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What Does It Mean to Believe?

Welcome back, Winston and Angel. Please turn in your Bibles to the book of John, chapter

20. We sang, "And all who believe, my pardon receive," and then we sang, "Believe on the

Lord Jesus Christ."

XGW Winston #1 Angel [FIR, IERFIEZEMBNZMEST H205, RMNIAIEE: “NAEGER, B1555HK
%7, BERMNXEE: “4ETHEREE”

So the question that we all ask periodically is: what does it mean to believe? We here at 16th
Avenue Gospel Chapel use the word all the time. But what does it imply? What does it mean?
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Back to the verses we refer to often, John 20:30-31. John says:
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[John 20:30-31 NKJV]
30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are
not written in this book; 3! but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is

the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.
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If you wanted to know what it means to believe, you would read the Gospel of John, wouldn't

you? Because he said, "I wrote this so that you could believe."
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Chapter 1: Come and See

I went back in my mind to the beginning of the book of John, and I want you to turn to John
chapter 1. It is the story of the Lord Jesus Christ at the very beginning, and it tells that many

people were talking about Him and many people were questioning Him.
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Philip speaks to Nathanael and says, "We found the Messiah." (Yes, Emily, can you—or
Phoebe—can you just check that, please? Oh.) Philip says, "We found the Messiah."

Nathanael said, "I'm not sure." And verse 46 ends with a very simple line:
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[John 1:46 NKJV] - And Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of

Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see."
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What does the phrase "come and see" imply? It implies that if you believe—if you have got
any interest in believing—you are going to start by coming and looking. To believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ means to get started. Don't just sit there, Nathanael; come and see!
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And that is what Nathanael did. Immediately the Lord started a conversation with him and

told him many things. Where does belief begin? Come and see.
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Chapter 2: Water Turned into Wine

Now in chapter 2, we move to the story of the water being turned into wine, and the Lord
Jesus Christ is going to tell people that that is what He wants to do. The key verse in chapter
2 is verse b:
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[John 2:5 NKJV] - His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He says to you, do it."
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Chapter 1 is "come and see," and chapter 2 tells the story of what would happen if you did
come to see. It says He wants to turn the water of your life into wine. In the normal course of
things, that takes several months. In the story of John chapter 2, it takes a few minutes. In

your life and my life, it is a lifetime experience.
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What it means to believe is to say, "Lord Jesus, I believe. I believe that if I do what You ask,
You will turn my water into wine." That will be fulfilled when you get to heaven. But in the
meantime, belief says, "I'm going to follow this Jesus. I believe that He can turn my water

into real wine. I want that."
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Chapter 3: Lifted Up for Our Salvation

Over the page to story number three: it is all about Nicodemus coming to Jesus and asking
questions. Verse 14 is a thrilling verse; it says:
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[John 3:14-15 NKJV]
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, '®> that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have

eternal life.
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What does it mean to believe? If you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, you will end up having
an experience similar to what happened to the children of Israel in the wilderness in Moses'
day. You may remember that story; it is very simple. The children of Israel had sinned. They
rebelled against the Lord, and He was very distressed. He sent snakes among them to bite
them, and many of them died because of snake bites. So they cried to the Lord and said,
"Lord, could You help us? Can You do something?"
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The Lord said, "Moses, you make a bronze snake—a snake made out of bronze—and you put
it on a pole. Anyone who looks at that pole will be cured from their snake bite." He probably
put it high on a pole and lifted it up high so that people in the camp could look up and see
the snake on the pole. Those who looked saw that their snake bite was healed; they lived.
Others died.
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What does it mean to believe? It means to say, "Lord, I have got a problem. I am a sinner, and
I am going to die. I want my sin forgiven." When they looked to the serpent on the pole, they
were healed of their snake bite. Jesus says, "If you look to Me, you will be healed from your

sin
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What is meant here? Verse 16:
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[John 3:16 NKJV] - For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,

that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
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What is implied in believing? Number one: you come and see. When you meet Jesus, you are
told that if you obey Him, He will turn your water into wine. Whatever He says, do it! Belief

says, "I want that; that is what I am going to do."
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Then the issue arises: what about your sin? How is your sin going to be forgiven? You say, "I
want my sin forgiven." If Jesus is going to forgive my sin just the same way as the Israelites
were forgiven for their sin of turning away from the Lord, all I have to do is look to Jesus!
That is what I am going to do. I am going to look and see Him on the cross, and I am going to

say, "Jesus, You died for me. Thank You."
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Chapter 4: The Woman at the Well

What does it mean to believe in Jesus? In John chapter 4, you get the story of the woman at
the well, and she had a long conversation with Jesus. Would you like a long conversation with

Jesus? If you believe Him, you are going to say, "Yes, that is what I would like."
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Have you ever noticed that most people don't want a long conversation about Jesus? I
remember the day that I was down on Granville Island telling people about Jesus. There
were a number of people sitting around a table about this size. I said to each one of them as I
went around the table, "Are you interested?" I handed them a little tract and asked, "Are you

interested in spiritual things?" They said, "No." To the next person I said, "Are you



interested?" "No." I went all around the table, spoke to about six or eight people, and they all
said no.
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When I got to the very end of the table, I said to one man, "Are you interested?" He said,
"Yes." So I said, "Well, I'll tell you a little bit about Jesus." What do you think everybody else
at the table did? Do you think they all got up and walked away? Or do you think maybe some
of them sat and listened to every word I said? I thought that was very interesting: none of
them were prepared to listen on their own, but they were all prepared to listen in a general

sense.
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This woman didn't have much option. Jesus was sitting right at the well, and she wanted a
drink. There was no way you were going to get that water out of the well unless you talked to
Jesus. You remember this woman had had five husbands, and she was living with number six.
The Lord Jesus was talking to her, and then He said, "Go, call your husband!" What did she
say? What would most people say? "I have got to go now; bye-bye."
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Did she want to talk about all those failed marriages she had had? If you believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ, you are going to let Him talk to you about those secret things in your life. Some
people say, "I don't want that," and they turn away and say, "Don't You interfere, Jesus! Don't
You interfere with my life!" Believing in Jesus implies that you are willing to let Him talk to
you about those very difficult issues in your life—those places where you weren't a success,

where you were a failure.
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So what does it mean to believe? It means come and see. It means saying, "I want my water
turned to wine." It means, "I want my sins forgiven, and I'm even prepared to let Jesus tell

me what those sins are and let Him deal with them."
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Chapter 5: Rise, Take Up Your Bed and Walk

What does it mean to believe in Jesus? Chapter 5. You remember the story I mentioned
earlier this morning: the man at the Pool of Bethesda lying there, having been there for
about 38 years, unable to move—an invalid, a cripple. The statement comes at the end of

verse 6:

MEERERICRIRE T 2.7 REHSE, RZILEHSRIFEHI NS RS ME — DA, MEIRE
E& 7 REI38E, LZHFHAMG—— PREBIRIRII N, EB6THIREIRH 17— R

[John 5:6 NKJV] - When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had

been in that condition a long time, He said to him, "Do you want to be made well?"
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Belief says, "Yes!" That is a crucial issue in the lives of many: do you want to be made well?
The answer of faith is: "Yes, by God's grace, I want to be made well." As we mentioned this
morning, if you are made well, you move from the position of being irresponsible and
incapable to the position of being active and responsible; instead of being a receiver, you
become a supplier. Many people in life would rather lie there and do nothing than be healed
and take responsibility to bring forth fruit in their lives.
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So what does it mean to believe? It means verse 8:
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[John 5:8 NKJV] - Jesus said to him, "Rise, take up your bed and walk."
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If you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, you are going to start doing things.
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Chapter 6: The Bread of Life

Chapter 6, verse 35 is a wonderful verse:
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[John 6:35 NKJV] - And Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to

Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.
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What does it mean to believe in Him? It means to come to Him. It means to trust Him. And it
means to start eating the bread of God and drinking the water of God. What is the bread of
God? It is the Bible, isn't it? If you believe Him, then the Bible is what you are going to be
eating. If you believe Him, the water of God—which speaks of the Spirit of God—means you

are going to depend on Him.
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What do you eat for breakfast? Some people don't eat very much, and other people eat more.
Did I tell you about meeting Doug Hepburn on the street? Apparently not. I met Doug
Hepburn on the street. Who was Doug Hepburn? He was the strongest man in the world.
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I met him one day at 28th and Mackenzie, and I drove him in my car to Broadway. I knew

who he was, and I was impressed to spend a little time with him. Later, I read an article in a



newspaper about what the strongest man in the world eats for breakfast. If you were to

become the strongest man in the world, would you change what you eat for breakfast?
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Before he had breakfast, he used to drink a quart of milk—about a liter and a quarter. After
drinking a quart of milk, for breakfast he used to eat a great big steak. Some of you might
eat a small steak for supper; he ate a big steak for breakfast! After his big steak, he always
had half a dozen eggs—six eggs for breakfast! After that, he used to have toast and butter—
five pieces of toast! Some people have one or two; he had five. After that, sometimes he

would have a bowl of soup, or a bowl or two of pudding, and then some more milk to drink.
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Why did he do that? Because he was lifting more weight than anybody in the world could lift.
Spiritually, some of us say, "I like to have a piece of toast once a week. I come to church once
a week, listen to somebody talk about Jesus for half an hour, and that is very good." Do you
think the person who comes to church once a week to hear a sermon is as strong as the
person who eats the truth and bread of God all day, every day? If you are going to be strong
and big, you have got to eat a lot!
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What does it mean to say, "I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ"? It means: "I believe that He is
the bread of God, and He is the water of God. I am going to feed on Him. I am going to eat
the Bible, eat the Bible, eat the Bible, so that I can live with Jesus. I want to be strong for
God."
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Five Marks of True Belief

Sometimes you meet someone on the street and ask, "Do you believe in God?" He says, "Yes."
You say, "All right, tell me what your belief implies," and he doesn't have very much to say.
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Let's not kid ourselves. Believing in the Lord Jesus Christ implies:
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. We come to see who He is.
. We say, "I want You to change my water into wine."

. We say, "I want You to forgive my sins."
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. Like the woman at the well: "I want You to delve into my life, get right down to those
basic sins, and get rid of them."
5. "I want You to give me new life, new purpose, and new work to do. I am prepared to

feed on You so much that I can do strong work and good work."
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Our time has gone. Thank you for your patience. Let's pray:
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Lord, we pray that You will help us believe. We want to believe the way John wanted us to
believe, and the way Jesus wants us to believe. We thank You in Jesus' name for all Your

kindness to us. Amen.
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Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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