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Barnabas and the Fellowship of the Early Church

Welcome to all, especially Sharon who has just joined us. We are going to start reading in

Acts chapter four.
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Remember that the apostles had been together in the city of Jerusalem. In chapter two, the
Spirit came down, enabling them to preach, and many were saved. Then in Acts chapter
three, the lame man who had been lame for forty years was healed. By the grace of God, he
became a mighty example of the power of God, and the blessing of God was upon them
because of him. A number were saved—praise the Lord! But the apostles were put into
prison, and they were released from prison after lots of discussion.
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So we are now at the end of verse 35, and verse 36 says:

[Acts 4:36-37 NKJV]
36 And Joses, who was also named Barnabas by the apostles (which is translated
Son of Encouragement), a Levite of the country of Cyprus, 37 having land, sold it,

and brought the money and laid it at the apostles' feet.
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So in a wonderful way, the Christians immediately became family one with another. Families

are God's provision very often in times of great difficulty. A father and a mother look after



the children when the children have problems. Very often in life, brothers look after sisters
and sisters look after brothers because there is a problem. And as it should be in the natural

family, so it should be in the spiritual family.
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Many who became Christians found that upon becoming a Christian, some of them lost their
jobs. Others lost their family members—maybe the husband was a Christian and the wife was
not, or the other way around. For one reason or another, many of the Christians, especially
the widows, had problems. And so the Christians rallied around one another, recognizing

that the Christians were the brothers and the sisters of those Christian people.
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So who are our brothers and sisters? In many respects, it would be each one on the screen,
wouldn't it? And so our responsibility is to encourage one another, to help one another, and

in times of great need to even reach into our pockets to help one another.
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And so the Christians did this, and in particular there was this man we read about in verse
36. His name is Barnabas; he was originally called Joses. He was a man who became a
Christian in these early days of the church. He was a Jew from the tribe of Levi. According to
the Old Testament requirements, as a Levite, his job was to help maintain and serve in the

temple, and he was not to own land.
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So he had a double problem. He was guilty of many sins in his life like we all are before we
become Christians, but he didn't even live near the temple. How could he help? He lived on
an island in the middle of the Mediterranean Sea; he lived on Cyprus. And not only that, but
he had land! He was told he was not to have land; he was to serve the Lord instead of

serving his land. But he owned land, and so he said, "I am going to leave Cyprus. I'm going



to sell my lands, I'm going to move to Jerusalem, and I'm going to give the money from my
lands to the apostles to help build the church."
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Do you think that would have been a blessing to the church in Jerusalem and elsewhere? The
answer is yes. Of course it was a marvelous help to them. The story of his conversion would
have been a great encouragement to them. The fact that he had sold his lands to give to
some of the poor in the congregation was also a great encouragement to them. And the fact
that he gave up his work on his farm in order to come to Jerusalem to serve the church—that

would have been a great encouragement to them.
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So why did they call him the Son of Encouragement? By everything he did and was and said,
he was an encouragement to them. The most natural thing for them to call him was the Son
of Encouragement. That was the beginning of the witness for the Lord and the service for

the Lord from this good man Barnabas! That wasn't the end, but that was the beginning.
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Some of us look back at our own beginning and we say, "Was my beginning what it should
have been? Was my beginning what it could have been?" A lot of us look back and say,
"Thank You, Lord. You gave me a little bit of a beginning, but frankly, I could have done more
at the beginning; I could have been more like Barnabas at the beginning." And then we say,
"Lord, my beginning may not have been as strong as it should have been, but by God's grace,
You could use me now. You could take me and use me in the future. That's what I want. I

want You to build on my beginning; I want my present to be strong for God."
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The Deception and Judgment of Ananias and Sapphira

The first four chapters of the book of Acts are basically a summary of the many, many good
things that happened. But now we are going to see that problems entered into the church
and into the work of God. And what are we going to do with the problems? It is true of any
work for God: the Lord does His great work, and the evil one comes in and in various ways
attempts to interrupt the work of God.
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The religious leaders were very active in chapters one, two, three, and four. Now in chapter
five, it is obvious that it is not just those outside the church that could be problems; it could
be people inside the church as well. And so now we are in chapter five, and we read about
this man Ananias and Sapphira his wife. They were good people, but they also had some land
and they sold it.
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I think that they thought about Barnabas, and they said to themselves, "You know, Barnabas
got a really good reputation by selling his land and helping the church in Jerusalem." And I
think they said, "We'd like to get a good reputation like that, so we'll try to get a good
reputation."” The key about this man Barnabas was that he gave his lands to the apostles. We
are not sure how much this man and his wife said they would sell the property for, but they
said, "We will sell the property, and we'll pretend to give it all to the Lord, but we'll just keep
back some of it for ourselves." I think their objective was to buy for themselves a good

reputation: "We can use our money to make ourselves look good."
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Now that is not an uncommon problem in our day. You will often find buildings, hospitals,
and even universities named after certain people—good people or even bad people—names
associated with philanthropy. Sometimes you will go to a park, a building, or a hospital, and
you'll find the name of somebody on that facility. There is a park that I sometimes go to, and
there is a bench. The bench says, "This bench was provided by Mr. So-and-so." Who gave Mr.
So-and-so the money for the bench? Ultimately, it's the Lord. The Lord provided him with the
intelligence and the energy to get the money to buy the bench in the first place. So the glory
should not go to the individual; it should go to the God who enabled the individual to have

the wherewithal to give it in the first place.
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So back now to Ananias and Sapphira: they sold their property. We don't know what they
sold it for, but if they sold it for a hundred thousand dollars, they probably said, "We sold it
for eighty thousand dollars," and they put the other twenty thousand dollars into their bank
account and didn't tell anybody. And so they decided that they would keep twenty thousand
dollars for a rainy day—that's not bad in itself. But they said they sold the property for eighty
thousand dollars, and people said, "You gave all the money that you got from the property!
You gave it all to the Lord; you didn't keep any for yourself. You are a very good person." And

so they put together a simple lie in order to get more glory for themselves.
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So back down to our story, verse three:

[Acts 5:3 NKJV]
3 But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit
and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself?
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What they did was they agreed to lie. But do you remember that to lie is very bad?

Revelation chapter twenty-one and verse eight says:

[Revelation 21:8 NKJV]
But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral,
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with

fire and brimstone, which is the second death."

The devil was a liar in the beginning, and we must not be like him.
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We are not sure precisely how Peter knew this, but he says to them, verse four:

[Acts 5:4 NK]JV]
4 While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your
own control? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to

men but to God."
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Was that very bad? And the answer is yes. They thought they were just lying to the men who
were around them, the Christians in their small circle. But Peter says, "You have lied to God."
How did Peter know this? Quite possibly because the Spirit of God revealed it to him; it may

have been a miraculous revelation. Either way, it was very serious.
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Verse five:



[Acts 5:5 NK]JV]
> Then Ananias, hearing these words, fell down and breathed his last. So great fear

came upon all those who heard these things.
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When accused of lying, Ananias didn't repent; Ananias didn't have time to repent. He just
died because the Spirit of God killed him. Verse five says, "So great fear came upon all those
who heard these things." How do you think they heard it? These were the early days of the

Christian church, and the people of God, the Christians, were together almost all the time.
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So when Ananias died, who was going to help Peter deal with the problem? The answer: all
the other Christians who were there. It was the young men who stepped forward and said,
"Peter, Ananias is dead. We should go out and bury him." And so it was the young men who

went to bury him.
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Why weren't the young men at university? Why weren't the young men at work in the middle
of the day, and probably the middle of the week? What on earth were these young men
doing? They were with the people of God; that's what they were doing. May I remind you
that the work of God has priority over university? The work of God has priority over your job.
The work of God has priority over everything. Somewhere you've got to start by saying, "I'm

going to say no to my other opportunities in order to say yes to God."
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So in a wonderful way, these young men were prepared to do the work of God. They were
there learning from Peter and the apostles; they were there with the saints, and they stepped
in and did their job.
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Verse seven now Says:

[Acts 5:7 NK]JV]
7 Now it was about three hours later when his wife came in, not knowing what had

happened.
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That's an amazing thing. The Christians were so united that they were even able to bury this

man without his wife's knowledge! They were a wonderfully close-knit family.
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Verse eight says Peter spoke to her:

[Acts 5:8 NK]JV]
8 And Peter answered her, "Tell me whether you sold the land for so much?" She

said, "Yes, for so much."
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Peter said to her, "Did you sell for such and such a number?" She said, "Yes," because she
had agreed with her husband that that was the number, but it was a lie. She had sold it for
more than that; she kept part of it back, but in order to get the glory, she said, "I sold it for

so much."
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Then Peter said to her:



[Acts 5:9 NK]JV]
9 Then Peter said to her, "How is it that you have agreed together to test the Spirit
of the Lord? Look, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door,

and they will carry you out."
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Verse ten:

[Acts 5:10 NK]JV]
10 Then immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her last. And the young

men came in and found her dead, and carrying her out, buried her by her husband.
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All right, so what happened then? Verse five says at the end, "So great fear came upon all
those who heard these things." And a parallel, verse eleven:

[Acts 5:11 NK]JV]

11 So great fear came upon all the church and upon all who heard these things.
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So the church was together; it was together a great deal. And I don't think this had to go on
the internet; I don't think they had to put it on a mass message or a WeChat or whatever
else. They were all together; they heard it.
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So, two or three things on this. First of all, does this kind of thing ever happen today? The
answer is: probably somewhere. But have you ever heard of it happening today? I haven't.

Has it ever happened to you or me? I don't think so. I presume that I've probably done some



bad things. I may have lied—I don't know—I may have lied, but the good Lord didn't kill me.
Why did He kill Ananias and Sapphira and not me? If someone were to do this very thing
today, I don't really think that it might happen that they would be killed immediately. And so
the question would be, why?
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There seems to me to be a bit of a principle in Scripture that goes like this: the first or the
initial time that a problem arises, God often deals with it in severity and in detail. I think He
does that in order to prove that the sin is very serious. But He doesn't always follow up
immediately, because He also wants to forgive. And so He allows people to do bad things and
He doesn't kill them immediately, because He says, "I'm going to defer judgment; I want
them to repent."
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So these stories are not here to prove that these people were worse than other people.
They're not here to prove that God doesn't do this anymore. But they are here to prove that
God is gracious and He will defer judgment in order that there can be repentance. Will
people who sin like Ananias and Sapphira get the same kind of judgment that Ananias and
Sapphira got? Yes, there will be deferred judgment. It may very well be judgment at the
judgment seat of Christ, but there will be deferred judgment. Don't think that because you
do something wrong or because I do something wrong, we're going to get away with it when
Ananias and Sapphira didn't. We're going to face the same judgment. This is a warning to all.
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The consequence of this, in verses five and eleven, is that great fear fell on the church. And

so you and I should also have great fear, lest we end up like them. Problems could arise in
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the church, as they did then, with people who are professing believers in the church telling
lies, doing things they shouldn't do, trying to cover up, and telling lies about it. Don't be like
that!
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Signs, Wonders, and the Priority of God's Kingdom

Verse 12 now:

[Acts 5:12 NKJV]
12- And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done

among the people. And they were all with one accord in Solomon's Porch.
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In an amazing way, many miracles were carried out by the apostles. They had all done
miracles when the Lord Jesus Christ was alive. Now their Lord Jesus Christ has gone to
heaven, and they're still doing those kinds of miracles. Where were these people? "They
were all with one accord in Solomon's Porch." Why weren't they at home? Why weren't they
doing all the work that has to be done at home? Why weren't they cutting the grass, going
for a walk?
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They prioritized the work of God. As I had said, some of them were not going to their jobs—
giving up their jobs; some of them were not going to university, but saying, "Postpone that

right now. We've got something important: we've got to serve the Lord."
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I was speaking to a younger Christian recently, and I said there are several areas in life that

are important: one is your family responsibility; one is your educational responsibility; one is
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your financial responsibility; one is your personal responsibility to be responsible for your
own needs; and one is your spiritual responsibility. Of all five of those, which one is the most
important? They're all important, but especially your responsibility to God—your spiritual
responsibility—is most important.
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So the Lord Jesus Christ says—I can't quote the verse exactly, but He basically says that:

[Luke 14:26 NK]JV]
"If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children,

brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.

You don't love yourself; you love the Lord, and compared to that, you hate your family—you
hate your brother, your sister, your mother, your father; you even hate your own life, but you

love Jesus. There has got to be a priority, and so here we read of the priority of these people.
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Now remember, because of the great fear and because of the great responsibility, because of
the great service that they had for the Lord, the result was that many miracles took place.
They had great power. Welcome to Amir; we're happy you're with us. Amir, we're studying

Acts chapter five, and we're at verse number 13. Verse 13 says:

[Acts 5:13 NKJV]
13 Yet none of the rest dared join them, but the people esteemed them highly.
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People were somewhat afraid to become Christians. Why was that? It was obvious that the
Christian life was a holy life, and that if you became a Christian, you'd have to stop lying. The
people esteemed them highly, but they were afraid to join them. And then, when they did
become Christians, it was because they really had a conviction, rather than just a superficial

saying, "I believe."
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So you get this strange combination: verse 13, "yet none of the rest dared join them"; and
verse 14, "believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and
women." Both those things were true! People were afraid to join, but then they did join with
great zeal and frequency. Does this sound to you like they were a pretty powerful church?
Each one of them had given up much of their personal activities, given up much of their
funding; they had spent much time with the people of God. What happened?
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Verse 14, not only were believers added to the Lord, but verse 15:

[Acts 5:15 NKJV]
15 5o that they brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and

couches, that at least the shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them.
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There was amazing power; there was amazing awareness of the things of God. And verse 16

says:
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[Acts 5:16 NKJV]

16 Also a multitude gathered from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing
sick people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all
healed.
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What was going on in Jerusalem? Many wonderful things! Two examples were: number one,
what happened to Barnabas; number two, what happened to the lame man at the Beautiful
Gate; number three, what happened to Ananias and Sapphira; and number four, what
happened to the countless others we never read about. And the news of that spread far
beyond Jerusalem, so that many came from cities far from Jerusalem, the surrounding cities.
They came to Jerusalem bringing sick people and those who were tormented by unclean

spirits, and they were all healed.

HINEBES S TR A T A2 RAE TWWIFZZar RIS 28] LMEIKkii: B—, BEES ERAERE;
H, EMNHAMERZ NS ERAENE, B=, WEETHNHEAER S B2 ERS,; B0, jRdke EREIC
B, CBEAMGEES LA RAE, XS R 1 HRR e 24, DAY FEIE R & R A ER 2 i AR
B, R AN RO AHTR, T EA2E S 1 ER,

It could be that I was sick and lived in a small town twenty or thirty miles away from
Jerusalem. Let's assume I lived in Langley, and the temple of the Lord was in downtown
Vancouver. And you also lived in Langley, and I was pretty sick. So I said, "I would like to go
to Jerusalem to see Peter." And you would say, "How are you going to get there?" And I would
say, "I think the only way I could get there would be for a few of you to get together and
carry me." And you might say, "Harold, that's all very nice. We'd be happy to carry you a
couple of blocks, but to carry you all the way from Langley to downtown Vancouver—that's a
big deal!" And I would say, "Yes, but I believe that if I were to go, I could get healed." And
you would probably say, "That's true, Harold. I think if you were to be there, you could get
healed."
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And so many of you would say, "We'll carry him." You'd get a stretcher and you'd carry me.
You'd probably have three or four teams, and each team would carry me for a few blocks,
and then the next team and then the next team, and somehow we'd all get there. God did
marvelous things. Many wonderful people were doing wonderful things, all because they
believed that the Lord Jesus Christ had risen from the dead and that He was doing great
miracles through His disciples. And I just wonder: were there so many people coming from
other cities that there was almost a traffic jam on the road when all the people came
carrying their friends to Jerusalem so that Peter could be a blessing to them?
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Imprisonment and the Angelic Deliverance

Absolutely amazing days! In part because of the outpouring of the Spirit of God upon them,
but also because of the response of the saints, the disciples, and those who were following
them. The response of the people of God in zeal and in honesty was powerful, and many

marvelous works took place. Now verse 17:

[Acts 5:17-18 NKJV]
17 Then the high priest rose up, and all those who were with him (which is the sect
of the Sadducees), and they were filled with indignation, '® and laid their hands on

the apostles and put them in the common prison.
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What is the primary story of the book of the Acts of the Apostles? The primary story is the
wonderful work of the acts of the apostles that they were able to accomplish because the
Holy Spirit of God was working in them and through them. What is the secondary story in
the book of the Acts of the Apostles? You could call it the acts of the enemies of the apostles,
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because everywhere the apostles went, the enemies followed. There was battle, battle, battle
all through the book—battle after battle. The acts of the apostles, and the acts of the
enemies to defeat the apostles, which they couldn't do. The book of the Acts of the Apostles
is really a book of spiritual warfare. And so the fact that you might have some spiritual

warfare is not surprising, because that's what they had.
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So what happens after these apostles are put into the common prison?

[Acts 5:19-20 NKJV]

19 But at night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out,
and said, ?° "Go, stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this
life."
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Does this sound like warfare to you? The apostles and the saints do the great preaching; the
religious leaders say, "We've got to put a stop to this," and they tell them that they can't
preach anymore and put them in prison; and the Lord opens the prison, lets them out, and
says, "You go back and preach again." I think that's absolutely wonderful! I'm not sure that I
would have had the honesty and the boldness to go back to preach. If I were them, I might
say, "Lord, I'm pretty tired. I think I'd better go home for a sleep." They might have said, "If
we disobey, we're probably going to get beaten up. We could get killed like the Lord Jesus
did."
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So verse 21 says:

[Acts 5:21 NK]JV]

21 And when they heard that, they entered the temple early in the morning and
taught. But the high priest and those with him came and called the council
together, with all the elders of the children of Israel, and sent to the prison to have

them brought.
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When did they go to the temple? At the time of the evening sacrifice? No, they went early in
the morning. I think if you had been a stranger and you had gone to the temple at six o'clock
in the morning, they would have been there preaching when you got there! Bold men who

basically said, "We're going to serve the Lord first, and we'll worry about other things later."
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Now what did they preach when they got to the temple? Verse 20 says the Lord told them to
preach "all the words of this life." He didn't say, "You just preach the good things and
everything else will be fine." He didn't say, "You just preach the elementary things; don't
worry about the advanced things." He said, "You teach them everything."
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Now that's our responsibility, isn't it? If you come to 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel, what are
we going to tell you? We could pat you on the head and say, "There, there, everything's going
to be fine. You just do this and make it all really, really simple." And then after a few years,
we could have a special class for the advanced Christian and tell him some more things
about God. But by the grace of God, we don't want to do that. We want to tell you everything!
We've got to tell you everything about heaven; we've got to tell you everything about hell.
We've got to tell you about the great blessings that you get when you trust the Lord Jesus as
your Savior, and we've also got to tell you about some hard days. The Bible uses words we

don't like: tribulation, persecution, difficulties, and trials. Don't get discouraged if you hear a
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sermon that you don't like. Remember, as you read the teachings of the Lord Jesus, He
taught all the truth of God, and that's the reason that we love Him.
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So I sometimes say to people at 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel: we want to come through the
front door; we want to tell you all the truth. The devil doesn't like to come through the front
door and tell you all the truth, so he often sneaks in the back door or crawls in a window. In a
way, I call the devil the inventor of the "buy now, pay later" program. The devil tells part of
the story: he says, "This is what you get if you buy now"; he doesn't tell you about paying
later. But the message of the Lord is: believe now, and later when you get to heaven, it's
going to be so marvelous you won't be able to believe it! But in the meantime, it could be
difficult, because your responsibility will be to obey God and to say no to sin. And sometimes
that's hard.
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So verse 21 again. It says:

[Acts 5:21 NKJV]

21 And when they heard that, they entered the temple early in the morning and
taught. But the high priest and those with him came and called the council
together, with all the elders of the children of Israel, and sent to the prison to have

them brought.
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So early in the morning, two things happen: the group of prisoners goes to the temple to
preach, and the judges and the accusers get together for a conference. And then they send

the officers to bring the prisoners. Verse 22:

[Acts 5:22-23 NK]JV]

22 But when the officers came and did not find them in the prison, they returned
and reported, 23 saying, "Indeed we found the prison shut securely, and the guards
standing outside before the doors; but when we opened them, we found no one

inside!"
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It must have been very disappointing, but very scary: what happened to these men? Verse
24:

[Acts 5:24 NK]JV]
24 Now when the high priest, the captain of the temple, and the chief priests heard

these things, they wondered what the outcome would be.

They said, "Something has happened! What's it going to turn out like?" Verse 25:

[Acts 5:25 NK]JV]
25 So one came and told them, saying, "Look, the men whom you put in prison are

standing in the temple and teaching the people!"
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I think that's absolutely wonderful! What would you have done if you were one of those
priests, one of those who had called for them from the prison? What would you have done at
that point? You would have said, "There's only one way these people got out of prison: that
was God! There's only one way they were bold enough to keep preaching: that's the Lord! I

am not going to fight this thing anymore; I am going over to God's side."
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The problem with all these meetings is that you get to the middle of the story, and the time is
gone. It's our responsibility to stick to the schedule, and that's what we will do tonight. We
apologize, but that's as far as we can get tonight. Next week, Lord willing, we'll get to verse
26. God was working then! What does that teach us? Number one, it teaches us that the
foundation is solid. Number two, it teaches us that if we follow the Lord, He will do the same

for us: He'll bless us too when we obey and preach His word.
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Closing Prayer

All right, let's have a word of prayer and then we'll go.
T, LR RS, ARLRS.

Lord, we thank You for these stories; they're absolutely amazing. And we're thankful that
Your church is to be a church without the lying and cheating that Ananias and Sapphira
attempted to bring. We believe, Lord, that Your church could be and will be with us a church
of power as we walk humbly with our God, as these apostles did. So Lord, as Barnabas was
an encouragement to all those around, so we pray that we will be an encouragement, and

that we will be encouraged by these great men of God in the book of Acts.
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Thank You, Lord, for bringing us all together tonight. We commit the next week to You and
pray that we will be faithful witnesses, as these apostles were. May we not be discouraged or
silenced by the persecution and the tribulations that we fall into. Lord, bring us back next
week, we pray, and keep us in Your love and fear this week. And we ask it all now in the

name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Very good! Thank you! May the Lord bless you!
KEFT ! WHHRR! BEGEIRI]!

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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