1: The Golden Image on the Plain of Dura

Any other questions? Daniel chapter 3. We'll just read a little and comment as we go. If

you've got comments or questions, add them as we go.
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[Daniel 3:1 NKJV]

Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits
and its width six cubits. He set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of
Babylon.



And if we keep on reading, as we will, we'll remember that this was an image that he set up
in order to be worshiped. All the people had to worship this image.
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So a few comments. Number one: it was set up in the plain of Dura, and the word Dura

means "circle."
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You had this big plain where lots of people are going to be coming. It was logical that the

center of this plain was the center of activity, the center of interest of this big circle.
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How high was it? Sixty cubits—which is about ninety feet high. How high is that? Like a nine-
story building—ten feet to a story, usually nine stories high. How wide was it? Six cubits,

which would be nine feet wide. So it was ninety feet high and nine feet wide.
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It was gold. Why do you think Nebuchadnezzar made it gold? Because God had told him in
the earlier chapter that he was the head of gold.
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What do you think the image looked like? We don't know for sure; take a guess. Do you think

it's possible that the image might have looked like Nebuchadnezzar?
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He knew he was the head of gold, and he was pretty powerful. He called everybody who is a
boss in his kingdom to come and worship it, so I think it looked a lot like Nebuchadnezzar. I

certainly can't prove that.
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Now, if you were six feet high, how wide would you be? You're probably ten, twelve, or
fourteen inches wide, depending on how much you had for lunch. If you were six feet high

and in the same proportion as this image, you'd be point six of a foot wide.
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When God made you, why did He make you six feet high and twelve, fourteen, or sixteen
inches wide, rather than six inches? Why did He make you as wide as He made you? So you
wouldn't fall over! That's why. If you were really skinny and really tall, when the wind blew,

you'd fall over.
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What happened to Nebuchadnezzar's image? This image had to fall down. That's prophetic in
this little story.
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Nebuchadnezzar was very wrong. He thought because God made him the king of gold, he
could pretty much do anything he wanted to do. Do you know that there are lots of people in
the world today who are so smart that they figure they don't need God? And for some of us

who aren't that smart, it's sometimes easier, because we know we don't know enough.
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Daniel 3:2: The Dedication of the Image and the Christian Legacy of
Eiffel

That's a bit of an introduction. Let's keep going with verse number 2:
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[Daniel 3:2 NKJV]
And King Nebuchadnezzar sent word to gather together the satraps, the

administrators, the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the



magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the

image which King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

Who was there? Pretty much all the bosses in the kingdom. All the big bosses were invited.
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What do we know about this image? It was the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. It
wasn't just the Eiffel Tower; it was an image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. Keep that little
line in mind—"which King Nebuchadnezzar had set up." You're going to read about it more.
Why did he emphasize the image that he had set up? Because it was all about

Nebuchadnezzar.
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Now, what do you know about the Eiffel Tower? It's a big tower in the city of Paris in France.
It's an engineering marvel, and one of the most famous landmarks in the city of Paris. Who

was it named after? Take a guess. Mr. Eiffel.
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What do you know about Mr. Eiffel? He was a brilliant engineer. But it is interesting: Mr.
Eiffel was a devoted Christian; he loved the Lord Jesus. I just think it's very kind that the
Lord allowed it to be named after him, because Eiffel was a good man.
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That really has nothing to do with our story, other than showing that God has often used
Christians in a wonderful way. He used Brother Eiffel, as we might call him, to build that

tower.
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Pizza has arrived! John, would you let him in, please? Thank you. We'll pause and have lunch

now.
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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