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Persecution and Scattering

Welcome to all the others. Joe has joined us, Sharon has joined us, and all the others. We

pray that the Lord will bless us all. Thank you for being here this evening, all of you.
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So, last week we were studying in the book of Daniel, chapter 5, and tonight we are starting
Acts chapter 8. Isn't that amazing? I was forgetting what book we were in—Acts chapter 8,
yeah. Usually I can remember what day of the week it is—not always, but usually I can. All
right, so I was assuming that we had finished Acts chapter 8 and were starting Acts chapter
9. But we just finished chapter 7 and are starting Acts chapter 8. I've got two notes here and
I was reading the wrong one. That was for Sunday school. That's right, so it's Acts chapter 8
we're starting now, and praise the Lord! It's Tuesday afternoon where we're studying in the
book of Daniel chapters 5 and 6, and I just forgot whether it was Saturday night or Tuesday

afternoon. I apologize.
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All right, here we go. Acts chapter 8, verse 1:

[Acts 8:1 NKJV] - ' Now Saul was consenting to his death. At that time a great
persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all

scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.
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Verse 1 says Saul was consenting to Stephen's death. We marvel as we study the Bible. We
marvel that so many people are so deeply involved in sin that killing Christians, killing
servants of God, is a common thing. We would logically suggest that to kill somebody would
be terrible, and certainly you wouldn't want to kill somebody in the name of God. But these
people pretended to be serving God when in fact they were opposed to Him and killing His
representatives. That is basically just a footnote; we are going to pick up on that later on in

the next chapter.
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Verse 1 goes on and says, "At that time a great persecution arose against the church which
was at Jerusalem." They had killed Stephen in Jerusalem, and amazingly there was not a
great outcry against that. So instead of people backing away, they became more active in
persecution. They didn't just persecute Stephen, but they were persecuting Christians on
every hand. And so they were scattered abroad throughout Judea and Samaria. The
Christians who were persecuted said, "The best thing we can do is leave town." So they did
leave town. Many of them went to Judea, the countryside around Jerusalem, but they also

went over to Samaria, the old kingdom of the Israelites.

F1ITEER: "MXHE, HBEHRHNESNEEE, 7 Al RAEIBHSEORE, SANETHE, ik
AIRZ KU R, EEENMUAIRSE, kBN TS, M oaEaidk, imnHE
AEIaREE G, TR MEAR T RES RIS ANE AL, Z2NaFREEEIANE IR R AR, bl 1
KEIFT, W2 ANE TR FEILRIR M, WA AR THREANE, RIS LS E RS,

Verse 1 ends with the phrase, "except the apostles." That would have taken a great deal of
courage by the apostles to stay where they were in spite of the persecution. Simple logic said
they would be the next to be killed, and in fact, that is exactly what happened. Yet they
stayed there in the presence of the persecution. These apostles were not ordinary men; these

apostles were not cowards.
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Why did they stay in Jerusalem? Probably several reasons. One is they certainly hadn't been
told to leave. Another reason is that they wanted to be an example to those who followed
them. And number three, they realized that they were going to have to set an example and
they needed one another around them as support. It's hard to stand alone; it's easier if
there's a dozen of you standing together. They said, "We are going to stay here and stand
together."
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[Acts 8:2 NKJV] - 2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great

lamentation over him.
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Probably that would suggest that the fleeing from Jerusalem happened very quickly after the
death of Stephen. I think Stephen had a big funeral. The phrase is, "great lamentation" took
place over Stephen's death. They have often said if you want a big funeral, what you are
going to have to do is die young. If you don't die young, probably many people who would
have liked to be at your funeral have died before you. Stephen had a big funeral, and the
Christians made much of the fact that he had died, which probably drew attention to his

death to the point where many others were persecuted as well.
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[Acts 8:3 NKJV] - 2 As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering every house,

and dragging off men and women, committing them to prison.
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He probably took advantage of the fact that many people noticed that Stephen had died. He
took advantage of that and he rode that evil popularity in a terrible direction. Remember, the

apostle Paul, when he was Saul of Tarsus, was a very bad man.
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Philip in Samaria

Now verse 4 is a wonderful verse:

[Acts 8:4-5 NKJV] - 4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere
preaching the word. > Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached
Christ to them.
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Where do you preach the word? Answer: everywhere you go. You pray when you get up in
the morning and you say, "Lord, would You lead me today? Would You use me today?" These
people didn't just run away from persecution. They went to survive in some respects, but
they took the truth of God with them. They were just as vocal for the Lord Jesus Christ when
they were fleeing persecution from Jerusalem as they had been when they were in
Jerusalem. This says that these people were devoted first to the Lord, and they said, "We are

going to tell people about Him one way or the other."
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Verse 5 says, "Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them."
Why did Philip go to Samaria? Philip was one of the seven deacons that we read about in
chapter 6, wasn't he? He probably said, "I guess I'm going to be next. Stephen was killed!
I'm next to Stephen, the closest to Stephen. I probably will be the one who will be selected to
be killed next." You can imagine Philip praying, "Lord, this is terrible! I don't know that I
want to be killed. Why would You ever allow such a terrible thing to happen to me?" And so

he flees Jerusalem and goes to Samaria.
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Did he go alone or did he take his family with him? We read elsewhere further along that he
had four outstanding daughters, wonderful women of God. Did he take them with him?
Probably. Was it easy for Philip to go to Samaria? No. Some of you have had to change your
position in the world from one continent to the next. Was it easy? You will all say no. You can
imagine the inner turmoil, the disappointment, and the distress in the life of this man Philip.
No doubt he prayed and said, "Lord, when I get to Samaria, would You see fit to bless my
ministry?" He remembered that way back in the days of Elijah and Elisha, much gospel was
preached in Samaria with almost no response. And it is true that there was a little bit of
interest in the days of the Lord Jesus when He spoke to the woman at the well. With this as a

background, he goes and prays.
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What happens next?

[Acts 8:6-8 NKJV] - ¢ And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken
by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 7 For unclean spirits,
crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; and many who

were paralyzed and lame were healed. 8 And there was great joy in that city.
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Do you think he was surprised? I think he was overwhelmed. When all is said and done, do
you think he said, "One of the best things that ever happened to me was that I was driven
out of the city of Jerusalem, fled for my life with my family to Samaria, and God sent revival!
Hallelujah!" God was with him, and we say, "Lord, would You be with us too, as we go to
teach the gospel wherever we go?"
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Verse 7 says unclean spirits came out of many who were possessed, and many who were
paralyzed and lame were healed, and there was great joy in that city. He expected the Lord

would be with him; he just didn't expect there would be such a great response.
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Simon the Sorcerer and the Danger of Money

He learned, as we often learn, that when the Lord works, problems arise. Are there any
problems ever in your life? You say, "Yes." Are there any problems in our assembly? You say,
"Yes." When the Lord sends blessing, does the Devil often respond by sending problems? The

answer is yes. So don't be surprised, don't be discouraged; keep on doing what is right.
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[Acts 8:9-11 NKJV] - 9 But there was a certain man called Simon, who previously
practiced sorcery in the city and astonished the people of Samaria, claiming that
he was someone great, ' to whom they all gave heed, from the least to the
greatest, saying, "This man is the great power of God." '' And they heeded him
because he had astonished them with his sorceries for a long time.
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They not only saw God working through Philip, but this man Simon said he was the great
power of God, and the people were persuaded to follow him as well as following Philip. They
heeded this man Simon because he had astonished them with his sorceries for a long time.
That word "sorceries" probably means magical activity he was involved in.

BYENMGERIMEEFEREL, XA ARENRE CRMIIRRES, AEE RSN, Pl
RADCRAMARER 70T, AR KRSt AR IS T RS LT,

[Acts 8:12-13 NKJV] - 2 But when they believed Philip as he preached the things

concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and



women were baptized. '*> Then Simon himself also believed; and when he was
baptized he continued with Philip, and was amazed, seeing the miracles and signs

which were done.
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Simon had been practicing phony magic and phony miracles for a long time. Now he is with
Philip, and Philip is doing true miracles and true signs. Frankly, there's a huge difference! He
was amazed when he saw the contrast between the reality of Philip and the phony baloney
that he had been involved in.
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An amazing thing happened: the city of Samaria, the Samaritan people in general, having
departed from the Lord in the days of Jeroboam way back—just about nine hundred years
earlier—had turned away from God, and the whole city had been in darkness. And now,

almost a thousand years later, revival breaks out!
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Where is revival going to break out next? We can't predict it. All we do is say, "Lord, we want
to be true and faithful to You, and let You bring revival where and when You will. If You

choose to use me, praise the Lord."
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The Visit of Peter and John

[Acts 8:14 NKJV] - * Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that

Samaria had received the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them,
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Something great had reportedly happened. Peter and John were sent. What was their
responsibility? To confirm for the church of God in general that what was happening was
real, and to provide for them a foundation so that the work of God could continue. They came
not just to investigate; they came to support. As we go through the work of God, remember:
we need the full blessing of the people of God, not just one man. We need God's blessing

confirmed by His servants.
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[Acts 8:15-17 NKJV] - 1> who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they
might receive the Holy Spirit. '6 For as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They
had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. '” Then they laid hands on
them, and they received the Holy Spirit.
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It would appear that they hadn't fully understood the work of the Holy Spirit. And so when

the apostles John and Peter came, they were able to teach them that marvelous truth.
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[Acts 8:18-19 NK]JV] - '8 And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the
apostles' hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money, '° saying, "Give

me this power also, that anyone on whom I lay hands may receive the Holy Spirit."
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All right, so this was a very serious error. Remember that serious error is often associated
with money. The church of God is not supposed to be built on money. Used wisely, it can help;
but money blinds people in so many different ways. Remember, the Lord warns us of this in
Matthew 13:



[Matthew 13:22 NKJV] - Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who
hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke

the word, and he becomes unfruitful.
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Simon here, if left unchecked, could do great damage to the work of God as he tries to buy
the right to the Holy Spirit—probably so that he could sell it to people afterwards. What a
terrible lie! Peter again addresses this money problem, just as he had done earlier regarding
Ananias and Sapphira in chapter 5 of Acts, who lied about money. Simon says, "I'm going to
use my money to buy the work of God too." Today, money remains one of the central sources

of weakness in the church. It's the easiest thing to get wrong.
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What kind of people are influenced by money? People like Judas Iscariot. He was a thief. His
plan was to be with Jesus in a great kingdom, become secretary of the treasury, and siphon

off money for himself.
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[Acts 8:20-23 NKJV] - 2° But Peter said to him, "Your money perish with you,
because you thought that the gift of God could be purchased with money! 2! You
have neither part nor portion in this matter, for your heart is not right in the sight
of God. %2 Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the
thought of your heart may be forgiven you. 23 For I see that you are poisoned by

bitterness and bound by iniquity."
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Peter comes down on Simon the same way as he did on Ananias and Sapphira. There are two
sides to this: money can be used to turn people away from the things of God, but people also
think they can buy the blessing of God. Verse 21 says, "You have neither part nor portion in
this matter, for your heart is not right in the sight of God." Money can turn your heart away
from the things of God. Then he says in verse 22, "Repent therefore of this your wickedness,

and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you."
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That's the argument that we use all down through Scripture, isn't it? Where there is sin,
repent. We know that sin can be forgiven, even if we don't know all the consequences. Peter
says to Simon, "Your job is to repent." Whenever we find ourselves in situations that are not
good, our job is to repent. Verse 23: "For I see that you are poisoned by bitterness and bound
by iniquity." What does sin do in life? It poisons, it embitters, and it binds or traps us. So
often we say, "It's only a dollar bill. I'm not doing anything terrible; I just want more money."
It is so subtle, and sometimes it even appears good. But it can be, and often is, a sign of a

great problem.
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Now the question is: when rebuked, what do people usually do? They usually say, "Well, I'll
think about that. I'll do that later. Thank you for your counsel."
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[Acts 8:24 NKJV] - 2 Then Simon answered and said, "Pray to the Lord for me, that
none of the things which you have spoken may come upon me."

10



HEPEITHE 8 T 24 5. “PHMIEIEYE: TRV ESRE, MR, A —fmzss b 7

We're not sure of all the details, but it appears that Simon was correctly rebuked, that he
repented, and was restored to the Lord as a consequence. To rebuke people when they're
wrong is always very difficult. Stephen tried that and they killed him; Peter tried that and
they put him in prison repeatedly. But on this occasion, Peter did it again, and it would

appear that this man Simon was convicted by it, did repent, and the Lord blessed him.
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[Acts 8:25 NKJV] - 2> So when they had testified and preached the word of the
Lord, they returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many villages of the

Samaritans.
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Peter and John were men of many responsibilities, not the least of which was to be back in
Jerusalem to give encouragement and counsel to the Christians. But on their way back, they
continued to preach. I think their position was simple: they simply said to the Lord in the
morning, "Lord, our plan is to preach the Word today. Would You please tell us where?" They
started in Jerusalem, they went down to Samaria, and on the way back to Jerusalem they
preached to Samaritans. What they did every day was preach the truth of God. Good for
them!
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Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch

[Acts 8:26 NKJV] - 26 Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, "Arise and
go toward the south along the road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." This

is desert.
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Philip probably said, "What? Why would I leave this thrilling revival in Samaria? All these
new Christians who need so much teaching and training—why would I leave them and go to
the desert?" Good question! Why would he do it?

FERLOH B RSN 27 N 2 ZRETHIE AN KRR 4?7 XA ZOMERIRR BT T 5
B, MR SRR R? T X RS WELR R o R

The answer is: God has His own plans, and God does not always explain to us why. Our
responsibility is to be obedient to Him, not to understand the reasoning behind it. One of the
men of God who was a great influence on my life when I was younger used to say this to me:
"Understanding can wait, Harold; obedience is now." That's a very important principle.
Simple words, but it's true: understanding can wait, but obedience is now. You must obey

today.
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[Acts 8:27-28 NKJV] - 27 So he arose and went. And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a
eunuch of great authority under Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had
charge of all her treasury, and had come to Jerusalem to worship, 28 was returning.

And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet.
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We again don't know whether he had a family with him at this point. He may have. Did he
take them with him? Probably not. Did he send them back to Jerusalem, maybe? Was it easy
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and logical for Philip to go to the desert after being in Samaria? The answer is no, it was not
easy. But it doesn't matter whether it's easy or not. God says, "Do it!" and you and I say, "Yes,

Sir, we will do it!"
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The easy thing is for us to say, "God is for me, God will help me, so I'm going to pray that He
will do my will, my way, when I want it done." But God is God; He is not here to help us do
what we want. He is here to help us do what He wants us to do, whether we want it or not.
That sounds like a relatively simple principle, but in fact it is a huge problem in many
people's lives. People often say, "I need someone to help me, so I will pray to God and He will
help me do what I want Him to do." When you become a Christian, it's far more wonderful
than that. You simply say, "He is God; [ am a sinner. If I trust in Him, He will help me do what
He knows I should do. He will tell me what to do, He will help me do it, and I will be far more
blessed than if I tried to do it myself."
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So again, verse 27: to Philip's great praise and honor, we get these simple words: "So he
arose and went," as God had commanded him. Who would have expected to find a very
senior member of the Ethiopian government on a barren road in a desert in the south of
Israel? Do you think he figured that was going to be the opportunity he would have that day?
No. He simply said, "Lord, I am here today. You lead me, I will follow; You lead me, I will

open my mouth for Your glory."

527 TCE TARAIARBYERTTE . “FERISIERE T, 7 ERERURHE DLEAS E R m DR b, SRR
EREEM F R A EEFEERE? RS R TNGER B 2 AIXFERPRIENL? RARTRE, MXOUZ A F5E
FEo W, BRARUESEE; wRES1S, TIREE; YREHE, FREJTOR BARARE, 7

Verse 28 says, "And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet." It's one thing

to run across an Ethiopian eunuch, but it's another thing to find him reading his Bible!

F28 W EE AR, RCHIDZEER A, T EREMRILVNERCETE, @B EMEESE EEL
Wrsetss, HERMAFAT DRI !
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[Acts 8:29-31 NKJV] - ?° Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go near and overtake this
chariot." 3° So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and
said, "Do you understand what you are reading?" 3! And he said, "How can I, unless

someone guides me?" And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him.

(ERETTIE 8 B 29-31 11 “HROWHEAIE:  UREMIEARGE, * MEALrE AR, Wy AR SR DAZEIE
45, (ERMS:  IRAT&AY, (REAENG? © k. %A ANfe#dEk, EREIIENE? T TRIBHA L%, 5
fblF 4, ”

Philip ran to him. It's interesting—have you ever read in the Bible where the servants of God
ran? You remember, to check out the report that Jesus had risen from the dead, Peter and
John both ran to the sepulchre. Sometimes to accomplish the work of God, you and I have
got to run! Don't be afraid to get out there and run to do what God wants you to do.

MERIPRA B ERT2, (FalES s, BT A “F7 9288h: ST E2EMTHE, A
BREEBE, ANON TRUETL, TATOHPP AT AL FRRE T 8 THRIm

Philip ran to him, heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, "Do you understand what
you are reading?" And he said, "How can I, unless someone guides me?" And he asked Philip
to come up and sit with him. That's an amazing set of peculiar circumstances. You'd almost
think this whole meeting was arranged by God! What a wonderful thing when that happens.

Praise the Lord!

HERIR AT, WM DR, (B “YRETZR, (REFEIE? 7 hEE: A AEEEK, &
REFAEINE? 7 TRIGMEF_ EERAL, IX5EZ il B AR AT 2 HE ! (1358 AT, #EL 1!

Something like this did happen in my life on at least one occasion. Shamefully, I can't
remember more than one or two occasions; it should have happened many times, but at least
it happened once. The Lord is still opening opportunities for us to teach and preach the truth

of God. We just have to be like Philip: ready and willing to go. Very often, we're not.
TERAAE B LIS KPS, AMERAE MR, SN Y EEZ R, FAHESIETR, HED0EH

o EESTENNTRHEHEHRSNL, REET RN EUWHN —RBER R, HOAMT, MmRZH
fie, FATTAIE AT,
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Christ in Isaiah 53 and Baptism

All these circumstances are here. He starts to sit with him; he's reading the Bible. The
amazing thing is that he is reading in the precisely right passage: he was reading in Isaiah
chapter 53. Isaiah chapter 53 is probably the clearest presentation of the truth of the gospel
of Jesus Christ in all of the Old Testament. You sit back and say, "This is amazing!" All the
details are falling together, making this a very easy presentation of the gospel to this most

unlikely man.

PR, HER EZR @A, UK BEPTIEAY IER AFEE 5 53 B! DAFENLH 53 BHFRIHL) £ L&
PR ER ORI E RS AE F BRI B, X — V)L HER MR DD,  (EANX A M B AL TR AL KB IRA

[Acts 8:32-35 NK]JV] - 32 The place in the Scripture which he read was this:

"He was led as a sheep to the slaughter;

And as a lamb before its shearer is silent,

So He opened not His mouth.

33 In His humiliation His justice was taken away,
And who will declare His generation?

For His life is taken from the earth."

34 So the eunuch answered Philip and said, "I ask you, of whom does the prophet
say this, of himself or of some other man?" 3> Then Philip opened his mouth, and

beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him.

HPEITHE 8 B 32-35 1 “MIFTRAUIRERZ, Wi CHBRFEEEEISERIH, EFEEAETBIAT L
A MERXAEATIT Ho MBI, AL SO HERER A A HEAR? RO A ZE a A B35
Ko T OKEEATHERIGE:  TER], JERIIXIGRIEEE? Z2ieEECNE? ZiEENA? T HEREUT WX
ik, WA TRERER, 7

These are wonderful prophecies about the Lord Jesus Christ and His role in our salvation.
Delightfully, the eunuch answered Philip and said, "I ask you, of whom does the prophet say
this, of himself or of some other man?" That's a wonderful, proper question. And Philip gives
him the right answer. Verse 35: "Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this

Scripture, preached Jesus to him."

XRIE N EHRIRE B RIS, o TSRO RIR T, KEDER &M “EReRRIZXIE R EE
? BfeEHC, WRIEEAA? 7 PISMRERRG S | HEA B 7 s Wbt rafefs
7 EHER,
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All the details here were set up by the Lord. All Philip had to do was be obedient. He didn't
have to devise a scheme; he simply had to obey. What's the implication of that for us? Very
simple. We simply say, "Lord, what do You want me to do today?" And then we do precisely
what He tells us to do, regardless of whether we understand why. Amen. A very simple

model.

—UIT BN LR, RN AR AR IR, e TRRIERN], REZ 2R, XNEITEMER? W
Hfa B BATRTE TR W, 3RSREFRFEME? 7 BSOS TRAE, RIS
EIHERE. P! X EE R RS,

[Acts 8:36-37 NKJV] - 3¢ Now as they went down the road, they came to some
water. And the eunuch said, "See, here is water. What hinders me from being
baptized?" 37 Then Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he

answered and said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God."

HPEITHE 8 B 36-37 11 " NIEEATE, B CAKAIHLTT, Kl B, XEAK, WAL
BeWE? ° JHERIG:  REE OIS, el T e CBREERREE ML, 7

We're not sure what that water was, but we know the location of the road. It was very near
the Mediterranean Sea, at the south end of Israel along the Gaza route. Probably the road
approached the ocean and he looked out and said, "That's the Mediterranean Sea. Could I be

baptized in the water?"

BATEARIBEMZAAKTE, EERAGMLImLt b, (7 DS smd =i, RalaE=21T
FESEMTIIANT, K WISHERHEK, ERRESEIKEZTE,

Then Philip said to him, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he answered and
said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God!" What would you have to believe in order
to be baptized? Number one, you'd have to believe the teaching of Isaiah that Philip
explained to this Ethiopian eunuch; you'd have to believe all about salvation that Isaiah 53 so
clearly teaches. And you would have to believe it with your heart—not just with your lips,
and not just superficially. The verse says, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." People
often have a very superficial belief in the Lord Jesus Christ, and they don't believe with all

their heart.

FERIEE . “IRER—OMME, SErTbL, 7 ESH:  “BEIREEZMILF! 7 ZUEREAREZ
Ha? B—, BIUSIRHEFIACE IZEIEF 53 FRTEARRORER; =, SAUSHEMe0MAE, 44EF
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THSKEINIAF, gscEEfah:  “IRER—OMME, MirTbL 7 A EERERAE IR F i T3%m, HFRE
NXCUNEERS

So Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And the eunuch answered and
said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." That is the key issue: is Jesus Christ the
Son of God? If yes, then we are eternally responsible to Him. If He's not, then there's no
point in the gospel. But if He is the Son of God, we have got to follow and believe Him. And

the eunuch said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God."

KA B ERTRNEMIILT? A2, BIPKENmaEeRERTH;, AN, EEE2
TR BRI E ML, FOTEIOFIRMM, REWRE S “REIREEZHILT! 7

[Acts 8:38 NK]JV] - 3% So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip

and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him.

HPEITHE 8 T 38 1. “TEMME AU, HEMAIKEE R KR X, HERLE R fETE.

Some people say when you get baptized, all you need to do is get sprinkled with some water.
That was not the case here! Philip and the eunuch went down into the water—probably into
the water up to their waists. Standing on the shore would be the soldiers, the chariot drivers,
and the horsemen who were in that entourage. Probably a large number of people—maybe

fifteen or twenty or more people—witnessed that baptism that day.

AN T — mUKETA], (HIXBEAEE 2R HERARE — R REPKE, KRB ERR,
FRILREEE K IRBEATH I T RAM, BOE LA ACRIRWIE 7IX T 15284 Lo

[Acts 8:39-40 NK]JV] - 3° Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the
Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his
way rejoicing. 4° But Philip was found at Azotus. And passing through, he preached

in all the cities till he came to Caesarea.

HPEITHE 8 T 39-40 ;. “"MUKHE K, FRYRATHEAEE 7R, KEHAHFIM T, Xk S tiER, &
KA NENBERE MR MUERAMTT, ERINEEETS, BN, ~

Two things happen here. Number one, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away. What does a
new Christian need? It's nice if you can have Christian fellowship and friendship, but that
doesn't always happen. What did the eunuch have? He had a Bible, and he had the Holy
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Spirit of God who was given to him when he trusted the Lord. He had the witness of baptism,
and he had the encouragement of eternal life. That's all he needed. He didn't have someone

teaching him every day other than the Holy Spirit of God through the Word of God.

XELETMFR: B—, ENRRHARR —MIEERFEMNL? sEAEERRSERFFEERSE
4, EEVFEROGRWNE. KEHEH2? MG 22, MEEENGZIER, WHEZERAITI
ik, BARZRAENZEME, FHMEENERBHRASS, XEEBMESNZE AT,

So what did Philip do? Verse 40: "Philip was found at Azotus. And passing through, he
preached in all the cities till he came to Caesarea." He was on the coastline of the
Mediterranean, in the southwest corner where he baptized the eunuch. Then he started
heading north along the eastern side of the Mediterranean Sea, and he went from seaport

town to seaport town, all the way up to Caesarea by the sea.

HERIRE FORIE T A2 58 40 1dE, e waiEtiel, imEdt L, EmESmEsEs, BYHANT,
MATHEALBY R R %, MR AR R R AETE, OB L .

What did Peter and John do as they returned from Samaria to Jerusalem? They preached in
all the towns of the Samaritans all the way back. What did Philip do? He preached in all the
towns that he came to, all the way up. What do you and I do by the grace of God? Keep

telling people about Jesus all the way as we go! Amen. That's our plan.

AT LI DAL A HS BT T2 MTHESA E— B8 E 1S . HEFITEES X AR 7147 fihiE
P FIEAC AL HEES . SRR R, (RECHERAT? HERNMALENE—PEIET, FEm A MIE
FHRERD BITT, X ERATTH LS,

Conclusion and Closing Prayer

All right, that is the end of the chapter and that's the end of our time this evening. We will
try next week to get into chapter 9. May the Lord bless us. Thank you all for being with us
tonight. Those of you close to home, we'll see you in the morning; others we may see on
Zoom or elsewhere. May the Lord bless us as we carry on tomorrow.

AFMIWFERETR, ST MG B, MEARMGESS 9 58, BEBERR, BMSLSHmZ
o EEMNTRE ik, FATAREER; HAEASAE Zoom EHS, EERSFREHFAREL,

Let's pray:

Lord, we want to thank You for the truth of God. This is a very exciting account. We are
thankful that the wonderful message of the gospel goes out to the multitudes and to
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individuals, and we thank You that the truth of God came to us. Lord, help us to be like Peter,
John, and Philip. Help us to be faithful to take the truth of God with us wherever we go.

BAT—FFGE: T, FRAVEHRANEREH ! X2 —BATEHE ORI R0 E, BATMOE, wEd)
AR AUEEIRA, WD, BATERSRIIERIES] 7R W, SKIRE A TRBAEEAS.
LIERIHER], IR EMAL R, # OISR BB IR,

Lord, would You see fit to have people turning to the Lord as a consequence of our message
to them? We thank You for today, we thank You for Your goodness, and we thank You for all
Your blessings. Thank You for bringing us and keeping us together tonight. May we serve

You for Your glory tomorrow. We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen.

M, JEAREEBNITEIAES, WsE 2 NAAR, S RN, RigmrRESSHES,
RSB ORSTF BATRE i, ETAIH A28 BETZRE TR, BATANILAEEYTK, JhR%E IR &
L G

Thank you, one and all. Lord bless you tonight.

R, LSRR,

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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