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Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream of the Great Tree

Chapter four of Daniel is Nebuchadnezzar's testimony of what the Lord did in his life.

Chapter four of Daniel, verse one:
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[Daniel 4:1 NKJV] - ! Nebuchadnezzar the king, To all peoples, nations, and

languages that dwell in all the earth: Peace be multiplied to you.
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[Daniel 4:2 NKJV] - 2 I thought it good to declare the signs and wonders that the
Most High God has worked for me.
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Nebuchadnezzar said, "I would like to tell you what the Lord did for me. I think I had better
write it down rather than just tell you." After he wrote the letter, he said, "Who should I send
it to?" He sent it to every person in the then-known world. How many copies do you think he
had to make of his testimony? Many millions. How many languages was it translated into? All
the major spoken languages in his kingdom. Did he think his story was important? Yes, and

he sent it to everybody who could read.
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[Daniel 4:3 NKJV] - 3 How great are His signs, And how mighty His wonders! His
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, And His dominion is from generation to

generation.
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How does he start out his story? By declaring how great and wonderful God is.
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In verse four he says, "I am going to tell you my story now."
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[Daniel 4:4-5 NK]JV] - 4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest in my house, and flourishing
in my palace. ®> I saw a dream which made me afraid, and the thoughts on my bed

and the visions of my head troubled me.
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Most of us have dreams, and the major relief is that when we wake up, we say, "I am sure
glad that didn't happen in reality." Sometimes when I dream, I dream I am rich; I am
disappointed when I realize that was just a dream. Sometimes I can run in my dream faster
than I could run when I was in my prime; I wake up and say, "That is disappointing, I can't do
that anymore." This dream was very significant. He knew it was significant; he did not
understand it, but he knew it was significant.
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[Daniel 4:6 NKJV] - 6 Therefore I issued a decree to bring in all the wise men of
Babylon before me, that they might make known to me the interpretation of the

dream.
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He had a dream. He can remember what it was, he just did not know what it meant, but he

was sure it meant something.
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[Daniel 4:7 NKJV] - 7 Then the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the
soothsayers came in, and I told them the dream; but they did not make known to

me its interpretation.
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[Daniel 4:8 NKJV] - @ But at last Daniel came before me (his name is Belteshazzar,
according to the name of my god; in him is the Spirit of the Holy God), and I told

the dream before him, saying:
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Many have asked the question: why did he not call in Daniel at first? Daniel was the only one
in the kingdom who could make the first dream understood back in chapter two of Daniel.
Why did he not just call in Daniel at the beginning? Some have suggested the reason was
that he did not really want to have to admit that Daniel and Daniel's God was behind his

dream.
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It is true, isn't it? Many people in life know that God could solve their problem, but they try

to do it themselves because they do not want to be responsible to God. But he realized that



the dream was very important, and he finally realized nobody else could solve the problem

other than Daniel, so he called in Daniel.
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What does he say? Verse nine:
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[Daniel 4:9 NK]JV] - ° "Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, because I know that the
Spirit of the Holy God is in you, and no secret troubles you, explain to me the

visions of my dream that I have seen, and its interpretation.
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He calls him in and he says, "I am going to tell you my dream; you tell me what it means,

please." Here is the dream now, verse ten:
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[Daniel 4:10-12 NK]JV] - 19 "These were the visions of my head while on my bed: I
was looking, and behold, A tree in the midst of the earth, And its height was great.
1 The tree grew and became strong; Its height reached to the heavens, And it
could be seen to the ends of all the earth. '? Its leaves were lovely, Its fruit
abundant, And in it was food for all. The beasts of the field found shade under it,

The birds of the heavens dwelt in its branches, And all flesh was fed from it.
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That sounds like a nice dream.
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[Daniel 4:13 NKJV] - 13 "I saw in the visions of my head while on my bed, and there

was a watcher, a holy one, coming down from heaven.
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What is coming now is a message from heaven. That probably scared him.
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[Daniel 4:14 NKJV] - '* He cried aloud and said thus: "Chop down the tree and cut
off its branches, Strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit. Let the beasts get out from
under it, And the birds from its branches.
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Now it sounds like it is going to be a scary dream.
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[Daniel 4:15 NKJV] - 1> Nevertheless leave the stump and roots in the earth, Bound
with a band of iron and bronze, In the tender grass of the field. Let it be wet with

the dew of heaven, And let him graze with the beasts On the grass of the earth.
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And this watcher keeps on talking:

[Daniel 4:16 NKJV] - 16 Let his heart be changed from that of a man, Let him be
given the heart of a beast, And let seven times pass over him.
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Now, this story is all about a tree, but verse sixteen says, "Let his heart be changed from that
of a man." The tree is like a man. "Let him be given the heart of a beast." You can imagine
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that having dreamt this, Nebuchadnezzar says, "I think there is something very significant

here. This tree is a man."
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[Daniel 4:17 NKJV] - 7 "This decision is by the decree of the watchers, And the
sentence by the word of the holy ones, In order that the living may know That the
Most High rules in the kingdom of men, Gives it to whomever He will, And sets

over it the lowest of men.'
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Whoever these watchers are, they are from heaven, they are powerful, and they have made a
decision regarding this tree. You can imagine that this is a pretty serious dream. He
remembers it; he remembers the detail, and he remembers that the watcher from heaven
has made a conclusion regarding that dream. His summary conclusion to Daniel in verse

eighteen is:
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[Daniel 4:18 NKJV] - '8 "This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar, have seen. Now you,
Belteshazzar, declare its interpretation, since all the wise men of my kingdom are
not able to make known to me the interpretation; but you are able, for the Spirit of

the Holy God is in you."
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Daniel Interprets the Dream

Interestingly, this is Nebuchadnezzar telling his own story. He is saying, "Daniel, I saw this

troubled dream. Could you please tell me what it means?" You can see the two of them



sitting in the throne room. Nebuchadnezzar tells Daniel the dream, and then
Nebuchadnezzar watches.
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[Daniel 4:19 NK]JV] - '° Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was astonished
for a time, and his thoughts troubled him. So the king spoke, and said,
"Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or its interpretation trouble you." Belteshazzar
answered and said, "My lord, may the dream concern those who hate you, and its

interpretation concern your enemies!
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He said, "This is a terrible dream." As he pondered it for a time, Nebuchadnezzar was
watching and waiting and waiting and waiting for the interpretation. Daniel was very slow in

giving it. With the introduction of verse nineteen, he goes on and tells the story.
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[Daniel 4:20-22 NKJV] - 2° "The tree that you saw, which grew and became strong,
whose height reached to the heavens and which could be seen by all the earth, 2!
whose leaves were lovely and its fruit abundant, in which was food for all, under
which the beasts of the field dwelt, and in whose branches the birds of the heaven
had their home-- 22 it is you, O king, who have grown and become strong; for your
greatness has grown and reaches to the heavens, and your dominion to the end of
the earth.
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"The tree is you, O king." Was Nebuchadnezzar great? Yes, everything that was said about

that tree was magnificent. The whole world benefited from that tree. Nebuchadnezzar was
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that powerful man, and his influence was all over the world. Daniel acknowledges this: "It is

you, O king, who have grown and become strong."
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[Daniel 4:23 NKJV] - 23 "And inasmuch as the king saw a watcher, a holy one,
coming down from heaven and saying, "Chop down the tree and destroy it, but
leave its stump and roots in the earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze in the
tender grass of the field; let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let him graze

with the beasts of the field, till seven times pass over him';
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You can understand why Nebuchadnezzar was concerned, and Daniel was very concerned in
answering him. Daniel had to answer him and tell the truth. He was probably willing to do
that because he highly respected this king, but this king was a fickle king and he could have
caused anybody to be put to death in a moment. Daniel probably thought, "Do I tell him the
truth? I may very well lose my head; he may kill me if I tell him the truth." But he did tell him

the truth in a most respectful way.
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The Christian is required to give honor to the king, even if they are not very good. We are not
to speak evil of the rulers of our people.
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[Daniel 4:24 NK]JV] - 24 this is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree of
the Most High, which has come upon my lord the king:
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[Daniel 4:25 NK]JV] - 2> They shall drive you from men, your dwelling shall be with
the beasts of the field, and they shall make you eat grass like oxen. They shall wet
you with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over you, till you know that

the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses.
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The question in this context is: who are the "they"? The answer is: they are the watchers, the
agents of heaven who are sent to deal with this issue. This is what is going to happen to you,

King Nebuchadnezzar.
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What is the central sin of the world of our day? They refuse to acknowledge that the Most
High God is ruling over the kingdoms of men. They say, "I don't really care. I can do pretty
much what I want; God is not going to interfere." Sometimes, even when God speaks to them
and reveals the truth to them, it takes a long time for them to acknowledge it. How long did
it take Nebuchadnezzar to realize this? Seven times were going to pass over—probably seven

years would pass.
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[Daniel 4:26 NK]JV] - 26 "And inasmuch as they gave the command to leave the
stump and roots of the tree, your kingdom shall be assured to you, after you come

to know that Heaven rules.
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That is the interpretation of the dream. In verse twenty-seven, we see the counsel of Daniel
regarding that interpretation. Remember, Daniel was the right-hand man to this king. He did
what the king commanded, and on many former occasions no doubt he had said to the king,

"That is not a good idea, king; I wouldn't do that."
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[Daniel 4:27 NKJV] - 27 Therefore, O king, let my advice be acceptable to you;
break off your sins by being righteous, and your iniquities by showing mercy to the

poor. Perhaps there may be a lengthening of your prosperity."
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After God has spoken to you, what is the imperative? Break off your sins. If you were to
break off your sins as soon as you were rebuked, what would the result be? There would be a

lengthening of your prosperity rather than a lengthening of your punishment.
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Does that sound like good advice to you? If you were Nebuchadnezzar, what would you have
done? You would say, "That is a pretty certain warning. I think I'd better smarten up. I'd

better change my ways. I'd better acknowledge that God is God and I'm just a puppet king."
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The Fall and Restoration of the King
[Daniel 4:28 NKJV] - 28 All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar.

X AR I 2 JEAT H FE M E.

If God has said it in the Bible, what is going to come next? The fulfillment of everything He
said in the Bible. When you and I get to the end of life, when others get to the end of life,
what are they going to say? They are going to say, "Everything the Bible said about me,
everything that God said to me privately about me, it all came to pass. If I had heeded it
immediately, the punishment that befell would be far less."
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What is Nebuchadnezzar going to do? He probably went to bed that night kind of scared. He
woke up in the morning, and nothing happened. He went to bed the next night; he wasn't
quite as scared. He woke up in the morning, and still nothing happened. Do you think it is
possible that he said, "It just may not happen. That was a warning, a good warning, but I am
not that bad, and it is not going to happen; everything is okay"? Do you think he had trouble
sleeping eleven months later? No, I think he said, "I have forgotten the whole thing. I think
God has forgotten the whole thing, too. Everything is okay, I'm alright."
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[Daniel 4:29-30 NKJV] - ?° At the end of the twelve months he was walking about
the royal palace of Babylon. 3° The king spoke, saying, "Is not this great Babylon,
that I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty power and for the honor of my

majesty?"
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Who gets the glory in verse thirty? Nebuchadnezzar. He is basically saying, "I'm a pretty
good guy. I built this Babylon. I built it for my royal dwelling. I built it by my mighty power,
for the honor of my majesty." Is that what the dream taught him? No. Was he worried about
what the dream taught him at this point? He knew what the dream had taught him; it was

only twelve months ago, but he just did not worry about it.
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[Daniel 4:31 NKJV] - 3! While the word was still in the king's mouth, a voice fell
from heaven: "King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: the kingdom has departed

from you!
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When does God periodically speak to you? Immediately after you did something you knew
you shouldn't do. You can get away with it for twelve months; you can get away with it for
twelve years; you can get away with it for a whole lot longer. Then you do it again, and down
comes the hand of God. Why does God often respond that way? So that you and I will know
that it is God speaking, not some weird idea, so you know that God is speaking. It will

happen with good things; it will happen with bad things.
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Can you think of a time in your life when God confirmed the truth of the Bible through an
experience of life that you know was God speaking to you? If you are like me, you are going
to have to say, "Yes, I remember that time in my life. That is what happened. There is no way

I can say it was coincidence. I knew God spoke to me."
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Why do we believe the Bible anyway?

1. Because of all the facts that are in the Bible.

2. All the confirmation of those facts that are in all of history.

3. The fact that God arranged that circumstance in such a way that you knew God was
speaking to you.
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I will tell you one of my stories that I have told you before. It went like this: when I was a
little boy, I went to school, and frankly, I didn't really enjoy that. The teacher said, "One day
we are going to make a jack-in-the-box." I thought, "That is going to be fun. A lot of other
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stuff we do at school isn't fun, but that is going to be fun. I want to make a jack-in-the-box."
We went on for months, and we never did make a jack-in-the-box.
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One day—I had never done it before nor since—in grade one, I came home for lunch and I
said to my mother, "I don't want to go back to school this afternoon."
She said, "Why?"

I said, "Because I don't want to go."

She said, "Are you sick?"

I said, "No."

"Is the teacher mad at you?"

"No."

"Are you mad at the teacher?"

"No."

She said, "Why don't you want to go to school?"

I said, "Because I don't want to go to school this afternoon."

For some reason that I cannot explain to this day, my mother said, "All right, stay home."
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What was the end of the story? Everybody in our class made a jack-in-the-box that afternoon!
What did I say the next morning? I said, "That was God, you know. That isn't coincidence.

That was God speaking to you, Harold." Nobody had to explain that to me. I didn't have to go
and read twenty pages in the Bible to find the answer. God had spoken to me by His timing.
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Look at verse thirty-one again:
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[Daniel 4:31 NK]JV] - 3! While the word was still in the king's mouth, a voice fell
from heaven: "King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: the kingdom has departed

from you!
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Did he know God had spoken at that time for that reason? Yes. What should you do under
those circumstances? You should say, "Lord, I am going to follow You. I am not going to do

that again."
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I gave you that illustration again because it is hard to deny, but it is also easy to forget. If I
were to go around this circle now and say, "Has there ever been an experience like that in
your life where you did something you knew you should not do, and instead of waiting for

five years, God struck immediately?" You thought, "Oh, that was God."
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By the way, I should remind you: we never did make a jack-in-the-box in school ever again!
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[Daniel 4:32 NKJV] - 32 And they shall drive you from men, and your dwelling shall
be with the beasts of the field. They shall make you eat grass like oxen; and seven
times shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules in the kingdom

of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses."
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[Daniel 4:33 NK]JV] - 33 That very hour the word was fulfilled concerning
Nebuchadnezzar; he was driven from men and ate grass like oxen; his body was
wet with the dew of heaven till his hair had grown like eagles' feathers and his

nails like birds' claws.

AN TR S AE JEAT HEMAT S b, MG BTN, IZBmA:, BRBRIE, KKK, 58
B, BPKRK, WRZM,

That very hour, the word was fulfilled concerning Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from men;
he ate grass like oxen. He didn't pretend it was grass; he went out into the field. They may
very well have built a fence around him, but he ate grass. His body was wet with the dew of
heaven. He didn't stay where they put him under shelter; he went out into the wild somehow,

and the dew of heaven was wet upon him.

SUEAR—ZI, KTJEAmHEMIIIE MK 7o it T, 1ZEind, MAREERIEZE, Mm2ER
s IR, NTVRFTREAEMRE B SR TR, (BMERERIEE &, SRR SR, A
B Flr, T2 AAIEIREE SN, [ERRBEREES.

His hair grew like eagles' feathers. You can hardly imagine that. When he took his shirt off—
he probably didn't have a shirt on—it was grown like eagles' feathers, and his nails were like

birds' claws.

AL E K ANFEE R, IREEXEDER AR /R, R M R —M & B RBARAE R ARER I
— IS BRERLIERIPE, FEH RS WHFERERIRIMN,

You can imagine his sons, his daughters, his grandchildren saying, "Daddy, can we go see
grandpa?" They take them out to see grandpa, and the grandson says, "Daddy, is that really
our grandpa®? He is supposed to be king of the world. What is he doing out here in the field?"

fRATDAVER MLy, LT &8, BITRERBEEFTSIIE? 7 MIF&HNREFS, Ihrh
E: B, BEERNNSFE? fhARZER NIEEW, M Bt ame? ”

How long was he like that? Till seven times—or seven years—passed over him. Why do you
think it took seven years for him to come to his senses? Do you think he was proud? Do you

think he was stubborn? Do you think he might even have said, "I can outfox God"? Do you
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think he kept looking around saying, "I built all this. I know I am a crazy man, but I built all
this"?

fBAREAETS 7 20? EREH—AWe CE—d R, AN 24e T R C AR AT R? IR

WAFMAF NG ? R MERID? RV E AT R Al “FREESHSI ™ 15? JREEIS MR SIEAEIR
BAPYRELOAR: X UIREBGER, BRDETIER DR T, HRXEEF 22 TER” ?

[Daniel 4:34-35 NKJV] - 3 And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my
eyes to heaven, and my understanding returned to me; and I blessed the Most
High and praised and honored Him who lives forever: For His dominion is an
everlasting dominion, And His kingdom is from generation to generation. 3> All the
inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; He does according to His will in
the army of heaven And among the inhabitants of the earth. No one can restrain
His hand Or say to Him, "What have You done?"

Hyie, TemPeasEER, WA, RERMER, SRS EIKIZHIM, MmIRUN2
KR, MRERAEDTR HEArEREREE VR, ER R EMM EERE, ETE R
E1TH TCARBE(EMRTF, smfiit: IR0

Why was it that he lost his understanding? Pride had confused his understanding. You know,
there are an awful lot of smart people who do dumb things. There are a lot of people who do
bad things, and sometimes they are not even smart enough to acknowledge that they are
wrong. Very often when you speak to people like this, they change the conversation, or they
say, "I will do this tomorrow," or "I am not sure." Frankly, their understanding is such that

they are refusing to come to grips with the issue.

S 23k T HEE? RIMHEIR TRROR, ZANE, T2 AT A IR, GiF2
MY VZEE, ANEEERINE O TR EMZHERE, B SRS RN, 12485
MG, WogEEu:  “REIREATN, T s CHEAME, T HAY, MR OB L ERE] T ELIE
PUARAR AR

Nebuchadnezzar says, "I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored Him who lives
forever." My understanding finally returned. I finally said to myself, "You're crazy,
Nebuchadnezzar. You had better bless the Most High and praise Him."

JEmMEi: “IREMRMESE, HEEHIEIKIZRMH, ~ RIEELTER T, RETHED
i “JE mHEm, RERRT! IREFEPRSEE R RS, 7
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His dominion is an everlasting dominion. How long is God King for? Forever. How long was
Nebuchadnezzar king for? A few years. Even the prophecy that he heard in Daniel chapter
two says that his kingdom of gold is soon going to be replaced by another kingdom. His

kingdom is not forever. How long is God's kingdom for? Forever.

HAIBURZKIZRIAUN, FEEZEZA? Kix! EAERIEEREEZA? KXEEMmME, HEEHEDUES
HoBEIE PR EE S M, MRS SkE EEIRPUR S — D EE T, A E4EA AT REFEIIK
. MEYEEREF 2 ANE? HRIKKIZE!

Tell me the story about the king who said, "My kingdom is going to last..." and he gave a

large number of years. Who was that king? Tell us.
HHEIFRIEDNE OO0 “RAEERESL -7 HE MRS A %S, WA £? 5,

Qin Shi Huang recorded in history! He said, "I am the First Emperor; beginning from me, my
dynasty shall endure for ten thousand generations." The result? As soon as Qin Shi Huang
died, his son Hu Hai ruled for only a few years, and the Qin Dynasty was overthrown by the
Han.

(ZAE: P LICERGER! i “BOviaER, R, Zt=E=1uit, LI, 7 4
RIE? RIAE 5L, MJLFAZAENEILE, RETLLSDEHHER 1. )

How long did he say it was going to last? Ten thousand generations! How long did it last? A

dozen years. He made a big mistake; I wouldn't hire him as a mathematician!

fihs i SEAE 22 A2 ik KPR RS 7207 RTLFE. 0 7 DRI R, RESZEMRY
BEER |

God's kingdom is an everlasting dominion. His kingdom is from generation to generation. All
the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing. Who are all the inhabitants of the earth?

Everybody alive, including King Nebuchadnezzar; he is reputed as nothing, too.

MR E AT RIAUE, HAIEERIG N, EArEREREEOVETC, LA R fE RERSI? LIS
EWE—-DA, GHEMRERIAEN; fthFEERVET,

Did he learn his lesson? Yes. Did it happen just like he had been told it would happen? Yes.

BN T RE T, SRR RS RS e R E S AIARRE? 2T,

[Daniel 4:36 NKJV] - 36 At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the

glory of my kingdom, my honor and splendor returned to me. My counselors and
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nobles resorted to me, I was restored to my kingdom, and excellent majesty was

added to me.

AR, FREHERIAER, IRE R, U AER AR, AR AR E R A, B
FEFRE P, I EAKREIE T,

He says, "At the same time my reason returned to me." Is that a miracle? Yes. He did not
have reason for all those years. Finally, when he was humbled enough to say, "I am a sinner

and God is right," God gave him his reason back.

fbld: AR, FRAVEERAIAER, 7 XM 2R BRECEZ AMZICEE, &K, SRR
FHAIN “BREDIEN, HRANH” A%, MEGHEE G,

What is God's attitude toward us? He wants to teach us what we should know, and then the
result will be that He will do better for us afterwards than He did before.

O BATTHI A R ERER? HE BECGF AT B GRER,; R IEKER, #BEE M BT EE,

[Daniel 4:37 NKJV] - 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the
King of heaven, all of whose works are truth, and His ways justice. And those who

walk in pride He is able to put down.

IEREM P EMPAE, EE, IR BT, EOMBF R 28R, AT . AR TaH
[, fhRERE N B,

He says, "And if you don't believe me, read the letter again!"
e “WRIRMIAEIRTS, SHERXESREERE—E! 7

It is a very interesting story. What is the conclusion? "God, You are good, You are God, and I
honor You."

KR MINDZITSE, ERGSRA? W, REREN, KM, BMRERE, 7

He is the king. Why didn't he conclude by saying, "Everybody in my kingdom is going to have
to serve God"? Because he had enough sense to know that he himself wouldn't have obeyed
easily. God spoke to him clearly, told him what to do, and he said no. If he commanded

everybody in his kingdom to do it, they would say no, too.
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It is true, isn't it? Serving God is always an independent personal decision. No one can make
that decision for you, and you can't make it for anybody else. Each of us has got to say, on

the basis of the evidence, "I choose to believe in Jesus."

FSIRIXRE, ARIE? RS HIKIZE N ARPUE, A ANRERS VRO DN OUE, IRETCTRE R A MOUE.,
AT —DNEBRE TSI ER B ES . “FRIERE RIS, 7

Go back to the end of Daniel chapter one. Nebuchadnezzar found Daniel and his friends the

smartest boys in the whole realm:

BATREENE DB —FERORE, Jefi HeRU I E DB BAT R A2 2 E b oA B RS 4

[Daniel 1:20 NKJV] - And in all matters of wisdom and understanding about which
the king examined them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and

astrologers who were in all his realm.

EHRMBAT—UIH, w5 WA R R A b E R LA R 5

What did the king do about that? Nothing. He saw it. A lot of people see the great things of
God, they acknowledge they are great things, marvelous things happen—and they do
nothing.

EMIRE T 20?2t MeRiRERE 7, B2 NEE 7N, AR RRIETH,
BRI AE Y & AE—2R MR B SAEs T,

In Daniel chapter two:

FE(H AP A28 %

[Daniel 2:47 NKJV] - 47 The king answered Daniel, and said, "Truly your God is the
God of gods, the Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, since you could reveal

this secret."

EXEDIEY: “UREERE RATX BAAYEE, RIS T Mz, HEZE, XO2EHRMER, 7
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Nebuchadnezzar says, "This is absolutely wonderful! These men are marvelous! They declare
to me what is going to happen for the rest of the age of the world." Did he say, "I am going to
worship and follow that God"? No, he didn't say that.

JEmMEREI: “XERANATENT! XEAKTAE ! MITFERMBE 7N AL AR
gifm. 7 BME AN “WEBOFH —ERMIXAT IE? &h, MHRERXAN,

[Daniel 2:48 NKJV] - 48 Then the king promoted Daniel and gave him many great
gifts; and he made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief

administrator over all the wise men of Babylon.

TREMELHE, Bt L5y, IRMEHE e 2R, Xy, sbtuer—yEt,

He said, "I could use a man like that. He told me all about the history of the world to come—
marvelous prophecy. I could use him. I'm going to promote him. What a good king am I! I am
smart enough to promote the best guys in the kingdom." What's the matter with you,
Nebuchadnezzar? Why don't you worship that God? Why don't you acknowledge that He is

God and you are not?

A8 “XAERIAA KA NIRRT, i BaERd 1 ARKRAIH 57— IX R ST ORI S | T
fib, FREFRLEMM, HERMEEANET! HAWR, EEEEERNHIAABGEE T, ” Efi
HIEM, RENREL 7?2 IR AAMBIREOFAMI EAIE? IR 2RI A R EEI, mRAZE?

What happens at the end of chapter three? Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego were cast
into the fiery furnace. None of them were harmed; the people who cast them in were burned
to death by the fire, but they were delivered. It was a marvelous miracle. What does

Nebuchadnezzar do? Did he say, "I'm going to make Him my God"? No, he didn't do that.

FoEmREERERA T A? IS R WARSERHE T ALK E T, =P AT ; ARt
MP5ERRIT A RBEUKRIE, MBI 2RSIRRL, X2 — MRS, JEAi FHERU2/E A ME?
fbli “FREBHONERAFR TIG? R, A,

[Daniel 3:29 NKJV] - Therefore I make a decree that any people, nation, or
language which speaks anything amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-Nego shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made an ash heap;

because there is no other God who can deliver like this."
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He says, "I am king around here, and you guys better obey the God of Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abed-Nego. Don't ever say anything bad against Him."

Why did the tragedy of chapter four fall on Nebuchadnezzar? Because he rejected the truth

in chapters one, two, and three!

fbiid:  “IRXK NEBAEE, RITIZEANRLFIMNDENL, K& WRERFRIR, HERATVFREEERAAIA
i, 7 BENBREERI A X IR F EfS L2 EROy—me, i =fEgs 7S -, B
E e AT

A lot of people say, "I don't need to worry. I can pretty much go my own way. God spoke to
me once, I didn't do anything, and nothing happened. Then something else happened, and
nothing happened. Then something else, and still nothing happened.” When you and I stand
before God and the books are opened, how many times are we going to be able to say to God,
"You said You would do this and You didn't; You were wrong, God"?

P2 NEROFEEER:  “BAAERD, ReEHCHE, MEaBEEEER—R, s, MERREM
DKo JARXET T —IR, ICRNCFHRE. FERICR T —IR, MALRTIE, 7 HIRB R EM A
HEH, FERIFZN, FATAW—RAEEHE E-CHIOS B PR WEITE R, VRENAI; H,
AR 77 7

Remember, on judgment day, every argument that we have against God is going to fail. Every
word that He put in the Bible is going to be proven to be correct and accurate. What is the
only common-sense response? We say, "Lord, You are right, I am wrong; I am going Your
way." That is what he says at the end of chapter four. It would have been a totally different

story if he had said that earlier!

SEAIL: fERHIZH, BATAMETARN —YRERERRINE e E . REENE 1T, HOPHELEERE
SETERARY ., ME— & PRI B2 27 MEAMRRIN: “ W, FoRxthy, T2, FREEVRIE

Ho 7 XA EMESENEREME SR, WERMR— R IXEE, e NS %A F

M !

Did the story of Nebuchadnezzar have a good end? Yes. How could it have had a better end?
If he had obeyed the Lord before the tragedy!

JEAT HERMBTE R RArIG? 21, RAF. (HERARER — D EArRIZERIVE? i i fEARR] & 2L AiTst H O
JIAf == !
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Does God still love His children when they do things that are wrong? Yes. But here is the
question: does God ever speak with convicting power through life's circumstances? Yes. If
God can speak to a little boy regarding a jack-in-the-box, He can speak to you and me and all

the others. He will not leave Himself without witness. Don't wait to respond to God.

ST T SN, A ATIT? R0, (HSRTET: R M EE SRR IR SR fe
CIELINEA? SR, AR — A AR BT — NEOE, MFREREIEN IR, IR A,
R SR I AETTEE A RR2e,  DTSERAEIEL 7 73 |

Are there any questions or comments on chapter four before we get into chapter five?
TEBATENE AT AT, RRMNEUEG AR EEEEE?

Audience question: Was Nebuchadnezzar mentally ill for seven years? Some people say he

contracted a disease, boanthropy, where a person thinks they are an animal.

(ZAFEM: JeAiFFERUBEER RS TRMEOR? A AR T —FnY “ZLE8E" fHE, ANROKE
—MEE, BUNZE R, )

Some people say his disease was boanthropy—it means you are so crazy you think you are an
animal. Was that his disease? No, it was far worse than that! If I thought I was a horse, I
might neigh, but I wouldn't start eating grass. If I had that disease, my hair wouldn't start
growing like eagles' feathers, and my fingernails wouldn't be like birds' claws. It is possible
he had a mental affliction, but what he ended up with was a direct judgment of God, far

beyond any mere disease.

AAVUMBE T “ERE" —EEEMEE TR, BUONESY, AR EEARENS? A, JmEeARA]
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WISk KIGBIET, ERUARILERWREEEHIAN, MmEPFEINE L 2 HIEMRLS, (EMArngiE
R A ELRE R F AR E L, I ARl tHE IR,

Don't explain away the problem by saying, "He got a disease." You know some people do
that: "I know I am a bad person, but you see, I've got this condition." They explain all kinds
of things away, saying, "You are responsible, but I'm not, because I've got a disease." The
other excuse is, "It isn't my fault, it is my environment. You guys are my problem." I keep
thinking of the man who said, "It is not my fault; my mother dropped me on my head when I
was a baby! Don't blame me, blame somebody else." Nebuchadnezzar said, "It was my fault."
Good for him!

THAZEM “MfS 7R” SRIEEIDHE, fEEM, L EEAMERED: “BRERAY, BRE, E
HAUOERZON, 7 MMTCAURKEEAT A R TEDT, AERUL:  “IROTEREMST, MEMRERAH, BROVEER. ™ 5
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God holds you responsible for what He taught you. Chapter five is going to teach us that God
also holds you responsible for what He taught your father and your grandfather. Sometimes
I've got to say, "Harold, you must not do that. You know what God taught your grandfather,
what God taught your father. You had better learn from what God taught them; He doesn't

have to teach you the same hard lesson."

HURAAZ P S IRATAVRIB I BT, T8 AR — P E BT MIE E RS B B SRR MR R A
R, FROENTIHE! ARNREOMEREC: P, 7 ARDIREAT, VRBARAR S S B BRE
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The Pattern of Pride and Belshazzar's Feast

[Daniel 5:1 NKJV] - ! Belshazzar the king made a great feast for a thousand of his

lords, and drank wine in the presence of the thousand.

B ENMBH)— T REBARRE, 51X —T AN,

We are going to find out that this man, Belshazzar, was Nebuchadnezzar's grandson. He
became king, and he decided to throw a massive party. His grandfather had invited all the
people together to the great celebration on the plain of Dura, compelling them to bow down
and worship the image he had set up. Belshazzar simply said, "We will have a great big feast,
and every one of us can get rip-roaring drunk." What a wicked man! A lot of people in the

world reward their associates by plunging them into sin and more sin.

BATREI, XA EREA FEMIIN . MEERMEE, RE2MT 5% E WAL, i
RAFEEARR NERIEAFIRRE, ssIaprE NE AL S EIFRE0F, MEREENT:  “FA1ZXR
PR, LA NERWRISERET AR, 7 XRATEBMORIN B BV fa m B TR R A, w2 s
AR TR, AR IATE AR,

[Daniel 5:2 NKJV] - 2 While he tasted the wine, Belshazzar gave the command to
bring the gold and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken from
the temple which had been in Jerusalem, that the king and his lords, his wives, and

his concubines might drink from them.
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He decided to make them all drunk—that was bad enough. But what was far worse: he took

those vessels from the temple of God.

(A phone rings in the congregation) John, hang up and sit down. I've spoken to you about
that before. You have to listen, just like Belshazzar had to listen. Put that away.

i AT 2 — X BB IR T, ARMEL NEKIRIEE Kk 5 N RBMEHrEdS, (SR
AT 25, fEHEIEE T, AR, IRCAATIEREE IR, IRELITIE, wBAET S E T
BIE—FE, PGSR,

He took the vessels that had been reserved for the use to glorify God, and he said, "I will use
those vessels to bring glory to myself. All the people here will drink in honor of me, and we

will use the holy vessels of God to honor this wickedness."

TE AR BUIRA S L TR AR dy, IERERR:  “REARXERIDRAERE ! EREINRTA AN
PAOUR, BT EA ) L8R RN X BIERER B4 7

[Daniel 5:3-4 NK]JV] - 3 Then they brought the gold vessels that had been taken
from the temple of the house of God which had been in Jerusalem; and the king
and his lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from them. # They drank wine,

and praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze and iron, wood and stone.

TR A HEHR AR fh s AT E AR A ISR, BAIRE, 25, CEAIZES MR, (1P,
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Was that right? Absolutely not.

XA ENRERCAZIL? Wi AEE!

[Daniel 5:5-6 NKJV] - > In the same hour the fingers of a man's hand appeared and
wrote opposite the lampstand on the plaster of the wall of the king's palace; and
the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. ® Then the king's countenance
changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his hips were

loosened and his knees knocked against each other.
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God's sentence upon this man's grandfather came at the very moment he was boasting in
evil; this man did the same thing, and the judgment arrived the same way. The king saw the
hand that wrote. His countenance changed, his thoughts troubled him, the joints of his hips
loosened, and his knees knocked against each other. He had done what was wrong; he knew

he had done what was wrong, and he was terrified.

HAEMRMAE RAVEH], BAEM B SRS NERAIGRR; THX ML 7 EEER, 3 LARAEATER
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Sometimes people ask why a preacher stands behind a pulpit with a solid front. Perhaps it is
so you can preach the truth and the congregation can't see your knees shaking! It is an
awesome, solemn thing to preach the truth of God. But this man wasn't trembling because
he was reverently serving God; he was terrified because he knew he had deeply offended the

Almighty God who created him.

A NTFEERR, At AP ERRTHEE —RER? WFERA TIHEEATEESHEN, NTHNAERE
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That is our study for tonight. We will carry on next week, Lord willing. Thank you for your

patience.
R BA TS, B FRE, BATNESREEDTE, BRRM L,
Let us pray:

Lord, we thank You for Your kindness to us. You are a good God, and Lord, You are a very
patient God. But we thank You that Your patience was demonstrated with Nebuchadnezzar
and Belshazzar, so that we could learn the solemn lessons of Your sovereignty. We thank You
for Your kindness. We pray Your blessing upon each of us. Lord, we pray that You will bless
the saints at 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel, all that we reach out to, and all our families. We

give thanks now in Jesus' name. Amen.
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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