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The Pattern of Rebellion

Welcome again to those who just joined and are just joining. Tonight we are studying in the
Book of Acts, chapter seven. Roy keeps track of where we are. I would forget on my own, so
thank you, Roy. So, Acts chapter seven.
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The story of Acts chapter seven, as you probably know, is the sermon that Stephen preached
in his own defense before they took him out and stoned him. And as such, it's a bit of a
disappointing story. He did defend himself very well, but the audience rebelled against what
he had said. You'll remember from chapter six that the reason he was accused was that they

said he was teaching against Moses, and he was teaching against the temple.
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I've often studied this passage and found it a little bit difficult to understand as we were
going along. So I'm going to give you maybe a conclusion, and then we'll go back and read it
and see if we can follow the logic. First, if we study the conclusion, we'll maybe find it easier
to follow the argument before that. This is the conclusion, and it's his accusation:
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[Acts 7:51-53 NK]JV]

51 "You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist the
Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you. ®> Which of the prophets did your
fathers not persecute? And they killed those who foretold the coming of the Just



One, of whom you now have become the betrayers and murderers, > who have

received the law by the direction of angels and have not kept it."

So he's saying to them, "You are just like your fathers." They rejected the prophets; they

rejected Abraham, Joseph, and Moses; and you rejected Jesus in the same way.
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Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who foretold the
coming of the Just One—that's Jesus—of whom you now have become the betrayers and
murderers, who have received the law by the direction of angels and have not kept it. So that
is the argument that he is raising against them, and it summarizes, if you like, all that has

gone before in his long sermon.
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God's Promise to Abraham

Let's go back now to chapter seven, verse one, and pick up what he says. We've got a rough
idea of the implication of what he says. The accusation is verse fourteen of chapter six:
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[Acts 6:14 NK]JV]
for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and

change the customs which Moses delivered to us."

That was their accusation. So chapter seven and verse one says:
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[Acts 7:1-3 NK]JV]
! Then the high priest said, "Are these things so?" ? And he said, "Brethren and

fathers, listen: The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in



Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran, 3 and said to him, 'Get out of your country

and from your relatives, and come to a land that I will show you.'

The question is: who is he addressing now? The answer is he's addressing "men, brethren,
and fathers." That's the respect that he had for his accusers. It's amazing to me how humble

this man Stephen was. He calls his accusers "brethren," and those who led them, he calls

them "fathers." And then he starts his argument off by going all the way back to Abraham.
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It's interesting that God basically is saying to Abraham, "Abraham, I've got a special plan for
the future. You're part of that plan. You must follow Me; you do what I tell you to do." The
argument of Jesus is similar. He said, "You're not to be following Moses anymore. You must
follow Me, and I will save you, I'll change your life, I'll do all these things. But there's a
change: you can't stay in the Old Testament Pharisaical religion; you've got to trust Jesus as
your Savior." And frankly, they didn't like the prospect of that change.
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[Acts 7:4-5 NK]JV]

4 Then he came out of the land of the Chaldeans and dwelt in Haran. And from
there, when his father was dead, He moved him to this land in which you now
dwell. > And God gave him no inheritance in it, not even enough to set his foot on.
But even when Abraham had no child, He promised to give it to him for a

possession, and to his descendants after him.

This whole theme now is that God is going to give a great blessing to Abraham and to his
descendants, but not necessarily simply to him now.

XA THERI, MR RCRRIGHES BRI FE MRS, ([HIFA—E R A SN R 2 G A M A,



[Acts 7:6-7 NKJV]

6 But God spoke in this way: that his descendants would dwell in a foreign land,
and that they would bring them into bondage and oppress them four hundred
years. 7 'And the nation to whom they will be in bondage I will judge,' said God,

‘and after that they shall come out and serve Me in this place.'

The scribes, the Pharisees, and the priests listening to him would acknowledge at this point
that indeed the problem that befell Abraham's descendants was that Abraham's descendants
did not follow Abraham.
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Joseph and the Patriarchs

Then he talks about giving them the covenant of circumcision in verse eight:
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[Acts 7:8-10 NKJV]

8 Then He gave him the covenant of circumcision; and so Abraham begot Isaac and
circumcised him on the eighth day; and Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot the
twelve patriarchs. ° "And the patriarchs, becoming envious, sold Joseph into Egypt.
But God was with him ! and delivered him out of all his troubles, and gave him
favor and wisdom in the presence of Pharaoh, king of Egypt; and he made him

governor over Egypt and all his house.

These patriarchs, these children of Jacob, with all the promises of God to Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob behind them, and knowing all those promises, still sold Joseph into Egypt. What a
terrible thing! The fathers of the children of Israel were not good men. They rejected the
truths of God in spite of all the blessings of God to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. But in the
mercy of God, God was with Joseph.
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So what is this story so far? God loved Joseph, God loved Abraham, and God was good to
those men. But the descendants of Abraham and the brothers of Joseph were not good men.
God blessed Joseph anyway! And now the story shows the good hand of God upon the
children of Israel:
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[Acts 7:11-16 NKJV]

1 Now a famine and great trouble came over all the land of Egypt and Canaan, and
our fathers found no sustenance. !> But when Jacob heard that there was grain in
Egypt, he sent out our fathers first. '3 And the second time Joseph was made
known to his brothers, and Joseph's family became known to the Pharaoh. '* Then
Joseph sent and called his father Jacob and all his relatives to him, seventy-five
people. > So Jacob went down to Egypt; and he died, he and our fathers. !¢ And
they were carried back to Shechem and laid in the tomb that Abraham bought for a

sum of money from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem.

The goodness of God to the fathers of the Israelites in spite of the fact that they were not
good—that is the story here. The goodness of God, and their lack of love toward the Lord and
His people. Jacob and possibly others were carried back to the land of Israel for burial.
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Moses: The Rejected Deliverer

They were there in Egypt for a long time:
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[Acts 7:17-22 NK]JV]

17 "But when the time of the promise drew near which God had sworn to Abraham,
the people grew and multiplied in Egypt '@ till another king arose who did not know
Joseph. '° This man dealt treacherously with our people, and oppressed our

forefathers, making them expose their babies, so that they might not live. 2° At this



time Moses was born, and was well pleasing to God; and he was brought up in his
father's house for three months. ! But when he was set out, Pharaoh's daughter
took him away and brought him up as her own son. ?2 And Moses was learned in all

the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and deeds.

What Stephen is doing is recounting the story of the children of Israel with two emphases:
number one, the promises that God made to Abraham and to others; and number two, the

rebellion of the people against God and those promises.
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Here again is a reference to the miraculous intervention of God in the life of Moses, and the

elevation of Moses to a high position by Pharaoh. Amazing! What a miracle!
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[Acts 7:23-25 NK]JV]

23 "Now when he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren,
the children of Israel. ?* And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended and
avenged him who was oppressed, and struck down the Egyptian. ?° For he
supposed that his brethren would have understood that God would deliver them by
his hand, but they did not understand.

God was working. Moses was beginning to lead the children of Israel. And the question is:
are they going to believe Moses? They believed Abraham and Joseph in part, but only in part,
and ultimately turned against them both. Now here is Moses: are they going to believe

Moses?
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There is a sense in which verse twenty-five is a key summary verse to what he is saying. He
is saying they should have understood that Moses was the answer to their prayers. They
should have been humbled before him, but in fact they resisted him. They rejected him who
was to be their savior. And the key is: they did not understand. They should have understood,

but they would not understand.
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So the story goes on:
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[Acts 7:26-28 NKJV]

26 And the next day he appeared to two of them as they were fighting, and tried to
reconcile them, saying, 'Men, you are brethren; why do you wrong one another?' 27
But he who did his neighbor wrong pushed him away, saying, 'Who made you a
ruler and a judge over us? 2% Do you want to kill me as you did the Egyptian

yesterday?"

So they not only rejected Moses, but they accused him. The problem is God was sending
them a savior; they said, "No, we don't want that savior, and we accuse that savior. He is not

God's man at all."
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[Acts 7:29-30 NKJV]
29 Then, at this saying, Moses fled and became a dweller in the land of Midian,
where he had two sons. 3° "And when forty years had passed, an Angel of the Lord

appeared to him in a flame of fire in a bush, in the wilderness of Mount Sinai.

It is interesting to note the frequent use of the word "forty years" in this story. How long was
Moses in the land of Midian? Forty years. How old was Moses when he was sent to deliver
Israel? Forty years, that is what verse twenty-three says. So God was forty years preparing
Moses for his job, and another forty years preparing Israel to receive Moses.
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It is foolish to reject God's salvation and God's offer. You may end up spending just as long
afterwards before you get to the blessing of God. How foolish these fathers were, rejecting

Moses!
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[Acts 7:31 NKJV]
31 When Moses saw it, he marveled at the sight; and as he drew near to observe,

the voice of the Lord came to him,

Moses saw the evidence of the miracle of God in the burning bush, and he turned aside to
look. By contrast, the children of Israel saw the miracle of God in Moses forty years earlier,

and instead of turning aside to look, they rejected him and betrayed him.
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[Acts 7:32-34 NK]JV]

32 saying, 'I am the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob.' And Moses trembled and dared not look. 33 'Then the LORD said
to him, "Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy
ground. 3* I have surely seen the oppression of My people who are in Egypt; I have
heard their groaning and have come down to deliver them. And now come, I will

send you to Egypt."'

God spoke to Moses, and Moses was humbled. But when God spoke to the fathers, they were

not humbled. How good and how gracious God is!
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[Acts 7:35-37 NK]JV]
35 "This Moses whom they rejected, saying, 'Who made you a ruler and a judge?' is
the one God sent to be a ruler and a deliverer by the hand of the Angel who

appeared to him in the bush. 3¢ He brought them out, after he had shown wonders



and signs in the land of Egypt, and in the Red Sea, and in the wilderness forty
years. 37 "This is that Moses who said to the children of Israel, 'The LORD your God

will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your brethren. Him you shall hear.'

This again is a key verse: "This Moses whom they rejected... is the one God sent to be a ruler
and a deliverer." He is going to argue at the end of this that they rejected Jesus after God

had sent Him to be the Deliverer.
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Did God give the children of Israel evidence that Moses was their savior? Yes. How did He do
that? Over and over and over again, God gave them miracles to authenticate that Moses was
the deliverer. These people who are accusing Stephen were basically saying, "Moses was the
deliverer. We believe in Moses; our fathers didn't, but we believe in Moses!" And so Stephen
says to them in verse thirty-seven: "This is that Moses who said to the children of Israel, 'The
LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your brethren. Him you shall

hear.
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The argument now is that Moses said, "God is going to send you another Prophet; you must
listen to Him." And of course, that other Prophet was Jesus. And the children of Israel

rejected Him; these very men had put Him to death.
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The ldolatry of the Heart

[Acts 7:38-41 NKJV]
38 "This is he who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the Angel who
spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with our fathers, the one who received the living

oracles to give to us, 3° whom our fathers would not obey, but rejected. And in their



hearts they turned back to Egypt, %° saying to Aaron, 'Make us gods to go before
us; as for this Moses who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what
has become of him.' ! And they made a calf in those days, offered sacrifices to the

idol, and rejoiced in the works of their own hands.

Their fathers rejected Moses, and in their hearts they turned back to Egypt. They basically
said, "We don't want to follow Moses; we're going back to Egypt. This wilderness life is no
good for us; we don't want that."
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So what were their sins? Number one: they rejected Moses. Number two: they made a calf
and worshiped it instead. And then verse forty-one ends with the amazing line: "and rejoiced
in the works of their own hands." They were happier with the calf that they made than they
were with the God who did all those miracles in Egypt, at the Red Sea, and in the wilderness.
Many, many miracles—they didn't rejoice in them; they rejoiced in the calf that they had
made.
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Is that typical of people in the world today? Yes! We reject God. We don't honor Him; we
don't glorify Him as we should. But the world around us loves what they have made

themselves, and they worship that.
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And so God's response is just and predictable:
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[Acts 7:42-43 NK]JV]
42 Then God turned and gave them up to worship the host of heaven, as it is written
in the book of the Prophets:

'Did you offer Me slaughtered animals and sacrifices during forty years in the

wilderness,
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O house of Israel?

43 You also took up the tabernacle of Moloch,
And the star of your god Remphan,

Images which you made to worship;

And I will carry you away beyond Babylon.'

The fathers of the people who had taken Stephen captive had so completely rejected God
and His mercy that God was going to carry them away into Babylon—which, of course, He
did! This is how the fathers treated Abraham, Joseph, and Moses. The fathers rejected them
all.
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The True Temple and the Final Accusation

Now Stephen is going to turn his thoughts toward the holy place. Remember, the accusation

against Stephen was that he spoke against Moses and against the temple.
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[Acts 7:44-47 NKJV]

44 "Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as He appointed,
instructing Moses to make it according to the pattern that he had seen, > which
our fathers, having received it in turn, also brought with Joshua into the land
possessed by the Gentiles, whom God drove out before the face of our fathers until
the days of David, 46 who found favor before God and asked to find a dwelling for

the God of Jacob. 47 But Solomon built Him a house.

The fathers built the tabernacle, and then they carried it into the promised land, and it was

there until the days of David. But Stephen says:
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[Acts 7:48-50 NKJV]
48 "However, the Most High does not dwell in temples made with hands, as the

prophet says:

49 '"Heaven is My throne,

And earth is My footstool.

What house will you build for Me? says the LORD,
Or what is the place of My rest?

50 Has My hand not made all these things?"

These people had accepted the temple, but they had rejected the God of the temple. And
when, in accordance with the prophets, the Lord Jesus came as God to the temple, they
respected the temple building, but they killed the Lord Jesus.
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So Stephen's argument culminates in the summary we read earlier in verse fifty-one:
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[Acts 7:51-53 NK]JV]

51 "You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist the
Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you. > Which of the prophets did your
fathers not persecute? And they killed those who foretold the coming of the Just
One, of whom you now have become the betrayers and murderers, > who have
received the law by the direction of angels and have not kept it."

As Christians today, we look back at what happened in biblical history, and we say, "Yes, the
people of the world today are rejecting God just as they did then." And even in the church,
many are rejecting God as they did then.
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Here are their problems in verse fifty-one: number one, they were stiff-necked. Number two,
they were uncircumcised in heart and ears. They may have gone through a physical

operation, but it didn't change their heart. Number three, verse fifty-two: which of the
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prophets did your fathers not persecute? Our fathers rejected the truth of God as well.
Number four: they killed those who foretold the coming of the Just One.
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The fathers killed the prophets. And we look back in our history, and we say our fathers
killed prophets too. I've told you that our family has history in Scotland. Four or five hundred
years ago, the men of Scotland took prophets of God, preachers of the Lord Jesus Christ, and
pushed them over the cliff and killed them.
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So verse fifty-two is the culmination of Stephen's accusation against them: "Whom you now
have become the betrayers and murderers." You were the ones who killed the Lord Jesus. It's
just like rejecting Moses, Joseph, and Abraham: you killed the prophets. And verse fifty-
three: "who have received the law by the direction of angels and have not kept it."
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The fathers had rejected the message of God all down through the Old Testament. The
priests who were accusing Stephen had also rejected that same message. When their
argument was destroyed and the accusation was leveled against them, instead of saying, "We

are sorry; yes, we were wrong!"—instead of that:
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[Acts 7:54 NK]JV]
54 When they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed at
him with their teeth.
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Have you noticed that most people today, when rebuked by the gospel, instead of repenting
become angry and turn away? That was true repeatedly in the Gospels. When the Lord Jesus
exposed their hypocrisy, instead of repenting, they took counsel to kill Him. That is the
typical response of men. You and I have got to say, "By the grace of God, we are not going to

be like that! By the grace of God, I am not going to be like those fathers."
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The First Martyr and His Falling Asleep

Instead of getting angry at them, as would have been the normal human reaction, we read

about Stephen's reaction in verse fifty-five:
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[Acts 7:55-56 NK]JV]
55 But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God,
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, °® and said, "Look! I see the heavens

opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!"

How gracious of Stephen! How good of God to reveal that to Stephen! Stephen not only saw

it, but he spoke of it. He saw it, he explained it, and they rebelled against him.
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[Acts 7:57-58 NKJV]
57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and ran at him with
one accord; °® and they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses

laid down their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul.

A terrible scene—very like the scene when the Lord Jesus Christ was crucified. And verse
fifty-eight ends with what we call an aside: "and the witnesses laid down their clothes at the

feet of a young man named Saul." Saul of Tarsus, who ultimately became Paul the apostle,
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was part of the group that stoned Stephen. What a heartache that fact must have been when
Paul became a mighty man of God and realized that he had been responsible in part for the

death of this wonderful man, Stephen!
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S5 MAKTAIRRE — R, HRP JEREGHARMEH, BIREH B R SOXFE— 0 EERT5IE 1
ARAHEE SRR, MBATPCIZ R A SE AR !

[Acts 7:59-60 NK]JV]

59 And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, "Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit." 6° Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do
not charge them with this sin." And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

Did he believe in Jesus? Yes! And as he was dying, he prayed to the Lord Jesus. I marvel at
the humility and grace of this man. He's being killed by these wicked people, and he cries to
the Lord and says, "Lord, do not charge them with this sin." Other sins would have had to be
laid to their charge, but he said, "Lord, please don't lay this sin to their charge."

fibfFSEHRERIS? J2AY! TEALIRSEZ PR, Ml EERERYE 5 AR TIX DS LA A e 5 R, fth
IETESOXBERARIRE, AMRER: "W, AERXIEIA T 7 15 B TETE 2 TREE, (EfhA]
PR W], OSRECAZRRFRAVIRIEMATL B, 7

That's similar to what the Lord Jesus said when He was crucified, isn't it? Did Jesus love
those who killed Him? Yes. Did Stephen love those who killed him? Yes. Does the Lord Jesus
love you and me? Yes. Hallelujah!

X5 FEHBERAET 7 2R A A (T AR (B BRERZ AR R F A NIS? J2HY, AT R Z AR R F A A
M2 J2H), EHRERE URFIERIL? 2R, MEAEE L]

That's where our story ends, with this one line at the very end: "And when he had said this,
he fell asleep." Why the word "asleep"? Why didn't it simply say, "Then Stephen died"? The
answer is because when a Christian leaves this life, the body dies, but in a spiritual sense the
person does not perish; he goes to heaven. The body is dead for a while, but it is going to be
resurrected. Therefore, the physical state is described as being asleep—not dead, but asleep.

MCRAEROR B DAUZAE— AR A5 "W 7IXIE, iRk 7, 7 O ARAEM e T XNE? A
HEEW “FHRERAE T ? BHRE: HEAEEE N, BEARME LTI, HERSFRET, mREAA TR
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When I was a child, I would often notice that my father went to sleep, but he got up in the
morning. Many years later, I was with my father and holding his hand. I knew my father was
dying. There were only three of us in the room: my father, my sister, and I. I was holding his
hand. After a few minutes, I said to myself, "Something is wrong; my father's hand is cold." I
reached out and touched his arm, and his arm was cold. I said to my sister, "He's gone,

Norma. He's gone to heaven."

HAER, WEUESCEARE, EMEREINER, RBELE, WEHECRESS, BEMNT, BRNE
Al tit, SR RERE =N JWIUE, RAVEEMIR, RERREECRNT. & 7L, Tk
s CHEAXE), SORIITR T, T BPFEMTE, BETEHRKE T, BOHEER: EE, K
BT MERKT, 7

What is the biblical word to describe that? The biblical word is: he went to sleep. What is
going to happen in the morning? We're going to see him in the morning! He'll have a new
body, and it's not going to be cold. The great hope of the Christian is that the believer
doesn't truly die; he falls asleep. In the resurrection morning, he is going to wake up with a
new body, and he will be wide awake. When the Lord Jesus returns, I think I'm going to
spend some time with my father right at the beginning, because I was with him right at the

end.

EZ MM 2RI REIX—Z1? ZL MR i 7 2IREENERIZEMNLA? EERBIMNESME
& MR — BB SR, IS IAREUKR, BB ERRIENE T EHFTFAREIEEE, M2LR
MEXR, fERIEHTEREERN, DHERBIGT S AR, B, SRR R, R—EEE—IT
UL R IRAI AR, RN FEM A RA R TR a5, ERIERIAR IR E S — I A S bR 1E,

Victory out of Defeat

That's the story of this great man, Stephen. It's the story of the foolish, wicked fathers, and
the wicked men who killed Stephen just like their fathers. But the grace of God is that the
Lord saved Saul out of this particular mess. If the Lord can save Saul, then He can save you
and me and the others we tell about the gospel of Jesus Christ. Praise the Lord, it's not

hopeless; it's full of hope.

KRR TR POX AR ZER IR, IR PR TEZMERHESE, DIRERGE A R AR EF R
ZENHICR, AT F O R T, EIEREIXECURELAERE A, R 7Y, R ERERRE
DA, HUFEIRERERRKR, BAIFTAITEEBEETIIA. #EE, XPRAENGR, M2 En
IE!
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That's our study for tonight; we're going to leave it there. Next week, Lord willing, we will be
in chapter eight. This was a key time in the life of the New Testament church. Stephen was
the first of many martyrs, but he was martyred in a victorious way. Is this a sign of doom to
follow, or is this the foundation of something wonderful to come? By the grace of God, this is
not the sound of doom; this is the shout of victory. Stephen has gone to heaven; he did not

die in vain.

XFRBATOMAES], BAEEXE, FRMMREFA], FOPEEAS/\FE, ZRHFABR L LR
N ZI, FESRORARZIIEE PRI 0L, EALRERRRISIERIIE, XRBKRIEIK, IERARRKFRE
SREHBERL? SR phR R, XA EBORHEsp, 2RIl AR EIIARE, R E A

Tito
Let's have a word of prayer:
LEFRATRO R -

Lord, we thank You that out of defeat, You are the God who brings forth victory. We thank
You for this great man, Stephen. We pray that we might be strong in the face of adversity as
he was. We thank You that out of the difficulties that he suffered, the church grew stronger.

May that be true of our lives as well.
FM, FRAVEEYR, FOAEBPRIMAIBGES, YREm ke 2R, A8 R RO AR R AT

WRER R, SRR B THEARMERIR I AT, tHeEBAML—FENISRS 7, BAVER, RS MRy, &
R PLIEIR ], XA B FE R BAERRA 1 — D AR a2 .,

We give thanks now for all Your kindness to us, and pray Your blessing upon us. We pray that
You will watch over us for good and build Your church. Build 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel, we

pray! We give thanks now in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

BATRIABA AR — V)28 Z R LR, RIWEGRES AL, RIFRFEBIRAN], ErE =,
BATBRYZE BB T e ! BATTR EREATR, BFETERE B R E 4, Fl,

Thank you to all of you tonight. Good to see you, especially those from far away. May the

Lord bless us all.

BRSNS S, RESABISAL, Rk ik, R G ERATARN !

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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