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So let us read them. I'll read one parable, and then let Jonathan translate the parable, and
then I'll do the second, and then the third. Mark chapter 4, verse 21.
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[Mark 4:21-32 NKJV] - 2! Also He said to them, "Is a lamp brought to be put under
a basket or under a bed? Is it not to be set on a lampstand? ?? For there is nothing
hidden which will not be revealed, nor has anything been kept secret but that it
should come to light. 23 If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear." > Then He said to
them, "Take heed what you hear. With the same measure you use, it will be
measured to you; and to you who hear, more will be given. 2> For whoever has, to
him more will be given; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken

away from him."

26 And He said, "The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the
ground, %7 and should sleep by night and rise by day, and the seed should sprout
and grow, he himself does not know how. 28 For the earth yields crops by itself: first
the blade, then the head, after that the full grain in the head. ?° But when the grain

ripens, immediately he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come."

30 Then He said, "To what shall we liken the kingdom of God? Or with what parable
shall we picture it? 3! It is like a mustard seed which, when it is sown on the
ground, is smaller than all the seeds on earth; 32 but when it is sown, it grows up
and becomes greater than all herbs, and shoots out large branches, so that the

birds of the air may nest under its shade."
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Very good now. Tonight we are going to listen to the voice of the Master Teacher. Now, your
servant, myself, will try to help guide us through this portion of Scripture. But it is the

Master Teacher and His words, not mine.
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The Purpose of Parables

Now, the Lord Jesus often taught in parables. And the reason He taught in parables was
because the nation had already rejected Him as being King. And now the kingdom of God
that He offered was going to be in a secret, spiritual form. And as they rejected Him as King,
He now goes to the cross, where He will die for the sins of the entire world. And so, the Lord

speaks in parables.
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If you turn back to Matthew chapter 13 and verse 10:
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[Matthew 13:10-11 NKJV] - '° And the disciples came and said to Him, "Why do You

speak to them in parables?" ! He answered and said to them, "Because it has been



given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has

not been given.
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The mysteries of God's kingdom now—because He has been rejected as King and now it is in

a secret form—it is a mystery to those that rejected Him. In verse 13, He goes on and says:
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[Matthew 13:13 NKJV] - Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing

they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.
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The people gathered around because He did miracles. He healed them. He fed them with
bread from heaven. But they didn't believe in Him, that He came from heaven. They loved

the loaves and the fishes, but they did not want the One who gave it to them.
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And so, His teaching—now He taught His disciples, and He would explain the parables to His
disciples. But to those who didn't believe, it was a mystery to them; they didn't understand.
They saw, but they didn't really see. They saw the miracles, but they couldn't see that He
was God. They heard His teaching, but it never reached their heart. He taught His disciples
in parables and explained those parables to His disciples. And so tonight we'd like to look at
three of these little parables, very short, and there is different teaching in each one.
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The Parable of the Lamp on a Lampstand

The first one we read in verse 21: it is a lamp that is lit, a very simple picture. When it
becomes nighttime, in those days you lighted a lamp. And what you usually do is you set the
light on a lampstand or out in the open so that the light spreads around the room. So you
don't put it under a basket; that would stop the light from coming out. Nor does He say do
you put it under a bed, but you put it on the lampstand so there is lots of light shining
around.
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Now, what does that light stand for?
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[John 8:12 NKJV] - Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the
world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life."
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When you have light, you can see clearly. If there is no light, it is all darkness; you can't
understand your surroundings. That light speaks of God's revelation to us. And when we
read the Word of God, the Holy Spirit reveals the truth to us; we get light on the Word.
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Now, there are things that can hinder that light in our lives. That is, the meaning of God's
Word can be hidden from us because we put it under a basket or under the bed. So Jesus
used these two pictures to illustrate some truth about those things that can hinder that light

in our life.
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Now, the first thing is a basket. As we said, you put a basket over a lamp and the light can't
shine out. What does a basket represent then for us? The basket that He is talking about is a



special basket: it is a bushel basket. In English, a bushel is a dry measure of agricultural
products. A bushel basket would be about as big as you can put your arms around and about
this deep. It is about as much as you can comfortably carry. We use it today; it is a dry
measure, about thirty-five liters in volume. You could have a bushel of apples, a bushel of

wheat, or a bushel of tomatoes. So it is a commercial term.
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And what does that speak of to us? It speaks to us of our lives, our business life, maybe our
school life—those things that we require for us to live. But our jobs, our occupations, our
businesses, they can crowd out the Word of God in our lives. We can become so busy in life
that we have no time for the Word of God, nor for God speaking to us. If we can't hear God's
voice speak to us from His Word, how then can we speak back to God? Our prayers become
weak. And so, if we allow things to crowd out the light of the Word of God, God speaking to

us, then we don't get light in the room; we don't see things around us in the world clearly.
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And also, He says you don't put a lamp under the bed. All you'll find there is a lot of dust!
Now, what does the bed speak of? That's the place of rest. And it speaks, perhaps, that we
become lazy. It becomes the place where we just lie down for our own pleasure. So we
become occupied with our own pleasures and our own rest, and we neglect the Word of God.
And so, if we do that, and we seek a life of ease or pleasure, or any kind of selfish desires,
and we neglect God's Word, then not only do we not get God's Word in our hearts, but our
testimony to others is hindered as well. We can't then freely witness to others of the light of
the gospel.
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So that is the first parable about light. We want to let the light of the gospel of Jesus Christ

shine out from our lives.
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Second Corinthians chapter 4, verse 3:
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[2 Corinthians 4:3-4 NK]JV] - 3 But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those
who are perishing, * whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not
believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God,

should shine on them.
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Now here Paul is talking about those unbelievers who have never let the light come into their
hearts. You could come into a darkened room and you could light a light, but a blind man still
can't see any light. And it's the Devil who blinds people's minds to the light of the gospel of
Jesus Christ—blinds them to the fact that the Son of God has come down from heaven and
died upon the cross, and was raised from the dead the third day, and now is living at God's

right hand in the glory.
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And now look at verse 6:
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[2 Corinthians 4:6 NK]JV] - For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of
darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the

glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
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And just as in the very beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth
was without form and void, and darkness was on the face of the deep. He uses that picture of
how the Holy Spirit comes into the person's heart and reveals the glory of God in Jesus
Christ. As God created light into the world, so He has created the light into the hearts of all
those who receive the Lord Jesus.
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And so, there is the admonition, the encouragement: to let your light shine. If you have
trusted Christ as your Savior tonight, God has put a light into your life, and the world needs
to see that light in your life. That light, Paul says, is the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ. And John writes later on that we should walk in that light.
The world needs to see that light, and we are the testimony; we are God's witness to the
light. So we don't want to let business, day-to-day affairs, or our ease and pleasure—we don't

want to let those hinder the work of God in our lives.
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The Parable of the Growing Seed

That's the first parable; let's look at the second: verse 26.
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And He said, "The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground.” That's a
simple thing; we've all done that. We have all had a garden, planted flowers perhaps, maybe
even vegetables. Now we know from the previous parable of the sower and the seed that the
one who sows the seed is God the Father, and the seed is the good Word of God.
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So He scatters seed on the ground. Once the seed is in the ground, the work, as far as the
farmer is concerned, is over for a time. In verse 27: after he sows the seed, he sleeps by

night and rises by day, and the seed should sprout and grow; he himself does not know how.
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Now, how is that seed sown? We do the work of the Father: we sow the seed, we spread the
Word of God to others. When you witness to your friends, your family, or your children, what
you're doing is you're sowing the seed of the Word of God into their lives. That's all we can
do. You can't save your brother or sister or son or daughter; we sow the seed, and God then

begins to work.
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First of all, the seed is a living seed. Every seed has a little bit of life in that seed; we call it
the germ. And when you get the right conditions, then it sprouts and it roots itself. Now, just
how that happens, we don't know. God Himself has put life into that seed, and it's God that
makes it grow. The farmer doesn't know how this happens; it's not the farmer's responsibility

to make the seed grow.
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In the parable of the sower and the seed, the way the seed grows depends on the soil that it
falls into. And same when we sow the Word of God, when we witness to others: that Word
goes into the life of that person. That person may have a hard heart, just like the seed on the
wayside, on the pathway—it's too hard; the birds of the air come and take it away. And so
when we sow seed and somebody's heart is hard, then Satan will come and take that seed

away.
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Then other seed would fall on rocky ground. If you go back to verse 16, the Lord explains
this:
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[Mark 4:16-17 NKJV] - 16 These likewise are the ones sown on stony ground who,
when they hear the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 7 and they have no
root in themselves, and so endure only for a time. Afterward, when tribulation or

persecution arises for the word's sake, immediately they stumble.
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This is a picture of people who take the Word of God in; they hear it and say, "Oh, that's
exciting! That's just what I need!" But they have no depth. It isn't any depth; it's just an
emotional reaction to the gospel. It's like a seed that grows where there's only a little bit of
soil over a rock. When the sun comes out, that little sprout has no depth of earth to go into,
and it dies. Those are people who hear the Word of God and they quickly react to it, but
there's no real conviction, there's no real repentance. They may profess to be a Christian and
continue for a little while until persecution comes or trouble, and then they fall away. The

Word of God has not penetrated their hearts.
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Then there's a third group in verse 18:
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[Mark 4:18-19 NKJV] - '® Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the
ones who hear the word, !° and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches,
and the desires for other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes

unfruitful.
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These are the ones who have so many troubles, so many things happening in their lives. They
hear the Word of God and they receive it for a time. But then all these other things—their



pleasures, their business, their family pressures, or maybe they get persecuted for their
Christianity—all these troubles come in, and the Word does not bear any fruit.
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Then in verse 20:
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[Mark 4:20 NK]JV] - But these are the ones sown on good ground, those who hear
the word, accept it, and bear fruit: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a
hundred."
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That is ground that has depth, that's been prepared so that the root can take a hold deep
down into the soil. And that is likened to those who hear the Word of God, they accept it, and
they bear fruit for God—some thirtyfold, some sixtyfold, and some a hundredfold.
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Now we go back to our parable of the growing seed again for a moment. And we read there
in verse 28: "For the earth yields crops by itself: first the blade, then the head, after that the
full grain in the head." The farmer doesn't know how that happens; it's a mystery to him, but
every year he plants his seed. And so there's a mystery about the new birth. Those of us who
have trusted Christ and allowed the Word of God to penetrate deeply into our hearts begin to

grow.
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One night a man came to Jesus and said to Him, "We know that You are a teacher come from
God, because no one can do these miracles except God be with him." Now, this man was
Nicodemus. He was a ruler of the Jews, and he was one of the top teachers in the whole of

Israel. And that night when he came to Jesus, Jesus told him, "Nicodemus, you can't see the

kingdom of God; you're blind. You're blind because you cannot see the kingdom of God. But,"
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He said, "Nicodemus, you need to be born again—born again by the Spirit of God, by the
Word of God." And that night Nicodemus believed Jesus and he was born again by the Spirit
of God, and the Word began to take root.
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Here is another promise you've often heard, but I want you to pay attention to it completely.
God's Word comes into our hearts and returns to Him. It returns to Him in the form of fruit
in our lives. God's Word will not return to Him void! I'm going to look up that verse because I

think it's important for us to turn there: Isaiah chapter 55, verse 11.
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[Isaiah 55:11 NKJV] - So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall
not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper in

the thing for which I sent it.
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So His Word is like a seed; that's what this parable is about. It's planted in our hearts, and it
brings forth fruit to God. It will not return to Him void; it's going to bring fruit! But it
depends on the soil again, because sometimes it brings forth thirtyfold, some sixtyfold, and

some a hundredfold.
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When I lived on a farm, we had an alfalfa field. Alfalfa is cattle feed, like hay. And there was
one corner of the field where the alfalfa only grew this high; in another place it grew this
high. And the reason was, in that corner of the field, the soil was not very good. And so we

want to have good soil, that we allow that Word to penetrate into our lives.
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Now, another lesson from this parable: when a seed first sprouts, it just comes out of the
ground, a tiny little sprout. Later it grows a little more, and then later it grows even more;
then it grows to full maturity, and then it's harvested. So when we first become Christians,
we are just young Christians; we are just bringing a little bit of fruit for the Lord. We don't
suddenly become mature Christians all in one day. So be patient with yourself, just like the
farmer is patient. He waits; he knows that it's going to grow. Just be patient; God is working

in your heart.
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If God is patient with us, we ought to be patient with others as well. Not everybody is a
mature Christian, and so we should be gentle and forgiving of others; they are growing, too.

And so that's some of the lessons that we can get from that second parable.
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The Parable of the Mustard Seed

Let's look at our third one. We won't spend much time on this one. In verse 30: "Then He
said, '"To what shall we liken the kingdom of God? Or with what parable shall we picture it?""

What is the kingdom of God like? If it's secret and a mystery, how can we compare it?

BAPRBEE =10, BATASAEX DL EAERZ N R, SB="1Tl: “Xi:  #hagE, IRAOTAIAA
I EEERNE? Al AT 2 eI BANE? © 7 MRIEBR A0 R E R EAATELRE, FRATZAN AT EeisRtZ
We?

What He's going to do now is He's going to explain what the kingdom looks like in its
outward form. The kingdom now is in a mystery form, but if the kingdom is in our hearts, we
have crowned Him Lord of our lives. What He's going to do now is He's going to show us
what the kingdom of God is like in its appearance to the world, in its outward form. You can't

see the kingdom of God in my heart, nor can I see the kingdom of God in your heart, except
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in the way that we live it out. And so what kind of picture now is in the world of the kingdom
of God as it's lived out in the world?

HRGRIMAE ZE R A R R ESMERIRESL. RE HATE B AE R, EMRREARNOE, HNMEE
HRER N BATA A A T, ABIAEZAIRATEAIMEEINE b £ NERTHIIME SR ERER, RE AL
HAHE, REFEANIROERME, FRAEEEHRANTEHAEmRMER, A2, HHELE LS R,
‘EAE AR S I H B R A e ?

He says it is like the mustard seed. It's the smallest seed of any herb in your garden—a tiny
little seed. That's like the Word of God: very tiny, but it begins to grow. Now, on the Day of
Pentecost, there were just a hundred and twenty people, and that was the beginning of the
church growing. Its outward form was very small. But more and more people were gathered
to the church—there were thousands in Jerusalem. Then the apostles went out everywhere
and spread it out over the whole world, and the church grew. And just like this mustard seed
from a very small little beginning, it grew to be like a huge tree, so that even the birds of the
air could nest under its shade.

BRI, R REE A A A/ MR — AR U NR -, X EAATIEIE R
N, AU, ERATIRR, RA—H TN, IBRAZIMKIER. EIMERIERIEERN, HEZ
BREZ () R ENB R —HBES IS 1T LT HIERE, REEFEENTERSLE, EEEREeiR, A
HE KK, XTSRS N0, s — BRSO, B2 R ERY REHERT DAE B i 5 5
Bo

Now, the birds of the air in the parable of the sower were Satan's servants that came and
took the Word of God away. Now they're making their nest in the kingdom of God! What
we're looking at now worldwide is perhaps two billion so-called Christians, or professed
Christianity, around the world. What began as just a little tiny beginning in an upper room in
Jerusalem has become a great commercial and political system that spans the world. But
they're not all real, true Christians. That's just the outward form of what Christianity is
today.

FERTIERARTRT ELIa AR, R ERY RSB IEE RER, SRIOMESIEFE, MIXER S, TR E IR
FfER ! BATREE R FRERIN, RAHE - THCEREREEERN N EAITERRE S/ ME RN
THa, N B RS EBEREIIERENL SBUGHAR. EMMTF 2R ELEEE, XY SEEE
MIMERIE .

Now, Satan tried to destroy the early Christians. He attacked them for the first three
hundred years after Jesus. They were persecuted: they were burned at the stake, they were
fed to lions. But Christianity grew immensely. He tried to kill the church, but when he found

that he couldn't destroy the church, then he decided that he would make a counterfeit
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church. And slowly he began then to work among the believers, and Christianity then took on
many forms of paganism, and the true and the false were all mingled together. And that's the

outward form of Christianity today.

i ELE ) B K IR B E, £ THRIRZ SRRk =05, MRS ERREERERAI N, BAT152 1S AR
& WIREAE LS, B RN, PAMAEEME AT E izt iR, B EBKH =, H41t
RILHECHEBA THZMN, MREHIE MBS Mo e eGP ST, EREEMERT
W2 RANWIEN, DETERRERE 7k, XSS EZEVMERE R,

But in the midst of all this great mustard tree with Satan in the branches, still around the
world, meeting in smaller groups—sometimes persecuted in many countries—there are little
groups of real, born-again Christians that meet together simply around the Lord. They have

this kingdom of God in their hearts, and are truly born again and bringing forth fruit to God.

SR, AR I B BCRHI BT =i rh, (eSS, R RUNFAER 2 — R 2 E R
BEEHZEE—ABIEREARGVEERE, PpaaifbimpEERE, OB arE, 2HEIEHEAR,
I HIEE A IR,

Take Heed What You Hear

In verse 33, as I conclude:

FEH=T=T, TEDEL:

[Mark 4:33-34 NK]JV] - 33 And with many such parables He spoke the word to them
as they were able to hear it. 3* But without a parable He did not speak to them.

And when they were alone, He explained all things to His disciples.

F=F=, ERERRVFIXFERIEEm, RRMTIRTRENTR MATTHRE,; 5 Eeig, AT, A AR
e, AT —DIRE AT 10ENT,

And not just to the twelve disciples: He, the Great Teacher, is still teaching today. There is a
true church, and that is made up of all true believers around the world, and they're bringing

forth real fruit to the Father for the glory of Jesus.

AERR I, RAAHERE IS RIRARER ST, EFEE - PNEXNER, ERiEm e
HIRTH B ISR, TSy ERRERA R A S HHEs HH B SCH R

Now I want you to go back to verse 24; I didn't comment on this verse at the time:
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PUEBAEEA RIS P05, AR A 4 EFe

[Mark 4:24-25 NKJV] - 24 Then He said to them, "Take heed what you hear. With the
same measure you use, it will be measured to you; and to you who hear, more will
be given. ?° For whoever has, to him more will be given; but whoever does not

have, even what he has will be taken away from him."

AP ORI E O R 2 Bas R A, W2 BRESIRI], H HEZHIR
M. BFINER, EEAM; AR, EMATERIHEEFER, ”

He's talking about the light there again. There is an old saying in English; it goes like this:
"Light received brings more light; light rejected brings night."

X OORE] 7, SOEEA IR ZIXMERAT:  “UBOEHERE I, B4R, 7

So He said, "Take heed how you hear the Word of God," because what you gain can be lost. If
you reject the light that you're given, you won't be given any more light. If you walk in the

light, He'll give you more light, and you'll grow and bring forth fruit to God.

RIEEAR S “ORIIFAITHIZR L, ROARAMSRIRTRTRER R R, WRIRIERIGLIRATE, MASHAEEZ
HIYELaTR, WRIRTAEEH, MG IRE ZHIE, TR BRI eSS,

So these are words from the Master Teacher Himself: "He that has ears to hear, let him

hear." Let us hear the Word of God and His voice to us.

XEEH AT, BHERIFIEOMEAE:  “AEATITE, ST 7 ERORIRUTHENETE, R
EBATTZ TR &

Let us close with a word of prayer.
LR —

O God, our Father! How we thank You tonight for Your goodness and Your mercy to us. You
are very patient with us, Lord. You're very merciful and gracious. When we fail, You pick us
up. When we doubt, You give us assurance. When we fail, You fail not. And so, Lord, we
thank You for the teachings of Jesus tonight. We ask Your blessing now upon each one, in

Jesus' name. Amen. Thank you, each one.

PR, FATTAIRAR ! AT IR TATIH R G110, W, w0 BATA L, HAH RIS R
B, SYFRATRIGN, REREr AT, HEATRRER, WRIGEATE, BMERAIRIER S, wRAKARE, T
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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