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In this session, we are going to continue on, but we are going to talk a little bit in this

section about the judgment of God.
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I would not be a faithful preacher unless I told you the truth: that one day we all stand
before God and give an account. We seem to live in a world today where nobody cares;
maybe they are not even afraid of God anymore.
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The Reality of the Day of Judgment

I would like for us to go back to the Matthew 12 reference, and I want to pick up on the
thought in verse 36:
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[Matthew 12:36 NK]JV]
But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it
in the day of judgment.
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This day of judgment is a theme right through the whole Bible. And I believe that throughout

history, in some ways, men and women forget that there is a judgment day coming.
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So I would like to think about this: there are two judgments that we should consider. One

judgment is for all of the people who have ever lived. Starting with Adam and going right



until the last person on earth, these people will be judged if they never accepted Christ as
their Savior.
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The Great White Throne

I want to read about this judgment in Revelation chapter 20. Just for your thinking, what I
am about to read will be the last thing that is going to happen before eternity. Before we
leave everything else and we are in eternity, this will be the last event in time. There seems
to be a time after the 1,000-year reign of Christ that there is going to be a final judgment
after all. We can read about this final judgment beginning in verse 10 of Revelation chapter
20:
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[Revelation 20:10-15 NK]JV]
10 The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where
the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night

forever and ever.

1 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the
earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. > And I
saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And
another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged
according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. '3 The sea
gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who
were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. * Then
Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. '> And

anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.
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The first thing I want to say is that if you have accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as your own
personal Savior, you will not be at this judgment. This judgment is not for followers of Jesus
Christ; it is for those who have rejected Him. There is going to be a judgment for Christians,
for believers, but that judgment is not going to be about their sin, because Jesus has already

taken away their sin. We will talk about that perhaps in the next session.
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This particular judgment, called the Great White Throne Judgment, is for the unbeliever. In
verse 11, the Judge sits on this great white throne, and the Judge who sits on this great
white throne will be Jesus Christ Himself! There is no better Judge to sit on this throne and

judge than Jesus Christ Himself.
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The Dead Standing Before God

In verse 12, we are told who He is going to judge. They are called "the dead, small and
great." Let me remind you that "the dead" is a reference to those who have no life; they are
dead in trespasses and sins.
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Just remember: all of these people are not necessarily evil, bad people. Some of them will
probably be very bad, evil people, but not all of them are. But they all have one thing in
common: none of them know the Lord Jesus as their Savior! And so they will stand before
God.
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And then it says the books will be opened, and then it says another book will be opened, and
that book is called the Book of Life. There is a reference to people's names being written in
the Book of Life. The way that you get your name in the Book of Life is to accept Christ as
your Savior.
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It would seem at this judgment, the Book of Life will be opened to see if your name is in the
book. Look at verse 15: anyone not found written in the Book of Life. All of these people,
whether they are good people or bad people, none of them have their names written in the
Book of Life. The Book of Life is going to be searched that day, and your name is going to be
searched in the Book of Life. If your name is not in the Book of Life, then you are cast into
the eternal lake of fire.
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Salvation by Grace, Judgment by Works

I want to go back to verse 12 for a minute. In the last part of that verse, it says: "And the
dead were judged according to their works." Now let us remember that salvation is not by

works, but judgment is by works.
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The Bible tells us:
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[Titus 3:5 NKJV]
not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He

saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,
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[Ephesians 2:8-9 NKJV]
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is

the gift of God, ° not of works, lest anyone should boast.
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So let us remember that we are not saved by works, but we are judged by works. For the
believer, for the follower of Jesus Christ, it does matter what you do for the Lord. Salvation is
through Christ alone, but we have the privilege of serving the Lord while we are on earth,
and I will talk more about that this afternoon. But this judgment that we are reading about is

judgment for those who have rejected the Lord.
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Wherever you read of the word "death" in Scripture, it always refers to separation. The
unbeliever is going to be separated from God for all eternity in the lake of fire. This is a great
tragedy that anyone should be cast into the lake of fire. Remember the motive that God had
when He sent His Son was love, not judgment. Remember even the Lord Jesus said He did

not come to judge the world, but to redeem the world, to save the world.
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But God is a righteous God; He is a holy God, and He must judge sin. It is your sin that
separates you from God. And it would appear that these books in verse 12 that are opened, it
would appear that there must be records of your life. There are things written in the books
"according to their works," we read. At this Great White Throne Judgment, it would appear
that these are all going to be brought forth and reviewed.
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One of the blessings of being a Christian is not only to be saved, but also to be rewarded for

your work that you did for the Savior. In a similar way, all who reject the Savior will be cast



into the lake of fire, but they are also going to be judged according to the evil works that
they have done. The end of verse 12 says they are judged "according to their works." They
are all going to be cast into the lake of fire, but there seems to be a greater judgment

according to the evil things that you have done.
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The Only Way of Escape

And so my message to any that might be listening today to this, or may see it later in some
way: you must understand that the only escape from the Great White Throne Judgment is to
accept Jesus Christ as your Savior. You need Him, and you need Him now, because when you
die, it is too late—then the judgment!
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The gospel is that Christ died for your sins, for our sins, that He was buried, and that He
rose again the third day. If you accept Him as your Savior, you will not be judged for your
sins, because Jesus took your sins and paid the penalty for them. I encourage you: if you
have not trusted the Lord, do it now. Do not put it off.
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Closing Prayer

Let us close in prayer:
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Father, thank You that for all who have trusted You, there will be no Great White Throne
Judgment. Father, thank You that for all who have trusted You, there will be no lake of fire.
Father, for all who have trusted You, there will be no eternal punishment. We thank You that
Jesus paid all of our debt, and to Him we owe everything that we have. Thank You that Jesus
still changes lives, and I pray He might change somebody's life today. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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