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The Decree and the Golden Image

We're very thankful for lunch, and we feel very sorry for Joel and Hong because they didn't
have any of our lunch. Very good. So, any other comments now? Let's carry on, learn a little
bit more about Nebuchadnezzar and this image. So we'll pick up on verse three of Daniel

chapter three.
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[Daniel 3:3-12 NK]JV]

3 So the satraps, the administrators, the governors, the counselors, the treasurers,
the judges, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces gathered together
for the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up; and they
stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. * Then a herald cried
aloud: "To you it is commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, ° that at the
time you hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony
with all kinds of music, you shall fall down and worship the gold image that King
Nebuchadnezzar has set up; ® and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be
cast immediately into the midst of a burning fiery furnace." 7 So at that time, when
all the people heard the sound of the horn, flute, harp, and lyre, in symphony with
all kinds of music, all the people, nations, and languages fell down and worshiped
the gold image which King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. & Therefore at that time
certain Chaldeans came forward and accused the Jews. ° They spoke and said to
King Nebuchadnezzar, "O king, live forever! '° You, O king, have made a decree
that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in
symphony with all kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the gold image; '!

and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast into the midst of a



burning fiery furnace. '?> There are certain Jews whom you have set over the affairs
of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego; these men, O
king, have not paid due regard to you. They do not serve your gods or worship the

gold image which you have set up."
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So who were these people? They have given all these fancy names in verse three, but in
verse four they are called "peoples, nations, and languages." Remember, Nebuchadnezzar
was king of the world, and so all the major nations around Babylon under Nebuchadnezzar's
control would be there—different peoples, different nations, different languages. And they

were called to fall down and worship at the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, psaltery.
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I kind of wonder why all those instruments are mentioned. Was it an orchestra? Maybe. I
kind of wonder if Nebuchadnezzar didn't have special music from each of the peoples that he
had conquered. I think, among other things, he was bragging about the nations around him,
and so he would probably have good French music and Swedish music; for each of the
countries around, he probably had music for them. There are those who suggest that among
the types of instruments that were here, there was even something like bagpipes. Those of
us, like my sister and me, who have a Scottish background, we would say, "Oh, this is pretty
good music, because there are even bagpipes." I think it was designed to appeal to every

nationality.
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Verse six: "And whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast immediately into the
midst of a burning fiery furnace." Was it designed to make sure that everybody worshiped? It

was one of the greatest international parties that has ever been held in the world. It was in



honor of Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian kingdom. Everybody in the kingdom was to
acknowledge that Nebuchadnezzar was the boss, and that they were even to worship him as

a god.
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I was just impressed with a little word: "immediately," in verse six. He doesn't say, "You'd
better bow down and worship, and if not, you'll be arrested, you'll go to trial, and after the
third or fourth trial, going all the way to the Supreme Court, then you'll be killed." When
would they be killed? On the same afternoon that they didn't bow down! That's right. No trial
necessary. No appeal. Who is boss? Nebuchadnezzar said, "I am the boss." The Bible says,
"Nebuchadnezzar, you're not." There's all kinds of people in the world today who say, "I'm
the boss," and the Lord says, "Officially, you're not the boss."
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So verse seven: "So at that time, when all the people heard the sound of the horn, flute,
harp, and lyre, in symphony with all kinds of music, all the people, nations, and languages
fell down and worshiped the gold image which King Nebuchadnezzar"—here it is again and
again—"had set up." You know what this is all about? Pretty clear, pretty plain. Verse eight:

"Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and accused the Jews."
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Verse nine to twelve: "They spoke and said to King Nebuchadnezzar, 'O king, live forever!
You, O king, have made a decree that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, harp,
lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the gold
image; and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast into the midst of a burning
fiery furnace. There are certain Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of
Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego; these men, O king, have not paid due regard
to you. They do not serve your gods or worship the gold image which you have set up.""



AR WU N EmREMED: EEAZ! EW, RETOU: LA, B EE 3
B RGR A B, WA MRBOERG, A RBORR), SYERIKRE . BEARILIERAN, w2
THIREHEC BRSNS, KR, WS, LW, JXEAAER, AFZEREH, HABOEIRAT
VAN

Then Nebuchadnezzar was in rage and fury. How do you think he felt? All the chief people
from all over the world were there to acknowledge Nebuchadnezzar, that great, great king.
Everybody bows down or falls down to worship the image, and these three men are still
standing up! How do you think those men felt? It must have been absolutely amazing.
Thousands—we have no idea how many, no doubt many thousands of people—all there, and
they're all probably prostrate on the ground, and these three men standing up.
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You think that would have taken courage? What did they think when they went to the Plain of
Dura that day? They got out of bed in the morning, and they somehow managed to get
themselves over to the Plain of Dura. Standing there, they knew what was coming, and they
said, "We are not going to worship." We marvel at these men; we have great respect for

them.
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The Prophetic Parallel

Harold, can I make a little comment? Yes, jump in here for a minute. I was thinking about the
reference to Revelation chapter thirteen. There will be a future day where a very, very
similar thing will take place. It might not be very far in the future. What we read about
Nebuchadnezzar and Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego seems very far in the past, but we

begin to see something very similar that will happen not too far in the future.
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Notice in chapter thirteen of Revelation, verse fourteen. You have two great leaders: the

Antichrist and the false prophet. One is the spiritual leader, and one is the political leader.
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[Revelation 13:14-17 NKJV]

14 And he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those signs which he was
granted to do in the sight of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to
make an image to the beast who was wounded by the sword and lived. !> He was
granted power to give breath to the image of the beast, that the image of the beast
should both speak and cause as many as would not worship the image of the beast
to be Kkilled. 6 He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to
receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, !’ and that no one may
buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of

his name.
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So there's some kind of great image in this future day. But something greater about this
image: this image can speak, come to life in some fashion. He was granted power to give life
to the image, that the image of the beast should both speak and cause as many as would not
worship the image to be killed. He caused all—both small and great, rich and poor, free and

slave—to receive this mark on their hand or on their forehead if they would not worship.
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You know, so often governments create religion that people have to worship, and if they don't
worship, there's punishment. We see a similar kind of thing: you have to take courage, have
faith, and take a stand if you're a real believer in the Lord Jesus. In a future day, there will be
thousands and thousands of people who will not bow down, and they'll be killed and
murdered. And it says of them that later on the Lord will resurrect them—the ones who have
been killed—resurrect them and honor them, and they'll rule and reign with the Lord Jesus

Christ in the Millennial Kingdom.
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The Lord honors faith; the Lord honors loyalty and courage when we live for the Lord Jesus.
He says He will honor those who honor Him. So we see that in this chapter: we see them
standing for the Lord, and the Lord ultimately honoring them. Sometimes the Lord doesn't
keep us from suffering, but He keeps us through suffering. That's what we see in this

chapter.
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We read down to verse sixteen of Revelation thirteen. Verse seventeen says: "and that no one
may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his
name." Vic, is that logically possible in light of what's going on in China today? It's logical;
it's already happening. If you don't follow the government, you can't do anything. Was that
true ten years ago? Maybe ten years ago it was really hard to control all the people, but by

advanced technology, everyone can be controlled easily.
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Vic, would you call that prophecy? Is this verse prophesying what is going to happen, as
David says, very soon? So I think we can say this prophecy is being fulfilled in our lifetime,
today and tomorrow. I understand that sooner or later, and very soon, there can be a little
chip put in you, like a mark in your forehead or in your right hand. That chip will advise
anybody who wants to listen, like the government, everywhere you go, everything you say,
and everything you listen to. And so if you say, "All I want is a piece of bread," the chip says,

"No, you can't have that."
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I just marvel at all the prophecies that have been fulfilled in my lifetime. It's true, I've lived a
little longer than you, but they've been fulfilled one after another—here's one right in the last

ten years. Do you believe that Jesus loves you? Why? Because the Bible tells us so.
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With advanced technology, they don't even need a chip. If they have your picture in the
computer system and you want to do something, facial recognition scans your face. A few
days ago in Seattle, it used to be you had to show your passport; now you walk up to a
screen, stand at a certain distance, and it takes your picture. The officer behind the booth
says, "Okay, go ahead." They have our picture; that picture knows where we're going, what

ticket we have, and where we're coming from. No more showing passports.
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If I pick up my phone and turn it on, what does it do? It takes a picture of me, looks at me,
and says, "Oh, I know you," and it unlocks. If I hand my phone to you and you try to turn it
on, you can't get it on because it doesn't recognize your face. You remember that I fell
outside the front of the chapel a couple of years ago? I went to the hospital and they started
working on me. I picked up my phone and held it up, and it wouldn't work—it didn't

recognize that bruised face! This is real stuff.
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Faith in the Midst of the Furnace

Back to Daniel chapter three. We'll pick it up at verse fifteen. Nebuchadnezzar says to these

three men:
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[Daniel 3:15-22 NK]JV]

15 Now if you are ready at the time you hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre,
and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, and you fall down and worship
the image which I have made, good! But if you do not worship, you shall be cast
immediately into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will
deliver you from my hands?" ' Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and
said to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this
matter. 7 If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the
burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king. ! But if not,
let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship
the gold image which you have set up." '° Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury,
and the expression on his face changed toward Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
Nego. He spoke and commanded that they heat the furnace seven times more than
it was usually heated. ?° And he commanded certain mighty men of valor who were
in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, and cast them into the
burning fiery furnace. ?! Then these men were bound in their coats, their trousers,
their turbans, and their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the
burning fiery furnace. ?? Therefore, because the king's command was urgent, and
the furnace exceedingly hot, the flame of the fire killed those men who took up
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego.
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That's pretty dramatic! What are Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego going to do? Verse
sixteen: "O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter." Basically, in all
confidence, they say, "We don't really worry about this, and frankly, we are not concerned

about answering you. This is not a big deal to us."
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Why would it not be a big deal? Because they've been through chapters one and two. They've
been carried from Jerusalem to Babylon. They've been robbed of everything they owned.
They've been deprived of family; they probably watched their family killed around them.
Here's the question: Have you survived enough adversity in your life that when the next
problem comes, you'll say, "No big deal"? Sometimes you endure problems yesterday in
order to be able to face the bigger problem that's going to come tomorrow. If you've got a
problem today, you may very well say, "Thank you, Lord! This is preparation so that I'll be
able to do what's right when a bigger problem comes tomorrow."
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Verse nineteen is the response of Nebuchadnezzar to their answer: "Then Nebuchadnezzar
was full of fury, and the expression on his face changed." What caused him to have such an
amazing reaction? The answer of these men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego! This is
what they said that made Nebuchadnezzar so mad: "If that is the case, our God whom we
serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your
hand, O king. But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor
will we worship the gold image which you have set up."
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Nebuchadnezzar says, "Who do you think you are? I'm the king! Who are you to talk to me
like that?" He got angry, and I think he raised his voice. He didn't bother giving them
another try; he didn't say, "You go back to the Plain of Dura, and next time we'll see what
happens." He said, "I won't stand for that kind of impudence in my kingdom."
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So verse nineteen: "He was full of fury, and the expression on his face changed. He spoke
and commanded that they heat the furnace seven times more than it was usually heated. And

he commanded certain mighty men of valor who were in his army to bind Shadrach,



Meshach, and Abed-Nego, and cast them into the burning fiery furnace. Then these men
were bound in their coats, their trousers, their turbans, and their other garments, and were
cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. Therefore, because the king's command was
urgent, and the furnace exceedingly hot, the flame of the fire killed those men who took up
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego."
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Would you like to have been one of Nebuchadnezzar's honorable guard? "Do this," he says.
They do it, and they get burned up in the process! Who's in charge? God is saying to
Nebuchadnezzar, "Nebuchadnezzar, you're not in charge!" What a privilege these three men
had to stand before Nebuchadnezzar and say, "No, Your Honor. No, King. We won't do that."
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The Fourth Man in the Fire

Now, it's hard to know precisely how this happens. You've got the Plain of Dura over here,
you've got the king, and you've got a fiery furnace. Somehow the king gets to watch what's
going on. Was there a viewing area right next to the furnace, or was the king so mad that he
said, "I'm going to go from my office to the fiery furnace with you; I'm not just going to tell

them to burn you, I'm going to be there to make sure you get burnt"?
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[Daniel 3:24-29 NKJV]

24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished; and he rose in haste and spoke,
saying to his counselors, "Did we not cast three men bound into the midst of the
fire?" They answered and said to the king, "True, O king." ?° "Look!" he answered,
"I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and they are not hurt, and

the form of the fourth is like the Son of God." %6 Then Nebuchadnezzar went near
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the mouth of the burning fiery furnace and spoke, saying, "Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abed-Nego, servants of the Most High God, come out, and come here." Then
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego came from the midst of the fire. 27 And the
satraps, administrators, governors, and the king's counselors gathered together,
and they saw these men on whose bodies the fire had no power; the hair of their
head was not singed nor were their garments affected, and the smell of fire was
not on them. 28 Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying, "Blessed be the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-Nego, who sent His Angel and delivered His servants who
trusted in Him, and they have frustrated the king's word, and yielded their bodies,
that they should not serve nor worship any god except their own God! 2° Therefore
I make a decree that any people, nation, or language which speaks anything amiss
against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego shall be cut in pieces, and
their houses shall be made an ash heap; because there is no other God who can
deliver like this."
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Absolutely amazing! They could see what was going on. We don't understand everything, but

I believe on Judgment Day, those who have rejected the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior will see
what is going on.
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[Luke 13:28 NK]JV]
There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and

Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and yourselves thrust out.
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What a terrible thing to look at what's going on, and if it's good, you say, "I could have been

there, but I wouldn't." Or you look around, see all the judgment falling on others, and say,
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"I'm next." This was a momentous event in the lives of Nebuchadnezzar, the three men, and

all the onlookers.

BETRFRRMZ AR BEAEIARRE, (RGBS  “TART DU AIRER), (HIEEEL
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How hot was the fire? It killed all the strongest men! Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego
were probably smaller, weaker men by comparison, yet the mighty soldiers perished, while
they were walking around inside. Who was with them? Nebuchadnezzar didn't fully know. He
said, "Look, there's a fourth man in there, and he is like the Son of God." He didn't truly
know what the Son of God looked like, but he had enough spiritual insight to recognize that

the One with them was far greater.

AKBNRAZL? ERE 7 ENP R E L ML, vSHL REFNL(AEH AT RE 54 8 /N g5
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Do you think he could see that somehow these three men were looking to and blessed by this
fourth man? This is all speculation, but do you think maybe they fell down and worshiped
that fourth Person, even as they refused to worship Nebuchadnezzar's image? We don't know

for certain.

TRZIANNAEES HIX =D NIEMEEARE A SMGHE? X B2 SRR, (HIREE, IR AREX
P MRCAR B PYAL, RGBT PAEAE (T ORABORE e AT FH R BB — 2 AT RESE 2 fE

Verse twenty-six: "Then Nebuchadnezzar went near the mouth of the burning fiery furnace
and spoke, saying, 'Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, servants of the Most High God,
come out, and come here.'" That's a huge change! "Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
Nego came from the midst of the fire. And the satraps, administrators, governors, and the
king's counselors gathered together, and they saw these men on whose bodies the fire had

no power."
BN TR, BARERENEZUKZETT, B EEMEMAIMSHL, ORE, WAfeddisk, k
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I don't think all these officials saw what was going on inside the furnace originally, but when
the three came out, they made a public appearance before Nebuchadnezzar and all the

leaders. The satraps, administrators, governors, and counselors were all there—maybe a
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thousand or more. This thing was not done in secret. And what did they see? "The fire had no
power; the hair of their head was not singed nor were their garments affected, and the smell

of fire was not on them."

FBINEGIHAERTA B REETE T KENI RS, (EUMIT= AELORE, HIUZ 1 EAm H e A
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When I was a teenager, we moved into a house that had a hollow brick incinerator in the
backyard. Periodically, I would gather twigs or branches from the garden, or trash from the
house, and burn them there. Flames would unexpectedly shoot up. Sometimes the flame
would flash and singe the hair on the back of my hand. It didn't burn terribly, but it smelled
bad. Yet these men were in this ferocious fire, and their hair wasn't burned, not a knuckle
singed! What burned up? Only the ropes that bound them when they were thrown in. None
of their clothes or hats were affected, and there was not even the smell of fire on them.

BRI, AR T — R B A TEmISE A 155 v, Tk AT LR B AR a2 BRI 2R E RAE AR AR
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Has anything like that ever happened in the history of the world before? Have you ever
heard of anything like that happening since? No. If you were Nebuchadnezzar, what would

you do?

TSR S0 b A R A XA Y BB USRI B Wi b AR S BIRFL? 45U, WRIRE
JEATFHERL, REELM?

Nebuchadnezzar's Stubborn Heart

Verse twenty-eight: "Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying, 'Blessed be the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-Nego..."" That sounds good, but what would be better? Why didn't he
say, "I want that God to be my God"? What's the matter with you, Nebuchadnezzar? Are you
deaf and blind? He saw all this and confessed: "God sent His Angel and delivered His
servants who trusted in Him, and they have frustrated the king's word, and yielded their
bodies, that they should not serve nor worship any god except their own God!"

Fo)/)\n: emHERL: YRR R WARJERREI IR B S FRATHY ! e T XWTERMREF, (H
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(Interruption for fire department inspection)

He got it all wrong, didn't he? He called Him the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego.
What should he have said? He should have acknowledged that God is the God of everything

and everyone, the supreme Boss.

GEBTERIIBATRERS) e 2 AREIE T, SRE? MWirioy “UMEhn K& WHesrm” A
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Therefore, in verse twenty-nine, he says: "Therefore I make a decree that any people, nation,
or language which speaks anything amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
Nego shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made an ash heap; because there is no

other God who can deliver like this." Of course he's right—there is no other God!

Ktt, AES —HAER: “BUERREE, JTTIeMR, fME, WIRIESHA, BEMEHL K A
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Here is the quick summary: In chapter one, Nebuchadnezzar noticed that Daniel, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-Nego were far wiser and more intelligent than anyone else in his
kingdom. What did he do at the end of chapter one? Nothing! What's the matter with you,

Nebuchadnezzar? Don't you have a brain in your head?

RS EF T, EAARERIMEDIE, ISR RAFNEAHE i@ = rI A A
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In chapter two, these men told him what he had dreamed and what the dream meant. Had
that ever happened before? Has it ever happened since? So what did Nebuchadnezzar do?
He said, "I think I'll promote you guys; I could use men like you in my administration." Have
you ever met people who respect God because they see that the God of believers is a good
God who does good things, yet they still stubbornly pursue what they want? At the end of
chapter three, he says, "That's a good God, and make sure nobody speaks against Him."

FEHER, RIUDANGEUF 7 RBFTEE AR, IXH AT 2B IS ? DU RIS A AE? 82
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Nebuchadnezzar, why don't you say, "I need that God"? Why didn't you say, "I repent"? Three
incredible miracles in his life, and stubborn Nebuchadnezzar remains hardened. Have you
ever heard a father say, "Johnny, I want you to do that," and Johnny questions, and the father

repeats, "Johnny, I told you to do that"? Is this the end of Nebuchadnezzar's story?

JEmMEM, RN “IRITEIXAAMA” 2 RN 2R "Bk 7 —AErhalh 7 =R AR
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He refused the first time God spoke to him. He refused the second time. He refused the third
time. What did God say to him the fourth time? God said, "Nebuchadnezzar, I have a lesson
to teach you. I'm going to let you behave like a wild beast for seven years, and then you will

know." Don't make it hard for God to teach you. He will teach you.

A IR TERS, iR 5 58 A SR, OGRS T Skt s, ffRELE, S
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Lord, we thank You that You were good to us this morning, good to us at lunch, and good to
us this afternoon. Bless us and help us in all that we do. Bring us back tomorrow and bless

the work, we ask in Jesus' name. Amen.

FW, FRATVRER, FRRERFRA, TERMEGERN, SR TNPRESERGFRN, REGEXT], 7£
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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