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The Apostles Before the Council (Acts 5:26-32)

Tonight it is Acts chapter 5, and verse 26 is where we are going to begin. I'm just going to
give you a little bit of a background to this story that we covered last time we were together.
The apostles were in Jerusalem in the temple preaching, and marvelous things were
happening. Verse 16 says:
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[Acts 5:16 NKJV] - Also a multitude gathered from the surrounding cities to
Jerusalem, bringing sick people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits,
and they were all healed.

That was a marvelous thing, but the high priest put them in prison, as we read in verse 18.
They were put there overnight, but in the middle of the night, the Lord delivered them out of
prison. And in verse 20 the Lord said:
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[Acts 5:20 NK]JV] - "Go, stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words
of this life."

So they went back into the temple very early in the morning, probably went directly from

prison to the temple and started preaching, quite possibly even before sunrise. And then the



priests and the officers get together and decide to call them. They go to the prison to call
them, and of course they're not in prison. They find that these men that were put in prison
are no longer there; they have gone to the temple and they are preaching first thing in the

morning.

AT DA TTE TS Faklml 2 2, RATRER B MR R B EROTIaTNE, HErRERERMTHRE 2R, b
Ja, SHAMTHERREA -, Ve, MMIEAREFRREE, S92, e EhEE T,
AT PEREAIXE AR T, fIEaXRE 7 £k, KEFCeEREEE T,

I just find a situation like this almost unparalleled in its wonder. Is God at work or not? It is
obvious that God is doing a marvelous work. And the amazing thing is that the chief priests
and the rulers who were opposed to them are still opposed, in spite of the evidence that God
is giving them in the night and in the day. So that's our introduction. Now, in Acts chapter 5,

we are going to start reading in verse 26:
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[Acts 5:26 NKJV]
26 Then the captain went with the officers and brought them without violence, for

they feared the people, lest they should be stoned.

If there had been a problem, the multitude would have stood with the disciples, and the
officials probably could have been stoned by the multitude who said, "It is obvious God is

with these men, and you are opposed." The story goes on in verse 27:
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[Acts 5:27-28 NK]JV]

27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high
priest asked them, 2% saying, "Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this
name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring

this Man's blood on us!"



So the high priest now—the official representative of God on the earth, the one who should
have been on God's side if anybody was—this man claimed he was. And instead of
acknowledging God, he insisted that these men be arrested. That was their simple

accusation. Now Peter's answer is wonderful in verse 29:
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[Acts 5:29 NK]JV]
29 But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: "We ought to obey God

rather than men.

Now this is the issue for us today and every day. We must be prepared to say, "I'm sorry, I
must serve God, not listen to you, whoever you are, even if you are the high priest. I've got to

serve God." So Peter's answer then begins in verse 30:
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[Acts 5:30 NKJV]
30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on a

tree.

Peter said, "These are the facts: you killed Jesus; God raised Him from the grave you put Him
in." That's pretty dramatic stuff! They were in deep trouble if in fact Jesus was alive! They
were in terrible trouble because they had killed Him. So that's the basic issue in verse 30:
you murdered Him; God raised Him from the dead. Now the issue is: what did God do next?
Verse 31:
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[Acts 5:31 NKJV]
31 Him God has exalted to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give

repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.

Him God has exalted to His right hand—that's the first thing He did. He didn't just raise Him
from the dead; He exalted Him to His own right hand. It would be one thing if He had been
raised from the dead and was still powerless, but sitting at God's right hand—that's amazing!

And He set Him there in order that two things happen: one, that He be exalted a Prince.
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Now the next word is interesting. Should it be Savior or should it be executioner? These men
who had killed Jesus would not have been at all surprised if the line had gone, "He exalted
Him to be a Prince and an executioner." But it's amazing: He has been exalted to be a
Savior! What kind of a Savior would He be? Verse 31: He became a Savior to give

repentance to Israel. That's a most unexpected thing!
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If T were to steal five dollars from you and say, "Oh, I'm sorry," I would expect that you would
accept my repentance, and you would either accept five dollars from me or completely
forgive my five dollars. But if I were to kill your son, I wouldn't expect repentance, and I
wouldn't expect you to offer it to me. So they murdered His Son, and God did marvelous
things: He raised Him from the dead; He exalted Him to His right hand; He made Him a
Prince; He made Him a Savior to give repentance; and the next thing He did in verse 31 is

He gave forgiveness of sins. And verse 32 says:
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[Acts 5:32 NKJV]
32 And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom

God has given to those who obey Him."

So the seventh thing that God did was He gave the Holy Spirit to those who obey Him. Now
that is absolutely amazing. One could never expect that kind of behavior would have come
even from God. Does God love us? Yes! How much? He loves us just like He loved those

murderers, and to the murderers He offered those seven wonderful things.
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Gamaliel’s Counsel and Rejoicing in Suffering (Acts 5:33-42)

What is the response to that glorious truth? Verse 33:
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[Acts 5:33 NKJV]
33 When they heard this, they were furious and plotted to kill them.

You know, Jeremiah said:
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[Jeremiah 17:9 NKJV] - "The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately

wicked; Who can know it?

And this is a proof of that. After all these wonderful things that God is offering these people
at this time, they say, "We want to kill you." That's all they want to do is kill all these
apostles. But now what happens? These men are all in a room, and they are saying we should
kill these guys. And then we read in verse 34 and following about this man Gamaliel. God
now speaks through Gamaliel to these murderers, these would-be murderers. Verse 34, we'll

start reading:
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[Acts 5:34-35 NK]JV]

34 Then one in the council stood up, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the
law held in respect by all the people, and commanded them to put the apostles
outside for a little while. 3> And he said to them: "Men of Israel, take heed to

yourselves what you intend to do regarding these men.

He says now, "Don't be hasty." Verse 36:
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[Acts 5:36 NKJV]
36 For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody. A number of men,
about four hundred, joined him. He was slain, and all who obeyed him were

scattered and came to nothing.

That's illustration number one. Number two, verse 37:
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[Acts 5:37 NKJV]
37 After this man, Judas of Galilee rose up in the days of the census, and drew away

many people after him. He also perished, and all who obeyed him were dispersed.

Now with these two illustrations, he goes on in verse 38:
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[Acts 5:38-39 NK]JV]
38 And now I say to you, keep away from these men and let them alone; for if this



plan or this work is of men, it will come to nothing; 3° but if it is of God, you cannot

overthrow it--lest you even be found to fight against God."

Does that make sense? They all said, "Yeah, that makes sense." So what are they going to
do? Verse 40:
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[Acts 5:40 NKJV]
40 And they agreed with him, and when they had called for the apostles and beaten
them, they commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let

them go.

Is that fair, just, or proper in any sense of the word? No. If this thing was not of God, it
wouldn't matter what they said. And if it was of God, they certainly shouldn't speak against it
in any way. So their response was to beat them. I'm not sure how they beat them; probably
beat them with rods, tore their hair, and did all kinds of terrible things to them. Is it fun to be
beaten? No. Sometimes I feel like I've been beaten. I fell down the stairs, and I landed on the
bottom on the concrete, lost a lot of blood, and my shoulder was thrown out. Did it feel good
then? No. Does it feel good now? No. Do I like being beaten? No. If somebody had come

against me with a baseball bat, it would have been far worse.
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What reason did they have to beat them? Absolutely none! And they commanded them that
they should not speak in the name of Jesus. Jesus is dead, they killed Him—why should they
command that they not speak in the name of Jesus? Verse 40 is the response of the evil ones

to this particular situation. Verse 41 is the answer of the apostles to this situation:
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[Acts 5:41 NKJV]
41 So they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were

counted worthy to suffer shame for His name.

Why didn't they go away complaining about how terrible their wounds were? Did their
bodies feel good or bad? The answer is really bad. What were they doing? They were
rejoicing, hallelujah! God was at work in this situation. There's a beautiful picture here of
what God does to those who believe Him even in times of great difficulty. Why were they
rejoicing? Because they'd been beaten up? No, it was because they had been counted worthy

to suffer shame for the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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It is a wonderful thing for us to suffer shame if necessary. If somebody ever killed you
because you told them you were a Christian, and you suffered shame for the name of Jesus—
if that's the case, don't worry about it, rejoice! Because you have been honored to suffer

shame for the name of Jesus. So what did the apostles do after that? Verse 42 says:
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[Acts 5:42 NK]JV]
42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and

preaching Jesus as the Christ.

How did they fill their days? Preaching and teaching. Where? To the many in the temple—
and those many probably numbered in the thousands—and in every house. What was meant
by that? When the Christians met in the temple, they would say to the apostles, "I want you
to come over to my house." And the apostles would go to their house, and they probably
brought friends, relatives, and others along with the apostles. They probably fed them lunch
or dinner, gave them a snack in the evening, but they said, "Don't leave, stay here; teach us,

preach to us."
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It has been my privilege in life to preach the truth of God in churches, but I probably preach
almost as many messages, discussing the gospel more times in houses than in church
congregations. There is an endless opportunity preaching the word in houses like we're
doing tonight. The apostles probably preached more in the semi-private structure of houses

than they preached in public places.
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All of which is a wonderful prospect for us. You can always say to somebody, "Come to my
house," and then ask a preacher to come along and explain the Bible to them. We're going to
read all about the detail of that when we get to chapter 10. But it's a marvelous principle: if
God has given you a house, invite some of your friends there to come and hear the teaching

and preaching of the people of God.
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Seven Chosen to Serve (Acts 6:1-7)

Now there is another change of pace in this teaching of the Book of Acts, and this concerns

the care of widows. Verse 1 of chapter 6:
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[Acts 6:1 NK]JV]
! Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose
a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were

neglected in the daily distribution.

It's almost a racial problem that we have presented here. There were two kinds of Jews:

there were the Hebrew Jews, and the Hellenist Jews. They were both Jews, but the Hebrew



Jews spoke Hebrew, probably living initially and foremost in Jerusalem. And then there were
the Hellenists; these would be the Greek-speaking Jews, and they probably lived outside of
the land of Israel, but both groups had trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior. The problem
was that the Hebrews said they were better than the Greek speakers, and the Greek

speakers said, "We're not being treated fairly."
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Now there are two types of Christians in the assembly at 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel. Some
of us are English-speaking Christians, and some are Chinese-speaking Christians. So which
ones are better? What? We're all just sinners saved by grace, aren't we? So we've got to be
very careful not to treat one another preferentially. And similarly, we've got to make sure
that we don't show love or compassion to one group over the other. Could this be a problem?
It could be a big problem. At 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel, we want all people to learn English
because sooner or later that's what's got to happen in this country; but in the meantime, we
want to treat each other fairly and equitably. Each of us has got to make sure that we don't

show favoritism to our kind of people.
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What would the apostles do about this problem? Verse 2:
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[Acts 6:2 NK]JV]
2 Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, "It is not

desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables.

Could Peter, James, and John have spent some time and solved the problem by giving equal

care, love, attention, and money to the widows in each group? The answer is yes, they could
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have done that. But they said, "We shouldn't do that; that wouldn't be a wise use of our

time." So in verse 3 they said:
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[Acts 6:3 NK]JV]
3 Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full

of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business;

There is a serious problem here that has to be resolved. They said it's important to resolve it,
but we must not resolve it ourselves; we're going to have to get others to resolve it. This
situation was really a typical administrative or management problem. What did they have to
do? They had to make sure that each of the widows, each of the needy in the congregation,
were treated equitably.
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What are the qualifications of those who should solve the problem? Some would say they
should be familiar with how to handle people, familiar with basic accounting, the kinds of
people who've had experience in the business world doing this kind of thing. Those things
are all very important, but is that what's required here? What are the requirements in verse
3? There are to be seven men: number one, of good reputation; number two, full of the Holy
Spirit; and number three, full of wisdom. The qualifications really are more spiritual than

they are academic or experiential.
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Who should be doing the work of God at 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel? Who should be cutting
the grass? Should the elders give up preaching and spend time cutting the grass? No. It is
probably better to get somebody else to do that job. Who would you get to do it? Somebody

who knows something about cutting grass, I guess. But mostly, they should be men of good

11



reputation, men of the Holy Spirit, men of wisdom. And frankly, the man who cuts our grass
right now is just such a man. His grandparents and many of his aunts were in fellowship at
16th Avenue Gospel Chapel years ago when I was younger. He's a man who knows the truth
of God, and by grace lives the truth of God. And so when he cuts the grass, he does so for the
glory of God. And when people speak to him, he tells them about the Lord Jesus.
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I think that's a good principle. We should do that as we go through life: if you've got a job for
God, you make sure you're spiritually qualified first, and then physically qualified after that.
Verse 4:
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[Acts 6:4 NK]V]

4 but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word."

Now that's a good principle to follow. So I look at my life and I say, "All right, Harold, how
have you done in that particular area? Did you give yourself continually to prayer and to the
ministry of the word?" And I say, to be perfectly frank, I did give myself much to prayer and
to the ministry of the word. But there's a little word in the middle of that verse that says:
continually. Did I do that continually? No. Was I right or wrong? I was wrong! I should have
done that continually. And because I didn't, I was wrong, and there was much loss in my life
because I didn't do it continually, and much loss amongst the people of God because I didn't

do it continually.
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So these apostles were very wise. Verse number 5 now:
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[Acts 6:5 NK]JV]
> And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full
of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and

Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch,

So they chose seven good people. It's interesting as you go through the Book of Acts that
usually when an assignment is given, more than one person is responsible for fulfilling that
job. One of the great things about Christian work is that men work together; they don't work
independently. They don't say, "I'm the boss, you do what I say"; they say, "We will work
together for the work of God, for the glory of God."
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Of these seven men, which one was the boss? The first two, Stephen and Philip, are
outstanding men of God—we read about them later on in the book—but that doesn't mean to
say they were the boss. Those seven men worked together equally in this assignment given

to them by the Holy Spirit of God and the apostles. As verse 6 says:
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[Acts 6:6-7 NK]JV]
6 whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on
them. 7 Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied

greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.

They went to the apostles; the apostles appointed them their responsibility; they all went and
did the work of God; and in verse 7 the word of God spread. The wonderful thing is that the
number of disciples multiplied greatly. And I'm encouraged at the end of verse 7 where it
says a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith. You certainly think they should

13



have been, and we're thrilled to know that they were, because frankly, the priests listening to
the high priest must have been very disgusted when they watched the way the high priest
wanted to kill the apostles rather than recognize the hand of God upon them.
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Remember now, there were some good priests. Zacharias, John the Baptist's father,
remember, was a priest. And John the Baptist himself was a priest. And so some of these
priests had to reach a pretty difficult decision: they had to say, "My boss is wrong. The
priesthood is wrong. I'm going to leave the priesthood like John the Baptist did." So they had
to leave the official priesthood, and they had to go with the apostles. That cost them a great
deal in prestige, in income, and in reputation. But they made the right decision, and God
blessed them.

HICE, ERANPRAIEEE BRI, HELISHSCHINANE R SRR, LA g gt 25
Alo A, SHIIX BRI — IRHARMEREREE . AT URIN IRk BRI A T, BAE
TIEFEAREH T, RERRAE, BEXDEAAHT o IXERE MW R 75 5] B A
HAGL, HFemiERBEEEIE, XTI PRI, JoiefEtifz, WIS R A& EEEAZ T ERIIR. H
AT T IERRAEREE, A RRIGHE 1 AR,

Stephen’s Ministry, Opposition, and Angelic Face (Acts 6:8-15; 7:1)

Verse 8 says:

B

[Acts 6:8 NK]JV]
8 And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and signs among the
people.

Now Stephen wasn't one of the apostles, and consequently he had to spend time
administering food and money to the widows, not just always in the word of God and prayer
like the apostles. But in a marvelous way, the Lord put His hand upon Stephen, blessed him,

and made him a mighty man of God. It doesn't matter what job you and I have to do for the
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Lord: if we do it faithfully, if we do it zealously, the Lord will use it to promote us to even
greater work for God. And Stephen is a great proof of that. Stephen had faith and power, and
did wonders and signs. Verse 9:

AR RIF AR+ i —, R AR R FHRABIZEZE A 70 & i SR B WS B, HAREREERE
AFEEHRECT TR fLE. AmPA—ardry s, EHRECRRERIRERTR S b, BESt, sy
MRRERYHE Lo FTICIRIRIE E I ATRIEAREGUNTIR 7y, HERITEOBEL, BV, Tl EItiEr3k
11, RN EAEEEHRN TR, ARRUEIIE, WiEaEOMRES, ERATTarEml, HEH9

-

R

[Acts 6:9 NK]JV]
9 Then there arose some from what is called the Synagogue of the Freedmen

(Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and those from Cilicia and Asia), disputing with Stephen.

We don't know what their complaint was, but we do know that they were fighting Stephen. It
doesn't matter what work you do for God: sooner or later, you're going to find that people
will start fighting you. And the wonderful thing was in verse 10:

BATEARE A 1R BRGNS, BRI TR R SRR . TRt 21, IBRER
RIE N ERIEESONR, Mt a e ry2, 1B 107 Frid&Hy:

[Acts 6:10 NKJV]
10 And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke.

Where did Stephen get that wisdom? He was full of the Holy Ghost. Because the Holy Ghost
was in him, He was able to give him answers to their questions and responses to their

opposition. Then in verse 11, the strategy again of the wicked people:

AT AL BX AR B e ? R e R TR, (BRI R R AEAEM B, 2R W2 i 5e je RIRET 1K
[EEAATTHMER, HREHBITR R, BERESILT, AR AR 8

[Acts 6:11 NKJV]
1 Then they secretly induced men to say, "We have heard him speak blasphemous
words against Moses and God."
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It's interesting, isn't it? If you read the Bible, you not only learn how godly men and women
respond; you learn how the ungodly operate. And so the Christians often understand their
enemies far better than non-Christians do, because the Bible tells you what's going on in the
hearts and minds of the non-Christian opponents. What is the great opposition strategy of
the devil? He secretly induces men to tell lies. The devil was a liar from the beginning, and
the devil's servants are all liars still. So the question is: would you trust a servant of the
devil? The answer is of course not; they are liars from the beginning. So what did these

secret liars do? Verse 12:

RIRARR, TRME? BEEAGER SRR EM) LTS, hibRATREA S 2 ANRIBHR
Bl NI, AEEFEEAMEHEERZMIANERANAR, RAZ2RER 7R EEREE O
RACHIFT R RTAE, BE PR B B BUE TR AT 2 0E? RE H SR AU EONIE, B R MR 5 i
9, MERNERES WA, WA REGERRRIIMEIL? SRYRBLNMEE, FOVIHT
M —IHERURE RS AR 2 XL T VRO & 8 7 2 0e? 165 H127:

[Acts 6:12-13 NKJV]

12 And they stirred up the people, the elders, and the scribes; and they came upon
him, seized him, and brought him to the council. '3 They also set up false witnesses
who said, "This man does not cease to speak blasphemous words against this holy

place and the law;

This is their lie: the liars are saying that the apostles and Stephen were saying things that

were not true. Did Stephen say it or not? Verse 14:

AR T IR R AR : X LR I A FREGERT R 1R S e YER 22 R Al e AR R B A 1A B R
SLIRE? TEEH147:

[Acts 6:14 NK]JV]
14 for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and

change the customs which Moses delivered to us."

Now the question is: did Jesus say that the holy place, the temple, was going to be
destroyed? The answer is yes. You'll remember that Jesus said to them on one occasion, "Not
one stone shall be left upon another; this whole place will be destroyed." But did Jesus say

He would destroy the place? No. He said, "I'm not going to destroy it; it will be destroyed
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because of the sin of the people who live there." Jesus didn't say He would destroy it; He

basically indicated the Romans will destroy it.

IAERYREUR . EHRERERA A WIS 2, Ml BB BBOAE? BRE: Hidh), KRR —Eics, £
HROREE 2R ORI . “ReRAEXE, A —OSKEEALE, PEERER T, 7 (HIX2 SRS R
PSRRI R Y e, EERR: "REAIETHRY, SRR EEERZ AR
BE EREEIN, 7 BHRERMOR OIS R AEBCE R, #hSEhR LR e P B SOl R R

What kind of a liar is the devil? He is a very skillful liar, a very experienced liar, and a very
effective liar. So it's not at all surprising that this falsehood was believed. The distortion here
was to attribute to Jesus the claim that He would destroy the temple, when He had said that

others would destroy it.

JE LR ERERI B WE? ERR MRS, WRLRATIRE, MHE — MR
Ho Hit, XAMIREIITAIRS RSN, —m A NFT, HES MM T ’2BPERE R

SRNEEHRER Sy b, KRR R A ZE e, T Skbn BRI S 55 N EBIAE,

Stephen is before the council here in the same way as Peter, John, and the other apostles had
been before the council in the earlier chapters. And so the question is: what's going to

happen next? Verse 15:

B, AR EAR R ARZH, WUNFEIRT LE RIS, L8 AR mRT— . 32 N RAY
2 BfERA T ANE? 1EEH15T:

[Acts 6:15 NK]JV]
15 And all who sat in the council, looking steadfastly at him, saw his face as the

face of an angel.

Is it important how you look? Do you look good? I hope so. You smile when you want to smile.
Have you ever looked at yourself in the mirror and been disappointed in what you saw?
Sometimes I look in the mirror and I have to say, "Harold, that doesn't look like an angel to
me." And I say, "Harold, you'd better put an angel face on; trust the Lord; make sure you look

good."

— NN EFA I EEZEIL? (RS RS A7 R, SIRIZMERIRHER Y BIEE, RER
BT, AN E K ERRERRCRNE? AINERIEE T, MEANECE: “TRPE, HEXKE
BEKRAMERMEW, ~ TREREEAC: “WBOE, REFRIIHRERIE, ZRREET,; LRI
A2 2R, 7
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This man Stephen was an outstanding man. He was about to be killed, and he probably knew
it. Instead of being terribly distressed, instead of lashing out at these people, he had the
appearance of an angel. So I have to say to myself: Harold, make sure you keep smiling;
make sure that when people look at you, they say, "I think Jesus used to look like that."

AR R B A AR B L, R TR IR S 2, T EAE S 2R 0AIIE, Am A EZTE
TERIEZA, WA AREXHERA RSB ORE, Mk, MRS RERES. AT AR 252
MHC: WP, SFERSHEIRA, MRS RNEMIREIR R, =& AR S E R A
BUER AN, ”

Verse 1 of chapter 7 says:

FTHEEEEIY:

[Acts 7:1 NKJV] - Then the high priest said, "Are these things so?"

And so Stephen had to answer now. The question is: what would he answer, and how would
he answer? Chapter 7 is mostly his wonderful sermon, and we'll consider that next time
we're together.

A RRIRHRROT I HRE 7o [EUR: MRAMTEE? XREELEM2NE? 5 ELELRER ) R IE A M
BRTILRERIRE, BATR R MRS BRERES,

Concluding Remarks and Prayer

Our time has gone quickly. Praise the Lord, my shoulder pain has not gotten worse! So I'm
thankful that I was able to be with you for the whole time. I believe that the Lord is gracious;
He is healing me, and my pain is diminishing. We will suspend our discussions now. We'll ask
the Lord to bless us. We'll see you tomorrow at the chapel, Lord willing, and we'll be
together, Lord willing, next Saturday night. Pray the Lord will cause others to join us, and

especially those who are often here to return. We'll give thanks and pray again now:

BATRIN RIS Rk, 3, FIRBERIDPRFHFEA MR BIRBESHEEMKEIE S RE —FZ0E, R’E
FiAREE, fIEEERE, OPRUEZRHEE, BOTOMIELINEHLE —Bg, KIEMREG RS
i, HEEE, BINAREESERZMEW; HEVFA], MEABERNE-FARE, HREUWIHS, RKE
W5 56 22 NANAFRAT], JCHIZ AR LS B Sk 2 A IR 5 1 R AR B [l T2 v BRAE LEFRATT KR
RISESTE ATy
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Lord, we thank You for the wonderful words of the Bible. We are thankful and thrilled at the
fact that though the apostles were put in prison, they were delivered by the Spirit of God,
and they were preaching in the morning the same things they were preaching before they
were put in prison. Lord, may we be faithful, and may we continue to witness even when the

opposition is great.

W], BATRRBIBRIG N ZLIXTORNETE, BATRORE RS REEENIRINE R, iR
M2 RATDARRER AT IRRORE R, R—7, Ttz AUt IR 8, ARSAAL YFIRE M1 SER A
Eo EW, JEIATHAEAN O EKEK, BIEREE BRI 5 R, ARRBIERF SR E DLIE,

Thank You for all the good things of God. Thank You for our time together this evening.
Thank You for each one who has joined us, and we pray, Lord, that You will bless us. Just as
You blessed Stephen and the other apostles and deacons, Lord, would You bless each of us in
our service for You too. And so again we give thanks in Jesus' name, and seek Your blessing
upon each of us. We ask these things in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

RIS T —U)EE RE, RIS —RIES 2L, RGRIIR XS5
Ko T, KRR RS, ENRSEGEARIR R, HAMAERE P AFT—FE, FW, KIpthieFk
11— NERE R R R, TATEHRZEIBRI 2R ERER, BoRVR 8 KA 2 A E TR TR NS
Eo X—UIREEATR, JyRFEEIRREE R E 4, B,

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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