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God Knows Everything About Us

Just for a reference, let's go back to Psalm 139 and go from there. We want to pick up where
we left off, and we left off in Psalm 139 by talking about God knowing everything about us.

Maybe we will just read again the first six verses.

BASRICZZERRFRI39R, MIBEIHEYS ., BATEMN EOUE TR RN &, ERR139RES, K
IMREANE R THATR T, BRI AT N TSR — 1,

[Psalm 139:1-6 NKJV]

1’0 LORD, You have searched me and known me.
2 You know my sitting down and my rising up;
You understand my thought afar off.

3 You comprehend my path and my lying down,
And are acquainted with all my ways.

4 For there is not a word on my tongue,

But behold, O LORD, You know it altogether.
® You have hedged me behind and before,

And laid Your hand upon me.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;

It is high, I cannot attain it.

I just remind you that in these verses God knows everything about us. He knows every
thought before you think it. He knows every word even before you say it, and every deed

before you do it. But just remember, He still loves you even though He knows it.
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Justified or Condemned by Our Words

Let's take our Bibles and go back to Matthew chapter 12 once more. We were thinking about
our thoughts and our words, and how that we will be judged accordingly. In our last session,
we looked at two judgments. We looked at the judgment for those who do not know or those
who have rejected the Savior. But there also will be a judgment for those who do know the

Savior.
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[Matthew 12:36-37 NKJV] - 36 But I say to you that for every idle word men may
speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. 37 For by your words you

will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned."

What is very interesting to me in Matthew's passage is that according to our words, we will
either be justified or we will be condemned. We should be very careful how we express

ourselves in words. When James wrote his epistle in the New Testament, he said:
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[James 1:19 NK]JV] - So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear,
slow to speak, slow to wrath;

We know that we have two ears and one tongue; we should then listen twice as much as we
talk. How would you like to read the book that you have written today with your words? In
other words, when you get up in the morning and you start talking to your wife, your
children, anybody—what if all of that was recorded, and at night you had to read it again? I

think if we had to read that every day, we would probably be more careful how we speak.



These verses tell us that we are either going to be justified or we are going to be condemned

by our words.
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Could you give me an example of how your words could justify you? For example, teaching
others to do good, speaking of the doctrine of the Lord Jesus or sharing from the Bible—

those are very good examples.
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Could you give me an example of how we could be condemned by our words? For example,
when we get angry, speaking bad words to others and mocking them. That is a great
example. And so, of course, we conclude that we should be very careful how we speak and
the kind of words that we use.
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Would you possibly know what the word justified means? You are right that we need to be
consistent in our lives. The word justified in the Bible has a very special meaning. It means
to be made right or righteous. We know that we can be made right or righteous when we
accept Christ as our Savior. Any time that a believer in Jesus Christ says something or acts in
a proper way, God says, "You are right, or you are righteous, when you do that." The verse
says that we will be justified by the words that we use; if we use good words, God will say,

"You are right; you are righteous by using good words."
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Our words can also condemn us. What does it mean to be condemned? If someone is in a
court and they are condemned, what does that mean? The word condemned means you are
found guilty. The judge has found you guilty, and he pronounces a sentence upon you; you

are condemned because you are guilty. In Christ Jesus, we are not condemned; in Christ



Jesus, we are not found guilty. Don't you find it very interesting that our words—the things
that we say—can either declare us righteous or condemn us?
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The Living and the Dead

We are talking about judgment, so let's turn to Second Timothy chapter 4 in the New

Testament. Verse number 1:
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[2 Timothy 4:1 NKJV] - I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus
Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom:

Thinking about judgment, we understand from this verse that before God and the Lord Jesus
Christ, He will judge the living and the dead. Do you have any suggestion who the living and
the dead are? Some might suggest the living represents our spirit and the dead represents
our flesh. Another thought is that the dead refers to people who died before Christ came into

the world, and the living refers to those alive after His coming.
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The living could also refer to Christians, and the dead could refer to those who have not

been saved. In Ephesians chapter 2 verse 1, we find a helpful cross-reference:
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[Ephesians 2:1 NKJV] - And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and

sins,



Those are our two words: the Lord Jesus is going to judge the living and the dead, and in this
verse He says He has made you alive, whereas you were dead in trespasses and sins. That

was your state before Christ, but He has made you alive; you are now in Christ.
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Let us turn to First Thessalonians chapter 4, beginning in verse 13 down to the end of the
chapter. While we are reading, I want us to think about who are the living and who are the
dead.
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[1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 NKJV]
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen
asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. '* For if we believe that Jesus

died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain
until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. '¢ For
the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 7
Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. '8

Therefore comfort one another with these words.

It seems to be clear that in this context, when Jesus comes, He is going to come for both
those who have died physically and those who are alive when He comes. He comes for both
the living and the dead. When Jesus comes back for His own, we call this the snatching away
or the Rapture. When He comes back, He gathers His own, both the living and the dead, and

He takes them back to heaven.
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Remember that the word sleep can mean more than having a nap or sleeping through the
night. Sleep can also represent physical death, where the body sleeps while the soul and



spirit are with the Lord. The word sleep was used at least three times in the passage we
read, referring to those Christians who have already died physically. Their bodies are buried,

or in some cases cremated, but they sleep in Christ.
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At the end of verse 16, it says, "And the dead in Christ will rise first." Imagine in your mind
that you are standing in a cemetery. In our illustration, imagine Jesus comes at that very
moment while you are standing there. If you are a believer standing in the cemetery, guess
what you see first? Any grave in that cemetery holding the body of a Christian who has died

—they go first! They meet Jesus in the air before those of us who are still alive.
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Then in verse 17: "Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air." In other words, those who are still on earth when
Jesus comes will be caught up together with them. I have conducted many graveside funeral
services in my lifetime. Often, standing in a cemetery, I look around at all of the graves and
think: one day, wherever a Christian is buried, there is going to be a shout, those graves are

going to open, and the bodies of the Christians are coming out. It is an amazing truth!
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When we read that the Lord Jesus will judge the living and the dead, it legitimately has
several meanings. If we look at it in a physical way, the Lord Jesus is going to judge those
who are physically alive and those who have already died. But there is also a spiritual
meaning: those who are spiritually alive and those who are spiritually dead. The great truth
we must learn is that the Judge is going to judge everyone. The Bible says we shall all give

an account.
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Building on the Foundation of Christ

We have looked at the judgment of the unbeliever; let's go to First Corinthians chapter 3 and
look at the judgment of the believer, reading verses 8 through 15:
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[1 Corinthians 3:8-15 NKJV] - 8 Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and
each one will receive his own reward according to his own labor. ° For we are
God's fellow workers; you are God's field, you are God's building. !° According to
the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the
foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on
it. ' For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus
Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones,
wood, hay, straw, '3 each one's work will become clear; for the Day will declare it,
because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what
sort it is. ' If anyone's work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a
reward. '° If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be

saved, yet so as through fire.

The context here is talking about how we live our life as a Christian—not how to become a
Christian, but because we are Christians, how we ought to live. In verse 9 we read, "You are
God's building." Today we are having a Bible study in a building called 16th Avenue Gospel
Chapel. Builders constructed this structure: first they dug into the ground and poured a solid
foundation, and then with building materials—stone, wood, and concrete—they raised the

building.
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Paul says to the Corinthians: you are like a building. You have a foundation in your life, and
that foundation is Jesus Christ. You have the privilege of building on that foundation, and you
are the person in charge of your building. In verse 12, Paul notes that you have different

building materials you can use. Some are permanent, and some are very temporary.
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In 1982, my wife and I were living in a home, and the house burned down; we lost our house
to fire. About a year later, I started building a new house. I used good building materials—
good concrete, good bricks, the finest wood, the best that I could afford. The reason I did the
best that I could was because I wanted the house to last. About a month ago, I drove by that
house that I built in 1983; it is still standing, and it still looks very good. If I had built it out

of cheap, temporary materials, it would not be standing today.
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Jesus told a story about a wise man who built his house on the rock and a foolish man who
built his house on the sand. Sand is not a good foundation; the rock is solid. When the storm
came and beat against both houses, the wise man's house stood firm because it was on the
rock. But the foolish man's house collapsed because it had no solid foundation. Verse 11 tells

us that the foundation is Jesus Christ Himself.
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Think about your spiritual life. You have trusted Christ as your Savior, and He is your
foundation. But God says: "I want you to build your life on Jesus Christ, who is your
foundation, because your life is going to represent the Lord Jesus! I want you to have a solid
life, and I want you to be very careful how you build on the foundation of Jesus Christ. Do not
use cheap or temporary materials, because one day I am going to test the life you built, and I

want it to stand firm."
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In verse 12, the possible building materials are listed: gold, silver, precious stones, wood,

hay, and straw. Verse 13 tells us that the test will be by fire. If gold, silver, or precious stones



are tested by fire, they will endure; in fact, they only become more refined and pure when
tested by fire. But what happens to wood, hay, or straw? They do not become stronger; they
disappear into ashes. We are encouraged to build our lives with things that stand the test of
fire. The things that are permanent and purified are the principles God gives us in Scripture.

When we obey them, we are building with permanent supplies.
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Verse 14 says, "If anyone's work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward."
If we live a life pleasing to the Lord, He will give us a reward. What is that reward? When we
are saved, we receive eternal life and forgiveness of sins as a free gift of grace; that is not a
reward earned by labor. The reward in First Corinthians 3 is given to the Christian who has
been obedient and faithfully served the Lord. It means greater intimacy with Christ and

sharing in His joy.
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What is the best thing Jesus could ever say to us? It is what the Father said to His own
beloved Son: "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." Rewards are not eternal
life; we already possess that in Christ. Rewards are something distinct that the Lord gives to
those who faithfully serve Him. The Christian will either receive a reward or, as verse 15

states, "suffer loss"—yet he himself will be saved, so as through fire.
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What does it mean that a Christian suffers loss? It means forfeiting the rewards, crowns, and
eternal commendations we could have gained had we lived wholeheartedly for Christ. We
will be in heaven, but we will have suffered the loss of opportunities and blessings that could

have been ours.
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The Judgment Seat of Christ vs. The Great White Throne

Let's look at Romans chapter 14 verses 10 through 12:
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[Romans 14:10-12 NKJV] - 1 But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you
show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of
Christ. !! For it is written: "As I live, says the LORD, Every knee shall bow to Me,
And every tongue shall confess to God." '? So then each of us shall give account of
himself to God.

It is very clear that the Judge of all the earth shall judge all the people of the earth. In the
context of Romans 14, the apostle is writing directly to Christians: "We shall all stand before
the judgment seat of Christ." The judgment seat of Christ (Bema) is for the believer; the

Great White Throne judgment described in Revelation chapter 20 is for the unbeliever.
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The judgment for the unbeliever at the Great White Throne is for them to be condemned in

the lake of fire. The judgment for the believer at the judgment seat of Christ is to evaluate

their works and receive rewards.
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Let's look at Second Corinthians chapter 5 verse 10:
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[2 Corinthians 5:10 NKJV] - For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what

he has done, whether good or bad.
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Notice the phrase: the judgment seat of Christ. Whenever you read that, remember that this
is for the believer. Notice the emphasis: "We must all appear." Everybody in this room, and
everyone online, is going to meet the Lord. No matter if you are a seeker, a believer, a
skeptic, or an atheist, it does not matter—everybody is going to meet the Lord.
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For the unbeliever, when he meets the Lord at the Great White Throne, he will be judged
according to his deeds and condemned to the lake of fire. But when the believer meets the
Lord, the first thing He will say is, "Welcome home, My child; enter into heaven." And then,
each son and daughter will appear before the judgment seat to give an account of what was

done in the body for Him.
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Why is the believer not judged for his sins? Because when we accepted Jesus Christ as our
personal Savior, He paid the complete penalty for all our sins on the cross! How many sins
did Jesus forgive when you were saved? Past, present, and future—every single sin was
washed away by His blood. Does that mean we are perfect in ourselves right now? No, we

know we are not perfect; but thank God, in Christ Jesus we are completely forgiven!
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Gavin, would you please close our time in prayer?
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"Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for giving us this opportunity to listen to Your Word, to
study Your truth, and to learn what You desire of us. Thank You for this time to gather
together with our brothers and sisters to grow in faith. We commit ourselves into Your

hands. In the precious name of our Lord Jesus Christ, Amen."
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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