Belshazzar the King: Weighed in the Balance

Preacher: Harold Summers

Date: September 29, 2026

Church: 16th Avenue Gospel Chapel

References: Daniel 5, Daniel 5:1-26; Romans 1:21; Revelation 14:6-7; Hebrews 9:27

The Rise and Fall of Kings

So today, I want to start with this question: Would you like to be king? Nebuchadnezzar was
king, and Belshazzar was king, and a lot of other men were king. Would you like to be king?
Okay, so that's where we're going to start.
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All right, Daniel chapter 5. And we're going to spend a lot of time on the first three words. It
says: "Belshazzar the king." So this is going to be a lot about Belshazzar the king. I'm going

to start by telling you a number of things that this verse does not say.
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First of all, history said very little about this man, Belshazzar the king. So much so that many
critics said this book, the Bible, cannot be accurate, because history doesn't tell us anything
about Belshazzar the king. But then recently, the historians and the archaeologists have
come across more information that has declared that, in fact, Belshazzar was king at the
time that this chapter said he was. So basically, archaeology has proven that the Bible is
accurate after all.
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The archaeology that told us about Belshazzar told us about others between
Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar. Nebuchadnezzar was the king; he was very powerful, he
was basically king of the world. And you remember that he resisted God. God spoke to him
many times; he said, "No, I'm the king, I'm the boss." And so you'll remember that in our
story last week we read that he became a victim of a terrible disease or a terrible affliction

from God, and as a matter of fact, he lived like an animal for seven years. Some of us might



say, "Well, I wouldn't mind being a king when I was the boss, but I wouldn't want to be king

for seven years when I was just an animal."
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What we don't read is: when did Nebuchadnezzar die? The archaeology that identifies
Belshazzar says Nebuchadnezzar died probably within two or three years of his resuming the
kingdom after his terrible stint as an animal. So it was a wonderful thing that he was
restored to God and that he had two or three years at the end of his life, but after he had

come to acknowledge God, he didn't live very long.
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When he died, his son became king in his stead. That makes sense; that's a good sign. But
within two years of that man becoming king, he was assassinated—he was murdered by his
brother-in-law. If you were a king, there could be real problems in your family; princes don't
always get along very well. So here's this Nebuchadnezzar, and everything's fine, and his son
takes over, and his own son-in-law kills the king. And this new king lived for four years. You
murder somebody—you murder your own brother-in-law—and what you get is four years as
king! And after four years, he died. And so his son now becomes king. It's the grandson now
who is king in Babylon. How long was his grandson king? Less than one year. Why? Because
he was killed, probably by his brother-in-law or uncle, or someone in the family. Would you

like that family? They kill one another.
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Okay, so this new king now is on the throne, we're not sure for how long. And then he
decides to retire. So he moves away from Babylon to Arabia. Does that make sense? You kill

one of your relatives in order to become king, and then you move away. And so when he ran



away, he said to his son, "You become king instead of me; you take over." And the man who
took over was Belshazzar. What a mess! The greatest kingdom that the world ever knew was
Belshazzar's kingdom, and his family slaughtered one another to get this kingdom, and when

he finally got it, he turned and ran away.
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Now we can learn a lot from that. All you need in your life is the blessing of God. But if you
decide you're going to be a man like Nebuchadnezzar—"I'm going to do it my way, I'll get
what I want, I'll show the people who I am"—you end up with two things: number one,
heartache for yourself when you look at your family, and heartache for the family. Don't try to
tell God you know better than He knows: "I'll run my life my way, God." Don't ever do that.
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The Impious Feast

So the story of chapter 5 of Daniel is going to be the story of one afternoon and evening in

the life of the Babylonian kingdom. Let's read verse 1 again:
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[Daniel 5:1 NKJV] - Belshazzar the king made a great feast for a thousand of his

lords, and drank wine in the presence of the thousand.

Now, there are many reasons behind what we have got here, and I'll sort of jump ahead to
explain it. He made a great banquet, and he made it for those in his kingdom, the leaders in
his kingdom, and for his wives, as we'll find out—a great big party. What did they do at the
party? They drank wine. Have you ever noticed that many, many parties in the world are just
an opportunity and an excuse to get together to drink? Shame on them! Many people like to
get to a senior position in business or elsewhere because when they get up there, they can

have a party, and they like the party because they can get all they can drink. I probably told



you that many years ago, I had a position in a company, and it was a good position in that I
could order all the liquor I could drink and they would pay for it. And I saved the company a
lot of money because I never did drink any. But here is Belshazzar now. We'll find out that
he's in a deep mess, and he says what we're going to do is we're going to have a really good
party.
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All right, let's look at verse 2 to see what's going on there.
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[Daniel 5:2 NKJV] - While he tasted the wine, Belshazzar gave the command to
bring the gold and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken from
the temple which had been in Jerusalem, that the king and his lords, his wives, and

his concubines might drink from them.

What was this party all about? Drinking wine. It's mentioned three times in the first two
verses, and then it's going to be mentioned again and again and again in the verses that
follow. All it is, is: "Let's have a party." What's the party for? It's an excuse to get drunk.
That's why the Christian doesn't have very much to do with the world's parties. What a
shameful thing!
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In addition to that, he said, "This isn't an ordinary drunk. We're going to make it a special
drunk. We're going to get the very best liquor glasses you can get." This is my glass of water,
and Roy brought it for me because he knows that sometimes I get pretty dry. Now, this is a
good glass of water. Would it be better water if it were in one of those white cups that some
of you have got? You say, of course not; water is just water. What if, in fact, this were a silver
cup? Would the water be any better? What if it were a gold cup? Would the water be any



better? No. So why did he bring in all these fancy cups from Jerusalem? Because he was
saying two things: "Not only do I want you guys all to get drunk—this is my way of rewarding
you—but you know that we don't care about that God in Jerusalem. He had beautiful cups,
but we don't care about Him; all we care about is ourselves." Do you respect this man,

Belshazzar? No, something was very, very wrong.
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All right, verse 3.
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[Daniel 5:3 NKJV] - Then they brought the gold vessels that had been taken from
the temple of the house of God which had been in Jerusalem; and the king and his

lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from them.

How often have we heard that they were drinking wine? Four times in the first three verses!

What does verse 4 say?
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[Daniel 5:4 NK]JV] - They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold and silver,

bronze and iron, wood and stone.

They drank wine, and we've already heard that! Why would you repeat it? Five times now!
What's going on? They drank wine and praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze and iron,
wood and stone. What do you know about the gods of gold and silver? What do you know
about the other gods? Isaiah talks about them. He quotes God saying: they have eyes, but
they can't see; they have ears, but they can't hear; they have hands, but they can't do
anything; they have feet, but they can't go anywhere. Most people in the world today serve
gods who can't do anything. And they were laughing at that God. You can imagine them as



they filled their glasses again, raised them up, and what would they say? They said, "These
came from that so-called God in Jerusalem. We conquered Him so long ago, and there's
nothing to it. Absolute nonsense!" And they would laugh and drink some more wine. So you
can imagine the uproar at the party—everybody having a great time, everybody laughing,

everybody getting out of control.
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The Writing on the Plaster

Verse 5:
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[Daniel 5:5-6 NKJV] - ° In the same hour the fingers of a man's hand appeared and
wrote opposite the lampstand on the plaster of the wall of the king's palace; and
the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. ® Then the king's countenance
changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his hips were

loosened and his knees knocked against each other.

Is that surprising? You can imagine the whole place: what is going on? They look up on the
wall, and they see the fingers of a man's hand. And he wrote on the plaster. What kind of
pencil or pen did he write with when he wrote on the plaster? Do you think he had a can of
black paint and a paintbrush? He wrote with his finger. What was the ink? Did he break his
finger so there was blood, and did he write it in red blood? Can you remember any other
time in the Bible when God wrote? You go back to the story of Moses, and God wrote on the
stones; He wrote with His finger, and He inscribed with His finger in the stone. So this was a
big auditorium; there were thousands of people there. I think He wrote with His finger, and I
think He had a big finger at that point! I don't think He wrote on the plaster; I think He
wrote in the plaster. And I think the people who were sitting at the tables under that wall,



when He started writing, the plaster would fall on them as He was writing. I think that was a
pretty scary event.
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It was obviously God who was writing. And it was obvious that they were drinking from the
cups of a God they said didn't matter and wasn't there at all. And God said, "Hang on a
minute! Those are My glasses you're using. I'm going to send a message to you." Why do you
think Belshazzar was so upset? His knees knocked one against another; the joints of his hips
were loose. Do you think he was scared? Do you think he realized something was up? I think
if you had asked, "Belshazzar, do you know what's happening?" I think he probably would
have said, "I'm not sure of the details, but I know one thing: God is angry with me." I think
he knew that, and he was scared silly. And I think a lot of the other people in the thousands

who were there realized something bad was happening as well.
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All right, verse 7:
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[Daniel 5:7 NKJV] - The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans,
and the soothsayers. The king spoke, saying to the wise men of Babylon, "Whoever
reads this writing, and tells me its interpretation, shall be clothed with purple and
have a chain of gold around his neck; and he shall be the third ruler in the

kingdom."



The king cried aloud—you can imagine the word "aloud" there is probably an
understatement. He probably cried and said, "What is going on?" And he called to bring in
the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. And notice that strange line to end the
verse: "He shall be the third ruler in the kingdom." Many people said that's a foolish line,
and they rejected the book of Daniel because whoever would have thought they would make
him the third ruler? Who was the first ruler? Who was the second ruler? Why was he the

third ruler?
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Who was the first ruler in the kingdom? That was Belshazzar's father; he was over in Arabia,
but he was still king. Who was the second ruler in the kingdom? Well, that would have been
Belshazzar. Who is going to be the third ruler in the kingdom? The one who had enough
intelligence to know what that said and what it meant. He knew that it was God who wrote
that, and he knew that the person who had enough intelligence to understand it and
interpret it should be third ruler in the kingdom. So what does he get? He'll be clothed in
purple—that was the clothing of a king, because only a king could afford to be clothed in
purple; purple was a very expensive dye in those days. And he would have a chain of gold

around his neck to show that he's boss and rich.
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Verse 8:

E RV

[Daniel 5:8-9 NKJV] - 8 Now all the king's wise men came, but they could not read
the writing, or make known to the king its interpretation. ° Then King Belshazzar

was greatly troubled, his countenance was changed, and his lords were astonished.



He recognizes he's in deep trouble. And his advisers, all of them there, many of them half

drunk, are all concerned.

fth

el

RENE R T4, AR AT e, Vre AFEEE, 207K,

The Queen's Counsel

Verse 10: "The queen, because of the words of the king and his lords, came to the banquet
hall." Who was this queen? We're not told. All we know is that she was queen, and she wasn't
invited to the party, or she wasn't at the party. So we're not really sure, but apparently she's
a very intelligent, wise woman. It's quite possible she was Belshazzar's mother. Has there
ever been a son who threw a party whose mother would have been ashamed of what
happened at that party? That happens all the time. Everybody has a mother, and some people
have a different kind of mother than other people.
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I had a mother who once told me this—you tell me whether you agree with her wisdom. She
said, "Harold, if you're ever going to have to do something really bad, I want you to do it at
home." I don't know that I responded; I think I was sort of overwhelmed! And she said this:
"Harold, if you do something really bad, something bad is going to happen to you. And if
you're not at home, who's going to help you? Harold, if you're going to do something really
bad, you do it at home, so at least I can help you." Frankly, I'm pretty proud of my mother. I
didn't say, "Oh yeah, yippee, tomorrow I'm going to be really bad!" I said, "Lord, please keep
me from doing something bad; I don't want to embarrass my mother."
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So anyway, this queen appears. Verse 10 again:
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[Daniel 5:10-12 NKJV] - 1 The queen, because of the words of the king and his
lords, came to the banquet hall. The queen spoke, saying, "O king, live forever! Do
not let your thoughts trouble you, nor let your countenance change. '' There is a
man in your kingdom in whom is the Spirit of the Holy God. And in the days of your
father, light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, were
found in him; and King Nebuchadnezzar your father--your father the king--made
him chief of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers. ' Inasmuch
as an excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, interpreting dreams, solving
riddles, and explaining enigmas were found in this Daniel, whom the king named

Belteshazzar, now let Daniel be called, and he will give the interpretation."

What do you think about this woman? Do you think she might have been a good woman? I
just wonder whether she was a woman who became converted to the God of heaven, just as
Nebuchadnezzar did. She had great wisdom; she knew where the solution lay.
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I want you to note one other thing. History doesn't tell us precisely the relationship between
Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar. But I want you to note in verse 11, she says that
Nebuchadnezzar—three or four times—was his father: "in the days of your father," "and King
Nebuchadnezzar your father," and then she repeats it: "your father the king." What was the
relationship between Belshazzar and Nebuchadnezzar? Nebuchadnezzar was the father, or
grandfather, or maybe even great-grandfather—we're not told all the details. We are told,
one way or the other, Nebuchadnezzar was the father and Belshazzar was responsible to his
father.

PRI ERFIER S —FF. TR R e e S E M R Mg R, HBERS1
T, W =PURAEEIEAT HEMUB A Ak “HERREEKNE T, “RRJEMBEM” , “W2TM

R o AP HETER HEMEBRZF 2Kk R? e e trses, MR, HERTREREHRK —ELK
AR, Joitinf], ZsCEIREA], JemHEfugsetle R, MHHIDHO f/etE A 32 5920l 5 52
T

Now let me just jump ahead to the conclusion here. God calls you and me to be responsible
for everything He taught us. When I was in school, I would speak to the teacher with a
question. Sometimes he would say to me, "What's the matter with you, Harold? I told you the
answer to that question yesterday. Weren't you listening?" And so when people stand before

God—and we all will stand before God—]Jesus will be our judge. And we will say something to

10



Him, and He'll say, "Excuse me, but don't you remember I taught you that?" And He will
remind us of the circumstances, and He will remind us of our responses to the
circumstances, when we acknowledge that He was God and we were wrong or right. Each of
us is responsible to God for what God taught us. This chapter is going to teach us that we are
responsible for what God taught our fathers. That's true of our earthly fathers; it's also true
of our heavenly Father and what He taught us in the Bible. Remember, if God taught your
father a lesson, you had better pay attention to it: God taught him!
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Daniel Before the King

Now, what do we know about this man Daniel? In the chapters that follow, we're going to
learn that he was an outstanding prophet. He basically wrote down and told the world what
was going to happen in the future. What kind of a character was he here in Babylon? What
kind of reputation did he have? Absolutely marvelous! Verse 12: he had an excellent spirit.
Would you like to meet a man like that? He had knowledge, he had understanding, he could
interpret dreams, he could solve riddles, he could explain enigmas. You can understand why
Nebuchadnezzar promoted him; he was a pretty good guy to have around.
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All right, verse 13:
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[Daniel 5:13 NKJV] - Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king spoke,
and said to Daniel, "Are you that Daniel who is one of the captives from Judah,

whom my father the king brought from Judah?
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Why did he say, "Are you that Daniel?" Didn't he know him? For how long had Daniel been
prime minister of the empire of Babylon? For many, many years! Why didn't Belshazzar know
him? Belshazzar had been king for a while; why didn't he consult Daniel? Because he didn't
care about Daniel. He didn't care about Daniel's God. He decided he was going to make fun
of Daniel's God. How did he even know that these gold and silver vessels were in the safety
deposit boxes or treasuries of Babylon? Because he cared about the money; he didn't care
about the God behind the vessels. He didn't care about Daniel, because he knew Daniel was
going to tell him about God, and he didn't want God—he wanted to get drunk.
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Verse 14:
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[Daniel 5:14-16 NKJV] - * I have heard of you, that the Spirit of God is in you, and
that light and understanding and excellent wisdom are found in you. '> Now the
wise men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me, that they should read
this writing and make known to me its interpretation, but they could not give the
interpretation of the thing. '® And I have heard of you, that you can give
interpretations and explain enigmas. Now if you can read the writing and make
known to me its interpretation, you shall be clothed with purple and have a chain

of gold around your neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom."

Why didn't you know him personally, Mr. Belshazzar? Because you didn't care about God. He
says, "Now the wise men and the astrologers have been brought before me... but they could
not give the interpretation." Belshazzar knew that nobody else could solve this problem.
Verse 16: "I have heard of you, that you can give interpretations and explain enigmas." Why
do people turn to Jesus Christ? Two reasons: number one, no one else can solve the problem.
If you don't believe it, look at the last two thousand years. Number two, Jesus can solve the
problem. And if you don't believe it, look at what God, through Jesus, has done in the lives of

millions of people over the last two thousand years.
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Verse 16 goes on: "Now if you can read the writing and make known to me its interpretation,
you shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around your neck, and shall be the
third ruler in the kingdom." Is that a big deal? That's a big deal! He didn't say, "I know you
used to be the second ruler in the kingdom." Because in the days of Nebuchadnezzar,
Nebuchadnezzar was king, and number two was Daniel. Now at the end of his life,

Belshazzar says, "I'm going to make you number three."

BTSN “BUEIRGREBNX X, fEUHRS IR, MBS RAGHE T, Do, EREHMLISH
= 7 XM TAERREN? W EER! tiEE:  "BANEIRE 2 EE A RS, 7
NERARERNAR, JemEfvgmmB £, M58 A2 E B, 53] 7 EDIFRRIME, (A7 A
i CIREBMRNE =MRIEE, 7

The Indictment of Pride

What's Daniel's response? Verse 17:

HDABLZ AN a] [|] BLFY? 55177 :

[Daniel 5:17 NKJV] - Then Daniel answered, and said before the king, "Let your
gifts be for yourself, and give your rewards to another; yet I will read the writing to

the king, and make known to him the interpretation.

"I don't want your gifts; give your rewards to somebody else. Yet I will read the writing to the
king and make known to him the interpretation." Now, it's interesting: he's going to give a
preamble to his answer. You will often find, as you go to the Lord with questions, He will give
you a preamble to His answer. Don't run away halfway through the preamble! Wait for His
answer. He may have a few things to say to you or to others before He gives the answer that

you want. Here is this wonderful preamble to this great question:

UREALIRTDURIRE C, PREIEIG R DUABIA; AN Euxsey, EiFREIRE. " ARENE, ft
A HRAERZAL, ol 7 —BRRKIVHEBATS . RR&M, SR8 RS Emaih, MEERES
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[Daniel 5:18-19 NK]JV] - '® O king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your
father a kingdom and majesty, glory and honor. '° And because of the majesty that
He gave him, all peoples, nations, and languages trembled and feared before him.
Whomever he wished, he executed; whomever he wished, he kept alive; whomever

he wished, he set up; and whomever he wished, he put down.

How did Nebuchadnezzar get it? Belshazzar would have said, "He was a smart man, he was a
strong man, he was a brilliant planner, a brilliant military genius." Daniel says, "King, you
know the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar a kingdom." And verse 19 says that because
of the majesty that God gave him, all peoples, nations, and languages trembled and feared
before him. Was he great? Was he powerful? Why? God gave him all that! Whomever he
wished, he executed; whomever he wished, he kept alive; whomever he wished, he set up;
and whomever he wished, he put down. How on earth did he ever get such power? God gave

it to him.

JEmRERUZ NS EX—PIR? Efelge=:  “MIERE N, B9/t &1iEe, 20E81%ESR
KA. 7 ABDABHANL:  “EW, E&SEeiEEEGS TIRRIEMTER. ” BI9TEH, KehATELa M
7, SFEL TR, SERE N M AT SR, tERI? A BWRIES? 27 RORIX— IR
Wzafthiy! ] DIBEREASR, BEETRE, MfEh B3R 2 A W RABUR? 225 !

How do you have the gifts that you have? God gave them to you. How does the other man on
the street have what he has? God gave it to him. And so often, we and the people out there
are filled with pride, and we say, "I've got a great gift; I must really be somebody!" Daniel
says to Belshazzar: "The first thing you have to remember is this: it was God who gave your
father everything that he had. God gave it to him."

RSB 2INEIRIARIA T RIG? 2EGAIRN, 5 BRI 2MEmIIpnea I —o? 2 E
Waga IR, 2RI, FATRItH BRI ANEERAAEGER, BEW: “"FAETLELRK, REZ D7
IR 7 ABDAE RS By IR ER S — PRl RIRRFHEN—Y), 2R
afry; BT T ATER 7

Verse 20:

207
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[Daniel 5:20 NKJV] - But when his heart was lifted up, and his spirit was hardened
in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him.

If you get a gift, what do you do with it? What do you say? When you were a child, when I
was a child, when we got a gift, we were told to say, "Thank you." That makes a fair amount
of sense. What do you do with a child who won't say thank you? You probably don't give him

a gift next time! God gave Nebuchadnezzar all this, and he didn't pay any attention.

QRIS E] T —1HLY, IREFEMA? IRRELRIE? SIRERMAT. BTIER ML IR, F53K
ML), KFELITEEATGE: B, " XEEHEHERE T R ML FICIRINATEA & A,
RSB LNHE? MRIRREEEA S ALY 7! X DRGSR ER, itz ak, 2R
Mo

Then verse 21, summarizing much of the story of chapter 4 that we talked about last week:

EH217, S T RAEB =SS, _ERTHERI A

[Daniel 5:21 NKJV] - Then he was driven from the sons of men, his heart was made
like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild donkeys. They fed him with
grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till he knew that the
Most High God rules in the kingdom of men, and appoints over it whomever He

chooses.

This great king who was exalted so high, because of his arrogance and pride, was brought to
the point of being lower than probably any other man had ever been. How long was he like
that? Verse 21: "Till he knew that the Most High God rules in the kingdom of men, and
appoints over it whomever He chooses." So the question was: do you want to be king? And
your answer should be: only if God wants me to be king. I wouldn't want to be king for any

other reason.

RAEEEEELNHERE L, WEHCHIEES AKX, B2 7 it F A ARG IR0, AiRE]
BIRRrEE T 27 20 “FMNEESIMEANEPEN, FACNEEANGE, 7 BRI
ORI RABMEENS? (RAGEIE N Y2 MM EREE, TA R BRSO, BB H A
2L,

All right, now verse 22. If you want to memorize a verse, I want you to memorize this verse:
&, BHEBH227, WMRIEER—TEX, RARIRMEEHREE FRX—7:
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[Daniel 5:22 NK]JV] - "But you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart,
although you knew all this.

What are you going to be held accountable for on judgment day? Number one: what you
know. Number two: what God taught you. And number three: what God taught those around
you, when you knew perfectly well what was going on. Belshazzar, you knew what was going
on! You knew what happened to Nebuchadnezzar. Why didn't you humble yourself?

FEHAZH, RO REHAZK? 58—, FRATAIER; 5=, FMeRBATIRN; $=, MHEIRS IR
NG EFTHEATHIIIN, TR EEAFSHETE R, (A0, IRIIRRIEX —U)! IRRIEEAR FHERUEE 11t
Do VRN LIEAE BIE?

And now verse 23:

BERE23:

[Daniel 5:23 NK]JV] - And you have lifted yourself up against the Lord of heaven.
They have brought the vessels of His house before you, and you and your lords,
your wives and your concubines, have drunk wine from them. And you have
praised the gods of silver and gold, bronze and iron, wood and stone, which do not
see or hear or know; and the God who holds your breath in His hand and owns all

your ways, you have not glorified.

"And you have lifted yourself up against the Lord of heaven." Wait a minute—you brought
those gold vessels, those cups, and you drank your wine out of them. What were you doing?
You were lifting yourself up against the God of heaven. You were saying, "God, I don't care
about You. These cups were made for Your glory; I'm going to use them to make my people
drunk." He goes into detail: they brought the vessels of God's house before you, and you
drank wine from them; and you praised gods of silver and gold, bronze and iron, wood and
stone, which do not see or hear or know; and the God who holds your breath in His hand and

owns all your ways, you have not glorified.

“BRRENTEEG, 7 F— F—RIAEZRSIREFMER, HENMERME, RERETHA? IR
RAEMR BRI ARRBE R ! RSF TR “Fh0, FRIRANEPAR! XL AR NIRER RS, 3K
fMEZENPRACRAVE RER ! 7 HDBERE—FE 8 NP RS I URE T, 7R ek,
PEEARNRER. AREUT. —ATAIRgS. R, . BR OK. APRMERTH; AIEERRRIA TR TR EE R
SR EER—UNERAIFH!
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Giving Glory to God

So here is the question that comes to each of us: in what way have we got something that
God didn't give us? Have you got a good voice? Are you talented in music? Where did you get
that? God gave it to you. What about your artistic abilities? Where did you get that? God
gave it to you. When you look in the mirror and you smile and say, "You know, you're pretty
good-looking," what should you say? "Thank you, God, for making me good-looking." All the
things that God has given us, He gave us because He wanted to give them to us. Have you

got a good mind? Can you think? Where did you get the ability to think? God gave it to you.

BERNE D NE AT PR . Bf15 EAM—FERE AR HATGBABATR? R —BIrERIE? JRES IR
FIRERIG? RMNIEERRE? B IRE, RIVEARARENE? 2 MMBERE? BHGAIRE. LRI
B REBRN RREEINT (ER) 7 N, RMIZEAR? “BSMERESXL0E, ~ MG T
TN—Y), 2RHE A CrEEEEREGERN VRKNIERIL? REERERVENI? REEBIRES AT
K2 SRHGLA IR !

A lot of people out there, I can't understand very much. I'm going to be blunt: they look at
themselves in the mirror, and they say, "I would be far better-looking if I had been born with
a skull and crossbones on my arm! God made me in a terrible way; He didn't even give me
one tattoo on my body. Why didn't He do that?" That's just one obvious example of the
arrogance of people who say God didn't do what was right for me. Everything we've got,
we've got from God, and we say, "Thank You." That's why we thank God for the food today.
Some of us bought it, but He gave us the money to buy it. Some of us cooked it, but He gave
us the ability to cook it. Every good gift comes down from the Father above, as we're told in
the Bible.

BRIV A, BRIAEEDIER, ARES: MITRE NS “WRIRTE LA S BRI X 5
H, WETMIZT! PSR T, E—PREEREERSUES b, AT AMIE? 7 XIE
BAREZ ARI—NARRREY, AERAR: "M s, AR BEERTER. ~ BOER
—UIEIRE T, FAINCS IO td: R, 7 XN AT ROV B E, BRAHE
BYRBAMEESER, EXayit2tBaiIe,; BRAEEYERITZTHN, ERIERRRENETth
G TH, ELHE IR, SRR RIGHUE MAEZ ACHRERRE KA,

Now, the last line of verse 23 is the most important: "The God who holds your breath in His
hand and owns all your ways, you have not glorified." What is your job? What is the job of
everyone out there who isn't here? To bring glory to God! I heard about a grandfather the
other day who said that his granddaughter simply says this regarding her father: "My daddy
can fix anything." You ask that five-year-old girl what she thinks about her daddy, and she
gives glory to her daddy, saying he can fix everything. What is our job? To give glory to God!
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Now I'm going to get you to turn in your Bibles to the book of Romans, chapter 1. Where
does the great problem begin in the lives of individuals, and in the lives of nations and
peoples? Let's read verse 21, and I'll give you the context. The apostle is talking about the

departure of people away from God.

MEEREBIT XL, BPEHE—F, £PNEm, ERRGES, REGEGHMNEZMNBEIHER? R3]
BEE217, PORARFIH LT, EERD MR NSRBI — D W&, HEFH,

[Romans 1:21 NK]JV] - because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him
as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish

hearts were darkened.

That is the logical beginning of the departure of men, societies, families, and countries. The
departure from God begins with having known God, yet they did not glorify Him as God,
neither were thankful. Is it important to glorify God? Of course! Everything about Him is

important; everything we have is from Him. Surely we have to say thank you and give Him

glory.

KRN g, R GEZREEERDLAI N, HFrE—2, SR ANHPRIEG M, HALaER
B, AR, REMESCEEIL? YR XTI R E SR, JAOPTAR—DIE A2
AR, P TEAE N S AU DRE, IR 1S ?

When Norma and I were teenagers, we would sometimes go out at night. We went
individually, rarely together, but we would go here or there. Do you know what our father
said to us on the way out? He would say two things. He would say, first of all: "Remember
who you are." I would say, "Well, my name is Harold Summers." He would say to me, "That's
interesting; my name is Harold Summers. You've got my name! Therefore, you had better
remember who you are, because if you're not careful, they'll confuse me with you, and
therefore you've got to be a representative of me. Harold, you'd better behave yourself;
you've got to remember who you are and whom you serve." So I had to say, "All right, I'm
Harold Summers, that's who I am; and whom I serve is Jesus, that's whom I serve." Is it
important to give glory to the God who made you and gave you everything you have and

everything you are? Why, of course it is!
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Now over to the book of Revelation, chapter 14—the last book of the Bible, Revelation
chapter 14. This is a passage relating to the middle of the darkest time on the earth. It's
quite possible that the Bibles have been removed from the world. It's quite possible that Al—
artificial intelligence—has removed the truth of the Bible from the world's knowledge. It's
true: if Al goes the wrong way, it will be the scariest thing the world has ever known. What is

going to happen when the truth of God is removed from this world? Read verse 6 with me:

ETERE R RS HIE—E2LNRE—ED, BrstlUE, XEREhz et i b B
W, EFURI, $ARIRETH ERTARIAURELE SRR —=; WA RTREAT (N THERE) M2 KRG REHH
JERIRE 72 MEB, W2, WERATBCEMAIE NG, RN A7 B al i) JoE, SR EEE
ERE B3GR TN, RRAEM 27 BRER—FBE6:

[Revelation 14:6-7 NKJV] - 6 Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven,
having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth--to every
nation, tribe, tongue, and people-- 7 saying with a loud voice, "Fear God and give
glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made

heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water."

The people in the world are going to say, "Yippee! We finally got rid of the Bible, and we
finally got rid of the way to get knowledge of the Bible!" And God says, "You can't stop Me
from doing this." So He sends an angel around the world, flying in the midst of heaven, clear
for all to see and hear, with a message for the world in every language. And this is what he
says in verse 7: "Fear God and give glory to Him... for the hour of His judgment has come."
What is the message even when the Bible is taken away from the world? Give glory to God!
What is our responsibility? To give glory to God! Is that really, really hard? No. Is it mostly
ignored in the world today? Absolutely.

ARt BN SRIPAERR: R T ! FRANE TR R 724, ATVl MRBELAIRR@E! 7 ([Ef
AYi: “URMIZEAATRERH R, 7 TRMEE (R EAETST W, metEs, AAEPRREN, FH
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Numbered, Weighed, and Divided

So here we have the accusation against Belshazzar. Again, Daniel chapter 5, verse 23 ends
with these words: "and the God who holds your breath in His hand and owns all your ways,
you have not glorified." That is a terrible denunciation against individuals in the world today.
Belshazzar, that was your problem. Then the question is: why those fingers on the wall? Why
that writing on the wall? The answer in verse 24 is: the writing is on the wall because you
did not listen to God and give Him glory.

i, AV HAVBRIE S S IR R, (DB A E 237 DUXAJ BB OLREIRE:  “SNRAE KRR T
FHERIR, ERIR—UATEIM, 7 XN YA DR 2 AR IEE A, 7, X2 IRE
YRR ABARIERE 21k : 55 OIS HIITE? ARIET FIMTCF? SE24THERE: F2Z
fEhE b, IEREVIREBLOA H MR, A H IR !

[Daniel 5:24-25 NK]JV] - 24 Then the fingers of the hand were sent from Him, and
this writing was written. ?° "And this is the inscription that was written: MENE,
MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.

Four words—four words from the Babylonian language. Probably words that they could
understand linguistically, but they just didn't know what they meant in this context. It's here
on the wall; they look up and they can all see it written there, with the plaster on the ground.
And this is what was written: "MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN." The word Mene

apparently means "numbered."

Py —EEACIE S YN, W m R MIRERRRAYIAND, (B HERIIEE S, 2R
HIRE. SCOFMRZIES b, Brbsig—, Fra NfaskinE, wiliamiEH. riSrseyiEzg:  “e,
RE, REE, SiEER. 7 e XMEANERRE BET

[Daniel 5:26 NK]JV] - This is the interpretation of each word. MENE: God has

numbered your kingdom, and finished it;

20



What does the word "numbered" imply? It means your time has been measured; the total is
reached, you have run your number out, and you're finished. The New Testament has a
phrase that goes like this:

“BE” BWREMTL? BWREIRIEHELETMHITE; KREMH, MISEBER, MK T, MiXs
BIXFE—A]IE:

[Hebrews 9:27 NKJV] - And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the
judgment,

"When are you going to die, Harold?" I don't know. Does God know? He's got it all timed out!
One day God will simply say to me, "Harold, the number of your days is finished; you're
gone." "Belshazzar, your kingdom is numbered. God was keeping record of your kingdom
every day, counting the number, and that number is getting lower and lower and lower.
Belshazzar, your kingdom has been numbered, and it is finished." We haven't read it yet, but
we will: Belshazzar was killed that very night.

“Harold, {RftARHMEZAE? 7 TAKNE, MRITENG? MEHUEHE TOEFHIINZ 26K, M FEy
FUi: “Harold, Rt ERIHFEGHE T, REEET, 7 “BEH, MOZECEEE! MRREEREE
IREVEE, FIRAEHEE CGREEL WK, B, RYEROREE S, Btk 7! 7 BRBIE
A =], HELIER: E B ES R R I T,

Now, I don't have time to fully cover the next two words today. I'm just going to tell you what
they are so that you'll have the outline, and then we'll get the details next week. The word
Tekel means "weighed"—numbered, numbered, weighed in a balance. Here is God saying
through Daniel: "Belshazzar, I've been weighing you. You were supposed to weigh a certain
amount, but frankly, you don't weigh that much at all. Instead of coming in as a heavyweight,
you come in empty—you don't even give God glory." Numbered, numbered, weighed. And the
last one is Upharsin (or Peres), and it means "dividing": "You are numbered, and your
number is up; you are weighed, and you are lacking; and consequently, I am dividing your
kingdom away from you." For those of you who like detail, the letter "U" at the beginning of
Upharsin simply means "and." So you could read it as: numbered, numbered, weighed, and
dividing. That's what it is.

SRINEER, WICEFEREINTRE PRGN, BT ENIEREIFRRE, MFILRINERER, TE3
Mg, “REd” mEERE "ME —88, 88, BERF ERE, MiaaEbEES: “E
i, W"—BEAEREFRERIR, IRARZAEHRRMESR, EHEEWH, RKEREk, MARE, R
B, RIM—TE—RE 22K A%, 7 8, 858, RHE, B —NiE “SikH

21



B (B CCmtEET ), BERE 2T 0 RHFESEE, RREE; REXRF LYrE, BT
R B, BRIREEREMRFAZFEGFDR TR, 7 NTERFRATHIN,  “BEEHFT Ik

1 “5”  (U) fEESCh SR —MERIE “FFE” o FrbOXANEe] DURfE: 808, 6, wE, JFE”
e X ERE XL,

All right, that's where we're going to start next week. I'm sorry that we can't carry on. The
problem with the Bible is: it doesn't matter where you stop, you're still in the middle! You

don't get to the end right away. Let's pray.

o, XA BATT ARSI TS . RIS RICERSN TR T, EFZLNATYDEHET: ik
IREEMPEAE T, IRESERS B CIEEESFH, TEE—RGR! ERMCLE S,

Lord, we want to thank You for this story about this very foolish man, full of power, but full of
arrogance against the God who made him and gave him all he had. Lord, each of us says, "I
don't want to be like that." Not only for ourselves, but we pray for our friends and loved
ones: we don't want them to be like that either. And so, Lord, we pray that You will make us
humble in heart, so that we can repent and be blessed by You, rather than undergo the
tragedy that would lie ahead if we didn't repent. Thank You, Lord, that You're bold enough to
tell us like it is. We pray for each of us and those we love, that the blessing of God will be
upon us, rather than the terrible judgment that befell this man. We thank You now in the

name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

FM, FATTEONIZ B TIX ML EIRZ ANAIC B RN LR, Mt RER, MAiRaaEfh, 51—
DIR R RAE R BE S W, AT D ANERE ARG “FTRRAESOVIBFERIN. 7 BTN E CHr
R, WABNBIZEZRLF KIS SRIRERSFARATT, BAZR AR R W, BORIRIGLATAT— ik
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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