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Answered Prayer and Peace with God

Thank you, Uncle Harold. I would like to thank many of you for your prayers for us. We
believe that on Monday night, the Lord answered a prayer that my wife, Leo, and I have been
praying—I have been praying for thirty-seven years, and Leo has been praying for about
twenty-eight years. Some of you have been praying for my parents and their salvation. My
mom has been in the hospital almost continually since May, and this last little bit we have
been in Prince George visiting her in the hospital. For thirty-seven years, I have been sharing
the gospel with my mom, and for twenty-eight years Leo has been doing it.

I DR, BRI RV O BRI S . BATRME, B —mk, TR T —PEMET
M B — EAEATRAUE S — R E LN S 7 =148, MEBES TR+ /\F, RIS EEA—E
FENBRBHIRERE S, MM, ARV —BEEEERE, SDXEI R, FATERES G L IR
(Prince George) HJEREHEIREM, =+LHEK, R—BEEMBPEDZEE, T/ EERMEE—EEM
[FIRER

On Monday, one of the oldest friends that I have—he has been my friend for forty-six or forty-
seven years, since I was twelve years old—went into the hospital and visited my mother and
shared the gospel with her. She made a profession of faith on Monday evening. She does not
say very much, but she has a different look on her face. We believe she made peace with
God. So I have been praying for thirty-seven years and sharing the gospel with her for thirty-

seven years, and it appears that she has made a real confession of faith.
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I see Karen rejoicing there, and we should all rejoice. We should never forget that the Lord
sometimes answers prayers quickly, and sometimes slowly, but He is always willing to save
the lost. Many of us have unsaved family members, so I encourage you to keep on praying
for them. And my friend who was visiting her was Clayton Dick, who is also Harold's friend—
wonderful, hallelujah! We rejoice. We are going to head back again next week to Prince
George for another week before we head back to Mexico. My mother has peace with God,

and we have peace with God.
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Let us open our Bibles to Romans chapter 5 and verse 1:

[Romans 5:1 NKJV]
Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ,
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I think I have really appreciated this verse more than ever this last summer. Being justified
by faith, we have peace with God. God declares us righteous, and because of that, we have
peace with Him. This evening, I thought it would be interesting to start in Romans chapter 3,
verse 21, and work our way until we get to chapter 5, verse 1, and see how Paul is making
this fit together so beautifully.
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Notice that the first word in verse 1 of chapter 5 is "therefore." When we see the word
“therefore" in our Bibles, we know that right before it is presented the reason for the
statement that follows. One of my old teachers used to say: when we see the word

"therefore," we have to see what it is there for. So let us see why Paul wrote "therefore."
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Righteousness Apart from the Law

When we talk with people about heaven and ask them, "Can you earn salvation to get to
heaven?", most people we run into would say yes. Most people who are religious, and even
people who are not religious, would answer that there is something they could do to be able
to get to heaven. An awful lot of people believe there is something good in us, and because
there is something good in us, they think they can go to that fountain of goodness and pull
out some good works to earn heaven.
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Previously in Romans 3, it says that we could never be good enough to earn God's favor,
because our nature and our practice is that we do wrong. The problem is that we know what
we are supposed to do, and we know what we are not supposed to do; but we do what we are
not supposed to do, and we do not do what we are supposed to do. That is where our
problem is. With that background in mind, let us read verses 21 to 31:
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[Romans 3:21-31 NKJV]

21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being
witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, ?? even the righteousness of God, through
faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference; 23 for
all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, ?* being justified freely by His
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 2> whom God set forth as a
propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness,
because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously
committed, %6 to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might

be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. ?” Where is boasting



then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28
Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the
law. 2° Or is He the God of the Jews only? Is He not also the God of the Gentiles?
Yes, of the Gentiles also, 3° since there is one God who will justify the circumcised
by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 3! Do we then make void the law

through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the law.
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In verse 20, it says:

[Romans 3:20 NKJV]
Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the

law is the knowledge of sin.
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Paul says there is absolutely nothing that you and I can bring to make us fit for heaven. So
the first word we run into in verse 21 is "but," and the second word is "now." Paul has

established that there is absolutely nothing we can do, and now the good news follows.
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Communicating the Good News

I was speaking with a woman this summer from China. She was an atheist, and she had
absolutely no idea what the Bible said. As I was talking to her, I had to change the way I



spoke. Sometimes when I speak, I use "Christian words"—words that would be fine if I were
speaking to somebody who knew what the Bible said, but they mean absolutely nothing to

somebody who does not know the Scriptures.
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One of those words is "gospel." You and I understand that "gospel" means good news. I said
the word "gospel," and as I heard it leave my mouth, the Spirit of God gave me a slap on the
back of the head! If I did something wrong as a boy, sometimes I would get a whack on the
back of the head—not hard enough to hurt me, but enough to make me think, What did I do
wrong? The Spirit of God was saying: "You have to speak plain English to her. You cannot use
Christian jargon because she does not understand it." You cannot even say things like "the
apostle Paul," because she does not know who Paul was; you cannot say "the Gospel of John"
or "the Book of Romans," because she has no idea what those are.
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Do you see how much we have grown since we were saved? If I say "gospel," we all
understand it; if we say "the Lord Jesus Christ," we understand; when we say "the apostle
Paul," we know who we are talking about. Doesn't that make you glad that you are not what
you used to be? Some of us think we have not learned anything, but when we really reflect

on it, we have learned precious truths.
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Witnessed by the Law and the Prophets

In talking with this woman, I explained the bad news from Romans 3—that there is nothing
we can do to make ourselves fit for heaven. But verse 21 says: "But now the righteousness of

God apart from the law is revealed." It has absolutely nothing to do with law-keeping on our



part, yet it was "witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God,

through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe."
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Even though it has nothing to do with our keeping the law, it was declared by the Law and
the Prophets. That is how we know that Jesus is the Christ, the Savior promised by God. If
God makes a promise, and you are to understand its fulfillment, you need to know what that

promise was. It starts in Genesis chapter 3, verse 15, with the seed of the woman:

[Genesis 3:15 NKJV]

And I will put enmity

Between you and the woman,

And between your seed and her Seed;
He shall bruise your head,

And you shall bruise His heel."
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When we look at Jesus, we see that on His mother's side He was human, but on His Father's
side He is God. He was not the seed of the man, but the Seed of the woman.
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Furthermore, the ceremonial laws were fulfilled by Jesus. The Passover was a celebration
with a lamb being slain. The blood of the slain lamb was placed on the doorposts and on the
lintel of the door. When the destroying angel came to strike the firstborn, if he saw the blood,
he would pass over that house, and death would not enter. When we trust in Jesus as the
Lamb of God, we pass from death unto life. Death has no legal right to enter our lives
because Jesus has paid the price for us. The apostle Paul confirms this when he says, "Christ,

our Passover, was sacrificed for us."
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There was also the prophecy that Jesus would come from the tribe of Judah and from the line
of David, as in 2 Samuel 7. So His coming was witnessed by the Law and the Prophets. On
the one hand, Jesus fulfilled the ceremonial laws and prophecies; on the other hand, Jesus
obeyed God's moral law perfectly. He did no sin, which is why He alone could take our place.
It was not an accident or a new invention; it was spoken of long ago and fulfilled in Jesus
Christ.
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For All Have Sinned

Why is this righteousness offered "to all them that believe"? Verse 22 and 23 say: "For there

is no difference; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God."
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There is no difference. We have all sinned. In human eyes, some sins seem "big" and some
sins seem "little." But in God's eyes, there is only sin. Sometimes on a physical globe of the
earth, you can run your fingers over it and feel the raised mountain ridges—the Himalayas
and the Rocky Mountains. But in reality, if a globe were built strictly to scale with the true
size of the earth, it would feel perfectly smooth. The difference from sea level to the peak of

Mount Everest is completely negligible compared to the total size of the earth.
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In Vancouver, we look across at the North Shore mountains and think they look tall. But

those mountains are nothing compared to Mount Everest, and the Himalayas are nothing



compared to the universe. In human eyes, some sins appear large and some small; in God's
sight, it is all sin. We have all fallen short of the glory of God. It does not matter if someone is
a homeless drug addict on the street, rich and famous, or the child of a missionary—we have

all sinned. None of us has ever lived a life of God's perfect righteousness.
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Human religion can never answer the question: Have you done enough to satisfy your God?

No one knows. People do not know what will happen after they die, or how they might be

reincarnated. But whoever receives the gift of Jesus can have absolute assurance.
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Justified Freely by His Grace

Verse 24 says: "Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus." Justified freely means justified without a cause in us, without a single merit of our

own. It is by His grace. Grace is unmerited favor.
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It comes "through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus." Redemption is the act of liberating
a slave—a slave being set free because the full ransom price has been paid. There is nothing

within ourselves to pay that price. We cannot work hard enough to earn God's favor.
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Paul emphasizes this in Romans chapter 4:

[Romans 4:4-5 NKJV]
4 Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt. °> But to
him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is

accounted for righteousness,
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If it is a wage, you earned it. When you go to work and put in your hours, your employer
owes you a paycheck because you earned it. That is a debt, not a gift. But a gift is something
you do not earn. If you work for it, it is a wage. "But to him who does not work but believes

on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness."
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Propitiation and God's Righteousness

Verse 25 tells us: "Whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to
demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins

that were previously committed."
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God set forth Jesus to be the propitiation. That is not a word we use every day, but it means
that Jesus satisfies the righteous demands of the holy Father. Tainted sacrifices can never
satisfy God; only a sinless sacrifice meets His holy standard. Jesus' sinless life and His

undeserved death satisfied God's judgment against sin.
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From the very beginning, the penalty of sin was clear:

[Genesis 2:17 NKJV]
but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day
that you eat of it you shall surely die."
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In Ezekiel, God reaffirmed:

[Ezekiel 18:4 NK]JV]

"Behold, all souls are Mine;

The soul of the father

As well as the soul of the son is Mine;

The soul who sins shall die.
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And in Romans 6:23:

[Romans 6:23 NKJV]
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
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Jesus' sacrifice satisfied God's demands against sin, and it also silences every accusation
brought against God. Verse 25 notes that in His forbearance, God had "passed over the sins
that were previously committed." People might look at the Old Testament and say, "God does
not care about sin. People sinned, and He did not immediately strike everyone dead." Or they

say, "God was not truly holy, because evil people seemed to get away with so much."
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Even today, people ask: "Why does God allow so much evil? Does He really care?" But God
did not ignore sin; He withheld His judgment until Calvary. On the cross, God judged all sin—
past sin, present sin, and future sin! God never swept sin under the rug. At the cross, He

showed His boundless grace, while at the exact same time demonstrating His absolute

10



righteousness. God proved that He is both just in judging sin, and the justifier of whoever
puts their faith in Jesus.
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Boasting Is Excluded

Verse 27 asks: "Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by
the law of faith." If someone could be saved by their own works, they would have a reason to
boast. But salvation is a free gift of God. If you do not accept the gift by faith, you can never
be declared righteous. Therefore, all human boasting is completely excluded. We give all the
glory to God.
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Verse 29 asks: "Or is He the God of the Jews only? Is He not also the God of the Gentiles?
Yes, of the Gentiles also." Does God discriminate? I look at our screen tonight: we have Amir
from Iran, Karen from Jamaica, myself from Canada, and many of you from different parts of
China. What a beautiful picture of people from different nations and languages gathered
together! God does not show favoritism; He offers His salvation freely to all, and it is given to

all who believe.
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Verse 31 concludes: "Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the
contrary, we establish the law." Jesus perfectly fulfilled every ceremonial type and completely

kept every righteous requirement of the law.
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The Example of Abraham

In Romans chapter 4, Paul defends justification by faith using Scriptures that his Jewish

readers knew well. He begins with their great forefather, Abraham:

[Romans 4:1-3 NKJV]

! What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the flesh?
2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not
before God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was

accounted to him for righteousness."
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Paul teaches straight from the Old Testament. There are preachers today who want to cast
aside the Old Testament, but it is the Old Testament that confirms we have the true Christ,

the true Savior! Paul asks the crucial question: What does the Scripture say? That is the

question we must always ask: What does the Bible say?
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Verse 3 quotes from Genesis 15:

[Genesis 15:5-6 NK]JV]

> Then He brought him outside and said, "Look now toward heaven, and count the
stars if you are able to number them." And He said to him, "So shall your
descendants be." 6 And he believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for

righteousness.
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God gave a promise, Abraham simply believed God, and God credited it to him as

righteousness.
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In verses 4 and 5, Paul re-emphasizes:

[Romans 4:4-5 NK]JV]
4 Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt. ®> But to
him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is

accounted for righteousness,
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What is grace? In many forms of religion, people say grace is an ability God gives you so you
can perform good works to earn heaven. That is not the biblical definition! If you work for it,
it is a debt owed to you. Grace is the complete opposite of work. We do not try to make
ourselves good enough; we simply receive the free gift. Even though I have sinned, I am
declared righteous by God through faith, because Jesus did all the work on my behalf.

R TR 47 2 RmBEET, AMEERUERSY “MIR P IREET), GFILIRAE T DURBCRE” o X
AR HE X APRIRN A A ER, AR A RIRE LA, RS NBIE B B2
SENCE H CRENYN, MR RIRZME AR, REIE T, MEEEEEEHAINY, KEEREss
BHGHE T —UIHIRIBER T,

The Testimony of David

What about our sins? In verses 6 to 8, Paul points to King David:

[Romans 4:6-8 NKJV]

6 just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes
righteousness apart from works:

7 "Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven,

And whose sins are covered;

8 Blessed is the man to whom the LORD shall not impute sin."
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We know David committed terrible sins—adultery with Bathsheba, and orchestrating the
murder of her husband, Uriah. David was deeply repentant. Did God hold those sins against
him for eternity? No! David was not forgiven through his own works; he was forgiven
through grace.

PATTERRNE R LB SR IR —SHontiler, Bjs XBHERETIRE TR SCREAE, KW
RGN T . M@ ATEAES —EICR, IBNMBAYIRIE? 488! R ESM eIk h T AT, BeRs
TR,

Not only are we declared righteous like Abraham, but our sins are completely taken away
from us—as far as the east is from the west. Our lawless deeds are forgiven, our sins are

covered, and the Lord will never impute that sin against us.

BATAURIASRI T —FEPRR L, BATRTREE E AR —ARE VA 21, MRS ERITE
Zig, TAMNTILFEERE, BBREMES, TRAERIEHEAERNS b,

Faith Preceded Circumcision

Paul then asks in verses 9 and 10:

[Romans 4:9-10 NKJV]

9 Does this blessedness then come upon the circumcised only, or upon the
uncircumcised also? For we say that faith was accounted to Abraham for
righteousness. ' How then was it accounted? While he was circumcised, or

uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised.

BE, RPERITHEIONRNE: > [FEH 4:9-10 FIEA] > WER, XtEE B mg sz +Lag AiL?
ARG IARZEFLRI NI ? RBATFTR, WAARFERE, SRR, O RE2RRE? BAEMZH
FLARHiIE? Z2AEMARSZBFLAII fRIE? A RAESZELAIR R, THRAEARZEIFLAII M5,

In Genesis 15, Abraham believed God and it was accounted to him for righteousness. It was
not until Genesis 17 that Abraham was circumcised. Which came first: chapter 15 or chapter
17? Chapter 15 came first! Abraham was declared righteous years before he received the

outward sign of circumcision.
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Paul uses the historical timeline to demonstrate that justification never depended on
circumcision. Circumcision was merely an outward sign and seal of what had already taken

place inwardly by faith.

PR I SR P UE R FR A AEERTHIHLe  FHL A2 —MMERIC S SENE, HLAENEMERER
(EEPIL R HSE,

For us today, baptism is like that. When Amir was baptized recently, his hair was wet; when
Roy was baptized, he jokingly told Brother Joe to hold him under the water a little longer!
Baptism is an outward symbol of a reality that has already taken place. Amir, Roy, and all of
us were saved before we were baptized. We had already received God's righteousness by
faith. Baptism does not save us; it is the outward testimony of the spiritual transformation

God already performed in our hearts.

XS RIBARYL, PEALZUNI, AT HFPORIRSZDEN, K 2#RE T, AR ZUEN, PR
TR AR K E 2 — 2L Pl — DIMERIZAE, ENEARS RGN e R REK, PR, &
MPAREANE N, BRIERZEZACEEZRBERT; BATREZIERTRE &S 7T HIA L LA A
REVRRON, &5 RN E S CAE TR A A P Bt BT < T,

Paul confirms this in Galatians chapter 3:

[Galatians 3:24 NK]JV]
Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by
faith.

CRETENPLRBITEAFUUESE TIX—: > MK 3:24 FIEAR] > 1X6, FERBMG MBI RS
Ui, AEFATTEERR Lo

The law was our schoolmaster. It showed us what was right and wrong, proving that we have
all sinned and fallen short of God's glory. But it points us to Jesus Christ, who kept the moral

law and fulfilled every ceremonial requirement.

FERBAIISINE, ErBATEAmrh ., BEHEARIE 7R, 6k MR, kg[SRI
FRARERILES, MEAHLSE RN IETEAE, e 7 —UIHLATER,

And in Ephesians chapter 2:
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[Ephesians 2:8-9 NKJV]
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is

the gift of God, ° not of works, lest anyone should boast.

FELAIBP A28 > [DUBFr 2:8-9 MIEA] > SRS ATR, WEERE, IFARETHS, T2
FTGRY; © AR TN, RIEEABS,

Peace with God

This is the good news! God justifies us through faith. Because God takes sin so seriously,
Jesus died in our place as our substitute. When we place our trust in Him, God declares us

righteous.

XARIFHER ! MEREMIANTN S ERO MR A S R, HRERA (RO SR ok B AR 132
B, HBATROMEEEAM, FEEHBMTN L,

That brings us right back to Romans 5:1:

[Romans 5:1 NKJV]
Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ,

XAEFATFHREED BHSEITILEE: > [P D3 51 FER] > BAIBLRGEIR, wiwEE TA10 FHREREE
(CEERSRGHIEviI

We can see the marvelous argument Paul builds. We are justified by faith, and therefore we
have peace with God! We are exceedingly grateful to God for His unspeakable gift of grace in

Jesus Christ.

BATEREE R RD IR ] B ATIEHE, TATRREGEMRY, ERG, A5 H=HEERFE 34
AR B IRTRARCAE, IR PERR R A I 4n 1 AT A Rl = ) SR B

Closing Prayer
Let us close in prayer.
LEFRATT— RSk AR 5
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Our Father in heaven, we thank You for the salvation we find in Jesus Christ. We are so
thankful that it is by faith alone, because Jesus paid it all for us at Calvary. We thank You for
this great salvation. We ask that You bless these words of Paul to our hearts, that we may

appreciate them more and more.

BAHER ERIA, BATRHEEHRER & IR A THIRR, TATH O BIX KR A E L, KVERER
f%%@MLE AR BASTE 7 U1 BATIZE RIS, SRIEFES FEERY FIXEE /AT
RURFBATRL, AT A E RIS E,

As we lay down to sleep tonight with these truths in our minds, may they prepare our hearts
to remember the Lord Jesus at the Lord's Supper tomorrow morning. Once again, we thank

You for Jesus. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

ST BAN A XL EARER, JEEm&EEIA0, ERMERRENCRERN, S
Bk, BATTFOCO B EHRERER R, ZRERERELE R th s, B!

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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